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( iii ) 

To the Right Honoohaile the 

PROVOST, 

F E L L O W S, 

AND 

STUDENTS 

Of Trinity-College, Dublin. 

SIRS, 

I AM thoroughly fenfible of my 
Prcfumption, in thus addreflmg 
an imperffea Work to fo learned 
and ingenious a Body. 

I CAM plead no other Excufe for it, 
but that it is the only Attempt in 
this Way ever made in this Kingdom; 
and that I think it my Duty, to offer 
the Firft Fruits of my Labour, where 
I received my Education. 

I HOPE 

DigilSedty Google 



iv DEDICATION. 

I HOPE alfo, that the good Inten- 
tion of the Authors, will atone for 
the Inoperfedion of thefe Papers 
If they ihall meet with your Appro- 
bation, it will greatly add to the 
Happincfs of him, who is with the 
moft profound ReQ)e€l, 



GENTLEMEN, 

Tour mofi Obedimh 
Jnd tmft BumhU Ssirvani^ 

JEOFFR Y WAGST AFFE. 
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BATCH ELOR. 

V O L. L 

No. I. Saturday^ March 29. 1766. 

Sequiturque patrem non pajjibus ^equis V i r o . 
And with xmequal pace I trip along. 

EVERY writer, who communicates his thoughts 
to the public, cither by the flieet, or through 
the medium of a Magazine or News-paper, 
prefentl/ arrog£.tes to himfelf the title of Author ; but 
vrithout any colour of juftice, as I conceive ; for I 
take an author to be, one who fends forth, a volume, 
or at leaft a pamphlet, be it good or bad. Thus eve- 
ry petty Ihop-keeper, who perhaps fells two penny 
v/orth of figgs, places over his door this infcription, 
'* su<:h a one's grocery ware-house." Thus 
news-boys may ftyle themfelves bookfellers. Where- 
as, in thefe, my Speculations, I fhall modeftly call 
myfelf a Haherdaflser of f mall nvares. 

Perhaps the reader may have a curiofity to know 
-who this haberdaflier may be: know then, that my 
name is Jeoffry Wagstaffe. 1 am defcended 
from an anttent family of that name in England, and 
have the honour to be related to the famous Isaac 
BicKERSTAFFE, cfqj who fo loug entertained the 
world, by his tat ling. In his lucubrations he 

Vol. J. B ' make3 
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makes honourable mention of my uncle, Mr. Hum- 
phry Wagflaffe. My father was a citizen of London, 
where I was born. My coufin BickerftafFe, and Neftor 
Ironfides, were my godfathers, about the beginning of 
ihis century ; 'and I am now paft my grand climaderic. 
Notwithftanding my age, my conftitution^ is as ftrong 
gs ever, as I never hurt it by debauch, and I enjoy by 
that means, the biefling of a found mind in a fouiid 
body. I came to Ireland when young, and here have 
remained ever (ince. After various turns of fortune, 
and ;viciOitydes of a bufy life> I am at length fetded 
yi a country retirement near the metropolis, which I 
vifit now and then, in order to make my remarks on 
mankind. iFor this purpofe, I frequeiit pky-houies, 
drums, coffee-rooms, fhops, and tea-tables. I have 
an eafy competency, fo as to make me independent^ 
and as I have lived fingle all my life, I am unacquaint- 
ed with the plagues or comforts of matrimony. My 
family coniifts of only a maiden fifter, two men ana 
t\yo women fervants, and an old maftiflF. My iiftet* 
Letitia Wagftaffe, is two years younger than I am ^ 
and though ihe never had any objedion to a married 
ftate, lior do I believe has even now, yet, being a co- 
quet in her younger days, flie has nuffed of feveral 
good matches (he might have had. 

In the country where I live, people call me Jcoffry 
Wagftaffe, ESQI; a title, as I find, they give to every 
peffon who contrives to live without bulinels or occu- 
pation. My neighbours have given me the name of 
the Humourist, becaufe I mix very feldom with 
them, as I can little relifli their converfation, or they 
mine. I love to talk of books, or -men ; they, of 
hounds and horfes : and as I, never applied myfeif 
much to country bufmefs, nor ever took much delight 
in hunting, Ihooting or fetting ; beiides, as their read- 
ing v^ent no higher than novels, our company cannot 
be very pleafing to each other. Therefore, when in 
the country, I fpend moft of my time amongft ray 
books, of which 1 have a good colledlion, confiding 
chiefly of Greek, Latin, and Englifh clafiic authors, 
with fome of hiftory and divinity. I write fometimes, 
and that mec.ly to gratify my humour, or for amufe- 

ment : 
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ment : how my writing pleafes any body elfe, I care 
fiot ; I wilt communicate my thoughts thro' Hoby*s 
Mercury^ as often as I think proper, or have leifure 
from my books. This is the privilege of every Brltiih 
iuhjta. 

Two topics I fhall avoid, politics and fcandal ; the 
former, I mall leave to hirding party fcriblers, as I do 
not, by any means, think it the duty c^ a private man, 
to meddle in ftate affairs, or fet up for a reformer of 
puMic abufes. This fubjedt, therefore, Ihall never 
«Bter my Speculations. As to fcandal, that I will 
leave to barren j fliallow tihderftandings, and prattling 
goflips : the very liftening to it is criminal, the propa- 
lilting it vicious. But ifl can, by i. faint imitation of 
my cotiin Bickerftafie, fet forth matters in fuch a 
light, fb as to caufe one fellow creature to lop off a 
iingle foible, or relinquiih a (ingle fault, I fhall be more 
thaii fatisfied for my pams. mj time ihall be employ- 
fed in my future Speculations, fometimes on moral, 
funetimes onclafficd (ubjefts : now and then on cri- 
ticifm : and fliaH at certain periods put on my coufin 
Ifaac's night-cap, which he left me a^ a legacy, to 
dream in. * 

%* Letters^ Wr. (f oft f aid) SreBedfbr'i^oYfVii: 
Wagstaffe, efq; under cover /<? J. Hoey, junior, 
M theMttaxTj in Parliament -ftreet^ will he rec0i'oed. 

No. z. Tuefd(^yy 'April i. 



Admontt in fimmi. Virg 

Iri dreams, appears. 

THO' men have flept and dreamt time out of 
mind, and fltll continue to do fo ; yet few 
dreams have been ^orth telling, fince thofe of my 
coufin Bickerflaffe, Neftpr Ironudes, and the Specta- 
tor. Mankind now-a*days fleep only to recruit na- 
B z ture, 



d by Google 



4 r^^ BATCH EI, OR. No. z, 

turCy or to, cany off furfeits ; and if dreams do chance 
to com?, thej proceed from the fiimes of indigeftioiu 
or the flights of a difocdered imaginatioa. Howevec* 
I will venture to communicate one I had the other 
night. Before I went to bed, I had been reading the 
famous Battle of the Books in the Tale < of a Tub, 
which fuggefted to my mind (bme ideas of antient and 
modern writers, and in my fleep prefented to my fan- 
cy the following viiion, 

Methought I (aw Apollo, attended by tlie MuCe^ 
feated on the fummit.of a lofty mountain. It appear- 
ed to be very delightful, the (ides of it being enamel-- 
led with the mol^. beautiful (hrubs and flowers, that 
fancy can paint, which there grew Q>ontaneous, anyd 
at once feafted the eve and (mell. Apollo and the 
Mufes fat under the (hade of a laurel .grove, which 
was facred to the God. Beneath this Jnowed a mofl: 
traafparent fountain, which divided itlelf into num- 
berlefs chryftal ftreams, that ran half way down the 
fides of the mountain. This was called the Fountain 
of Iramprtality. Here dwelt 4dl the great poets, phi- 
lofophersi and orators of antient Greece and Rome» 
and quaffed in abundance the waters of the fountain, 
• whilft they enjoyed the fweet harmony which Apollo, 
acconipanied by the Mufes, made with his harp. The 
lower part of the mountain was exceeding craggy, 
jfteep, and difficult of afcent, infomuch that no bo<^ 
could climb it up, without either great natural flrength, 
•or the affiftante of fome of the,antients,,who inhabited 
the mountains. - 

I tiiought on a fufiden, Apollo iflu^d forth an ordei^ 
thatXuch of the moderns, as.couid afcend the moun- 
tain, (hould come and drink the waters of immortali^ 
ty. Accordingly, a moft amazing multitude affembled 
in an inftant, at the foot of the mountain, andall were 
eager to get up. ;Some walked iip jsvith^gc^at eafe, 
afUfted by the antients j. others, by their own natural 
llrength : thefe were very lew. Homer tuid Virgil 
Jcindly reached out their hands to Milton, Ta(ro, Cy- 
der Philips, and the archbiihpp of Cambray. Horace 
led up Swift, Pope, Prior, Young, ParnelJ, Arbuth- 
not. Garth and^ay. — ^Luciaq, Cerventcs and Butlec. 

Euripides 
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Euripides and Sophocles, -and almoft all the intfents, 
offered moft readily t^eir affiftance to Shakefpeare, but 
k reje^ed ity and flew up the mountain like an ea^le 
by a Tempeft himfelf had raifed Thty were oWig- 
ed to drag up Benjohnfon^^ as^his natural ftrength was 
not great, and his limbs wer& ftiiF. Beaumont and 
Fletcher afcended hand- ii> hand.i Terence and Plau- 
tus handed up Congreve,. Steele, Vanburgh, Moliere, 
and foffie others; Addifon had offers from many of 
the antientSy.. par ticularly from Longinu^, who brought' 
up but few,, (^oughvnumbers called to him,) I think 
they, were Bo^eau, Lord Rofcommon and Dacier. I 
muft not omit,. that Ovid. danced up with Waller ia 
one hand,, and Lord Chefterfield in the other. But 
ivhat'gave me infinite pleafiire^ was, to fee Demoft- 
heneaand Cicero fo aQive in leading up fo many Bfi- 
ti(h and hiih fenatops^ and particularly one who is at 
prefent the glory of his country. . 

It would be tedious to recount^the many that went 
\ip, however, they were very few, in comparifon to 
fhe numbers which remained bfelow. - Alas ! what a 
dreadfnl light was it to behold fuch crouds, in at- 
tempting to climb, tumble headlong^ down the prccr* 
pice, and, as I imagined, were daftied to pieces Thcfe 
were weSsik, Kcavy^ and vaftly bulkyi ^t mole rueh/int 
fua^ *- tumbled-by their own weight.'' None, of the 
antients would give them the leaft help, as they did 
not acknowledge to know them. I found they were 
modem novel- writers, party fcriblers, Effay-makers, 
Poetafters, &c, Granaifon thrice effayed to climb, 
and thrice dkl hts voluminous writings drag him down. 
Shandy attempted to fly, which only cau^d his more 
grievous fall. Let k fuffice, they who fell were a 
thoufand times as many as thofe who afcended to the 
fountain of immoft^ity. 

Momus, wbi> flood all the while at the foot of the 
mountain, laughing at the misfortunes of thefe unhap- 
py wretches, accofls them thus : *< My friends, you 
" fee that your attempts are vain. Apollo, the mu- 
** fe«, and the antients, are your enemies ; follow me» 
<* and I will condud ye to water, which has all the 
♦« etfeas rf the fountwn of immprtaltty,** They all 
B 5 readily 
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r^i)y accepted kis gSer. Accordingly he led this 
yaft troop to the back part of the moumain^ and there 
gave them large draughts, (which they greedily (wal- 
lowed) from a pool which appeared to be ink ; to them 
It feemed a fountain of limpid water. From this pool 
flowed feveral ftreams, which were called falfe wit, 
low conceits, fuftian ft vie, and poverty of, invention. 
This liqyoj: feemed to,have the eifedt of intoxication, 
with which they appeared to be pleafed j and what is 
fUll more ftrange, brought on them an incurable dif^ 
order, the Cacoethes Scribendi, or fcribling itch. I 
faw Mifs Bright •ju ft ready to fwallow a large draught, 
and in pulling the vefTel from her I awaked 

* A young lady mentioned in the firft Numb, of the Dub- 
lin Mercury, to havo invited another to undertake a paper, 
called, ThePRATLER, of which, only two or three were pub- 
liffaed in the early Mercuries. 



No. 3. Tnefday^ April 8. 



Barhara, celarenf, darii^ firio^ haralipton^ 
Cejare^ cameftrefsf fefiino<t horaccot fecundo 
TertiOi darapti^ Jihi 'vindicat atque feiafton^ 
Adjungem dtffamis daiijis^ hocardoy fertfin, ' 

^ Burgers. 

Ey motto to this paper is a jargon of cant terms, 
introduced into the Latin tongue, by ,that face- 
Utch wag, Burgerfdifcius, whi^h hayct nq we^/t* 
ingat all, apd are therefore as int^^igible to the un- 
learned reader, as to the beft fchoiar ii% the univerfity. 
Our modern chpice fpiritt, ,fio doubt,, ia imi^tioa of 
him, have likewife enriched our language with a nun)* 
ber of phrafes, cant wprds^ and p.rett)5 conceits, v<hich . 
have juft as much meaning* Vou havefcarce any 
other, from all the pretty genl^emen about jtown,. who 
ftyle themielve? Bmc;^^:, i^^ as Ji^mbugging,. imm-* 
n^ing, D?Tidy,,the:%r^ pf Myrtl^, th^. r^ Barbery 

?! and 
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and many others. Every fmart young fellow lugs theni 
in by the head and fhoulders, upon alL occafions, (no 
matter whether right or wrong applied) tafliew he has 
kept good company, and feen die woild. The fmart 
Cit IS eafiiy diftinguiflied from the raw, ignorant country 
fellow, by the ufe of^ thefe rhetorical flowers in con- 
verfation.. thave often, with the utmoft concern, ob- 
ferved many of our beautiful females, (with whom 
this ifland abounds more than any other country in the 
world) defile their pretty mouths by the repetition of 
them. . 

Humbugging (as it ia called) carries with it more 
pernicious confequences, than being barely a cant 
word. By becoming fafhionable, it has brought the 
meaneft. vice that can degrade human nature, into 
vogue ; I mean that of lying. A man of honour, , 
who,, if you told him he lyed, would diredtly run you 
through the body, will, with the greateft compofure 
imaginable, tell you a ftring of fatflioods, andtw'hefi 
dete^ed, will bring hJmfelf off, by faying he Was hum- 
bugging, or humming. This gentleman weuld not for 
the world call it lying, although in reality they are . 
fynonymous terms. 

I know a cruel inftance, not many years ago^^ of 
this fpecies of wit: A young gentleman, whofe pa- 
rents and friends lived in a remote part of this' king- 
dom, happened to come to town. Some of vhis ac- 
quaintance, who had more wit than fenfe, out of a 
mly joke, caufed his death to be inferted. in fome of 
the news-papers. This fretted the young man, and 
almoft put him into the condition which they repre- 
fented him in, left it fliould alarm- his parents, who 
dearly loved him. In order to pre\Fent this, he was 
not fatisfied with writing tOf ,them, to aifure them in 
tiie ftroi^eft terms, that he was alive and well, and . 
that they Ihould not credit the public papers, but alfo 
got numbers of his friends in town to write to the fame 
purpofe. 

As to the other modilh cant words I mentioned, they 

are harralefs-when compared {o this, as they only tend 

to a barbarifm of language, and indicate a bad tafte: 

M 0W8 is not inferior to any living language in Eu- 

B 4 rope, 
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rope, when pure and uncorrupted ; and not only copi- 
ous enough for all forts of writing, but alfo for all 
manner of converfation ; thefe low words brought in- 
to it, are like weeds in a rich meadow, which only 
take up the place of fo much good herbage, an4 ren- 
der it alfo much the lefs valuable, in proportion as 
they abound in it. Thefe are to be met with in many 
of our modern novels and farces, which the ignorant 
look upon as a kind of fandtion for them : But let my 
reader obferve, that not one of them is to be found in 
any good writer, except in the Polite Converfation, and 
other pieces of that great author, -which were written 
to ridicule and exdrpate them out of the world. 

I fliall conclude my paper with a letter, which I met 
with the other day, written in this pretty ftyle, by a 
Buck in town, to his friend in the country, 

** Dear Jack, 

** TT O W mine mifs'd ye, proteft cant*t fay. My 
Xx fifter Jenny is to be buckl*d to Dick Terrible^ 
who has feen fervice, but is now to the right about. 
Without humming, fomehow he is a damnation fine 
fellow, and devilim clever. He got round Jenny by 
calling her the real Sprig of Myrtle. The old put, 
her Dad, pofts the cole, as Dick wants to touch the 
Ready, to clear his acres, that are a little out at the 
elbows. Nelly Peppermint, the apothecary's daugh- 
ter, is the real Barber^ and takes box upon her iince 
her hair was French'd. I forgot to tell ye, the bones 
have been damn'd unlucky : 1 loft all my ihiners the 
other night, by fhaking the wrift. 1 humbugg'd old 
Square-toes, and tipt him for a few corianders. I have 
got a new Nivernois that is the real Dandy, from ho- 
ncft Jack Felt. He is a damn'd good fellow, lovei the 
turf, and has faith. I am to pay him for it when the 
goofeberries are ripe : as a fnend, he abated me fome 
hogs in the price. Our old friend. Jemmy Shallow, 
has dipt his wind. Bob Mulberry, Jack Bumper, Tim 
Guzzle and I, drank your health laft night ; we each 
of us clapt a brace and a half 9f decanters under our 
bel s ; no fky-lights or Iieel*ta|)s. Bob was glorious. 
Jack was muggy, Tim was kicKt up ; I was not much 

flutter'd. 
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fluttered, but half feaa over» and a little volatile. Pickt 
up fbme Reynoy and came to the village. 

I axii> dear Japk, yo'ur's, 

Fkank Modish." 



No, 4^ Saturday^ April 12. 

■ I II ' ' ■' 

JiuiUr feterrima belti. Hor. 

Woman fet the world m arms. 

I Find I am honoured with a card, in the fixth num- 
ber of Ho E y's Mercury 9 * from a young lady, who 
c^ls herielf Mifs Bright. In it ihe feems offended at 
my mention of an a^.of kindnefs, which I intended her 
uvmy vifion, viz, to prevent her from drinking of Mo- 
nrns's IiA. This happens to be, what in the law is 
called a Mifnomen, as the Pratler was the lady to 
whom this fervice was meant. I heardlv beg Mif«^ 
Bright's pardon for the miftake, which, I aflure her^ 
65^ came 

» A CARD, 

Mrss Buoht's compliments to J EorrRT WAcsTArpiy 
cfq; and is much obliged to him for mAkiog- m'entioa of her id 
hit fecodd ipecuUcion, inferted ki this ptper Itft Tttefday. ' ' 
Bding one of the Msnc vaf *8 iiimiliars, fhe had aa early know- 
ledge of the favour Mr. Wagftaffe intended her. If he will 
pleafe to perufe again the firft number of this ptper, with atten- 
tbn, he mod confefs that there is not the leaft grounds for charg- 
ing her with the cacoethes fcribendi ; flie is introduced only as 
aa acquaintance of the yoang' lady whom (he preflcd into the 
fervice of the MsacuRY, and li^ho has kimtty (at her^ Mifa 
Bright*8 foliciutions) undertaken the taik of Pratlino to the 
paMic—f^ie farther begs leave to remark to Mr. WagftaiFe^, 
that he has committed a little miftake in his WAOorsH dreani^ 
ae the fituation of peHbns, npon a re-confultation of his pillow, 
lie will recoUe£^ to be thn8---He was ftealing up the mount of 
Immortality, under favoui' of a likenefs he bore to his coufia 
I(aac Bickerftaffe, efq; when the Pratler, endeavouring to 
climb afiter him, and tearing to taxable; caught fo violent a grip^ 
of hit fkuty thftt he awaked* 
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oanie about m the follo^mg auLBHSn I did not get the 
firft number pf tlip^l\^^f<yiry^ lyjUilit ^^^' mglltoc*iit 
as my eyes are w,ea^ it ^ painful to me to read by 
candle-light, fo that I gav6 it to tny fitter Letty. to read 
it fbA: me* . Her JSghit Js not much better than mine, 
but as fhe is a Mifsy forfooth, fhe will not ufe fpe^ta- 
cles, and of courfe makes many blunders. 

I underflood, by her reading, that Mifs Bright was 
the Pratler, nor djd \ difcovey:. my errtor till aft§r mp 
vifion was publtfhed, or-^rfl/ould not have ranged her 

Bright does me an honour, which I never fo much as 
dream«i^of ; for in the conciuficm^ of her card^ (he 
fays, that as I was ftgaling up^ the Mpunt: of Iw^^" 
tality, under favour of the likenefs I bore to my cou- 
fin.Bicl^ilaiFe, when tbe^Piatler-endeayoupngti^ clhnb- 
after, nje,. and feapng to tumble, cauglt io violent ii 
^ grip of me, that I ajvaked, ; Now^ I b$^ les^ve alio tj^ 
affui-e her> tha^ I never onqe' al;tcmptecittp. fte^lfUp», 
for I knew that would be- iippr^ftiqaMe;^ nor 4q tbe-r 
lieve my couCn Bick^rfta^ffe. wblfldJ^aye called ,on«i of 
tl^e antjpnjtsiXo,my affiftaqcQji a|xd a& tQ^pretei^iijgig^) 
a faipily llkenefsi that trick would, tiav^ been foon-ds'- 
tested, and I Ihouldbave beeniickedcjown^a^a cjieat, 
r am, therefore, foirry flie. cpuld'not find out fome 
peffon's Ikirts to bold by befides mine. 

I never did fo n)uch a» dr^am? of <ven tafting the 
waters of l^miortality, for that would be fuch pre- 
Aimpt?on, as. even mj?; e;tit out of t^irgfrs ivory gate, 
of falfe dream,5i wQiMd nqt b^^Ye: attojaed, for: oo^thje^r 
contrary, I followed the multitude to. the black pod^ 
but with a full determination nof to drink a drop my- 
felfji and to hinder as many as I' could ; among Ae reft, . 
1 thought to faye a heJplefs! virgb.frpoj rujni, wh<^ f: 
amicertaim will tbadcrmftfc^jaay ktiiention^ whea'iH&{ 
hears the fodlQWtng trueiVoty^' 

Not many years fincej at th^ repeated folicitations 
of my fri^n4s» I refolved to marryj. Accordingly, 1. 
courted a rich wjdow, .who wasr haiylfome, genteel* 
and young enqugh* I obferved ike had a- melancholy 
caft:, which I at firft attributed to her having loft a. 
good hufband^ 

.. Thift 
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This I thoitghba fecond.miglu cure her o£ b^t I 
foiandy upon enqnky, it proceeded, from Imt being a 
gteat reader of DOvdb» ana a. fcrihter in that vmj. I ' 
pK>pofed^ after vre ftould bc^ ma^iedf to wean her of 
this, bf degrees^ not bioKiog at that tiiQe> thtrh was' 
an ioGuraUe difi>rder« in petfSos ^ her jeara. In &OFt> : 
fhe had no objeftion to my fortune^^poibn, or age; 
the preliminaries were fcttied> the joiatnre screed to» 
and the writings drawn. Nothing now» I imagined^. 
CQiiJd obfhuft my happineB ; hut alas \ we cannot be 
fnre ofsuxy^ things till in our pofieffion. The morning' 
which ^iraa to precede ovit usdouy 1 wentta ^ayimy la- ' 
tended bride a viiit. i I fomid her :quito in a didnid>ilte, 
rad»r. flutdA than neat ; her fingers and cloaths- were 
aU fmeared wiA Ink: I found &t fitting at a tabte, 
(which waa loaded widi modern novels) and fo very 
intent was fhe on fomething fhe was writing, that fhe 
did not at firft ohferve that I was in the room. A€ 
length &e perceived me> and made me an apology^ ' 
**-R<fy dear Mr. WagftaflTe^", fays, fhe, <* I beg youti' 
*^ pardon, I (Bd not ite yost, Jcwas (o bufy: whatxdo't 
" you think I have been writing?" " I fnppofe^ ma* ' 
<* dam/' fays I, " yott are giviiqg an account, by let^ 
** ter, to fome of your friends, of our intended mar- 
" riajge.^ She fmiledat my ignorance ; <* no, no, fir," 
ftys me, " I never employ my pen in fuck fervilepni>«v 
<< poies I I am writing a noi^-^' " A novel, madam;*' 
faid I, in fbme furpnze, .^ " Y^ 1 have formed^ sl> 
** mo^ delightfbl onei on*.oiir coiircfhip and nuptidh, 
"in a Swies of Letters, in the manner, of Qatiffo,* 
«< Grandifon, Danby^ Elixa, Ladjr Gaiioline S*— — ^^ 
" and others. I have inter^crled the whole with a 
" moft charming mixture of agneeable adventures, and 
'< pleafing diftrefles : I have drawn you as a ^ Char- ' 
** ks» and^ I am a Harriot Byron : You- are the beft of 
«* men, and I the beft of women : a Imiy Cleniendna ' 
*^ runs madfor 3?ou, andliilufh and glow in the cedtstt / 
" pariottT.-— ***-"' 

I could no longer contain myietf; my^ pa tienoe wa«' 
quite tired with luch a rhapfody of nonfenfe ; and I 
cried out with fome emotion, " madam, for God's 
" &ke throw all that ftuflF into the fire, and make me 

•* a promife 
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**.a promife never to write more of it 5 for when we 
** are married, I ihall expe^ from you the duties of a 
" wife^ and not to have your time lo unprofitable em- 
** pbyed; otherwife J fliall be under the necemty af 
** ^mng sdl thofe ciirfed pack of novels, as the cu- 
*^ rate dW the unlucky ronwnces which turned poor 
", Don Quixote's brain." 

At the?e words her eyes darted fire, and ihe exclaim- 
ed in the utmoft rage ; " what I would you make a 
** ftate prifpner of me ? would you deny me the ufe 
**-of pen, ink and paper ? what ! debar me from writ- 
" ing, and burn my Iweet books ? Thou tyrant I thott 
" favage ! be gone ! and never fee my face more : you 
" are worfe than Sir Hargrave PoUexfen, more' cruel 
^^ than Lovelace, more treacherous than Doocalb^ 
" more villainous than——" here a flood of tears 
interrupted her, or in all probability ihe would have 
gone on abufing me iii all the novel names which her 
difordered fancy could fug^eft. As I faw ihe was no- 
vel mad| I thought it prudent to retire, and without 
farther ceremony, I took my hat and walked off. I 
never faw her ilnce that time, and I am told ihe can- 
not bear to hear mj name mendoned to this day. She 
is ilill a widow. 

From this woful example, Miis Bright may iee^ 
that my intention was good towards her, though b)r 
miilake j I hope the Pratler will own her obligation* 
to me. Thefe ladies, perhaps, may think, that I 
have fbme defign to break one of them to my awn 
hand : I have no fuch view, as I am now too old to 
marry. At my time of life, I have nothing fit for the 
ufe of ladies but my advice, which if they will accept 
of, is at their fervice : I ihall therefore conclude with 
this piece of it ; by faying, that there are many men 
in the world of my fentiments in this particular, wha 
would rather have a good wife, who knows how to 
manage her houfe and family well, and to fet off her 
table with ceconomy and decency, than be married to 
the beft ihe fcribler of novels in £urope. 



itized by Google 



Na 5- «f B AT C H E L O R. 



»3 



No. 5. Tuefday^ April 15. 

I<uiUs eft de/cenfta'a'uerm. Virc, 

Smooth lies the road to Pluto^s gloomy fliadc. 

IBeHcve there are not fo many pretenders to any 
fcience in the world, as amoi^ thofe of the phyfi- 
cal tribe: They are as numerous as the military j 
and tho' nothing can be ieemingiy more in extremes 
than thefe two profeflions, yet 3iey meet in the main 
point, — the fending men out of the world. I entirely 
exclude from this number regular Iwred phyficians, and 
only naean thofe, who, without ai^ knowledge, either 
cf phyfick, or anatomy of the htiman body, prcfume 
to prefcribe for all disorders : liich are mountebanks, 
quack dodors, and old women, who have infallible 
jioftrums for all forts of dtfeafes : In Ihort, t\ttj body 
is a phyfician : name any diftemper in conipany, and 
you have twenty Sangrado's in an inftant, outsmg you 
twenty certam cures. Even that opprobrium mtiicorumr 
the gout, does not efcape thofe iEfculapius's j fo jult 
is that remark of Tereace, facile eum wilemus conflium 
itgrotis damns : that is, when we are well ourtelves, 
we with great eafe give our advice to the ficfcr 

I fometime ago rode about thirty miles \o viiit a 
relation, who was an honeft, plain country gentleman, 
, and married a very charitable, good woman j fhe was 
the daughter of a phyiician, was a lady bountiful, and 
kejrt a vaft magazine of drugs and diftilled waters, for 
the ufe of her friends and the poor. I had got a flight 
cold on my journey, and unfortunately for me, I was 
not long (eated in the parlour when I coughed a little. 
** Coufin WagflaflFe,'^ lays flie, ** you have got a dread- 
** fill cough J you muft give me leave to cure you." 
She then gave me a long lift of wonderful cures per- 
formed by her that feafou. on patients who were af- 

maed 
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flirted with all manner of difeafes, and efpeciallj colds. 
I found this female Hippocrates alfo made uie of as 
many hard terms as the mock Do^tor^ and applj'd- 
them full as properly. She that inftant ran into her 
cloiety which refemhled an apothecary's fhop« and' 
brought a larj^e glafs full of fbme (hifl^ which ^ (aid 
never failed tor a cougL In vain I pcoteiled I never 
took any thing for a cold, but let it go as it came ; and 
that for this> or any other diforder, I never "ufed any 
other remedy, but fafting» as my conilitutioa was na- 
turally good. This did not fave me, flie peremptoryy 
iniiftedl ikould take- her psefcnption^ asid alrem gave: 
me a long detail of its v»tues. In ofder to cub hei 
f])ort, and for quiet's (kke, I drank it off, notwijhftandr^ 
ing many wry faces, and fec^edy curfmg the dlfagree-' 
able doie. It abfbkitely took away all my appetke for 
dinner, which was a very plentiful one. I was prefTed'. 
by the man of the hpufe to eat hearty, as. Lhad taken 
ar kmg rjkle that day> and when he abferved: I fcarcc' 
eat a bit, " I am forry, coufin," fays hc^ ** we have 
** notUng you can eat" " Indeed, my dear," fays 
his( lady, " coufin Wagflaffe has got a M:eat cold, 
*^ which ha3 taken away his ftomach; but! will cure 
*^ him, and when he has taken a little more of my me- 
" dicine^ I hope he will recover it.'* The mention of 
the curf^d naufeoua drauffht had almoft aa bad an ef- 
fyBt on me, as the balfam Fix^bcafi had on poor Sancho f 
for I could hardly contain my flx>mach from turnings 
aj»i it eBSwftually prevented my touchti^ a morfel more. 
I took notice tltat her children^ m^o all fat at the ta-^ 
hie, looked pale and confumptive, which I attributed 
taher being too liberal of her drugs to diem. 

After dinner, however, aa the claret was good, I 
drank, a cheacfUl bottle, to recover the efl^s of my 
dofe. Thtf perfe^Uy recovered nacj and at liipper I . 
\i?as fo well, as to make up for the lofs o£ my dinner. 
I was in hopes my perfccution was now at an end, but ; 
behold, when I was going to bed,v fhe came into jujr 
room with a large Qlvcr cup in her. hand ; fhe ^lid if 
contained only fome wine whey, and' ather- things^* 
whkh would operate by- per^ir^tion ; juhI I'lerefar^ 
infiftedrl ftould icep. myfel^ warat .I.fwind un im^ 
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sacnfe load of blankets on tkt be4 h$df of wUch I 
threw off, as ilft wsatheE was ratbuet. warm, andthece 
^vaa a great £ce in the room. I ^ot ulp -gtty earij next 
membig> waked my (ktvant, and made mjekapeht^ 
/ore. any of the famiijir were: iiicrincr^ m order tofuvoidr 
any more dofesj.or making excum* for not ddnking: 
whatwas mttkis cap,' 

On my return hope, I could not help refledti^ on* 
die g^od natural o^ioufiie& of my female confin^ < } 
Gouidr heartily wiih that fl^ weie the only ignorant 
pffidioser who doe» mt&hief wtth.t^fe.danflerous' 
weapons->^Hkitg3. As. hev*>ctrde of pra£lics nsi hnp 
iinaU> ihecanhsfirebut few liveataaiimeT fbr> beftiles 
that her endeavours, proceed from a good intention. 
Bttt wJbbC ihall we fay to thofe ignorant pretending &!• 
Jbws» who adverti£^ themielves in the^fmbiick papers^ 
to cure diofe diforders,. which are beyond: the power 
and fldli' of the beil phyiidans. The only escufe they 
can make is, that they>want to heal themfelves of ^ 
dieadAil diibrder^ 6aiied#; s T A R^ IN G V 

Men. of knowledge, who groimd: their pradlioe on 
thepiinciples of theory and eT^rience^ have been evet 
held in efteem and veneration, by all wife nations $ 
quacks and empirics have alwaja^been the objeds of 
contempt, and baniihed-asdefhoyers of mankind. Me- 
dicines in the hands^ of the ibrmer, are often- the means 
ofprefervii^ life > in;th<^ of the (after, they are fure 
poifons. 



No. 6. Saturday^ April 19. 

■ ' • ' ■' _ ' ■' ' ' > 

Mienis ^nfitws ^di* Virg. 

Here fummer fhinesin feafon^ not her owm 

NOTHII^G- can be^ morfe ridiculous than thfr 
alFedation we often fee lA old people, to ap- 
pear youag. /Nboe no\(s ftnaottgft^ the higher^ rank of 
people, will acknowledge that they anive at old age* 

One 
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One would really imagine, diat the duration of our 
lives was fhortened witnin this century^ and no body 
now-a-kiays. reached, three (core : or elfe, that yeara 
were ohje^s of contempt and hatred^ and that it was 
fcandak>us to have lived long in the world * At Athens 
and Rome it was quite otherwife ; there old age was 
held in the higheft efteem, and grey hairs drew the 
ttCmoil veneration from all ranks ofpeople. At Athens^ 
when an old men entered any public aiTembly, the 
young men inftantly ro& up out of re^)ed,. and offer- 
ed him their feats. It was the provmce^of thofe faces 
to inftiu£t the youth, and by their wholefonie advice, 
to corned the Ullies of ps^ons and appetites, whicb^ 
that unexperienced ftage of life is fubjed to i but in 
this enlightened age, we fee things in. a quite Afferent 
point ojview ; our tafte is much more refined ^ what 
might pafs in thofe places for rea&n and good fenfe,. 
is now alto^ther unfaihionable and impolite : we have 
youths in. their grand dimateric,. who^ sfftOt all the 
^lantry, gaiety,, drefs and airs of a lad of twenty r. 
They do not appear at publick reprefentations to check 
or difcourage lewdn^fs or. obfcenity, but to encourage 
and applaud it. 

I hsLYC laughed to fee one of my contemporarie9 
flirting with a young coquet in a box at the play-houfe, 
with die fame eafe as he had done with her grandmo- 
ther. Theie old fops would do well to confider, that 
what was was alfowable in them forty years ago, im 
now ridiculous ; and that the charadter of 'an old cox*^ 
comb, is the moft contemptible upon eaPth :. whereasy» 
old age, fupported by virtue and good fenfe, demands 
refpe^ even frOm vicious youth j and the knowledge 
of old men, whteh has been ripened By long experience 
and obfervation, cannot fail to delight and in^iu^ 
thofe with whom they convcrfc. This affedation of 
youth is more particularly to be cfcferved in the fair 
lex, efpecialiy in point of drefs. The wire cap fhewa 
no diftin£tion of age ; the gauze, or net han^erchief, 
covers alike the withered br^afts of antiquated mai- 
dens, and the inowy bofom of iixteen j the grey, thia 
hair of the grand-mother, is French'd by the help of 

falfe 
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falfe curls and wool, as well as the jetty locks of her 
grand-daughter. 

The pompadour is feen in the palfied head of old 
Brandina, and in the blooming forehead of young 
Cleora. We are indebted to our good neighbours, the 
French, for all thefe abfurdities. In France, where 
decrepid old age, and lively youth, are equally mad 
for gallantry and intrigue, there is not an old woman 
to oe feen. The fuperanuated ladies there, repair the 
traces of time by pamt, and daub over their wrinkles, 
as houfe-painters fill the flaws and cracks in old wain- 
fcots, with putty. ^ . 

When I chance to fall mto company with fome la- 
dies, who happened to live unmarried, and were girls 
when I was a boy, I find I have the misfortune ef of- 
fending them, by calling them Mrs. Such-a-one, inftead 
of Mip, My fitter Letitia ig one of thofe Miffes^ and 
though a virgin in her fixty-third year, is affronted if 
you do not ityle her M^,Let. A gentleman, one day, 
at my table, drank to her, Mrs. Wagftaffe, your health. 
She reddened at it, and could never endure him after- 
wards. She never was handfome, and yet fo careful 
is Ihe of her virtue, that ihe will not go into publick 
(as (he calls it) without a matron ; and for this pur- 
pofe, generally gets a married lady, whofe J^e does 
not exceed a third of hers, to • matronize her ; yet I 
have feen het coquet with a lad of five -and- twenty. 

Old maids are, m general, very troublefome to young 
people J and I could heartily wifh they were feparated 
from ibciety. I think fuch a fcheme as the nunnery 
at Quadlinourg, in the Pruflian dominions, would an- 
fwer for them. I would have all virgins who are pafl 
forty, obliged to retire into it, and there fret together, 
like the foul clothes of Falftaff's Buck-bafket, in their 
own greaie. This virould prevent conceited prudes, 
and wicked coquets ; this would make girls not over 
nice when good matches offer in the proper time. To 
hinder abules, I would have an exa6t regifler kept in 
every parifh, of the birth of each female, that fo they 
might not (ink their age on the puWick. Perhaps I 
may be thought to fpesJc like adifappointed okl batch- 

clor> 
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dor, I will therefore produce the following letter, ta 
fnew the ufefulnefs ot this fcheme. 

** Mr. Wagstaffe, 
i€ »T^HIS is to acquaint you that I am m my twea- 
A " tieth year j I am reckoned handfome : There 
** is a young gentleman m our neighbourhood, that is 
*• intitled to me by birth and fortune, who propofed ta 
*« my farher to marry me. My father refufed him, as 
" he will not let me marry until he has difpofed of my 
" elder fitter,, who, between ourfelves, is above for- 
" ty, and very c'rofs and ugly, By this, I am kept 
** rrom my lover, who has fine teeth, and dances- 
<< charmingly. Now, my bufinefs is this ; as you are ' 
" a batch eior, I wifh to God you would either marry 
" her yourfelf, or get fomebody for this fifter of mine, 
" to get out of my way, and youll oblige your di- 
« ftrefled 

«* Belinda.*' 

No. 7. Tuefda^y April zz.. 

7i? Jeoffry Wagstaffe, E/q^ of the Mtrcury m, 
Parliament'JIreet* 

Dear W a g, 20th April. 

I Read your laft lucubration, on antiquated affedla- 
tion, with the higheft tranfports of latisfadtion. I' 
am tormented by a maiden aunt, who in the bloom of 
her wrinkles, afifeds' all the charnw and gaiety of eigh- 
teen. In perufioff your paper, the very paint of her 
cheeks turned paue,. and her whole frame was (hook 
with convulfions of refentment. Proceed for the good 
of fociety, to put thefe Longa-gms out of counte- 
nance, who labour to engrofs all the flirting to them- 
felves, and keep the Eighteena and Twentys in the- 
awful bafltfuiaeis of fiUnce : And I hope you have in- 
fluence enough on fome patriotic member, to bring in 

abiU 
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a bill for a fumptuary law, to raifc a tax on all gauzes 
a«d ponipadours worn after forty. Befides increafing 
the revenues of the crown confiderably, it would be of 
smother national benefit, in leiTening the exorbitant de- 
mands of Friieurs, and hindering the importation of 
French curls. I am fo fanguine m this matter, that I 
attempted to paint them in the following lines : Jf you 
judge this coup d'eflai worthy a place in your inftruc* 
tive paper, you will, dear Wag, oblige your's, 

LeTTY LoVE-YOUTH. 

In/uUing time ! the moment comes 

That blafts that autumn face ; 
In thy deep worinkleSi as in tombs f 

Lies buried evsry grace, 

Tou^dftill he fairy you fill would pleafe^ 

Each childijh art in vain : 
In vain thy palffd voice ejfays 

To lure love back again* 

For learn this melancholy truth. 

Love chilPd embraces fies ; 
Smle^ on the florid cheek of youth , 

Not in thy faded eyes,^ 

Thy locks made hoar hyfelv*ring age. 

Thy forehead plough d by years ; 
Thy rofelefs cheeks no more engage 

A Uver^t hopes br^feaH. 

The voool'frofdhair, the mktion^d head, 

lUfuits vjithftde threefcore ; 
In vain you blujb with borrovj*d re^l 

Time vfos-^^^and is no more. 

he .'^mnyosi.^ourt bright drapery s ai4t 
Amibfofce^in'richarrefyi 
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In DMU the dioMOtuTs glau dijplafd^ 
Darts forth a mime day^ 

The fprightly Jilk adorns not mort. 

When youth its grace denies ; 
Nor can the brilliant* s ray restore 

The luftre of your eyeu F. 



No. ?. Saturday April a6L 



Homofum> humani nihil a me alienum puto* Ter.. 

I am a man, and know myfelf fubje^ to the firailr 
ties of mankindL 

NO qualfty of the mind dignifies human nature 
fo much, as that of univerfal love and good 
will towards mankind. It is this exalted principle* 
which fets the human fo far above the brute creation>. 
as it is the refiilt of pure and unprejudiced reafon. 
We fee many of that creation excel us in adtivity,, 
ftrength, and fwiftnefs of body ; nay, fomc of them 
feem to rival the inferior part of our fpecies, in point 
of reafon and docility. — -They contract ftrong^fnend- ^ 
ihips with each other, and their gratitude is often a 
reproach to human nature — but none of them are en- 
dued with this principle of univerfal love— This is the 
peculiar privilege of man— This renders him a fbcia- 
ble creature j it is a principle fa deeply implanted in 
his mind, by the great author of our being, that were 
a man to live in s^ defert, and be there Applied by 
providence with aU the neceflarics>, nay,, comforts of 
life, yet would he be wretched for want of fociety^ 
and would pine away in mifery, for not having fome 
of his fellow creatures to &are thofe bleflings with 
him. 

This amiable virtue is very well cxpreiTed in Latin 
by the word humanita^ or htimamty^ Which implies 

that 
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that it properly belongs to our nature ; and is finely 
exprefled in.our own language^ by the term good-na- 
ture, to iignify that it is die p^edlion of our nature. 
It is the epitome^of all virtues ; foe where this is ihut 
x>ut, no other can enter the heart 

This foftens our natures, and opens an eafy paiTage 
•for all. the moFal virtues? to. enter our minds. And, in- 
deed, where m«n are unbiafTed by prejudice, or un- 
corrupted by vicious ^appetites or paffions, diey are na- 
turally mclined to fentimenti? of love and benevolence. 
■A roan, therefore, who is void of this lovely virtue, 
forfeits the dignity of his nature, and degrades hhnfelf 
* the rank ^r the moft favage brutes. 

Beiides the afiiiablenefs or this* virtue, the happinefs, 
nay, the interefts of mankind, make the pr&Aice of It 
Tibfoluteiy neceflary; for as all men naturally ftand 
/upon the feme level, every man,' as he is a man, (lands 
.in need of the ailiftance of his fellow creatures, Ar 
help and fupport, confequently -he muft fquare his ac- 
tions by a return :of kindnefs and natural good^oifEces. 
Tins iethe<t)undation>of fociety, which can never be 
^ruly fuppoaed but wpon this principle. Human laws 
maj, indeed, draw men to obedience, as the heavy 
:weights of a clocbkeep the machine a going ; but it is 
brodierly love, like the nicer movements, which makes 
'the motion regular and uniform ; for this will extend 
^its influenceron man'^adions in circumflances, where 
human laws can have no force ; for inftance, the tru- 
\ly benevolent man will not be unjuil in the fmalleil 
matter, (where he might even efc^e the cognizance 
of* Jaws, or the c^nfure of the world) left he fhould 
injure the fbciety of which he is a member, and there- 
hy overturn the very bailis of h:, juftice. He will not 
be vicious In His manners, left his ill example fhould 
be the caufe (if ruining others : he will not corrupt or 
debauch a man's wife or daughter, becaufe he juftly 
looks upon" it as the fnoft cruel robbery, for which no 
reparation can pofllbly be made. In fhort, to this wq 
owe the kind hufband, the tender .parent, the humane 
mafter, the good citizen, and the noble dliltnterefted 
.patriot. From this general fource, then, is derived 
■.Ihe fweet ftream of friendfhip j — the moft enlivening 
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cordial m the cup of life : For what pleafure can equal 
that of a true friend, to whom we may unbofom our 
mod: fecret thougths ? to whom we can impart our 
joys or our griefs, and by a lincere participation of 
them, heighten the happinefs of the one, or alleviate 
the mifery of the other. The moral writers and po- 
ets are lavifh of their encomiums on friendihi p 
Tully in particular fpeaks of it with raptures, and hai 
written a whole treatife on it. The ftory of Dionyfi- 
us the tyrant, and the two friends, is too well known 
to need a repetition. The Epifode of Nifus and Eu- 
jryalus in Virgil, is a charming picture of it. 

As I am on this pleafing fubjeft, it would be un- 
pardonable to pafs over in filence, a fociety inftituted 
on thofe virtues I defcribed. I mean that of the Friend- 
ly Brothers, and of which I have long had the honour 
to be a member. It took its firft rife in this kingdom, a 
country which has been ever renowned for holpitality, 

fenerolity, friendfliip and good-nature. The friendly 
nots are general over this ifland j they have reached 
England, and I am told have extended even to Ame- 
rica. The inftitution is really a moft excellent one, 
as the rules of it injoin the members, not only to have 
a brotherly love and friendihip for each other, but 
Jikewife to bear a univer^l benevolence to maiddnd 

To Mi/s Letitia Lov£-youth. 

Madam, 

« T Return you my hearty thanks for your moft exr 
JL « cellent copy of verfesi * and am not a little 
« vain, that any thing I could write ihould meet with 
** the approbation of lo good a judge as you appear to 
« be. 1 wifh I had influence enough to get lujj^ a 
« bill as you mentioned pafied, but that, I fear, is 
" impracticable : Beiides, 1 fear, if a fumptuary law 
« was made, it would not have the defired effect The 
" diforder is fo epidemical, that, like the plague, no 
« medicine would cure it : Nam toia natio ejl conutda ; 
<* (the whole nation are comedians,) as Juvenal fays 

« of 
* See the la(t Batchblor. 
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" of Rome, when it was over-run with Greek fafhi- 
" ons, as we are by the French. All that can be 
** done, therefpre, is to endeavour to ihame people 
*^ out of their follies. I fball be proud of the honour 
'* of your correfpondence, and Ihall beg your further 
^ affiHance in thefe my Speculations. 

*^ I am> madam, 

'* your moft humble and 

*" obedient fervant, 

« J.Wagstaffe.'* 



No. g. ^uefday^ April 29. 

JV3p< nieup bic fermo eft, HoR. 

"Nor iz this mine. 

I Shall prefent my readers with the following letter, 
as the fubjed of this day's paper : I give it word 
"for word as I received it, without the Jeaft alteration ; 
and hope, as it is a real pi^re of life, it will not be 
^/Tpiealing. 

Mr. Wagstaffe, 

•* T Am a man, who for many years followed buii- 
JL nefs, and have, by care and Induftry, acquired 
a very eafy fortune. I manied a handfome, genteel 
woman, who was a toaft, with a very fmall portion : 
hoja|Bver, fhe has blood, being defcended from a long 
anceftry of poor gentry : She does not want for fenfe % 
t:an be agreeable when fhe pleafes j and we have fine 
children. Perhaps you may imagine (as many do) that 
I am a happy man, but believe me, I am quite other- 
wife. I am a very plain man, who does not covet any 
higher charadter than that of being honeft ; but at the 
fame time, would be glad to enjoy the company of my 
-friends and equals in as genteel a way as my fortune 

wiH 
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will affbrd As 1 can boaft of no anceftors higher than 
honeft, induftrious tradefmen, my wife, who is fami* 
I7 mad, defpifes me and my family : She is quite the 
fine lady ; will keep no company, forfooth, but thofe 
they call the Quality, who defpi^e her and win her 
money at cards : would you believe it ! (he is everjr 
night at a drum or a rout, either at home or abroad ; 
for fometimes Ihe has the foolifh vanity to give them 
in my houfe ; when fhe has but a dozen card tables, 
ihe calls it a iinall party ; but when my whole houfe 
is in an uproar, it is a Drum : To imitate her betters » 
fhe fends cards to invite her company a month or two 
before-hand, for fear they (hould be pre-engaged, and 
my parlour chimney-piece is full of cards, praying her 
to fmall parties, drums and routs. If a fiimmons from 
the hall of the corooration I belong to, happens to 
creep in among thefe cards, flie immediately throws it 
into the fire, for fear any body (hould fee it, as if (he 
was a(hamed to let any of her acquaintance know (he 
was the wife of an honeft tradefman. 

But what is wor(e than all, (he is mad after French 
fa(hiops, and mud be trickt out in the top of the mode. 
She often fpends the be(t part of a day in getting her 
hair French'd, (as they call it) which abfohitely de- 
forms her; for what, with the prodigious quantity of 
falfe hair, and wool clapt in to fill the curls, her head 
refembles a mop, or a pope's head, . to bru(h down cob- 
webs. She knows I can't endure it, but my mouth is 
ftopt with, * my dear, it's all the fa(hion,' and that's 
enough. Some time ago, I invited a friend to dine 
with me, and as he and I had fome bu(inefs to fettle in 
the evening, I ordered dinner precifely at four o'clock : 
the gentleman came before the time appcmited : At 
four 1 rang the bell, to enquire if dinner was r^tdy : 
A fervant came up and ^qld me, his lady (fox fb 'they 
all call her) had ordered if to be kept back, as (he was 
drefling. Five ftruck, and no dinner ; you may be 
fure I was heartily vexed. At length, after half a do- 
zen me(rages to her, that I would wait no longer, down 
comes madam half dre(red, to a dinner that was rot- 
ten done. The apology (he made, was, that Mr. 
Harding, the hair-dre(rer, was fo taken up by my la- 
dy 
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dy Such-fl-one all the morning that he could not come 
to her till twelve o'clock, airf that whfle he was with 
her, he had feveral meifages from peribns of quality 
to go to them, but that he was fo civil and (b obligii^. 
—Here my friend interrupted her harangue* by aik- 
in^ her what the drefling of her hair might coft ? She 
faid the common ^rice of a fiill drefling was a guinea | 
but tW (he got it for three crowns^ as Mr. Har^g 
was only five or fix hours with her. Pray, my dear, 
/ays U do you mean to go to Crow-fireet or Smock* 
alley to-night? there are rational and pleafing enter- 
tainments at both houfes ; or are you engaged to fpend 
die evenh^ at a friend's boufe ? O, no» my dear, fays 
ihe> with a fcornful .air> I have fome vifits to pay at 
Merrion-ftreet» Sackville-ftreet, and Frederick^ftreet, 
and then I go to Lady Loo's drum. 

<* My friend then happened to IflcQ the filk of her ne- 
gligee ; madam, favs he, I admire your tafte ; that is 
a handfome filk ; I fuppofe you bought it at the Irifli 
^ware-houie. She call a difdainful look at him ; 
Lardy fir, fays ihe, who but the wives of mechanickt 
would wear any thing Irifii ? no, I aflure you, this it 
right French; 1 never wear any thing elfe: let thofe 
creatures who do not fee life wear Infh manufadtures. 
As I lote my country, and made my fortune chiefly by 
dealiag in goods of my own manufacture, I was net- 
ded at this i and told her it was fcandalous to encau- 
rage the French, and at th^ fame time to let our own 
trodefmea ftarve^ befides, that Iriih filks and manu- 
fadures of all kinds, were good enough for any wo* 
man in the kingdom to wear — that I applauded the 
ipirit of the people of Enj^and, for tearing French 
iilks off* the ladies backs. This fo affronted her, that 
(he flew out of the room, flaping-to the door, and I 
iaw no more of her 'tiU four in the mprning, when ihe 
letumed from ihe drum * with empty purfe and ach- 
ing head,' as Swift favs. 

" Now, Mf. WagftaflFe, don't you think my cafe is 
CO be pitied ? I love her with all her faults, ami do not 
in the lead fufped her virtue : fhe runs me to vafb ex- 
pence by her gaming, French fopperies and follies ; 
yet this I could bear, but my ^oule affairs arc ovcr- 

VoL. I. C looked. 
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, looked, the education of mj children is ne^e€ted« tnd 
r 1 have but Uttle fliare of her comptnr. Perhaps, by 

fiving this a place among(( your lucuorations, it may 
ring her to herfelf> or at ieaft may be a warning ta 
odier wives, whofe huibands are not fo indulgent. A 
few remarks of jour own, on thofe curfed gamii^ hou* 
fes, the drums, and on the in^uny of wearbg French 
goods, might do fome £ervice amongft the wives of 
trading people in this citj. As r for ladies of diftindt- 
on, the7 will nor read your paper^ or if they^do, thcjr 
w31 not regard all jou can fay. 

I am, S I R« 

% T. ^ur moft humble ferTant, 

B. Brittle." 



:'No. la Saufdc^^ May %. 

If I I I < I I J 

Calum, non animum^ mutant qui tram nuurixurrumt. 

Hm. 

By croifing of the {eat-my Buckf you'll find* 
.You change your cUn^ateonly, not your niifid 

WH O £ V E R will be at the^pains to eoquffoia- 
to the caufes of many of the fi^ppertes, faftt* 
, Otts and abfurdities, which every day over-run the pec* 
pie of this ifland, wilt find, upon due coniideratioa^ 
that they are not the natuf al produfk kA this foil, hut 
are moil of them tranfplanMd hither ftom other ceun* 
tries, bjr our gentry who travel for their education. 
This will not at all feem ftrange, if we take a view of 
thofe who are fent abroad, and confider how they are 
prepared for imprpvement by it Very few of the 
young gentlemen who make the tour of Europe, (as 
^tis called) are properly fitted for it, by a foundation 
of knowledge or learningfor them to work iroon. They 
are perhajps taken from the nurfery, the aog-kennel» 
«r the fUble, and put into the hands of fome wretch* 

ed 
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ed pedagogne, from whom thc^ get fome finattetuig of 
Latin ; after this, a French and a daacii^inaftery com- 
^leat the whole of this accomplifhed jouth's qualifier- 
^008 for his travels. Thus, with his mind utterly un- 
fomtihed with a notion either of men or books, he is 
lent to improve himfeif by making f eitoarks on the 
manners and cuftoms of other nations, withbnt havii^ 
the leaft idea of thofe of his own $ when, in point of 
imdcfftandingy he is no more than a boy of larger 
siowth : wimout the necefikry preparatioii of Iqiow* 
hdge and erudition, he ^ies forth to fee the worlds 
«Bd acquire an infight into human nature. This is in 
My b^nnmg at the wrong end oi edncatTon, as thofe 
aofledged raw travellers are in more danger of picking 
up the vices and follies of every country they go to> 
than in the way of reaping any folid advantajge by go* 
ing^road Thefe ihallow youths, for watit of beii^ 
acquainted with the excellency of our own conftituti* 
on» return wirh ftrong prejudices againft it, and with 
violent prepofieffion in favour of arbitrary power. 

TUs is eaiily accounted fdr ; that as their minds are 
peiied Uanks at their fetting out, it is no wonder they 
fiouid be blotted with tho& nilfe notions of government 
which they have imbibed by converfii^ with abjeft 
(laves; by havii^ no fettled principles, and by living 
in the dominions of abfbhite monarchs, juft as they 
ate enterin? into manhood, they become enamoured of 
tynmry and oppreiion. Thefe are the great advocates 
in ail companies for the police of Franct ; thefe are 
the men who argue fo ftrenuoufly, that the French are 
a hippy and a free people, and bring home numberlefs 
niradoxes isithzz fort, which every rational man muft 
laugh at. 

Theie fine gentlemen commonlv fpend the greatfft 
part of their times of travel in France, from whence 
they bring us over all the vice, folly, and effiminacy of 
that fantaftical nation. All the improvement they get 
there* ia chattering French, dancing a minuet, know- 
ing the faihions, or learning to make rasouts ; fo that 
yon would think they were fo many cooks, taylors, or 
dancing-mafters, who went to perfb^ themfelves in 
their refpedive trades* There are, no doubt, num- 
Q 2 V *^" 
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'■ bers of fenfible, learned mea b France,' wliom thefe 
youths never converfed with, or if they did, could be 
of no real ufe to them ; as by the nanownefs of their 
education, and their deficiency in point of knowlec^e 
and learning, they are incapable of either lelifhing or 

t improving by the converfation of thofe great 'men^ 
their com[teny confifts' commonly of fuch of theh- own 
countrymen as are as igaorantas themfelves, or elfe of 
Petit Maitres and theiair fex. .The greateft glory of 

. iheie French travellers, 19^ have feen the grand 0XH> 
narque 'hunt the. boar, vor- to have .turned jockies, and 
run races againft fome prmces of the-bidod. Thus 

' we fee, diefeAccompltflied, finiihed gentlemen, go out 
raw, ignorant, ^fim^pk youths, ana return conceited 

. fooU imd.coicombs. vLaurenrio.is*one'Of them; he 

• went- -to Paris, where he ftaidibme time; and behold f 
he brought nothings back but ibme French clothes^of 
the rjgrht Paris, oit, a cargo^f receipts for ibups and 
6icaflees, andafew%ofMarceil*s capers. I heartjh' 
wilh that thefe were the onW^ inconveniencies whick 
attend.theicampeciog of thefe boobies ; moftof them 
contract faife notions. of honour and comnience gladi- 

: ators ; upon the flighted provocation or imaginary af^ 
front, they pick quarrels to vindicate their honour (as 
they term it) or rather to ifiew what progrefi they 
have made under a fencing mafter at Pans. 

From what I have faid, I would by no meant he 

, ttiKierftood, as if I thought that traveiling>on the con- 
tinent wa8..r4ifelefs or prejudicial ; I do not contend 

: againft the ufe, but the abnfe of it : when men of na- 
tural good underftandings (who have got a 'fufficient 
ftock of learning in our univerfity, and haveafterwards 

. acauired a competent knowledge of the cuftoms, laws 
a/nd conftitutions of their own countr-y) go to travel, 
we fee quite contrary efe^ls from thofc I jncntioncd : 
thefe gendemen are enabled to difcem the ^genius and 

- ten^pers of people in other countries, and t:^ compar- 
ing them with thofe in their own, can thence^foua.<c 
juft idea, of mankind in the general They fee theuni- 
feries 9nd diftrefies- thofe wretched flaves groan under, 

^ who bear the yoke of a defpotic government, and are 
enraptured with the liberty and other bleflii^s, which 

a Britifh 
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a Brittlh fubjed enjoTS : they not only enlarge tkttr 
minds by making juft dbfervations on erery obje^ 
worthjr of notice, but enjoy a vaft pleafure ioTai^in^ 
over hi/loxJDcal ftnd clafTic grounds-: they^tlfo mn mo^ 
valuable atquiittions to thmr knowledge andiearning, . 
by coaverfing with leacned foreigner8>..which cannot / 
AliK of turning te.di» honour and advantage of their - 
native couotiy^ We have many inftances both in £n- 
fdaad« and Jreland^^ pf gentkmen who^have returned 
»om their travels, the maft agreeable, poUre, and im* 
j^oviog companions imaginaMe ; and iome have pro-« 
filed fo welU and advanced, fo -far in polite literature,.. 
a•^to become aa-ihining men a» any iiv Europe. la 
Aorr, the travels of the feniible and. judidous, are like> 
irholefbme food, .which, to^a heallhy perfon becomes 
aeuriihment^.and conveys health and thength ; where* 
as, the rambles of the ignorant and.fooliih, are asr^- 
meats to a weak, iickly ftomacb, which turn to phlegm.. * 
aad jndigeAiont J ^ 



15{a II. Tuefdofy May 6. 



FitcunJa culpa facula. Hon.. 

Of age, fruitful of faultr,. 

GREAT as the mifchiefs are, whRh arife both- 
to themfelves and their country, from the fend- 
ing young, , unlearned, jinezperienced gentlemen to * 
travel ; yet ftill greater are thofe o^fuffering Ifidies to 
ramble into foreign countrie&, jefpecially into France. 
This is the fource of that imuindation of French far 
fcions and follies which dally, flows in upon us : theit 
minds arc to the full as little cultivated or prepared fo- 
improvement by travelling, as thofe of the moll igno- 
rant youths juft come from fchool. Their tender hearts ^^ 
are very fufceptible of impreflions, therefore they 
ihould by no means run tfbe fatal hazard of bad exam^K - 
plei. 

C3_ Tfce.. 
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The ladies of this ifland are luiturallv modeft> re* 
fcrved and virtuous. They cannot poffiblj be mado 
better, but certainly may be made worfe. Tlie travel- 
lii^, therefore, into a country, where vice paifes un- 
der the name of gallantry and intrigue, is very dange- 
rous ; but where it is countenanced by faihion, fo as 
not to be thought a crime, there it is Imrdly pofiible to 
efcape the inf^on. It were well if it flopped there, 
but many of them introduce thofe poifons into their na- 
tive country, and by their ill examples, corrupt their 
innocent country women. Hence, in a great naeafure, 
proceed thofe dreadful mifhaps, which render the mar- 
ried ftate miferable, and difturb the peace of wliole fa- 
milies. Happy, then, would it be, if thefe Irifli French 
women, who are always raving of fweet Paris, wese 
never to return, but make themfelves perpetual abfen- 
tees. They are the perfons who introduce that curiibd 
tafte for French tafte, for French Faihions in drefs, and 
that utter diflike for the manufactures' of their nadve 
country, which fo univerfally prevails. They have no 
gout for any thing that is not French ; French filks, 
French laces, ribbands, gauzes, and French hair-dref- 
fii^. This gives encouragement to a fet of idle, ufe- 
lefs frixeurs, who make the young women look like 
monkies, and the old ones like apes. ^^ fifter L«ti- 
tia Wagftaffe, whp is a great admirer of French fa- 
fliions, has got her hair Frenched by a country barber, 
who has clapped fuch an ioHnenfe quantity of brown 
buckled hair over her grey locks, that flie looks like a 
country juftice in petticoats. 

Even the wives of fober citizens in trade, have 
cau?ht the infection; and as frequent drefling is ex- 
penUve, their heads of courie cannot be very clean, 
for want of combing. You may fee one of them fcarce 
able to afcend her narrow ftair-cafe with her vaft ex- 
panfe of hoop, and another fweep the floor of her 
ihop with the long tail of her negligee. This evii is 
become fo general, that when any thing is praifed, the 
h^heft encomium is, that it is r^ht French i infb- 
mmuch, diat one would imagine we were become a 
province of Fiance. 

I belteioe 
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I believe thofe things called Dnims,^^ which my friend - 
Bamaby Brittle complains of, in his letter, were firft 
introduced by thofe travelled ladies. They were a 
happy invention for beggaring whole families by gam- 
ii^, and are places finely calculated for intrigue. They 
have been the niia of mai^, . Let a gentleman get a 
handlbme young married lady into his^ debt at play» 
for fo large a:fum ofjnoney^ (as fhe is afraid her huf- 
band ihoiild know) and , the (equal is obvious. If thefe 
evil confequences affeded the great only, ihey would- 
not be fo bad; but how often are the honeft induftri- 
ous tenants of great land-lords, racked for their rents, 
without mercy, (f my lady^ or madam, has hiui an ill 
run at cards.? 

Mrs. Brittle is an inftance howiar this malady Reach- 
es even to the middle rank of people ; and makes the 
wives of men in bufinefs, totally to negledt the necef* 
ikry duty which they owe their hu(ban£ and families ; 
nay, I am told it h^ defcended fo lowras that even 
fervants now-a-days have the imptidence to give drums 
to one another. This corrupts their morals> and makes 
(hem di/hone(t ; for they muft have money to fupport 
tfaetSL^aming-at thefe meetings, which they can hard- 
ly gerby honeft meaas, as vales are out of faihion ; 
they ar^ therefore, under a necefli ty to rob, thieve, - 
•r cheats in imitation of their belters. T 

From the Me r curt in Parliament-Street 

On M A y. By E. C. 

I. 

YE fintmulye d aught trs of this happy r/Zr, 
Hiherm<Ci glad fummons ohty ; 
^e/ft drefi utjour garlands^ your toil ceafe a 'whiU, 
4nd fovfully ujher in May, 

n. : 

VietH in thlshaffyfiafon ivhai /cents »f delight l 

The meado'WSt nhat odours perfume ; 
H^hat ravfjhmg projpe^s^ lonr hidfr^m the fights 

Now to tht eje hettutiful hloom* 

^C4 &' 
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Set how the gay lutterfltes fiutter^ around f 

Borne up on the ro/y»nving*d Breeze ; 
Anijee bow the flowers that /tangle the ground 

Are rohh*d of their fiueets by the bees. 
IV. 
See the miU-maid (o^er woodlands inflm*rs arrafd) 

Trips (bearfuHy after her cows ; 
And fee bow enchanting^ bonv lovely afiadi 

Is formed by the bloJTom rob'd boughs* 
V. 
See lovers, how private theyfteal to the grove. 

Their old plighted vows to renew i 
And fee bow the tell-tale^ tfie tell-tale if love. 

Flies over them, chaunting euckow* 
VI. 
In extacy Ufi on the brink of yon fiream, 

Whofe vMter in fweet murmurs glide : 
See Damon a piping bis favourite themi 

WbiU lamas gently play by his fide* 
VIl. 
See^ on the fmooth furface of the Jilver flood. 

The goofe fore her young gentfy floats ; 
And fee, on the top of yon neighbouring nvood, 

Hovjfvfeetly the birds' chaunt their notes. 

vin. 

See v)hen the reviver of nature appears^ 

Thefick nvho were pining aWayi- 
Deprefl and decrepidf quite loaden With yeart. 

Soon, foon become fprightly assd gc^t 
IX. 
Then come, come, ye children of this happy ijte, 

Hibernians glad/ummons obey ; 
Drefs, drefs up your garlands, your toil ceafe a whiU, 

And joyfully welcome the May* 



NO. 1*. 
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No. iz., Sdurdofy Maj \Os^<. 

V 

.■ill I * I ^1 "■ - 

Muf/wsm maniius gfand^ kvaiur mms^- 
Maay hands make ligh( work.< 

I\T w no cafy matter fora private perfon to fiirnifli' ' 
out an entertainment for the pubhck, two days in '■ 
ihn weeky from his own private funds. Princes are 
indebted to the contributions of -their iiibjc^ for the- 
magnificence of their tables. Antientljin this kin^- 
dom, when money was- not>fo plenty as it is now^ it 
was ufual for the vaflais of each petty king, to iend 
to his majefty large fupplies of cattle, corn and fowls $ ; 
andy in ihort> allXbrts of provifioas» £br the iupport o£l 
his dignity, and the gjfanaenr. of4iis court r in return, 
he not osJy kep^an open tabiciopthem, but for every ' 
pcirfon who >i:ame to pay their homage to him. The 
ikme cuftom> Tarn told^ holds ^iU in fome paits of 
Ireland, amongft .their royal defcendants. ^■ 

Now, I, who endeavour to fet out only a fmall re- 
Mft, am not To unreafonable as-to eacpedt to levy fuch - 
Mfge taxes OB. my 4ubje£ts, as -thofe mighty monarchs 
dkt As.l am a young houfe-keeper m the writing 
way, I ihould at leaft hope for a fmall* houfe-warm- 
i^ The bed oeconomifty can fcarce, without fome 
amfUnce, fuppjly; his gu^fts with inch i^ variety of 
food as wiU pleaie them by itr^novelty, or prevent 
their palates firom naufeating. J have laid fome of the 
be^ 1 had before my. friends, the publick, vrithout 
recetvjng.,the lead help, except from the ingenioui 
NGfs Letty Love-youth» who furnifhed out myieventh 
nnmbervby a wtm fenfiUe letter, and an excellent 
copy of verfes. All this Thave giy«a gratis, as by^- 
b«i^ conveyed thro' the medium ^ Hbey's Mercury, 
it cofts, in reali^^ nothing to a^y body ;' for it is hard, 
if tlie beft coUedion of news, foreign and domefiicy and 
variety ^Mitferary mauer, are not wwdi a ha^>enny. 
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1 am fure fo large and populous a city as tbis me- 
tropolis, cannot want perfons capable of affording 
large fupplies in all the different wajs of learning, hu- 
mour, or wit. 

Thofe who ^ill not be at the trouble of making 
out a whole entertainment, might at leaft give a fingle 
diih : an elfay, for inftance, would make a good bead 
Mfi i a letter wHl do at the fiot ; a parceiof witti- 
cifms will make a good foup ; a fable or allegory, i»a 
fyi 'with a good crmft ; a copy of verfes, a rare JUe 
difi ; a piece of criticifm, a ragout \ an ode, ^ffUaSuh ; 
a pointed epigram is mmftard\ and fatire is mnigar z 
collections from anttent or modern hiflory wiu da 
well to tofs into a bajb, French diihes I abhor; the 
entertainments of that Ihowy nation, generally con- 
iifk, as Swift fays, of five nothings on five plates rf 
delfi. 

To (peak more plainly, I requeft fuch as can write, 
will contribute riieir afMance to my Speculations. 
To aids of this fort, the world is indebted for the 
%)edators, Tatlers and Guardians. My coufin Bick- 
cmaffe could never have carried thofe vaft works into 
execiltion, which he undertook, without die help of 
powerful auxiliaries. Tho' I do not by any means 
prtfulne to place myielf on a level with him, nor can 
I in reafbn expe6t fuch afliftance as he had, yet I 
think wkh fbme fmall helps, aufefiil, inftrudivrand 
entertaimng paper, mi|ht be kept up, twice a week. 
This ifland has been out too juftly catted the filent 
fitter : \x, is a Ihame that itothmg ra tins way has ever 
been undertalden here. Peopk will, fay,^ that «very 
iubje£t is exhaufted m thofe noWe works 1 mentioned j 
but let them coniider, what fireih matter arifes every 
day : the foibles, folHes, and abfurdities of mankind, 
Unll conttantly fpring frefh game : it is not the want of 
matter, but of genius, or eHe lazinefs or modefty, 
which preventJi attempts of this fort. No man can teU 
¥^at he can do till he trie?, as Horace fays : 

^id *vale^nt humeri quidqueferre rtaifant^ 

Thatisy 
^nat his firmgth-wU hear, 

Idiink 
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I think tkey wko kave a letraed education ftould^ 
bf all means, prove the force of their powers : tbty 
may depend, that what ever they kady iiall be pub* 
liflied It it be worth it; if not, it iball be teturntd, 
and their nlunes kept feciet. Contributicau of this 
kmd will be received by the printer hereof.^ 

P. S. Since I wrote the above, I have received Ae 
following pretty epiftle, from mv very fprightfy, and 
lughly efteemed correipondent, Mtfi JLb.tt v Love- 

YOUTH. W ^ 

^ Dear Wac. 

* T AMdoiibi)ro«toffie&^perwtdtyoui firft,ibr{ht 

* J- fly iniinuations of .the merit of my attempt, and 

* your de(^ to (h|b me a poet tn petticoats: afeomlp 

* wit? defend us, heavens! whataftrange phaenome* 
' on: yon are to weU acquainted wi^ the MMt of 

* our fex, not to be convinced,, that even ill-grqunded 
^ lattery will- eafihr per&ade us diat we are att wit and 

* charms. I fee the toils are;i(pfe^, and it is my own 

* fault if I am entai^Ied. 4. 

* Dear Speculation, do you think it tolerable, 
' ibr fpriehtly e^teen, t^ pore and grow ^a)e to the 

* €dkly flame (Ha lamp, and exhauft a fpriiig-Hde of 
^ ipirits, in die idle., world of imagioatioB? wheaio 

* ai^ny loft realities cooid, in the fiean timf , be whif- 
' pmd into our. ears by the .pretty feUowa, whaba^e 
' their k>ve rhetoric larded with die.p&%ed fcrapft^ 
' tragic extacy ? Jtmpoifible. My fecond andprmci^ 
\ pal difcontent, mvsfi from y;our negledii^ to hunt 

* down the g^une you ftartied, and the timed ^Ecufb 
' you jplead ^r want, of influence, $nd the ueiverfal^ 
^ ty of the Infection. If -the queftion be put in; th^ 

* houfe, we may be Aire of a majority : why then 
' /hould you dread application? The tgeneraUty/>f the 
' French influenza, is the moft prevalent argument for 

* exertinff all your vigour to ftop the further progrefs 

* of it. My , uncle Forefight made a vfsry fenubie rt- 
« mark on the folly of the times, That it was pxtraor- 

* ^ai^, that the French, after making afles of bur 

* politicians, ihoukl make flieep of our women, and 
^ nife a fortune by their fleeces. As the modem 

♦ beads 
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' heads are indebted to the African or Negro tafte, 
' for their vaft improvement, our Belles want nothii^ 

* now to render them compleatly enchanting, but the 
' importation of fome American operators to fcalp 
' them, and the additional hottentot ornament of 
^ hanging pendants from their lips and noftrils; and 

* I dont queftion, but in a few^ years, it will be as 
< fashionable to be dreiTed A-lm cbiroquii^ or A-VHot^ 

* i$nt(ufi^ as A l^modt dt Paris. 

* Your conftant reader, 
F « Letty Love-yocth/ 



No. 13. Tuefday^ M^ 13. 



MJ$ me peiit Galatia la/dt/a pmBa. Vi r© 

Sweet Galatea, forightly kfs^, 
^ At aged Wagftaffc make« a pafs. 

TlyT^ faff correfpondent, Letty LoTC-youth, fecms 
iVl to be ^uite out of patience at the abufes of the 
faihions, which ihe fays I only touched upon She 
k a fine, ienfible, lovelv kfs, and modeftly declmei 
thofe pralfea ihe fo juftly dcfervcs, as (he b at once; 
Ike Sapho and Dacier of the age. Surely the Itttlc 
rainx does not pretend to draw Sixty-five into her 
tolls; (he muft be a coauetj or if flie is in earneft,. 
m certainly has an odd fancy. This, however flie 
saay be affured of, that what Cadenus fays of Vaaefla^ 
■u true, with regard to her : 

" Wimiir niexatkns lovt afteni^ 

** ^ht need n§ rivals ^pprtbtndi 

•• Htr/tx, with mttmexfal wrre,' 

" Muft laugh at her caprimus cbHet.*^ 

For, tho' Ihe may like me better than the pretty fel- 

^y^fi ' who have their love rhetoric larded with thp 

" Whai 
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•* VTbai charm CM Jh$ find 

^* In tfiSf toitb readings aUmft hUnd*^ 

I am not a Vertumaus, to deceive fo fweet a Pomo- 
na; nor a Pluto, to carry ofF a Proferpine: but thiy 
I ihall always be proud of, to hold correfpondence 
with fuch a lively girl ; and to efteem^ I won*t fay to 
love her, but in a Platonic way. 

My f^er Letitia (who has thrown afide hec falfe 
cucls, and appears now in her own grey again) pref- 
fes me hard td marry„ in order, as ihe fays, to keep 
up the family of the Wa|ftafiFes. I {hewed her Mils 
l^ve-youth's letter, on which (he cried out> wttk fome 
vehemence, '* Indeed, brother, this girl likes you^ 
'^ and were it not that ihe diiUkes the fafhions, I could 
/' wiih it was a match. You have a good fortune, and 
** no heir to inherit it." < Sifter,' feys I, < theobje^ion 

* vou make to the lady, is the very reafon I efteem 
< her ; (he has good tenfe> abhors the folly of her 
« fex, and de&ifes very juftly theis poor vanity and af- 

* fetation. If I could lq> off hut thirty years of my 
' age, I fhould think myfelfeittremely happy in a union 

* with one of her refined underftanding % but as I alway a 

* had an utter averfion to unequal matches* I can only 
« regret my want of youth. How would vou relifli a 

* nropolal from 'Squire Groufe» our neighoour who is 
^ but twenty-ei^t V — *« I flioiildnot diflike it, brother,'* 
cried (he, in fome emotion,. ** but confider,. I am fome 
^* years your junior; I wiih he would write me fuch a 
*« letter; I fhould have no fcruples." Here I interrupt- 
ed her, by obferving, that in general old women are 
more fond of matching with voun^ men, than old 
men with young women. I tnen inftanced feveral 
wanton old^pwagers, who facrificed youths to their 
wanton appetites, as Achilles did to the manes of his 
friend Patroclus. Old Fauftina,^ for this purpofe» 
took Jack Knapfack from wretchednefs and want, ta 
loll in her coacn.— — Here my fiftcr could not contsui^ 
herfelf, but flew out of the room, and left me to fi- 
niih my Speculation. I ihall, therefore, requefl that 
my fair, fenfible conefpondent, will perfift in helpiiw 
me to cone^ tbe abfurditki of mamdnd in genera^ 

aiid 
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and the foibles of her fex in particular; and fhall con- 
clude this dtLj'i Speculation with the following 4ine8» 
which 1 juil received from an unknown h^> 

L0OA into SwiP^*8 ivorisf and yoi^U find 
Jhefumiturt ef^ufomaf^s mind: 
Compare our Udies ivith his letter ^ 
Tot^Uj fie they were, in his days, tetter. 
Ottr^s now run mad avith folitejfe 
Of France, in equipage and dre/i\ 
Each modern fine lady places 
Her fiimmum bonum in French laces ; 
For Irijhjitit, Jbe cannot bear it. 
The filthy trafi ! foh, who wou*d wear it t 
Thinks that the odious, nafiyftuf. 
For tradefmisfs wwies is good enough : 
The miebty tafie ofdrefsfie plans. 
Of ribbands, gauzes, muffs and fans ; 
On foreign luxury and nonfenfe. 
Which all our money carries off hence l 
Nor do I think herf^lfs Ufs in 
The curfed fajhion of bair-dreffrng ; 
Where ecKhfool with the other tnes 
For heads ofmoft enormous fixe ; 
With monfirous Frencbing in the fronts 
And wool and horfe hair daft upot^t^ 
Ifyostttg maids foem at gentle imnhs$ 
Old w o m e n , fiire are curPd rams : 
Mut greater ills eu^eftiU behind, 
Ifo taint theyomt^ and binding mind: 
What mifobirf to the fair one tomes. 
From thofe permdos^ places, drums f 
d womae^s ^virtue, and her ca/b, 
Are there, alike, aeeotmted tre^ j 

Corinna thus in *uice grotsm old^ / 
With mat chiefs in^uJhnee is boldf 
Who, tho* an arraset flsarping cbeatt,. 
A U^-fi Sh-efirg^d to coronet. 
Flirting infide^osc, fi^e appear Sf 
> Corrupting tbofi of tender years i 
And, *voidofJbatni, the aged firnmpetf 
H$r 'vices to tho mforld^wiU trumpet* 

W No. 14^ 
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No. 14. Saturday^ Maj 17. 



In nova fart animus mtttatas dicereformas. OviD. 
Of faihioiis chang'd to better modes I fing. 

TMoft heartily coi^atiilate the fair ones in this 
town, on their reiu>ration to their priftine forms i 
I mean as to the drefling of their hair. The ladies are 
at length returned to the former cleanly cvftom of 
combing their own hair, and become once more rifkt 
in their beads. I was really apprehenfive that tner 
might have contra^ed a plica Gaiiica^ by that abomi* 
nable mode of Prenching> in the fame manner as the 
Poles, (who are a nafty people) by their fikhinefs are 
uonbled with what is calied> the plica Pcknica^ or 
Polifli twift. I am rejoiced that they have not only 
efc^ed that dangerous diforder, which arifes from the 
entan^ing of the hair, bnt that they have aifo thrown 
off die vaft incumbrance of ^fe curls and wool, with 
«i much eafe as the Countefs Trifaldi got rid of her 
enchanted beard, and that without the puiffant arm of 
a Don C^ixote. I do not claim to myfelf entirely the 
meiit of the difinchantmenty as that Knight Errant did 
widi regard to Trifaldi, but m»ft partly attribute it to 
another caufe, viz. that the approaching feaibn will be 
too warm §ot iiich a fuperfluous covering of the head. 
One ill confequence I fear will hanpen from the dif* 
uie of Frendung, that wool will fail confiderebly in 
ks price, as I am well informed that large parcels of 
that cooanoMklity were bought up by ike hair^-dreiers 1 
liiey have large quantities ef it> no doubt, upon their 
haiKls ; and I am afraid, as they are out of bufinefs at 
prefent, that thefe Friffeurs will be under the fatal ne* 
ceffity of manufa6tnriiMC their flock into mops, and 
crying them about the ftreets during the fummer fea- 
fim. I thought we (houid have had fome fuccedane- 

nm 
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urn to anfwer for the Frenching, which would have 
been to the 4M as unbecoming and uncleanly ; for in- 
ftance».I. expedted. that cotton, as it is a foreign com-* 
modit^ .would have been introduced inftead of wool, . 
for coolne(sy .in hotweatfaery .^ Juvenal tells ,u& that? 
the Roman knights, in*Ius time, hadriummer and win* 
ter« rings; but I am agreeably furpriled to find that 
this has not come, to pus» and that we can once more 
behold* the ladles of^ this iOand in their native charms, . 
and divefted^ofi theic<horfidxurled (kakes, look beau — 
tiful in the natural ornament of their own hair. As -x 
BOthii» recommends theJaif^iex 4o much to ours, as .- 
neatnels.in their perfons, J -hope the^ never will again ^ 
bring up thatsOdious faihion^ becaufe it^is undoubted*. - 
ly>prodtt^ve of a vary dilagreeable. concomitant, but.: 
that they will continue .to . comb their ^ownheads^tis 
their grandmothers did*. I'kaow» -that they who have, 
the misfortune^ of red hair, and they whofe grey lockt 4 
betray their jrears, wUl in a body join againft me ; t>ut 
1 am fure 01 having the far. greater party of the beau« 
tfful ^iv'zcnErjv.and.the, delightful: //ar/(i,. on my fide* . 
Let then the /ornis and the..^rc^tdifguife their form i 
as they will,.and make Jthemfelves.as. ugly^as.the>GhiK - 
Bea negroes with their wooUy^adt. . 

I was beginning to grow ferious upon this iulje^ .« 
when I received the following letter. My much va^ • 
luedcorrefpondent, however>.cjtdl&me.outof my name, « 
by itiling my ^ouladoiiB the .Humourist, as I . 
bave for fome tune dropped that title, ^n very juft r 
reafonsr and do, for the future,..intend 10 appear uiw 
der that of my real chaiaaer, the-B AT C H£ L O R^ ^ 
which I have thifrxky aflumed. * I found that foma 
of tof readers mi^ftooLthe-raeanii^ of the word Hu- 
iffOV-RiSTy and imagined I meant thereby to fet up 
for auiokl fellow of wit and. iiikmout, or m the vulgar r 
call ajocofe man, a h''$fum/omi tmnu I now in form ^ 
enter ray Caveat agsjnft all witticisms, on my new dtlo 
•f BAiiCJiELoar mm the fmall wits, who, nodoub^ 
will play- off: ihett whizzii^, artillery of nonfenfe oiv 

me, . 

* The prccc(% wornHn-U thi^piiicr were tntideiL The 
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me, bj callme me the OU Batdnlor, the Fufy Batclh' 
fitr, and (b forth. I ho^ the ladles will not frown 
en me for being (b long m the world without having 
ej^erienced the bleilings of a married ftate : but my 
reafbns for this, I have already fet forth in my anfwer 

tOthcPRATLEH. W. 

To Jeofpry Wagstapfe. 

Friend Jeo FPU Y> 

* AS thou feemeft to be a fober, difcreet man, I 

* ^^ could not refift the inward impulfe of telling 

* thee fo» and of applauding thy delign to reform the 

* manners and dreis of the wicVed ones. I feldom' 
' put 00 my fpectacles to read profane news-letters j 

* hut fifter Sarah ftole one of thy papers into my hands, 

* I think on the day before yeflerday ; I looked at the 

* title, and there found the wicked words Mercury a,nd 

* Hmmourift : lifter, fifter, quoth I> I fear our journey 

* to Dublin upon the holy occafion, will entirely cor- 

* rupt thy mind, and faften the ftings of the deih in 

* thy heart Brothet Obadiah^ quoth (he, be not too 
' fbon inflasied with wrath, but read— read— read r I 

* read ; and lo— the fpidt of humour was not in thy 

* paper ; but the fpirit of fober, modeft gravity, feem- 

* ed to dwell in every line thereof: I was pleafed, an 
' inward jay fpread itfelf through all my bones, even 

* unto the top of my (kuU — ^1 was fuddenly dofed — I 

* felt working within— and lal— m half an hour I 

* breathed iorth thy whole piece in the interrupted 

* ejaculations of a niioft godly fermon. Oh ! — oh ! — 
' oh, that the brethren were liftening unto me. St- 

* fter Sarah, who fometunes loveth to prink up her 
' head in the vanities of dHuiion, moft delibera'^elT 

* ftood up, took eflP her cap^ let it fall on the ground, 

* erring out in the fpirit of repentance, , . . why — 
4 wny— >why (hould we wear any drefs at all ? — arc 

* we not made without drefs } — do^we not come into 

* the world without drefs ?— oh !— oh !— oh I— , . 
^ her head is bald : I feared (he might catch cold : I 

* took up the cap from a motive of^tendernefs to aa 

* tidtrly pate, that is not alwaya regular*, from fipping 

i too 
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* too much of the— fpirit : the cap was ftifF as whale- 

* bone ; iifter, what is this ?— a French cap, fhe fajf- 

* ed, with a iigh — French ! quoth I ; here indigna- 

* tion ftill corks the fpirit I can write no more— 

* Friend Wagftaffe, 

* I am, 

* Obadiah Plaincoat.* 

* P. S. I have been ruminatiog fome days on the 

* above, and have read more of thy meditations, which 

* I hoped to form into fpiritu^ difcourfes for my coun- 

* try brethren J but, Jeoiiiy WagftaflFe, I begin to fmeli 

* fomething of the world in thee ; fomething profane 

* like wit and humour : if fo, thou art a fox in a lamb- 
' &in, and 1 will have no more to do with thee or thine.* 

F 

from the Mbkcury in Parliament-ftretU 

EPIGRAM. 

ONCE^ the Almighty-, J^r the fin of man^ 
Didjhwrten by a Flood, hii ^wretched ffan 5 
^ho* he Jhould fend a feamd^ o*wn we muft^ 
7hat the Ahnigbtfs punifhtnmt nverejuft : 
Our 1^ * • ♦ ^te*s by corruption fo unclNin^ 
Naught but a Flood can tuajh it white again, S. 

TlTHONUS ^zW H1BERNIA. 

TITHOKUS, m^h^n he grenju decaf d. 
And vantedyouth^ at imily 

Addrefs*dthe gnds and humbly pray'd^ 

Th^ tvould reneiv his Bill. 

This do^ HiBEHNiA tho* Uis odds 

T9U never gain your fuit ! 
Frtteynt 00 kings f and not to gods, 

throetgh tnaiiator ^ * ♦ ♦. 

Not in the vsey Ti T ho n us fued, 

Tet/mfpticmte kisfate : 

But fee "^-^ that 'when YOVK bill's reMew*d, 

It dees not com — — too late f 

Tnefdk^, 
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No. 15. Tuefday^ May zo. 

Dux faemna faSu Vi R€. 

A woman leads. the way. 

THave received the following fetter from my charm- 
ing female correfpondent, wherein I find (he is re- 
folved to c«t do me, as much in fuperioiity of writ- 
isB%i as fprightly youth blooms over (inking age. I 
perceive I am not a match for her even at my own 
weapon, the pen \ how much lefs then could I attack 
her \n a love con(li6t ? nam tnrts animique defidunt ^ 
« my ftrength and fpirits fait** 

* Dear Wag, 

* TN love! O horrid creature! How could your 
' -L fifter dream of the unnatural union of January 
' and May? to ingraft the bloflbms of eighteen, on 

* the autumnal trunk of iixty. Shocking! I am not 

* of an ivy complexion to cling round a withered oak : 

* I am not for a (inecure hufl^d j 'tis contrary to the 
' canons of matrimony : I am quite in a pafiion with 

* her. Now, to chat rationally on this affair, what 

* fettlement could you make to atone for this facri- 

* fice.' The reveruon of your Speculations, or a 

* jointure inParnaffus? The former, tho' vokHninous, 

* would raife but a fcanty pittance, widi fnufF-(hop8 

* and pailry cooks ; and the latter « defcribed by 

* learned geographers, as the moft barren fpot oi 

* earth in the umverfe. A ftw fprigs of bay flioot 

* up here and there JbMveen frightful thorns ; and e- 

* ven that hooootfy tribute of an ungrateful foil, is 
^ guarded by a kind of voracious mungrns, called, Cri- 

* tvck39 who, unlefs they are fopped to iiience, Ce^* 

* t>erus-likc, open the tripplc jaws of de(lrttdion ta 
< bark merit out of countenance. Belides, I am told 

* there are fo many pretenders to that fmall (pot, 

• that 
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* that I fhould never be able to recover a foot of it, 

* unlefs Chancellor Homer, or Secretary Pope, would 

* patronize the caufe j and alas ! contrary to the lau- 

* dable cuftom of the modern learned in the law, the7 

* arc above bribery. What expedlation theii of fnc- 

* cefs? I am quite terrified with the thought, efpeci- 

* ally when I coniider the number of the(e poeticaL 

* architects who ran themfelves out of houfe and out 

* at elbows, by foliciting a grant to build there j and 

* who after a fruitlefs confumption of time and ftndy^, 

* had the agreeable comfort to- be billotted, by order 

* of court,, in the Palace of Famine,, eredbed at the > 

* foot of the mountain, for the reception of maimed 

* authors,, and difabled fcriblers; where, they pafs the 

* remainder of their days, in the luxury of a garret 

* hvng with cobweb tapeftry, and ornamented with 

* lamentable dittieaj ai^. I queftion if all the fire 

* of Pihdus would warm them of. a firofty night, or all 
' the water of Helicon baniih the lownefs of fpiritft 

* occafioned by the llagnation of their purfe. 

* As to your Platonic fcheme, I have no objeftioiii , 

* You may ogle thro' fpe6tacles, if you pleafe, and 
^ get Babiea hy tcfedion; and. I fancy, old Wa o^ . 

* they would be the proper heirs to inherit the for- 

* tune and (lipport the dignity of the Wife-acres^,. 

* There is a committee of ■ fome fmart, fenfible giris. 

* to, fit on the modern heads, and as addreffes are 
•^ quite fafhtonable, we intend to deliberate on one ibf 

* the reformation of thefe glaring abufes, which ds- 

* figure humanity. We defi^ to iffue writs for the 

* eledtfon of fome members to eredt ourfelvcs into a 

* female parliament. We may have our Pits and . 

* Pratts, though I defpair of finding any Lady Little - 
*- tongue (the original name of Litdeton.) Your Prat- 

^ Icr wda fair for being fpeaker. Adieu, dear Stre- ♦ 
•- phon. ♦ Your fighing 

F • LetIX.IA LoyE-YOUTH.* 

I cannot help acknowledging that her fcheme for a - 
female parliament, to regulate the modes and faih- 
ions »of drefs, would be a moft excellent one: but 
then I would have it reftrained by proper limitations. 
In the &rft p)ace> I would tafift on being abfodute jdicr 

tator,^ 
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tator, to controul thei: determinationsy or acletftfo 
have a negative on all their ads, as the fex is frail : in 
the next place, I would appoint a houfe fuperior to 
rhem, confining of the Lords of the creation ; 1 do not 
mean of tops, petit maires, of women's men, but of 
MEN. My reafon for this uplper houfe is, that we fee 
hy fatal examples, how deftrudive the too great pow- 
er of the commonalty has always proved. Rome loft 
Its liberty by the licentious power which the Plebiant 
ufurped, and fold their country to Caefar. The 
(enace was too feeble to reftrain them, and the Confult 
vrcce Cyphera. Now, "without a counter balance of 
jpower, 10 reftrain thefe female commoners, may it 
no' be in the power of a prettier gentleman than Cae- 
At, to overturn thr& conftitution ? 

To come to later times, obferve the havock made 
^'in the Engliih conftitution in the re^n of Charles the 
Firft, by the houfe of conunons aifuming the reina of 
jpvernmentinto their own hands:; and I fear we have 
man/ Cromwells in peticoats, who would be as ready 
to turn thefe members out of their houfe, as that u- 
iurper did. Upon .thefe accounts, therefore^ 1 muft 
lav down thefe regulations: I will affume the power 
-01 a negative on their bills; the lords ihall conuft of 
rational, fober men, who will noc debauch the com- 
mons, and all bills fhall take their rife in the lower 
boufe. This fhall be triennial^ as we too often expe- 
Ttence the wofii] confequences of long fitting. This 
will, m fbme meafure, oe a fecurity againft bribery 
and corruption, and prevent many of the members 
from becoming old women, who are veiy apt to tir« 
their hearers with tedious harangues. W 

From rife MzKCVUY in Farliamiftt-Jfriit. 
On a lady, who had received a paralytick fb-oke at 
night on her right arm, remarkable for an bandfome 
hand, that was always open to the poor. 
I. 

CUPID /raying /rem bis ietiul^rp 
At length arri'ved at ♦ Par k * 
Eliza* s arm nonjo feels his pewo^r ; 

Heflrikesitinthe darkl U. Wii# 

* The lady'f country fett. 
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II. 
Ttai arm that often ftoU his io^. 

That pohjhed fmootb offender I — 
/// crime nvas being nvhite aj/noWf 

And making hearts furrender. 

in. 

A great invader it has heen, 

Cries out the God of heauty^^ 
But charity Jhall cover fin ; 

Ihat hand has done it 4 duty i 
IV. 
7o Qhxntj he leases the fair ! 

The Goddeb Jh-ait attends-^ 
7o plead for her peculiar car$9 

To heaven fbe firait afceuds ! 
V. 
Eliza's firong memorial*! fent .^— • 

Her prayer and ahuf hy turns, 
'Plead for the thoufaiids j^/ has lent /— • 

Her guardian now returns f 
VI. 
She comes f-^She has it in command l"^ 

Her arm fi all be reftoreeh-^ 
F§r He who heaPd the vtither^d hand ! 

Is good Eliza's Lord! 

Twenty-third ode, firft book of Horace, imitated. 

T^ EAR ChloCf ho*w can you difdain 
1 9 The hearty nvhich has hied at yottr Jbrine f 
Why trifUt my love, nvith my pain, 
IFben my heart is unchangeably thine? 

Like the fawn, which the mountains have brkd, 

Whofe parent incautious hasfirafd; 
When love vjinds his horn, you have fled. 

Nor could love flop the timorous maid. 

Tet prithee, my charmer, believe, 

*Tis timefoft fenfations to prove % 
*Tis time your mamma you fl>ould leavt'^ 

Sixteen Jhould be brtmful of love. 

To 
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To a lad7» on pnineing her flowering (hiubs, emi- 
nent ^OT her power in muuck. 

^^ m^ IS fable all^^^-tubai dreaming bards aivamci% 
X Hvw Orpheus made the nodding trees to danc$ 
fif/ Thracians. in their ringlets^ thought the grvQt% 
Still as they heat thegrtf-rndf appeared to mo*ve : 
But' grant the ^ahle f u^-^our potv^r is snare f 
Tou^ hv your handi^-^^an open natures ftorr^ 
UfAindtbe glehe-^a new creation makt*-^ 
And hid thejleepingflowers-^to awake !— 

Ifotr ail command! nf^ charm t^^your finger fnch ! 

9'hit by that art-^^our harpficord you touch ! 

Thefickiy Jb uhs revi'ue' — emd ^n*d hyyoUf 
Forget their feafons-^and all btoonf^antos ! 



No. 16. Saturday^ May zj^. 



In publica commoda peccem 
Ss longo fermone morer tua temfora f Ho R 

* To Mifs Lbtty Lovb-youth, Speaker of the 
Lower Houfe. 

* Madam Speaker, 
«▼ Before gave you ray fentiments and approbation 
•X of your fchemc for creding a^ Senate for the 

* regulation of modes and faihions in drefs. I hope 

* you have, purfuaint to my permiffion, iflued out 

* writ* for the ele^ion of ^oaembers. As I know you 

< to be a fcnfible, difcreet young lady, I intruft you, 

* at your own defire, widi the important manage- 
« ment of the chair. Now, for goodnefs fake, let 

< me, in imitation of the great Don Quixote, give you 
« fome inftru^ions for your conduct in it, as that wife 

* knight did to his faithful 'Squire Sancho, before W 
« fet out for the ifland of Barataria, to take upon him 
« the govenunent of it. 
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< In the firft place, then, keep up jour refpca, in 

* order to fupport the dignity ot the chair you fit in: 

* Preferve order and decency amoneft the members ; 
^ for as I know women tire naturaUy loquacious, it 

* will be Tery difficult co manage it fo, as that but 

* one fliall fpeak at a time. If is Tcry poilible vou 

* may, at dmes, have them all getting up to foeak at 

* once. This you muft by all means, put a ftop to, 
' otherwife the dreadful confequence or pulling caps 

* may enfue. If this fliould once be the cafe, I trem- 

* ble even for the Speaker's handkerchief, ruffles, 

* tucker, or even her very cap. If thefe riotous pro- 

* ceedings (hould go on, I (hould be under the necei&* 

* ty of diflblving them, or at leaft of proroguing 

* them, left by their long (itting, they (hould be as 

* troublefome as the Rump Parliament was in England 

* in the time of Cromwell. 

* In the next place, let all your proceedings be go* 

* verned by the unerrmg rule of juftice : let no party 

* cabals, favour or affeSion, fwerve you to partiality : 
' but above all things, avoid«jobbs. Thefe you muft 

* deteft, even tho' you (hould difobl^e your neareft 
« friends by it : For inftance, you (hould not fuffer 

* any body to fit as a member whofe head is French'd, 
< who wears French filld, is a gabler at drums, raves 

* of Tenducci, and all Italian (ingers, has fcam- 

* pered to Paris, or defplfes her native country. Such 

* a fool as this, you (hould order to be expelled, 
^ even tho* (he were your fifter ; for how can a perfon 

* of this (lamp, who is herfelf guilty of thefe enor*^ 

* mous abfurdities and fopperies, deliberate cooly or 

* impartially, or give her vote honeftly on the grand 

* point of reformmg abufes ? Members of this kind 

* would (bon overturn your very conftitudotoy and dc- 

* ftroy the end of your being called together. But a* 

* hove ail, you muft take care that fops. Petit Maitres, 

* and thefe infe£ts, commonly called pretty gentlemen, 

* (hall have no influence on your coun(els ; vour minds 

* will be in as much danger from thefe (nadows, as 
' your perfbns would be in from real mea 

* In your choice of members, I muft alfo further td- 

* vife yoU| if married women are to h^ve a place, not 

« to 
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< to admit aiif of the Rousiouskts s for they are fo 
« u fed to he^torandbttltytheiroftforttmatehufband's, 
^ that they never can be kept within any rules of 

* Older. 

* WaatOQ old^dowiigers I would tikcwife delude, 

* as being the very people who firft brought into 
' vpgue nie oirleddi^oe of Frenching in order Co 

* Ude thetr bald pates and grey hair9» and who wHi 
« ftill perGd in ufiff falfe curls, and clappitM; that 

* wool on their heads, which they fhould rather be 
« enyp^oyed m^^innu^. lliey will always, therefore, 

< in this particular,^ be refradory, and will never 
' Anient to the aboliihing a faihjon which throws 

* down al4 diftindion between the head of fixty and 

< fizteen* Policy then w91 make them ^deavour to 

* get the young kdiet to keep them in countenance. 

* For tiie-Aune reafoni would abfolutely (hut out ofd 

< maids, as thieywiU be apt to ihew too much ran* 
^ cotir and iburnefs in 'their debates. On this ac- 
« count, I do not delire that even myfifter, Lctty 

« WagRafl^, ifhould be chofen a members ihe Is very 
' pditive, and loves to^ talk too much, «nd fome- 

< times not much to the purpofe ; moreover^ the ma- 
*' ^cious world might fay, that I wanted, by her 
^ means, to have an undue influence on your hou(e. 

* Th\% I ihall never, by dire6t or indire^ means, 

* ftrive to do, as 1 <!ould wilh that all your ads and 
« deternainations may tend to the reforming the fe- 
« ma}^ of this lOand, with regard to mariners and 

* drefs, which at prefent they iland very much in 
« need of. 

• I ihall, from time to time, exped from you, (or 

* from whatever member you fliallappoint for that , 

* purpofe} an abftrad of all your votes and refol'u- 

* tions, that they may be laid before me for my af- 
' feat and negative. I ihall mod giacioufly receive 

* any addrefles which ftall be prefented to me. I d<i 
« hereby appoint James Hoey, junior, to print thefe 

* in the Mercury, in my Speculations, or other- 
' wife, as I (hall think proper ; and that no other 

* perfon do prefume to print the fame. It is almoft 

Vol. I. D lime 
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< time for me to aik you, in the words of my motto, 

* as Horace did to Aaguftus, 

' Shall I once err again ft tbi common lueai, 
* And from Urtoodyota^griot attention ftealf 

* I hope you will attend to thefe my diredions, aiid 
^ let me often have the pleafure of reading your 
f witty,' fenfible letters,* I am, madam, 

f Your admirer, and moft humble fi^vaot, 

• *' J. Wagstafpe.' 

^ P. S. J[uft as I had written the above, tny filler 

< came into my clofet, all fineared with Allen's beft 

* Rapee, and gave me a card, which Ae infifted I 
/ ihould inclofe>to you. As Ae/ writes, as well as 

* reads without fpedacles, the writing was fo bad, 

* that even T—*—e could not read it. But as I am 

* acquainted with her hieroglyphics, I have made a 

* fhift to tranfcribe it in her own words : 

<* ly/T^SS Letitia!s Wagstaffe's compU- 
" XtX ments to Mifs tiOvi-TouTH; fee tafces 
«< the liberty to acquaint her, fhat (he has made ^ety 
«« free with her brother Jeoffry, with regard to his 
« years. She Would have her to know he is not that 
« old, withered dry oak fte calls him, but young 
«< enough for lier, or any young flirt like her. As to 
<< fettlement, flie alTures her he has fomething more 
<< fubflantial than that high-flown one ihe mentions 
<* fromOmur, He is rich enough, and Ihe isforry he 
<< (hould defcend fo low as to leflen the antient family 
<« of the WagftafFes, by paying his addreflcs to any 
*« young jilt Tike her. She hopes Mifs Love-youth 
«* will hereafter have reafon to repent her haughty 
** refufal of her brother, and her turning his years 
'* into ridicule. Notwithftanding her airs, (he may 
** yet come to he, what ihe fo much defpifes in other 
'» folks, anOJdMaid.^ . . 

T 

' To the 

% 
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' r^ /;&^ B A T C H E L O R, 
* Mr. Wagstaffe, • 
« T ONLY waited for a hint from you that affiftance, 

* X woald be acceptable, to begin a correipondence^, 

* but it muft be on m/ own terms : firft, jou muft 

< promife to correct and finiih what I fend you, and 

< if you do not approve of my compoiicions, to o- 
' init tbem entirely : in a word, make whatever ufe 
^ you think proper of them ; and fecondly, you muft 

< never attempt even to gue& who, or what I am ; 

* for if once found out, 1 am iilenced for ever. If 

* you knew I wa» old or ugly^, you would throl¥ a- 

* way all my letters with di<guft, and withbut exa* 

* mining into their meiics ; and on the other hand, 

* if you found I was young, handfome, and agree- 

* able, you would look with a too favourable eye on 

* my productions, and your prepofleflion in the au- 

* thor's favour, might make you approve alio of the 

* work, undefervedly ; thus, unlefs unknown, I 

< cannot hope to be treated with impartiality, If 

* you agree to the above conditions, afTure yourfelf 

* you have a benevolent Fairy deyoted to your fer- 

* vice, who will affume all fliapes to convey inftruc- 

* tion to thofe not too vain to be taught or im- 

* proved by, 

* Yours, &c. 
I ' Incognita.' 



Fmm /i&^ MERCURY /« Parliament-ftreet. 
On the death of Mifs L e of Cole rain. 

^gHE rofe put early forth a dainty hud^ 

Which Jbed choice perfume on the ambient air ; 
When from the norths on icy pinions bore. 
Came a dire chilling blaft which nipped thatfower, 
j^nd fpcird its f'weets, ere yet it had difclos d 
Half its fair promised beauties to the fun. 
Daphne y fvueet Daphne^ thus a tender /boot 
In early infancy began to bloom ; 

D a Serene 
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Serene her temper nvas^ and <tvinning mildi 

Sprightly her fancy ^ and acute her tvit | 

Her heart ana headf by libWal nature formed, 

TV render bir alike betb g09d and great : 

$ui death %ukeff feytbe't infaiiat$f mews dewn all 

Wi4bout diJHnilhn% JH^ung^. idd% fimple^ 'vaife^ 

^(AkdeytfeUfyoilw^ abl untimely comet 

And erefd this efning budy the^ garden^ s pride^ 

7be hpe^ the.^my eftbe^ euite/vater ; 

Which ien in unripe f%veetMefs Jkn)eef4r nnas 

Thoft vulgar r^esfsM hientm pfi tbffialk^ 

4hmf^l grim deai^ bis handmisAt wfJf^ have JIayd 

ReletUistgt atfe ofsrcilefs if'def^ 

See nrw tie precieus girl all 'v^i$hering iin 

A breathlefs,^ cUtf cold cerfe ; that faJud cheeky 

Which late like ivWy fiaUfCd*with ble^d didglew ; 

See even the blended red andtvbite, alas / hew pale / 

Thefi iyes 'which bright as diamonds^ e^en nonv 

Sparkled an amiable and lively fenfe, 

Hew dim ! hew funk ! bow clos'din endlefs night I 

%be dew ef fpecA^ by facred Jilence barr^a. 

Hew mute that tongue, whofefweet garrulity. 

Like mujickf aft has held the lift^ning ear : 

Tbofe limbs t ivhich a^pve usdtejkip around 

In f port ive wife f hew motienlefs ! hewfiiff! 

AU^^all is changed, naught ef herfelf remains ; 

Andnjohat luas late gay, animated grace. 

Is new an inert piece if lifelefs clay. 

7he fpotlefs feuU from this poor cabin fled^ 

A naked traveller, thro* ^tther pure 

Above the zodiac k Jhars, eager to join 

Jhefer/iph train, who, joys celeftial quaff, 

Anachaunt incejfant their Redeemer's praife^ 



No. 17. 
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No. 17. Tuefday^ May 27. 



BEIN G in arrears with myrorrelpofldentt, Ifliali 
devote this day's Batchelqr to the clearing off 
part of tjiat arcount. 

K# Force o/TaBjuDiCB: A POEM. 

y^ LL human raci^ iy ^uiat Ifiu^ 

Art oft Ureal merit ilind^ 
Whili knavti andfoels rfe^'ryfime. 
At times are counted gQ§d and wife j 
As each agrees er holds eonnediort, 
With creatures efhie otvn cpmplexiort. 

ThusVorouofs, n»itb affis berrid^ 
And elocution fierce and florid ^ 
By force of mere mociferation^ 
Is grown the champion of tJk nation ; 
And (*were they notvali^e) might bully 
Thegreat Demosthencs or Tully. 

Ttus Pblogus too, the State-Empiric, 
Becomes the theme of Panegyric , 
His printed fluff and pompous babble , 
7hedeleQation of the rabble, * 

6Vf , hoFUj the croud around him preffes 
With fpeeches^ ballads^ fhouts^ addreffes / 
But/oft^ my friends y attend to reafon^ 
Your compliments are out offeafon 5 
JflT Phlogus, now in his declenfion^ 
Isficb ofpraife^ but wants a penfion ! 

Is there a wretch^ who only aims 
At flinging dirt and calling names ; 
I'he good defamesy reviles the greats 
Najtf libels both the charch andflate^ 

D 3 Eath 
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Each toping '/quire andftupid cit^ 
Will dub the animal'^a tvit ! 

nat fools can teize andgi<ve offence, 
Wefoon might Jbenv from common fen£u 
Ana prove ty arguments concluji^e, 
I'haten/rj dunce can heahufive: 
ForfurCi to vilify his betters^ 
No block-head needs the aid of Utters ^ 
Nor doth the ponuW to hifs andflander 
Exceed the genius of. a gander. 

Notfuch the talent^ fuch thefpirit 
Required to give its due to merit j 
7o praife the man, *who, firm andfteady. 
To aS his part is alivays ready ; 
fThof 'mid the tumults of a realm ^ 
Canjitferenely at the helm ; 
Not difcompos^d or out of humour. 
At ev'ty vague and idle rumour ; 
Nor is he mov^d by each fuggefiion, 
JVhich calls his conduQ into queftioni 
But vpifely leaves both foe and friend 
Tojuidge his anions by their end. 

* Mr. WkCSTAWttp 

* ^TT^AKE mj advice ; direct the ladies as ta efceiV 

* Jl c^rcfs^ or any thing that may adorn their per- 

* Tons, but don't defire theai to do a thing fb con- 

* trary to their intereft as taking the leafl: pains with 

* their intelk€ts ; for let them deny it ever fo po(i- 

* tively, their firft wifh, (and it is a natural one) is to 

* be agreeable in the eyes of the nobleft part of the 
^ creation, as the gentlemen modeftly ftyle them- 

* felves ; and that de(iie is entirely fruftrated when 

* they arc raifed above the common level bj extraor- 

* dinary parts and knowledge. An acquamtance of 

* mine, whofe character I will give you, is a proof 

* that no charms can compenfate with moft men for 

* the unpardonable fault of being, what they think, 

* too wife. 

' Celia 
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' Celia has a pleaiing form» dances well, iings agree- 

* ably, plays the harpfichord and guictar enchant- 
' '^^^Jt ^"^ >s remarkable for good nature andfweet- 

* nefs of temper, which (hines forth in every turn of 
' her expreffive countenance -, yet with all thefe per- 
' fe^ions, fhe h beloved by thofe of her own lex ; 
' and why? becaufe the men all agree in not liking 

* her: this will furprife you 'till I giveanothcr touch 

* to her pi^ure, and paint her mind, adorned with 

* every accomplifhment, extenffve reading and well 

* chofen books, can beftow. The terdly fex are jea- 

* Vous of their prerogative, which they wfll have 

* knowledge to be j or fear that a woman's good fenfe 

* /ets their folly in too confpicuous a light : why elfe 

* has. the amiable Celia the mortification of leeing 

* daily preferred to her fuch as hardly defervc the 

* name of rational creatures, and whofe little fenfe 

* reaches no higher than a pert rfepartee, or an iir na- 

* tured farcafm ^ 

* I am quite of their opinion, who think there^is 
*• no perfbn more difagreeable than a woman that ■ 

* makes it her only ftudy to fliew her fuperior know- 

* le(^e, and to quote pafTages (he has read ; but ihat ; 

* is & from bemg Celia's cafe, ** Ae bears her fa- ^ 
" culties moft meekly," and veilfller reading u^der* 

* the greateft modefty : but fhe has got the name of $t \ 

* reader, a learned lady, and fo on, which is enough ' 

* to prepoflefs fuch agahift her, as would chafe to 

* keep thofe charafters to themfelves. I have faid a 

* great deal to very little purpofe, for it is needlefs to ' 

* caution people againft what they have no thoughts 
. * of, and very few young ladies now are guilty of 

^ much ftudy of the kind, 

* 1 am, yours, &c. 

i < HlLARIA. 



D 4 •Mr. 
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♦ Mr; Wacs-Tappe, 

* /'"VNf perufingjour late lucubrations on humanity 

* V-X a^ benevolence, I was ftimulated to fend you 
' an account of a conopany I lately happened to make 

* one of,, as with your corredion it might ferve to 

* illuftrate yourrematks on the charms of good na- 
^ tttre. That, and good temper, I think fynonimous 

* terms. I wentto fpend an evening lad week, at a 

* place where lexpedted to meet a very pleafing fef, 

* and among feveral very agreeable perfoM, were two 

* who made themfelves exactly the reverfe, and caft 

* a damp on ihe pleafure^ the other part of the com- 

* pany would, but for them., have enjoyed ; for good- 

* natured people cannot help feeling uneafinefs, when 

* they fee dilfatisfadion imprinted on the countenance 

* of any perfon the^ are in company with. One of 
« theni was an elderly maiden 4ady, who, if one might 

* judge by her phyfiognomy, had not been even in 

* her youth, bleffed with much fweetnefs of temper i 

* and all will agree, that ill humour is one of thofe 

* perfections to which every revolving year adds- 

* largelv; the other was a young girl, who would 

* have had a pretty face but for agloominefs that ap- 

* pcared in it, through the vivacity (he had aflumod. 
« Unfortunately, the old gentlewoman took fome 

* pique at the young one, I could not perceive pa 

* v^t account, but made no doubt of its bei;^ 
' with fome reafon : however, ihe was much dilcom- 

* pofed, and by way of revenge, inveighed bitterly 

* againil the prefent mode in every particular, rightly. 

* judging that would provoke the other, who was 

* <]reSed in the extremity of the fafliion. I am fure 

* nothing would have given her half fo much plea- 
^ fure as to have pulled her fair antagbniiFs very fine 
' hair about her eats. She exclaimed againft thd ex- 

* ceffive immodefty of all the young women now 
^ a-davsf ** it was horrible, and made the prudent* 
** ienbble part of the fex, blufli for them, as they 
** were too much ioft to modcfty, to do it for them- 

•* ftlves • 
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<' ieJires." Mifs was not (ilent ; ihe anfwercd as tart^ 

* as the other reproached, till her mother made her 

« fign for (ilence, which fhc obejed I Her littlfe Ihre- 

* linefs difappeared, and gave ,place to the orivmal 

* cloudy look, nop did fte open her lips the whole 

* evening after, but by a furlj monoij' liable. What 
< woAian defires not to pleafe ? I think I may anfwery 

' none: why then will they not take the method ad- 

« vifedbyPope. 

Good humour onlj teachos -charm to 'lafl^ 

€iill makes new conquejis, anJ maintains the paft, 

* A fweet tenYpered perfotrmuft be behaved by all ;. 
« they will in company avoid every Aing that naav ppf- 

* fiWygive o#enpe ; th'ey will feem pleafed wiA>ill 
^ around thtm,^ and that fatisi^^ioB will eztesditfeff 
« to everyone in company. I \ will appeal Vss ^^bn^ 

* reader, whether he or Ae is not uadeTjau atfkvfii 
^ reftraint before a perfon remarkable fd^lAtl^J' 
« or foian repartee i and quite at ^afe^wlth wSl^_ _ _ 

* humoured ; oiieivho avoids all thAo faliie»,^kitow- 

* ing they never fail to give fome degree of pain. 

^ This fubjeift has drawn me on too far, but you 
' will do what you think proper with this letter;. I 

* ^veitrupektvrelyto you, vniara> 

^ ISour ve^-lmmblefefyaiil;, 
I , * Mart Hategruff.* 



J^m /ir MERCURY snif^rUamiHt-ftreet. 
Four Epigraa^s by the author of Tithon47s and 

HiSEftillA* 

I. The Saving Scheme. 

^jU^ IT H treating foiks-:--quite tir*d outi 

Th ri ft y contrives a trick ', 
Declares to all^he has the gouty 
So limfs upon a flick. 

D 5 To 
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To put the matter pafl difpute^ 

A poultice round his toet 
JVith drugi to bind, or to dilute^ 

IVhicbjoon produced the luoe. 
Thrifty, heboid the juft regard 

Of your contri<uing ivit /- 

If or once complain your cafe is hard. 

But own, you're fairly hit, 

II. The Chorch in Danger, 

TkjfETAMORPHOSiNG Jove, to carry his 

farce on, , ,,,. r 

rook a fmithfromhis trade, and ordain d htm a parjon: 
This done, hedecreed-^that the -world JbouU connive at 
His preaching thofefermons he can't make in private. 
O Jove !—tby vagaries—the parifb may vjail !— 
Wbofe caje is the fame with the frogs in the tale % 
They pray' d thee to fend them a guide that was good-- 
.But lo I— thou haft granted, a Blockhead ofviood! 

III. ' Wi LF u L will do it. 

jyAT feeing M© lly— f tfo/i& he, as I take it, 
-* She would appear hetter-^-if fbe were but naked. 
He likUthe conceit-^fo madeberhis wife. 
That fhe might go naked— the reft of her life /— 

JV. The State 0/ /if Damn'd. 

r HE gout in theftomach, quite fled from the tod, 
The well painted tales of the regions of woe ; 
0/ furies, curNfnakes, of the wheel oflxion — 
Are nothing^to debt^^^hd no friend to rely on. 



No, 
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No. 18. Saturday y. May 31. 

Siuidde^oque W(h ^ cut die as Jit f$ caveto. Ho R . 

Be very cautious what you fay of any man, and 
before whom you fay it. 

THE other day, 1 met in the ftrcet, my old ac- 
quattrtance Eugenfo : we had not feen one a- 
nother a long time, and you may Be fure the meeting 
' was very agreeable .6n both fidcfs. After a good deal 
of talk about old tiflfairs, he iold tt\e he was lately 
married to an agreeable lady, of a gOocf family, with 
an handfome fortune^ and reqqeftedl fliould go to fee 
them. Accordingly, next - morning I went to mj^ 
friend's houfe. I enquired from the footman who o- 
pened the door, if his mafter'^as^at' home? he an- 
fwered, he was juft gone feu^.btit that his lady was 
at home. I th^'bad him to acquaint his lady, that 
Mt. WagftafFe wias come fey pay his icompfimentsto 
licr. The ferVant went up fhiirsi but forgetting my 
name, only told his miftrefs that a gentleman came t<> 
wait uport her: TMS TfbtfnditifterwaTds to be true: 
I was immediately uflxered into the drawrhg room, 
vrhere I fonfnd the l^y fitting, ^urrbundeii With halt 
a dozen morning vifitors of her own fexV As (be ttid 
neVer feen me before, and I was ah ufter ftr^ger^to 
the whole climpany, the meetfng was^fcmewhat'aulc- 
vard. Had flic £nown my name, the Affair Would 
Lave been o^herwife, for ihc had often heard her hul^ 
band fpeak ofuMe. " * 

One of the vifitants had Hoey's Mercury, in her 
hand, which ftewaj reading to the cdmpanjf wheh I 
came in, but upon my entrance laid it dowti on a ta^ 
ble; She was a fat, ordinary woman, of about fifty • 
her headj as well as thofe of the reft ef the company, 
was Ffcnfched la^^moft monftroiis large icurU, wMch 
^ *' ' - made 
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madr It leak twice «» bk as tbe aatural fize. On this 
mon^rou^ foundation ofraire hair, (he wore a cap not 
larger than a moydore.^ The lady of the houfe, after 
a mort (ilence, wbidi is coittnxon 6fi (be comteg in of 
a ftranger» broke it» by^faying that Mifs Chatter had 
been jro readinr totbem Wagftaflfe's Spe c ula tio ns for 
that day, and aflced me if I had feen them : I anfwer- 
ed 1 hid. « tedecd theii, fit/ faj^s Mife Chatter, 

* you have fc€ii a very nonfenfical piece of ilvff: 

* That WagftaflFe is a very impudent, foolifli old £rf- 

* low, an.d deferves to have his head broke. How 

* dare he give hhnfdf fuch liberties to- talk vf Uidiea 

* in t^e manner He does? or to make/ree with foch 

* aahave chofen tojivefingie, though they m^ht 
^ have good matches, if they plealed. What affair is 

< it of his, if we cl^pofe ta drefs in the l*rench fafiii- 

< on ? To be fa«e» indeed, be, is a good judge of 

* what^s genteel .-marry come up> indeed I we muft, 

* forib6(h« drefs our heads as hepleafesi but I can 

* tell the old btoekhead, not one of us will mind a 

* word he fays» and he may as well hold his tongue.' 

* you flre yer^ right, Mif^,' (ays ao old lady, who 
. * fat next he;> and whofe bead &ook with the palfy# 

* he is very-ioipertinent,, an^^ gives himfelf too great* 

* airs, to /peak of wdl-b red -people of fa/hion >ybo 

* have travelled : I/have been tin Paris, and had op- 

* portunities of ieeiog wh^tf polite, gent^ people 
' the French are i we (houtd be mere Hottentots but 

* for theoH/^veflbould notkfiow h^wi ^o, fi^ncoi or 
' even put on our cloaths 1 we ihould liff qi^^o{d:f%r 
« ihii^ned .creatures^ if we .were uBt poli(be4 by thp 

* delicateile of jTwe^t^ France: bf woirid auii^ 

* fri|rbts |2ideed of us, V.,ad vising if t0i;^ea|*Jri& 
^ filkst and the horrlid manufadbures of ^ui! jowft 

* countrj% which are only fit for'our W;Omeli.' •'Ohl 

< the odious wretch/ in^rrppted antochei' My, 

* how bird he talkl^ of dfumsf >v,qu14 h^.havie juft 

* be mete mopes f would he not hav^ latiies a^ufe 

* themfelves as well as gentlemen? I^or my parr, I 
' think nothing can be fo charmtnjr ^9 ^ fui) d!rus9L 
« O fweet Loo J O ddightful Quadrilk! Let the 
^ creature give hiaadvke to the wiv^ of tradefroen 

« and 
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< and loeclianicks, and not meddle with usipeopk of 
• fflfbido/ • Triilf, madam/ fiiys a foarth, who 
fet in a corner, and feemed to be very grate and de- 
mure, * I do not think WagftaBFe fo blameable for 
« what he fays with regard to drums: they often are 
'attended with very bid confequences. I could for- 

* give hioa if he let novels alone; heftewed his want 

* of tatle indeed, to fpeak difrefpe€lfully of them. 

* Can any thing be fo delightful as that darling 

* Grandifon, or the fweet Qarifla, or lady Juliet 

< Mandeville, Betiy TfaoDghtlefi, Jeramy^ and Jenny 

* Jeflamy? and 'm " ■■■, 

Here the drum lady waft juft going to inierniptbir 
her^ and in all>pr<^bability a battle would have enfii* 
ed, if it were not put a ftop to by the feafona51e en- 
try of my friend Eugenio, who accoded me with, 

* Mr. Wagflafle, your 'humble fervant ; I am glad 

* to fee you here/ , Reader, haft thou fcen a tnief 
taught in the yety fa€t? or haft thou feen a nunaher 
of unhappy fchool-boys furprif^d in their full qareer 
ofplaj^ by a fev6r^ fiihoof-matlcr ? Even ib IdoltJrti 
ihme tadies on 'hearing itoy trtime: they were quite 
filent during their ftay, which was but mort, for they 
ftole away one by one in the utmoft confuiion. ^uge- 
nio perceived their diforder, and alked what^vajs the 
caufe of it? I told hljh. 'He hv^gi^'d very heaftlly ; but 
his lady, «vho feemed to be dill under fome concern, 
began to tA^kt me many apologies, and &id it 'was 
all owing to the ft'upidity of the iervant, who did not 
tell hertay name.: I begged of her not tobethe leaft 
uneafy, forttet'I Was fofar from beiijg dlifj^lcaied dt 
what fhe ladies faid, th'^t on the Contrary,: I Was 
glad to tear their opinions ciindidJy of my writings, 
which 1 Qxonhd havts l6ftt if Ifhey had known who I 
wa^. My friend infiftedilhbtild ftay and take ihare 
iOf a family dinner, to which 1 confen red, to.fliew ]I 
was not in ihe le^ft out of humour. As mv friend 
Eugenio is a very fenfible man, -and • a fcfapiar, and 
his wife/ is a plea&ng, agreoafbk woman, without 
vanity or aflfe^ion, i fpeiit my titae yety pltafantfy 
with them till evening ; when my ftiend and I went 
to *2L co&ee*houfe. 1 have already rather exceeded 

the 
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tbe limiu of my paper, otherwife I would give an 
account of what pafled there, and of the remarks 
noade on me; but thisfhall be the fubjed of a future 
Speculation. 

W ^ . 



Fr$M /iSr MERCURY in Parliament-ftrcet. 

EPIGRAM. Mens eft in patinis. Ter^ 

. f^H E N litlkatlinary tvitS' 

Wage vior nvitb o<uenSf fots andfpits ;. 
if^e pity tbep^orfamiJb^Jfenriers, 
Andfee' ■■ ■ they only want their dinners^. 
X 

Another. 

j^' GOOSE in the ot}en! no, Jir^ Uis ajlander^y , 
„**^ Asfome^ nuba dif cover d the foQ^ can declare^ 
For it 'was not a gooie, but yiu a poor gander, 
\ fAs fools nvilT be peeping J who. thruft your beadf 
there. 
X On 

• Alluding to the following Lines Inferted m the Freeman's., 
. Journal of the 13th of Majr. 

A VatitOYtLiCKy addreffed Jt Grimjs the Prudijtt. . ' 



. ** No bltft'ring patriots now'-tum court-like finners, 



No courtiers bribM by promifes and dinners. 
Thu 



bus fpendthrift v— r — ^y's would thelr^Courtiers cheat, . 
** "E'er fage ceconomy forbad to eat. 
*■'' Now all fuch Infcioua^ bribes are baniihM hence, . * 
** Behold, inftead, celeftlal abftinence ! 
** The pious c — ^t oft reformation bent, ' 

*' To all her train prodaim eternal lent. , 
** Eternal lent ! three cookiB,^ difcarded cry, . 
'* Eternal lent ! the C— 4e walls reply. 
** To the cool, oven ftiall the gofe repair, 
;** And hatch hicr young ones, unmotefl^ there 
'* The cat, a calm retirement to enfure 
^* Shall feek the hearth, and kitten there ibvure: 
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On a late moft becoming and /oy/z/Refoltitioiis agreed 
upon, and fubfcribed by, Six hundred and eleven 
mo^refi^edableCitiTjsns of this Metropolis^ in rela- 
tion to the Bill for Septennial Parliaments. 

Nos numerifumus ^ ■■■■ H o r . 

^^RE AT nemos ! the fine billy that hai made fuch 

^^ a rackety 

WMfurely arrive by the very next packet i 

For hundteds of citizens, men (/condition. 

Have all put their names to an humble petition y 

JUfuring bis^ M^^^-^y on their allegiance, 

He need not depend on their future obedience. 

Or think they ivill yield tojupplying his coffersy 

Unjefs he accedes to their dxxixfvX offers. 

7(9 the door of the houfe thus (as Clarendon mentions) 
7be modeft apprentices ^rowgi/ their pretenfions ; 
And afttd in fuch fort /or the things that they voantedy 
Their decent demands *were immediately granted. 

But fome\ luho can cenfure^ the very hefi aSion^ , 
Impute this addrefs to a fpirit of faction ; 
While others condemn^ ivitbout colour ofreafony 
Ii*s freedom offiile as the lanzuage of treafon. 
Nay addy that the tvritery vfbofram'd the expre^on^ 
JVas void of good manners anJf common difcretion. 
Buty vjouldjucb ridiculous critics and gibers 
Vouchfafe to read over theW^ of fubfcribers, 
• The gentlemen then 'would forbear t<y be voitiyy 
Andfecy they viere all the chief m^n of the city ; 
Allperfons ©/note, or refponiible dealers , 
Smiths, Jhoe-makersy v>eaversy attornies and taylor*^ 

** No more in copious grate the (ire (hall bum, 
** No more the jack (hall groan, the fpit (hall turn, 
** No more rich viands for intemperance dreft, 
** Shall gorge the unwelcome, unexpe£led gueft. 
** Far hence let lux'ry's pamperM mioions go, 
*^ AndjoinM^Cullough in the (hades below; ; 
*• While abftihencei ferene, with Ibber hue, 
^ Appears, axid bids us, Gripus, copy you. 



Good 
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Good headty ivbicb, nvitbout the ajffiftance ofletten^ 
Canmanopt fucb matter s^^^s luelfas /^r betters i 
And^ bufMly fubmitting to-^nont in bigbftathn^ 
Conceive tbemfehves fitteift to govern tbe natmt. 

And as to tbefcribef ^bo compo^dand froje&ed, 
Tbe candid remonftrance^ tbey call difaflFeJE^^, 
He Jure bos tbetdUnt, tbe ^orldnoiUathnnnledge^ 
(Altbougb be nuas never brougbt up in a coHege^ 
Andfome bave pron^nc^d bim tbe peft of fociety) 
TV 'write and to /peak ivitb uncon|RiOD prt^i^. 

7bo* block-beads may cavil tb^, let us not beed^em, 
But boldly perfift in defending eurfreed^ : 
And firai^tvoay appoint, in contempt of ibeir rallery^ 
Our great moderator, a compcwrtt fklarjr ; 
Nay, take off bis bead (vebicb, Tm fare, nmuld ke 

proper) 
Jnplaijler of Paris, lead, marble or coppery 
Tbenfix on a column, as bigb as agibb^ti 
Facing Turn ftile- alley tbe obje3 exhibit ; 
Tbere ftill to remain a memento perennial 
O/him, vibo procuf'd us tbe fttftote fepteomal^ 
As a^o to Jhndfor a lofting direSion 
To future conftituents at ev^ry eieSlion. 
X 



No. 19. ,fii^/dayj Jtme 3. 



Vtimur exempliSyUt mn pejoraf^perfint. J^ v, 

Wemakeufeof ffichpatteriiSy astho'tbert^weienot: 
worfe to follow. 



* Mr. Wa^stafm, 

• WJ ^^^ a» Ae fircL of youth and irai^'fiation tv 

• VV you ftali find 4hcy caa be fettered l^ the 
« bands of reafott; and women even (unprecedented. 

• condefcention) fubmit to correQion. I hinted an ob- 

• fervation of niy own ta the honourable committee. 
< That our reafoaa when paft ihrongh the focus of 

• Tour 
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* your /pedacle», would, like the fun-beams, col- 

* le^ed by the burning g.lafs, not only warm but 

* fire ; attd it was condndod Nem. Con. that all the 

* refolutions of the houfe (houJd be fubmitted to your 

* didarorial wKdotn, Yonr apprebenfions were 

* ^Dire (^i^ottcal. Unbiaf^ed juilice ihall rear the 
' neutral fcale. Order and decency (hall be obfervec*^ 

* All inundation of words fliall be dyked withii\ t>.e 

* ramparts of limited tir.ie. The Beaux Efprit$>^ the 

* Petirs MaitccS) that naif-peacock, half lap-d'og cre- 

* ation, are eternally excluded iheh«ufe. All inter- 

* refted jobbing, fM venal temporizing, *jv^e leave to 

* Ivw amhition ati d the pride of kings. f'Ao undue in- 

* fluence can bo dreaded, where reason dfredts the 

* head, and liberty fires the heatr. All gambling, 
^ drumir^, racketing, court-carrt ladies, as entirely 

* dedicated to Pamand Spadille, we judge non com- 

* pos mentris, of conliquence., incapable to tranfadt 

* the great* affair of Tefornia'Jion. But as a noted pa- 

* triot has obferved in the late important debates, 

* That the American Colonies not being reprefented, 

* bad no r ight to be taxed contrary to their incUnati- 
' on ; now, to remove all iVifpicion of unwarranted 

* or unpopular proi:e«dings, and to convince the 

* world wc have our country's intereft fincerely aC 

* heart, Mifs Wintesrboctom, Mifs Ever-green, and 
' MacfaitnoifeUe Revearie, were chofen reprefentatives 

* of the fuperanuEted virgins from forty to fixty, 

* Thus you have a qompendious plan of our method 

* and piinciplesy which are all fubmitted to your fu- 

* petror diredion. Since you have thrown the impor* 
'' Xant weight of government on my (boulders^ I juft- 
^ If claim your attiftance to fill the chair with fpitit 
-* sund dignity, and not to fink under the burthen, aiT 

< fo mapy of our modern Atlafes do. Without far* 

< ther introdudion or ceremony, I fhall fend you ai< 
^ ftbftrad of oar debates, 

< LOVB-YOUTH.' 

^ TV/r'^^ Letitia Love^youth's compKments 

* IVA to Mifs Waocstapp, affures her, na- 
; thing 11 fo prejudicial to p«iaC> as paffion, as an 

< extraordinary 
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* extraordinary heat is apt to blifter fucfa complexi- 

* OQS. Protefts it was not her inclination to add one 

< wrinkle more to the numerous ones, the plough of 

* time, had already furrow'd in her 6l^head. De- 
\ dares (he has the grealeft refpedt for a head iilver'd 
*^ o'er with grey. Recomiraends it to Mifs Wagftaffc to 
« ufe the Eau de Beaute jeunejpij and de V Jmour, as 

< flie hopes in proportion as the wrinkles will be b&- 

< nift'd and her icomplexion re-bloom, the acid will 
' befqueezed out of her conftitution. Confefles Ae 

* has a fingular refpeft for MhWagstaffb, but 

* would judge it felony to lob the public of his la- 

* hours, by confining him to the agreeable occupati- 

* on of lullababy. Begs of her not to indulge re- 

* venge to fuch an unchriftian length.<"i— An old maid h 
« Love and matrimony forbid it. 

F 

To Jeoffry Wagstaffe,, Efq. 

* S I R, 

* T A M the monkey who at prefent affords fo mudr 

* X entertainment to the publick, and brings full 

* houfes whenever I exhibit at Crow-ftieet Theatre. 

* It would be endlefe to give yon an account of the 

* feveral tranfmigrations I have undergone to this 

* time: let it fumce, that I was originally an Indian 
^ prinjce; that I died, and that at my funeral pile 

* numbers of my wives were flain in order to accom- 

* pany me to the next world. The four doj^s who 

< appear with me on the ftage, are four of them I 

* loved beft. They, after feveral changes, are what 

* you now fee; They and I haye pafled thro' a vaft 

* number of bodies. I was laft, in that of Madam 

* Pompadour, thp French King's miftrefs ; and invent^ 

* ed that famous part of the women's bead-drefs, cailed* 

* by my name; and \^hicb, old and young, modeft and' 

* immodeft, wear in imitation of me, I (hould be hap- 
' py enough if it were not for the iauaQdexate claps 

* of the audience, defigned as tokens of approbatfoti/, 

* but which terrify the dogs and me out of our wits. 
I The noife of the galleries, have, thrown .me feveral 

* times. 
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* times off t]ie rope. I beg, therefore, you will en- 

* deavour to make the people who fVequent the plaj- 

* houfe, to confine their applaufe t(> Lear or Othello^ 

* and to give me no more of it, as i do not defire it : 

* for though I can bring a houfe when Barry can* 

* not, yet their noife is difpleafing to, fir, 

* Yours, in every ihape and form, 

*PUGG.' 

SINCE I have afluraed the title of Batcmblor, I 
find I have a new female ally, who ofi^ers me af- 
fiftance ; I fhall therefore anfwer her polite letter, in 
the following manner. 

To Madam Incognita. 

* Madam, 
« T was honoured with your Jund oflTer of alBftance, 
which, contrary to your defire, I inferted in my 
16th paper: lean afifureyou, it fiiall be highly zc^ 
ceptable. You &em to be a lady of good fenfe, by 
the ftyle and manner of your letter, and as fuch 
your terms (hall be complied with. Although I 
am certain you will put it out of any body's power 
to amend your compofitions, much lefs will it be 
In mine, yet I muft do what I can to obey your or- 
ders. As to endeavouring to guefs at you, or find you 
but, that I fhall never attempt to do j and perhaps 
it would be as difficult for you to trace me out. I 
am fure you are nei^ier old nor ugly, or you would 
not mention either ; nor, if you were both, would 
it make any ditference with me as I am above re- 
garding the fuperficial beauties of your fex. If 
you choofe a feat in the female Senate, I am very 
fure they will be preud of fo good a member. I 
hope you will be there a fteady patriot againft the 
female corruptionsof the times; and that neither a 
french filk, a pair of laced ruffles, nor even a piece 
of Point lace, would bribe you to betray the pub- 
Uck good. I ihall be proud of your help to afflft 
thefc my endeavours for the public benefit, in 
t whatever ihape you pleale to amime. 

* I am. Madam, your mod obedient, 

T * J. WAosTArrB.' 

Fr9m 
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Frpm /*f MERCURY in Parliamcnt-ftreet. 
The Charaaer of a MODERN PATRIOT. 

JMPRIMIS, a patriot f his virtues t9 trace) 
Is one, ivhe has got neither penjion nor place ; 
J4nd therefore thatlaudahle namt tofuppoft^ 
Still fides naitb the rabble^ and rails at the court. 
State-meafures, honjoe*oer for public utility^ 
The patriot oppofes nuith all his ability ; 
Delight edy in cafe he cancaft afufpicion 
Onperfons of eminent worth and condition : 
If is principal jqy is the. love of detra^ion ; 
His principal talent promoting offa^ion ; 
Each private cabals and each public oration 
Defign^d and contriv'd-^for embroiling the nation. 

Nor only on thefe doth he place bis reliance^ 
But Cafuiftry too is a branch ofhisfcience ; 
Tojbewy for example y voben truth may be fpoken^ 
When oaths may be kept, and<when oaths maybe broken^ 
A patriot with oaths often ivifely difpenfes. 
And may t for his country^ demolijb all fences : 
For bonds of this kindy tho^ ofufenuhen we need^em* 
Ceuld neer be defign^d to entrench on our freedom. 

On points of reiigious debate fbould he enter ^ 
An orthodox patriot isftilla DUTenter : 
Prelatical lordjbip and f over eign dominion^ 
He plainly perceives ^ are but modes of opinion ; 
And therefore toboth may, onfober refleBion^ 
Deny his affent^ or refufe hisfubjedion. 

A modcft Propofal for punifliing the GANDER 
that peeped into the Oven. 

jfj[0 WJball we ufe the wicked gander. 

That goes about retailing /lander / 
frhy, fince infcandal be delights^ 
Lit him read all that Phlogus writes. 



Or 
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Or ftand behind that prince of leeches ^ 
And be his promptor ivben hefpeeches ; 
Or into metre Ut him turn-all 
7hejiuff that fills the Freeman's Jwrnal, 
X 

Another Puniihment propofed for the G ANDER. 

TJTERE! bo I that tjtsicked bird produce t 
^^ f he gander y that dejam'd the go^fe. 
For notv, as nothing can excu/e him^ 
We* II ftr eight determine how to ufe him: 
Andfirftj as no defence he brings^ 
Wbyy letfome Sharper clip his wings ; 
Arid next perhaps you'll think it fair ^ 
Should fome good Lawyer pluck him bare 1 
And^ as no punijhment in nature 
Is toofevereforfuch a creature ^ 
Letfome fat cooi^maid, hlith andjolly^ 
Compleatly 109,^ him for his folly. 

Let fome mufician frwn his middle 
Draiw out his guts^ to firing a fiddle. 
And let the Scribler, whofiiftains 
The Freeman's Journal^ take his brains. 
Nay, let each paltry, low mechanic. 
And ev'ry witling Puritanic, • 
Who t'wice a nueek luith fcandal fills 
The public papers^ pull his quills. 
Nay, put their ftupid pates together. 
At once to cot him out of feather. 
X 

A PROCLAMATION, by authority of Lord Hackball, 
Dux Mendicorum, or prince of all the beggars with' 
in his Majefiy's kingdom of Ireland. 

To all our loving fubjeds and dependants, greetings 

WHEREAS we are clearly given to underftand 
by the hiftory of all idixed and popular gq- 
vernmentSy in every age and nation where Inch have 
prevailed, particularly at Athens and Rome, as well as 
in a neighbouring kingdom, that a certain fet of ftur- 

dy beg- 
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dj beggars, commonly called Patriots, fometimes 
Tribunes and fometimes Demagoues, perfbns in ge- 
neral of a difpofition greedy of wealth, and thirfting 
after power; have made it their buiinefs at all times, 
in purfuit of thefefelf-interefted objects, to ride up- 
on the paflions of the common people, by perfua- 
ding them that they were in a milerable condition of 
fervitude and dependance, owing to the corruption 
of their governors, and that they only, were able to 
refcue them from oppreflion and reftore them to li- 
berty : in confequence of which, the inflamed and de- 
luded multitude have frequently broke down the 
conftitutional boundary of power, to the total ruin 
and fubveriion of fome or the wifeft fyftems of go- 
vernment, that have ever prevailed in the world. 

And whereas, of late fome of thefe fturdy beggars 
have appeared amongft us, to the great difturbance 
of the peace and government o( this city and king- 
dom, who have moft audacioufly and impudently 
prefumed to make my name fubfervient to the vile 

purpofe of abuiing his M ^y, in the perfon of our 

moft excellent chief g r. 

Now, know all men by thefe prefents, that I do 
defpife, deteft, and abjure all thofe falfe fcandalous 
and malicious libels, publiflied lately in my namey^ in 
my name, in a paper falfely called the Freeman^ 
Journal ; a paper which, like its principal abettor 
and fupporter, wears a fpecious title and frontifpiece, 
to cover the fouleft defigns of deceit and delufion, 
and which feems to intend nothing lefs than the le- 
velling all orders of magiftracy, introducing confufion 
and anarchy in the community, in order that fome 
who have much ambition and little virtue, may lay 
hold on a confiderable degree of power and wealth in 
the fcramble. 

And, whereas, I have always cxerfed an extenfive 
jurifdiftion overall forts of beggars within his Ma- 
jefty's kingdom of Ireland, and do apprehend that I 
have an undoubted right to punifliall fturdy beggar.% 
of what degree or denomination foever who'may hap- 
pen to infelt the court or the city» and therefore I 
^ink it proper to give certain marks and tokens by 

.which 
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^9flalch each tribe may be diftinguiibed ; and firft, the 
ejnthet Sturdy Beggar, is applied to tbofe beggars, . 
who, clamourous and obftreperous, fairly incline to 
\isi^j us out of our benevolence, and follow us with 
inch inceflant noife, that we are fometimes obliged 
r^^row them a trifle to get rid of them. By thia 
l^ecies is the c-— rt very much infefted of late 
years ; a knit brow, a clinched fift, and a volley of 
tbufe is their method of begging, a penfion or place 
from a L— d L ■ t, and at the fame time they beg 
we will take their words for it, that they beg no- 
thing but for the public, good. 

They alfo beg our univerfal affent to the following 
poiitions, which contain fbme of the moft important 
articles of the Sturdy Beggars creed : 

That all kings, princes, minifters, governours, 
magiftrates, &c. &c. are villains, and that true vir* 
tiie only refides in the MOB. 

That it is poffible to be a true patriot without one 
private virtue ; that is, that it may be poflibie to love 
the whole, and hate the parts! 

That the ^bafeft ingratitude for benefits publickly 
acknowledged to have been received from a great 
man, by publifhing, (or at leafl fuffering to be pub* 
lifhed) icandalous libels againft him, is a virtue in- 
tirely coofiflent with patriotifm. 

That freedom of fpeech and freedom of fentiment, 
are only to be allowed to the fons of freedom, i. e. 
ftnrdy beggars. 

That the firfl perfonage in the kingdom, perhaps 
for veracity as well as ftation, is not to be believed, 
but inuendos and fhrugs are to be credited ; infmua* 
ting, that he had told a lie to the nation ; that vir- 
tue is vice in oppofitlon to them, and vice virtue ia 
conjundion with them. ' 

That it is true patriotifm to pull his M ■■■y 
by the nofe, by the hand of his vicegerent here, 
whenever he refufes to relinquifh a mod eflential 
branch of his royal prerogative. 

That it isabfolutely nccefTary at all times, for po- 
pular orators and leaders of parties, to give all poiH- 
ble oppplition to the regular operations of govern- 
ment 
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menu and to mifreprefent the beft endeavoof* and in- 
tentions of g — r5 towards the real hap^inefs of this 
kingdom, till fuch time as thej are gradfied in their 
demands, bdwever unreafonahle. 

Now, whereas we have great reafon to beliere 
that no argument will be (ufficient, however founi 
and convincing, to iilence thefe Amdy orators,, ex* 
cept the argumeatum aureum» which made even 
Demofthenes Philipize, and as it will be found im* 
poflible to Hop the mouths of thefe craving mendi* 
cants, who, like the Hidra's heads, are mnitiplyiiig 
in a proportion of not lefs than ten to one that is ta^ 
ken off, withotA laying on additional and grievoua 
taxes, and thereby opprefling the people to fave the 
conftitution. 

Be it therefore known, that to obviate thefe in- 
conveniences^ and prerent as far as in us lies, the 
threatening danger, it is our will and pleafure, that 
for the future, the great afTembly room called Mendi- 
cant-hall, ihall be fubjedt to the regulations and 
prices of both theatres, the profits luid emoluments 
arifing from which, to be employediy the managers, 
in rewarding fuch performers as are blefTed with the 
founded lungs, and the mod obdurate throats ; but 
with a particular dipulation in favour of our right 
trudy coufin, in mendicancy, Phlogus, who hath fo 
greatly contributed to the entertainment of the town 
for more than twenty years pad : 

Which is, that the faid Phlogus being ahnod fa- 
peranu^ted, (hall have liberty to repeat nis part lit- 
tinj^, and alfo that he ihall enjoy an exclufive right of 
givmg out the entertainment to the town, fomewh^ 

after the following manner; On will be 

prefented a farce, called S — p— n — 1 B — 11, < ^.for 

the benefit of Phlogus, and fome other capital petr 
former^ or on ■ ■ next will be prefented & 

'tragedy, called Ad- 1 Ex e, or a new wijr 

to acquire popularity ; and moreover, from thacftr^ 
vourable reception with which the performances of 
fome capital adtots have been honoured, as was ma- 
nifeft from the loud plaudits which they recf jved in 
the hail, there is great reafon fo fuppofe, that for the 

future 
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future, pence, halfpence, and farthings, mzj be 
thrown from the gaiierj. It is my will then in fach 
ca(e, all fuch fmall monej ihall be folely appropriated 
to the u(e of Phlogos, in confideration of fome dif- 
appointments which he hath lately fnflfered in pecn- 
niary matters. 

And whereas it hath always been cuftomary to af- 
fix fome moral or proverbial fentence in coofbicnous 
charadters, in theatres and other places or public 
refbrt, my will is, that the following words dc the 
motto for our hall, under my new regulation, 

POPULUS SI VULT DECIPI, DECIPIATUR. 
Given at our palace at Glaflmahunyogue, the 29th 

day of May, 1 766. H ACKBALL. 

M 
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* T T / H O E VE R may have direaed his thoughts 
« VV ^^ ^ confideration of the feveral modes of 
« government, which have heretofore, and which 

< now (iibfift in the world, will find, that however 

* well founded they may have been in wifiiom, pru* 

* dence and good policy, towards obtaining (tfatt 

* bleffing which it is the fole end of all government 

* to procure) the happinefs of the people, yet that 
« this great purpofe has generally been more or lefs 

< obftruCted by that fuperiority, which the paifions 
' almoft always obtain over the underftandings of 

* mankind ; the certainty of this pofitioa is particu- 

* iarly manifeft in mixed and popular governments, 

* where fometimes a greater and fometimes a lefler 

* number of the people have been entrufted with a 

* ihare of the legillative, and often of the executive 
' power, and amongft whom contrariety offentiment. 

Vol. L B •and 
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* and diftrafiion of paflioa bas ever been found to 
' produce the moK dreadful confequences. The 

* hiftory of the feveral commonwealths of Greece, 
' (particularly of Athens,) and Rome, as well as of 

fome of a more modern date, abound with exam- 

* plea of this melancholy truth, and affords every 

* wife nan the greateft reafon to apprehend that (as 

* (he fame effeds naturally follow the fame caufes} 
' the cooftitution of chefe kingdoms may be greatly 

* injured, if not brought to a diffolution, by the ve* 

* tj perfona who would be underftood to intend 
' chiefly its fupport, but who, it is very apparent^ 

* aim at exalting themfelves to wealth and power, 

* notwithftanding all thofe fpecious and patriotic 
' pretences, by which the bulk of mankind have al' 

* ways been deluded — We enjoy a conftitution or 

* form of government, fimtlar to that of our elder 

* lifter, except in fome reftridions neceffary to fc- 

* cure that dependance which is juftly due to her, 

* on account of that procedtfon and fupport which 
^ ihe is at all times ready to afford us ; a conftittition 

* confifting of three eftates^ to each of which a pro- 

* portion ^f power is attributed, with an intention 

* of forming that due and proper equipoife pf pow- 

* er» foeflentiallyneceilary torheexkUttceofainix* 

* cd government; but the Hmits of the power depo- 

* fited with each eftate not being afcertained, and 

* generaLy known,' *« is the caufe," • (to ufe the words 

* of a late polical writer of the Erft magnitude) '* that 
'* ^introduces thofe ftrugglings in the ilate about pre- 
<* fogative and liberty, about enaoachments of the 
*' few, upon the rights of the rnany^ and of the ma- 
<< ny upon the privileges of the few; which ever did, 
*• and ever will, it is to be feared, conclude in tyran- 
<* ny: Firft, either of the few or the many, but at 
<< laft infallibly of a fingle perfon, for whichever of 
*< the three diviiions in the ftate is upon the fcramble 
•< fot more power tlian its own, (as one or other of 
*< theui generally is) unlefs due care be taken by the 
<* other two ; upon every new queftion that arifes, 

^*' thejfwiil bcfure to decide in favour of ihemfelvcs* 

• talk 
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** talk much of inherent right, they will nourifli up a 
'' dormant power, and refer ye privileges in petto, Co 
'' exert, upon occaiions, to ferve expedients, and to 
** urge upon neceifities. They will make lar^ de- 
'' mandsand fcanty conceflions, ever coming o^con- 
** fiderable gainers : thus, at length, the bsHlanc^ is 
** broke, aim tyranny let in— from which door of the 
" three, it matters not/' 

' Thus it fared with the Romans, whofe conftl- 
' tution, from its foundation by Romulus, to its 
■ fubverfion by Julius Caefar, a few interruptions ex- 

* cepted^ feems not to have been very diflimilar frotn 
^ thatof Bndand, from the Norman conqueft to this 
' time, during which fpace of time the commons in* 
' creafed in power and property, and gained npdn 

* the nobles by fuch large ftrides, as ended in the 

* intire fubverfion of the bailance, and left the Re* 
' publick ezpofed to the too fuccefsful practices df 

* pODular demago^es and pretended patriots, who 

* deilroyed the wifeft Republick, and enflaved the 

* nobleft let of men, that ever the world exhibited. 
^ By what means and gradations this was brought 

* about, the brevity which I have prefcribed to my* 

* felf, will not fuffer me to recount, but which any 

* perfoa may be ^tisfied in, on perufing the flighted 
^ compendium of the Roman hiflory, where he may 

* trace the progreflion of popular tyranny, under 

* the influence and direction or popular leaders, and 
^ orators, through its feveral ftages, froiii Junius Bru- 

* tut and his colleagues, in the firft tribunate, to the 

* bloody periods of the Grachi, Marius, Sylla, 

* Pompev and Caefar, who gave the coup de grace 

* to the liberty of Rome. 

/ Thus it fared with the Athenians, who, depart- 

* log from the wife inditutiorfs of their great legifla- 
' tor Solon, who had prepared for them a model o^ 

* government, which alfo bore a confiderable refem- 

* olance to that now fubfiftin^ amongft us, condfting 

* of anArchon, or chief magiftrate, a Senate of 400, 

* chofen by an hundred out of each tribe, which ap- 
' pears to have been a body reprelentative of the 

* people I although in fome calea the people collec- 

£ a •five 
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* tive refer ved a (hare of power to themfelves^ 

* which, it mud be coni^fled, they did mod fliame- 

* fully abufe i for, bloated with piide, and turbulent 

* of fpirit, fasces, tubich^ in our own age and natitn 
■ nxe are no ftr angers to) and unable to ufe that 

< power which their great law-giver had committ^ 

< to them, with wildom and moderation, they not onl/ 
« infulted, but proceeded to oftracife, banifh, fine» 

* confine, and put to death, under the influence of 

* popular leaders and orators, fome of the moft (hi- 

< oing chara^ers that ever appeared in any coounu- 

* nity; fuch as Miltiades, Ariftides, Themidocles, 
' derides, Alcibiades, and Phocion; men who me- 
« rited, were honoured, and lamented, as the pre- 
« ferver^ of their country, and to whofe memory ail 

* ages (ince have paid a. due veneration; nor does 

< it appear, that after Phodon they ever could boaft 

< of a man of equal abilities with thofe already meip- 

< tioned ; but were foon after conquerred and infalt« 

* ed by Alexander's fucceflbrs, and continued a meaa 

* and inconiiderable ftate, without fame or charader, 

< till in the end, they fell with the icft of Greece, 

* under the domination of the Romans. 

" Thus (fays my author) was the moft powerful 
«* commonwealth of all Greece, after great degenera- 
<< cles from the inftitutions of Solon, utterly deftroy- 
«* ed, by that ralh, jealous and inconftant humour of 
<< the people, which was never fatisfied to fee a ge- 
<* neral either vi^orious or unfortunate: (uch ill 
<* judges as well as rewarders, have popular aflem- 
<* blies been, of thofe who beft delerved from 
«• them." 
. ' Many more inftances mi^ht be produced from an- 

< cient, as well as modern hitlory, to prove that po- 

* puiar encroachments in mixed governments, have 
' often been deftrudtive, and are always ckngerous to 

* that ballance of ower, which is neceflary to confti- 
' tutea well ordered fyftem of government; and it is 

* demonfh-able, that if that ballance is at any time 

* to preponderate, it is fafeft when in favour of m 

* finglc jperfon or a few, rather than the many, be- 

* bccattfe the moft tyrannic mooatchy, ariftocracy, 

• or 
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* or oligarchy, muft at firft fight appear more elJigible 
' tbsLn anarchy, which naturaJly muft follow from 

* the multitudes, being in poiTeifion of a plenitude 

* of power. 

' ] have been led into thefe refleftions from a conft- 

* deration of the great increafe of the power of the 
' comiDona, in a neighbouring kingdom, fincc the reign 

* of Henry the Vllth, and e^)ecially fince the revolu- 

* tioaj and alfo of that afTumption of power in the 
' commons of this kingdom fince a much later period^ 

* and from an apprehenfion that an over exertion of that 
' power, in endeavours or ftruggles for its extention» 

* maydiforderthatballance,on the equipoife of which 

* the iafety of the conftitution depends, 

* It does not appear, that the commons in England 

* enjoyed any confiderable /hare of power from the 

* Norman conqueft to the period of Henry the Vllth, 

* when villanage was abolifiied, and permifiion given 

* to the nobility to alienate their lands, in order co 
' break their power, which for a great number of years 
' had been ver^ formidable to the crown, and a fiilt 

* greater acceflion of power was obtained by the com* 
^ mons (on the dififolution of theabbiesin thefoliow* 

* ing reign) who along with the lands, got poiTeinon 
^ in a great meafure of the power of the clergy. 

* Thefe circumftances, together with the increafe of 

* trade which followed the difco very of the new world, 

* gave the commons fuch power and confequence as 
' enabled them, in fome time after, not only to con- 

* tend with, but to overturn and deftroy the powers 
^ and rights of the two other eftates ; in confequence 
' of which, a popular tyranny immediately fucceeded, 

* and that, according to the ufual courfe of fuch revo- 

* lutions, was inftantly followed by the abfolute ty- 

* ranny of a defpotic demagogue. 

< It is true, the old conftitution was again reftored, 

* but under the reign of two weak prmces, fo mi(^ 

* managed, that a revolution became abfolutely neceA> 

* (ary to preferve thebailance; and by that revolution, 

* the people became poffeft of, perhaps, a greater mea- 

* fure of power than confifted with a due equipoife, 

' notwithHanding which, they have ever fince con*- 
E 3 * tinucd 
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* tinned their endeavours to extend it, which, (honld 

* they fucceed ini the confequence, will, in all human 
' probabililqr he> as heretoforei the ruin of the com* 

* mon-wealth. 

< If thefe examples are true, and the reafoning upon 

* them juft, what friend to his country would wifli a 

* further extenfion of the power of the commons. 

* Are colledive or reprefentative bodies of men more 
^ exempt from folly, vice and infirmity, than indivi- 

* duals? that they fliould be intrufled with the Su(nmum 

* Imperii ; or rather have they not in all ages been 

* made the dupes of popular orators, demagogues, 
^ tribunes, or, according to modern phrafe, great 

* fpeakers apd leaders ; men fubjedt to the paflions of 
' revenge, malice and pride, and in particular to the 

* vice of our prefent age and country, aridity of nveahb 

* for purpofes of diffipation ; furely then, if the ballance 

* of the conftitutional power cannot with fafety be 

* committed to fuch hands, it is time to give a check 

* to the tow'ring hopes and expectations of fuch prc- 
< tended patriots, except we are difpofed to become 
^ our own dupes, by ufurping power in truft for them» 

* to the great injury of the conilitution. 

* We are, as I have before obferved, under a ftate 
« ofconilitutional dependanceon Great Britain, a de- 
' pendance to which we owe that freedom and peace 
' from whence every improvement in art and fcience 

* hath been derived to us. 

' Our parent country, as indeed it may be proper- 
' ly called, found us in a date of nature, nay worfe, a 
^ ftate of depraved and corrupt nature, torn and di- 

* vided by inteftine divifions amongft the dignitaries 

* or chiefs, and the people under the moft abjed con- 
' dition of (lavlffa dependance, groaning under an 

* accumulated load of civil, military, and religious 

* oppreffion. 

* It took us under its care and protedion, communi- 

* cated to us its falutary laws and inttitutions for our 

* government, in the room of ufages and cuftoms 
' which were a difgrace to humanity ; fent its natives 
' amongft us to improve our under (landings, poliih our 
^ manners, cultivate arts and fcicnces, and defend us 

^ frm 
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* from Burftl'ves : all this it did at an immenfe expence, 

* and at times when it.could receive no return. It has 
' continued to proniote our happinefs, by granting ut 

* every Jaw for the exienfion of our trade and manu- 
' failures, fo far as they may not be found injurious to 
' their own ; and can we with juftice expert more ? It 
' hath covered us with its fleets, and prote6led us by 

* its armies, fiom the de(igqs of our enemies, in con- 

* (equence of which, we were in the full enjoynaent 

* of the bleifings of peace and plenty, whilft the reft 

* of Europe was laid wafte by the ravages of war ; 

* and it has done this for us without loading us with 

* additional taxes, though its own debt is become (b 

* enormous. 

• Now, after fo many and fo great benefits received 

* during a coutfeof near 600 years, without attempt* 
*ing to violate thofelaws, or injure that conilJtution 

* which We certainly derive from England 5 can any 

* man feiioully l^lieve tfeat it js either her inclina- 

* tion or intereft to opprefs us ? ** ■ Credat judirus 

* apella i for my part, I cannot enteitain fuch an 

* opinion. 

• To what end then arc thofe rumours fpread? Jea- 

* louiies and apprehenfions infufed into the minds of 

* the people once in two years, as if every feilion was to 

* be the laft of our liberty ? Is it for the public good ? 

* No certainly; but tor the private and particular emo-. 
' iument of party leaders and popular orators, who 
^make every honeft confideration fubfeivtent to the 
' bafe purpofe of deludin? the inultitude, into a co- 

* operation with their felfim meafures. 

• Of this, the year Pifty-three afforded us examples, 
' which ought not to be (uddenly obliterated from our 

' memories, as well as fome later periods, wherein ^ 
' different movements of the fame game hath been ex-* 

* hibited — but to recur to my original argument ; If 
' it appears that popular power, and popular infolence, 

* is increaiing aroongit us, under the condu^ of po- 

* pular leaders, by the following fymptoms -, that a 
' prefs is eilablifhed on factious principles, and in ex- 
^ prefs oppofition to government, which will publiih 
' no fentiments but thole of one party i that (he pei fons 

E4 *of 
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* of the higheft order of magiftracj are infnlted, tiKl 
' the charaders of ali orders libeJled and turned into 

* ridicule and contempt i that the mob are fpirited up 

* on various occafions, to tumultuous and riotous 

* meetings, in order to favour the iinifter purpoles of 

* particular men ; and that in confequence of fuch 

* pradices in the city, a fpirit of uneafinefs and dif- 

* fatisfadion is propagaoed in feveral parts of the coun- 

* rrj I if thefe, I lay, may be confidered as fymptoms 

* of the luxuriance of popular power amongft us, it it 
' high time to look to the ballance, that the con 
' wealth may fnffer no damage. 

M • P H I L O P O L ] 



^ X. 




From the MEKQUKY in Parliament-ftreet. 
WfCOCK and the DOVES. A Fabli. 

TN farmer's yard one fummer*s day, 

J pair of doves like nature gay^ 
$at hi!! to bill i^^nvith fcornful eye 
And haughty port t a cock ivent hy ; 
He toent, hutfoon returned again^ 
And t*wenty hens composed his train : 
He crow^d^ and near the doves he drevo. 
And ran^d his females full in view j 
The doves, of all regaralefs fill. 
Their attitude *was pill to hill: 
The cockt impatient of thefght^ 
IVith humbled vanity andjpighty 
Thus taunting erf d : * Methinks all day 

* Tvjo faithful doves can bill and flay : 

* If blefty indeed, as ye pretend, 

* Your hlifs is vaft^ and ivithout end I 

* But Fm convinced *tis all pretence / 

* Can one to one fuch Joys difpenfe f 

* /, voith a thoufand beauties blefi, 
Careffing ally by allcarefs*d ; 
" ' ' " f hlifs tl 



Not I can boaft more hlifs than you. 
If thefe pretended joys are true. 
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• Hence ^ nvitb jour ofttniativus loves ! 

* I bate all bypocritic dvves V 
With plumage varying in tbefun^ 
Tom rais'd bis bead, and tbus begun : 
♦• Abujive /corner! faljly vain! 

*• Vnmov'd, your infult voe fuftain ! 
•' Our mated loves y endear' d by trutb^ 
*' Survive tbe tranfient bloom of youtb, 
** Not vjitbtbekifs our pleafure ends i 
*• Not lovers only — doves are friends ^ 
Tbro^ lifej but one our mutual aim, 
•« Oar fears, bopes, wi/bes, all tbefamo : 
•• Unloved, unloving, voretc bed bird ! 
" With female rakes, a rake you berd. 
** fVhen flung by jealoufy or rage, 

Tou bold, and bloody combat tvage, 
•* Of all your train vjill one fi and by 
•• IVitb panting breaft and vDifbful eye? 
•• Tou fall-^anotber fills your place i 
*• MoJI welcome fiill, tbe nevuefifaceJ* 

As meet, ber place, Tom's female knew, 
(In turtles prudent vnives wf view) 
Silent fbe fat, vjitb rapture bigb i 
Full on dear Tom was fix* d bereye. 
•^Tet as befinijb'd, *tis confefsd, 
Sbe anVd her neck, and r ear' d ber crejl^ 
As proud to ovjn tbe glorious caufe,. 
And clapt ber wings, and cood applaufe, 
• Go! (crfdtbe cock) my foul difdains 
• 7o make reply! Go! bug your c bains !* 

Hefcarce bad ended, when bebold, 
A~rival comes^ as young, as bold : 
His wanton wijb, his looks proclaim ! 
iVitb anfwering looks the females came i 
His wifb they crown' d, he crows aloud ^^ 
Bis death tbe rivaPdboafier vow'd: 
^bey fight, and dreadful fcenes enfue. 
Their females unconcerned, withdrew. 
This dies; our hero maim' d,furvives^ 
The f corn of all bi^ twenty wives. • 
Opprobrious now be hangs his head; 
N6ne mourn the wounded, nor the dead.- 

E S New 
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Nenv rakes, nrm lovts^ nrw broils fucfeeJ, 
7bey rioty envy y fight and bleed ; 
With fpeechlefs joy the Turtles glsw^d, 
Their joys their meeting glances fbo^'d : 
And Sle fid the gracious power abofutt 
That each at firft nuas fornid a dove. 
Let others take from cocks their cue 
And range tuide nature's common thro\ 
By doves infiruSed, you and i, 
Each viitb his one can live and die. ^ 



No. 21. Saturday J June 7. 



AGREEABLE to the promife of toy corrcfpon- 
dent, Mtfs Letty Love-youth, (be has 
font me the following eztrad from the debates of 
tht firftfejjionoi the Female Parliament. 

* Die jovis ao^ Maii 1 766. 

* ^TTV H E bill for the reformation of abufes htm 

* X read* the debates were opened b/ Mi» 

* Tattle -WELL. 

* Mrs. Speaker, 
* 'Tie not without afenfibleglow of complacency, 

* I behold this auguft body, ad^mbled to deliberate 

* on fo important an affair, fo nacionai a concern, as 

* the reformation of thefe abufes, that unhinge th^ 
« fyftem of order, decency, and diftin^tion. Too 

* long have the females of this ifle groaned under tb^ 
' difagreeable fuppofition^ and I am forry to fay, fi> 
' well founded afpei lions of ignorance, affedtatioo* 

* inconftancy, folly and fa&io^. Too long have they, by 
' fervileimitationof monilrousmodesydanced after the 

* ridiculous abfurdity of French whims, and fubmitted 

* to the tyrannic rules of a-la-mode travelled ladies, 

* who would hoodwink realbn, and hedge-hog the 

* mod beauteous part of the creation. la there a pv 

• triot 
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* triot cje that does no we? p over the wounds of 
^ their country ? Who can behold our manufadur«s 

* defpifedy our artiils difcouraged, a French oiono- 
' polj of friieurs, and the dropucal exceflks to which 

* modern heads are fwoln, and not without founda^> 

* tion conclude, that the very bafis of our conftitu- 
' tion is /hook, the fr aipe is tottering, and abufes call 
' aloud for reformation ? Are we ever to be blinded 

* by the enemies' politicks ? Is not the introdudioa 

* of language and faftion the firft fympton^ of fub- 

* verfion ? Can our enemies want powerful advocates 

* anoong the men, who have already debauched the 

* underltanding of the women ? What dreadful re- 

* volutions have had their rife from lefs important 
' occafions, both ancient and modern hiftory tell us. 

* How many Pompadours have been the fed ret fpring 

* of the vatt machine, and ruled the reins of govern- 

* ment? How many Miuifters are under petticoat 

* rule ? How many eleftions are carried by the.wo*- 

* men ? None but a ft ranger in politics can be igno^ 

* rant of this j and how flowing, how natural the 

* conclufion, that a French beadmould have a French 

* heart, and aFrench — I tremble for the cobfequenccs. 

* How many of thefe mode-mad, degenerate daughters 

* of Ireland, are ready to barter their country for a 

* French head, or a French filk ? and how many of 

* our loqua<cious patriot^ would facfifiee themielves 

* to a peniion, or pretty face ? ! my country ! And 

* to whom do we owe thefe monftroua abfordities } 

* to fuperanuared maids, who, like Jephti's daughter, 

* weep over her virginity, in all the pomp of funeral 

* parade i to grey-headed coquets, who, under the 

* diiguife of paint and curls, haunt publick places^ 

* to beg the douceurs of all well difpofed gentlemen ^ 
« to ihamelefs gambling dowagers, who would co- 
« ver a curu -tattered conditution, and crackt com<- 

* plexion, under a monftrous mop of wool and hair. 

* Can thefe be patterns of tafte and decency, who 
« have renounced both ? For fhame, arife then, af- 

* fcrt your liberty, ftiine once more in the beauty of 

* native innocence^ and the unborrowed graces of 
' nature, and leave thefe old Friezland hens to add 

* to 
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^ to their deforinity, by the borrowed charms of a 

* muttoned head. Shall we, on whom nature ha» 

* lavifhedher graces, difhonoartheduftofOttrgraiid- 

* mothers, who fcorned the tawdry improYements of 
' foreign folly, and ihined in the homefpun elegance 
' of natural (impiicity? And let meobierYe, that in 

* vain the Britiih thunder roar'd unriralled on the 

* plains of Minden, in vain has the blood and trea* 

* fureof Britain been laviihed, to humble an afpir- 
' b^ enemy ; in vain have the BritiA burners waved 

* triumphant in the fcorching plains of Alia and Afric* 

* or the fnow-cap'd mountains of America; if the 

* nobler part of the nation yet wear the badge of 

* Oavery, and carr/ about their heads fo man^ 

* trophies of the enemy^s conqueft. Were my opi* 
' nion of weight enough to prevail with this ho« 
' nourable houie, fuch methods would be taken as 
' would efie<5tually extirpate this growing evil, root 

* and branch : and» let me conclude, like the great 

* commoner, and wiih that the fentiments of mj 

* heart were inicribed^ not on my tomb-ftone, (as I 
' am not yet tired of life) but on my cap, that the 

* prefent age might fee there is one fuperior to itt 

* corruption*' 

n the BATCHELOR. 

* S I R, 

* TT OUR obliging compliments were extremely 

* X agreeable to me, though f am confcious of 

* not deferving them ; (b pleafing is genteel flattery 
« to all my fex. Your propofal of admitting me Into 

* the Female Parliament, is an honour far bevond my 
< moft fanguine wiOies ; though I know myfelf to bo 

* quite unequal to the arduous talk, as it requires 

* more than common abilities to entitle a perfon to a 
' feat in the fenate-houfe, yet, if Mifs Love-youth^ 
' and the other honourable members, deign to re- 

* ccive unworthy me into their councils, I here con- 

* firm to them what you have promifed for me, that 

* no |>ribes whatfoever^ not even the prevailing ones 

• you 



itized by Google 



No. II. Tie BATCHELOR, 85 

< yon have mentioned, /hall influence me to betray 

* the public good : but I will not make H clamour a* 
« bout patriotifm, like fome modern pretenders to 

* that noble virtue. As an inducement for the wor* 
« thj ladies to admit me, t muft inform them, that 

* I am free from moft of the modi(h foibles you ob- 
« jeA againft : I never had my hair French'd but 

< once, and that was in compliance with another 
« perfoa's defire : ravi&ing as Tenducci*s voice is, I 
^ cannot die away at Arbaces' foft, unintelligible 

< complaints, though I melt into tears with vener* 

* able, unfortunate Lear, and fympathize with the 
« lovelyCountefsof Salifbury's agony for her child, 
^ torn from her arms. I never fet mv foot out of 
' my native country, for whom I have that reve- 

* rence all her children owe her, though, like Go* 

* neril and Regan, fome of them throw off all filial 
« tendernefs and duty ; and I diflike all French pro- 

* duftions, except thofe of their wit ; thefe, I own, 

* I am an admirer of. If you will lay this before 

* Mrs. Speaker, and I am received into that refpeft- 

* able body, I /hall always endeavour to pxove my- 

* felf worthy of the truft repofed in, 

' Sir, your moft obliged humble fervant, 

• Incognita.' 



Prom the MER CV KY in Parliament- ftrect. 

On the much lamented, and mod tragical death of 
thecelebrated patriot, Phlogos, who, on Satur- 
day th^ 31ft ultimo, was harbaroufly murJered 
by fome peribns uriknown, on College green^ where 
he was found in the morning, a hi tie after five,, 
with his head feparated from his body. 
^is defideriu Jit fudor^ aut modus 

Tarn cbari capitis ^ -- Hoa. 

JS then the worthy Pblogos dead? 
-•• And has our patron loft his head f 
Ah me^ 'what <vile^ infernal pack 
Cmild perpetrate a deed Jo black I 

A neft 
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>f neft of regies for mifcBief keertt * 

Whofometimes meet on (>**• G**** 
Difpos^d alike to kill and roh^ 
No doubts have done the ivickedjoht ; 
Defirofd the fillar of the jiate. 
And rohVd our patriot of his pate ! 
And noWf alas^ by nuay of feoffs 
Xbe bloody knaves 'who cut it off^ 
(As if to pacify bis gbofi) 
Have dar'dtofix it on a pofl ; 
Apoflf for ivhich be us^d tojirive. 
But ne*er could compafs^ nvhen alive. 
His trunk amid the common herd 
Of malefa&ors lies interr*d; 
The lovoly manjion only known 
By this infcription on tbeftone : 
** Here lies a tvit, nvithout a bead^ 
*• A S*****r luho vjanted bread i 
« AD***** often feed for killing, 
'• A man of Jhovj tjuitbout a Jbiuing : 
•* A patriot^ vuho, to get a name, 
" Still kept his country in a fame : 
•• A church' man ever fond to filb up 
*• An ill report againji a bijhop 
** And (*u)hat mu/l furely feem more odd) 
" Afaint^^-^vtithout the fear of God.*' 
X 

No. z%. Saturday y June 14. 



Aliquando dulce efl infanire, 

* Ta /i&^ B A T C H E L O EL 

•SIR, 

* ^TpVHO* I meet wJch daily mortifications for 

* X having neglected in my youth to learD the 

* polite accompli ill uie lit of daaciii^s 1 i:ave not the 

* courage to attempt at acquiring a kuowledge of 

• that 
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* that agile fcience. The truth is, I have been bu- 

* ried at fchooi and at college, till I afn near thirty 

* years of age, and find a ftrange repugnance in me 

* to capering, for according to the old adage, nrmo 

* faltat fobrius. And indeed* what kjnd of a figure 
< doth a man of anj fenfe and |ravity make, in &ip* 

* ping about to the tickling of a flieep's gut, by a 

* little hair and rofin ! Yet what mud I do r There la 
' a necefHty for me to get married, and I am half in 

* lo?e with four or five young females of my ac- 

* quaintance ; but I find 1 (hall fland no chance to 

* get into the good graces of any one of them, with- 

* out f- qualify myiclf to walk a minuet with her : 

* and, to mend the matter, my greateft favourite is fo 
' immoderately fond of this kind of exercife, that it ia 

* hardly pofiible for her to fit flili on an ordinary vi- 
' fit, if me hears but a kit or a violin. If T thought 

* it would not make nie egregiouily ridiculous, I 

* would yet learn to* caper. What think you of 

* it Mr. WagftaflFe ?— tell me ingenuoufly how I fliall 

* a£t in this affair. Shall I make a fool of myfelf to 

* get a wife, or (hall I be a whit the lefs fool, if I 

* determine to remain, as you have done, 

• A Batchelor.' 

I am a(loni(hed to think a gentleman of univerfity 
education, (hould be at a lofs for a precedent to juftify 
him in an honeft endeavour to qualify himfelf for the 
favour of the ladies. Can he be ignorant that So- 
crates himfelf learned to dance at twice his age ; or 
that in anfwer to his maxim, nemo faltat Johrtus^ 
•* dancing is incompatible with wifdom,** we may op- 
pofe another of equal or fuperior authonty, as in my 
motto. 

They, *who in general *walk by ruky 
May fimetime 5 'wifely play the fool. 



T. 
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* r^ th$ BATCHELOR. 

•SIR, 

ISee plainly your drift in being fo hot on endear 
vouring to conftitute a Parnament of women, 
as propofed by jour fenfibie correfpondent, Lettt 
Love-youth, and aflented to by your^tf/ri&r/w^<>.' 
— ^There is a fnakc in the grafs.--You, with aU 
your ieeaiing morality, and upright declarations, 
appear now m my opinion, to be what your Cor* 
refpondent, Obad^ah Plaincoat,. furmifed, a 
wolf in flicepS cloathing. ~ So, Mr. Wagftaffe, 
you want to be in the female committees, and to 
wriggle yourfelf into all their fecrets. It is lucky 
for the ladies they have difcovered you in time, or 
you certainly would have discovered them. Befide 
thisreafon for not giving into your propofal, I have 
others, which I will lay before your readers, \i 
you will permit me. 

* I grant, that the women of this kingdom have 
tn equal right with the men, to be reprefented ia 
parliament ; and it is a mere conceit to fay, that a* 
there is no difference between the very old people 
of both fexes, old men being' commonly called old 
women ; the older and wifer part of the fez, at 
leaft, have their reprefentatives already. It is no 
leisabfurd to iniinuate, that feveral great men are 
no other than the reprefentatives of their wives. 

* Such a parliament would be attended with num* 
berlefs inconveniences ; for, if the women ^ere io 
chufe them, it is prefumed, that tbegreateft merit 
upon earth, nay, even bribery itfelf, would not be 
able to procure any woman of tolerable beaunr to 
be elected, fo that this would be the uglieft afVem- 
bly in the creation, and mud, in the eye of ail tiie 
worlds tend very much to the difcredit of the Irifh 
beauty fo hfghly admired: wheieas, if the men 
were the ele^ors, the houfe would be fuch a for» 
midable affembly of angels, that it might very 
much endanger the liberty of every man, even to 

* lift 
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* lift up his cjes at thcai, which at pTcfcnt the 

* nieaneft of us may do in a modeft and humble man* 

* ncr at our ineniber. 

• In a company the other evening where your pa- 
*.pcr was produced, and Mifs Lof e-youth's letter 

* read, with vour fubfeqaent paper ; the wife of 

* a member 01 parliament, who was one of the coro- 
' pany, faid, fee did not approve of your fchemc, 

• but thought that the wife of every parliament man 

• fhould be admitted to a right of fpeaking and vot- 

• log on every queftion : this I objeded to, for as 

* hulbands and wives commonly difi^r in opinion, it 

* is to be feared the court would conftantiy have a 

• minority in the houfe. I proceeded further in wy 

* objedtions, and concluded thus,*—" To wave « 
*• great many other trite exceptions, to fuch an her- 
'* Qiaphrodite affembly, I apprehend the men might 
•* with fomc reafon infift, that, as the privileges of 
•• parliament arc not abfolutely limited, it would t)C 
•• a queftion, whether a kifs, or a fqueeze by the 
'• hand, or the gallanting a fan, might not be con- 
** ftrued a breach of privilege? nay, whether it 
•• might not be unfafe to affront the lap-dog or parrot 
•• of a member of parliament." 

• I think the moft equitable method is, that for the 

• future every houfe of commons (hould beeleded by 

• the women; a fchenie, which as it would ef- 
^ fe^tuzUy remov^ the grievances above complained 

• of, fo would it be attended with many good con- 

* fequences, and is liable, as I conceive, to no man- 

* ner of exception; unlefs perhaps, from aukward 
' malecontents and outof-falhion patriots, whofe 

* ientiments I appiehend, whether right or wrong, 

* arc not worth regarding. 

• Several Lord Lieutenants in former times, have 
' met with great ob^rudtions in their meafures, par- 

* ticularly of railing money, from a party of coun* 
« try gentlemen who have been chofen by their 

* neighbours and tenants ; now, by the fchemc I ' 
^ propo(e, both thefe evils will be removed, and it 

* will be rendered impoHible for a mere country 

* gentleman (1 mean a ruftic) ever to gain admiflioa 

* into 



itized by Google 



90 W^ B A T C H E L O R. No 31. 

• into tbe houfe. By this method of cleftion, tbc 

• houfe of commons of Ireland, would become an 

• aflembly of the fineft gentlemen in Europe j and a* 

• it would be likewife the ableil bodied council in 

• the world, might, in a literal fenfe, be called the 

• bultvark of the nation : for as no woman ihould be 
. • fuffered to vote till the age of twenty one (or if 

• none but widows were to vote) all beaus and petit 

• maitres would be abfolutely excluded. 

* The beaftly cuftomof drinking, which prevaili. 
' at elections, and really looks like the celebratioa 

• of the orgies of Bacchus, would, by this fchemc, 

• be entirely aboliftied, and dancing fubftitutedinits 

• ftead, which, as it would greatly improve our gal- 

• lantry, fo it would complete the refeaiblance of the 

• French we have fo long been labouring at, with 

• every part about us, from head to foot. 

* Democritus, junior.* 

• P. S. If you publifli this, you (hall bear from me 

• again ihorily, on the fame fubjed.* ^ 



From /i&# MERCURY /« Parliamcnt-ftrcet* 

^tmper ^-^^ A o d i t o r tantum. ■ ■ J u v. 

* Mr. HoEY, 
' TX/HENEVER I obferve a political writer 

• VV pour out his fentiments in a manner fuited 

• rather to the pajjions^ than to the underftandings arid 

• reafan of his readers, I luiped his having foinefel- 

• fiftj defign in view 5 efpecially when he fuflPersfeitn- 

• felf to run into an illiberal abufe of pcrfons who 

• happen to differ from him in opinion, or are placed 

• in ftations above his own. — It is poiTible, indeed, 

• that an intemperate writer, or one who runs fo- 

• rioufly into party zeal, may be an bouift man : ^^ 

• know, that in domeftic and private life, paiTioMfc 

• perfons are, in the main, good*natured, and oftea 
' ferry for having given fcope to their anger : hot 'a 

< gmao 
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' a man thus agitated, is the mod unfit in the world 

* to commence a political writer. The mifchiefdone 

* by the former is eafily and foon repaired ; we arc 
' induced to pity his weakn^is, and forgive the fud- 

* den guft of hischoier, on account of the fucceding 

* humanity he exercifes, to repair his fault. — But it 

* ia not fo with the latter, the politician: the warmth 
' of his teniper, when it difplays itfelf in print, makes 

* an impremon more lading, perhaps, than his pro- 

* duftions, and he throws the greater part of hfs 
' readers, who are the weak and untelligent,into that 
' commotion of fpirits, by which he himfelf appears 
' influenced. 

• Litera fcripta manety is a true, and fometimes a 
' fisnificant faying : and, in private letters, the heat 

* of the writer is fometimes produ£tive of inconve. 
' nience and detriment to himfelf; much more is the 

* heat of the political adventurer likely to be fo ; and 

* not to bfmfelf alone, but (what is much worfe) to 

* numbers of that community, of which he happens 
' to be a member; few of whom have the wifdom or 

* the difcretion to Hand neutral in the political dif- 

* pute that he has raifed. The multitude are fplit 

* and divided, and they lift themfelves on this and 

* that fide, according as they are adtuated by their 

* real or imaginary interefts, or by the paflions that 

* have been excited in them. They are totally and 

* cruelly taught to hate, inftead of loving one ano- 

* ther. This fort of political writer, who has not 

* his pafiions under a reafonable controul, never ac- 

* knowledges his errors ; for thefe he has a parental 
^ and blind fondnefs ; nay, he goes on from error to 

* error, from mifchief to mifchief, and gives a full 

* (cope to all the irrafcible qualities interwoven in 

* his nature and conftitution. 
But, though I allow that a party-writer may hap- 
to be honeft in intention^ this good intention is 
a (lender extenuation of his crime : he, as I 

(aid, keeps the public divided i and, for this very 
rea(bn, oueht to bt treated as a madman^ out of 
who(e hand the fword, that has been fooHHiIy in- 
tmfted to him,, fliottld be immediately wrefted : or 

< as 
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^ ts a knave^ who hopes to raife to hmifelf aneariy 

* and advantageous harreft, by fbwing the feeds of 
' diiTention in the hot- bed of partj. 

^ I fliall ever be of this opinion, Jet the latent or 
' declared moti*ues or pretencts of fuch men be what 

* thej may. We know fome writers in this citv, who 

* have given much (Ironger tokens of their being ac- 

* tuared by a fpirit of felfiflinefs and fadion, than 6/ 

* the fpirit of patriot ifm ; who» though at fome timet, 

* they have anFeded to appear in th^ world, as fo 

* many Caios, dying, or ready to die* for their ^leeJ' 

* ing country^ have, at Other times,^ defcend^d to all 
' the meannefs of batterers and fycophancs ; laid hold 
' on every, trifling opportunity that offered for draw* 

* ing upon themfelves the public attention, and 

* courting popularity ; tried every bafe and illiberal 
' method for promoting their own intereiled pur- 
' pofes; and diflurbed the public, wbofe happioefs 
' and repofe they (hould principally endeavour to 

* eftablim -•- - They have bellowed in the fenate» 

* roared in the ftree'ts, and dared to infuit even the 

* feat of government itfelf, or rather the perfbnaapi- 
^ pointed to fill it, and to dired the great politick 

* machine. Happily for the public, however, and 
' perhaps for themfelves too, thefe gentlemen havd 

* been treated with that neglect and contempt which 
' their audacity deferved ; for their ambition would 

* Hill rife, in proportion as it ^as from time to time 

* gratified. — Government hath wifeljr obferved, that, 

* if fome fat fops had been thrown into the mouths 

* of thefe perfons, this would.be fo very far from 

* filencing clamour, that, in fad, it would be feeding 
' a fpreading flame, for that others, following their 

* example, would roar out too, and ftretch fonrard 

* their maws, with appetites equalhr craving and 

* voracious ; and that the revenue of'^the ilate itfelf 

* could not poflibly gratify the incrtafing number of 

* fuch appetites. 

• If thefe vociferous gentlemen, who indeed have 

* fome talents, would not abufe or mifapply thofe 
^ talents, but employ them for nobler and better pur- 
' pofes, in doling, inftead of widening the wounds 

« of 
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' of the nation, (for the nttion is wounded bj the 
' prejudices, partialities, and wayward politics of 

* bigotted and felf-intereiled men) and in pointing 
' out the means for uniting all parties in one com* 

* mon, national, and political intereft ; would they, I 
' fay, do this, they would a£t like patriots indeed I 

* — loftead of fuch a falutary plan, they take a quite 

* contrary courfe ; they have the temerity to traduce^ 

* perfonally. not only the higheft, but tome of the 

* moft refpedable chara6ters in the kingdom : they 

* take pains to render magiftracy iniigmficanty and 
'contemptible in the eyes of the populace : thus (for 

* inflance) tifat alderman and a gluttwnous knave are 

* become fynonimous terms; and this refpedable, 

* ufefaU ^^ neceifary body of magiftrates are, hj 

* turns, denounced fools, afles, knayes, and bloated 

* (coundrels. Such is the cwfiftency of our poHticai 

* regulators in their epithets and changes ! — If one of 

* theie, accepting an invitation to an aidermanic eo- 

* tertainment, has not a lord or a prii^y-counfellor 

* turned out of his chair, to make room for bim » wt 

< are told, in the Fadious Journal^ that the gentleman 

* 6nd8 himfelf under a neceflity of going home to his 
« own dinner, becaufe (by the bye) he came too late 
^ to be admitted at the/r^, and could not fit at the 
' fecond tahltt where perfons of higher rank than 

* iiifuielf were contented to place themfeives.— Such 

* prying eyes have fome of our modern political wri- 
' ters, and fo far do they diveft themfeives of com* 

* mon decency, that even the kitcben of a great man 

* cannot efcape their notice. Pity it is, that they 

* have not been brought up in the occuf^ations of 

* larder-keepers, cooks, and fcullions 1-^Thus, in 

< fine, the moft trivial circumftances are noifed 

* abroad, through a channel ever retady for receiving 

* ail produdions that are calculated to fow diifentioti 
' and difcontent in the minds of the public, and for 

* fnch cbiefy, 

* I hope, Mr. Hoey, for your own credit and 

* emolument, but principally for the &ke of the 

* public, that you will keep clear of fuch partialities 

* as diftinguiih the writings and the conduct of fome 

« of 
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of joir cotemporary Journaiifls. My own fenti- 
ment i», that you (hould give place to all writings, 
indifcrimiDatcly, pro and contra, that arc fent to 
you, if written with moderation, decency and fenie, 
and calculated for the inflru^ion, not the di<vifion 
of the public. For by this means, the true intereft 
of the community will at length be fet in « proper 
light, and better understood, than it ever can be 
through any conveyance that is free only for the lu- 
cubrations of one particular fet ofivriterSf and thofe, 
for the motl part, the mod fcurrilous and abufive, 
the moft intemperate and inflammatory of any that 
ever yet appeared in this kingdom. 

* I am. Sir, 

• Your very humble fcrvant, 

< Philanthropos.' 

A POEM to LlBERTr 

•' /^ Liberty 9 thougoddefs hea^\nlj bright^'* 

^^ To what far dijlant region art. thou fled ^ 
Ah, what provoked thee hence to take thy flight, 

And leave a <vile impoflor in thy fteadP 
A loofe, licentious, proud, imperious dame ; 

Intriguing, f odious, turbulent and loud; 
If ho nuears thy garb, affumes thy facred name. 

And thus impofes on the giddy croud! 
Framfcene tofcene the hup vagrant runs. 

Some fland'rous tale to ev*ry ear imparts ; 
IVith ivicked nviles debauches all our fons. 

And evn our fires feduces by her arts. 
The ixuinton iwetch, voitb ev*ry rakeft>e meets^ 

Toflevjs and taverns freely will repair ; 
In ev'ryfray, that happens in theftreets. 

In ev^ry. public riot has afl)are. 
What tho the prudent Jhun her as a peft, 

Tet in the city often ii flje feen, 
fVithfeeming kindnefs treated by the befl. 

By all the vulgar honour' d as a. queen. 

Kay 
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Nia^ ev^nnjoUb patriots fomitimes tete i tetg 

Appears in places if the fir ft refort j 
Is nnell received hy fome among the great y 

But ne'er prefumes to Jbevo her face at court : 
Her difitffeQion there fo *well is Anown, 

That, had the turetcb fufficient pow^r, Uisfure 
She en/n 'would dare toflfake the Britijb throne^ 

IVbieh thou nver't e^er anxious tofecure, 
Tbeny Oh, to hani/b this impoftor njile^ 

Fair liberty ^ once nwre from hea<v^n defcendi 
Once more return to this diforder^d ifte, 

Return-^for pohU Hbrtjpord is thy friend. 



No. zj. Tuefday^ June 17. 

• To the BATCH EL OR. 
•SIR, 

* T SHALL refume the fubjedl on which I wrote 

* JL ^^ you before^ theele^ion of all future parlia- 

* raeiits by women. I have already mentioned fbroe 

* of the advantages it would be productive of, and 

* (hall now fpecify a few more. 

* By this method of election, we (hall avoid the ilt 

* efie^s of that pernicious reftraint, which cuftom 

* has impo(ed upon women from opening their minds 

* to the men. Now, in making intereft for a parti* 

* cular member, a lady mi^ht very modeftly declare 

* her inclinations^ Thus (ome ladies who are not 

* bleft with much beauty or fortune, might in a de* 

* cent manner, pay their addre(res to the men ; which 
' would at the (ame time dlflinguifh the gallantnr of 

* the candidate. Thus the abominable cuftom ot ez- 

* ceflive drinking, which I have already mentioned, 

* that deprives his majefty of feveral of his fubjeCts 

* by impairing their healtns, would be aboliihed, and 

' inilead 
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* inftetd of a dccreafe of people, there would be (b 

* vifible tn increafe, that every eledion year, like a 

* fort of leap-year, might be eafily diftingoiflied fron 

* the reft ; and heoce the patriots might be farther 

* indulged with two favourite points ; for, firft, no 

* perfon could have the aiTurance to oppofe iepten- 

* nialy or rather annual parliaments ; and fecondly, it 

* would remove a very nrong argument in favour of 

* a llaoding army, when it was proved* that children 

* might be promifcuoufly raifed all over the country 

* without it. 

* Another convenience, tho' not ib general, would 
« attend feveral gentlemen who have a great number 
« of daughters, to whom they are notable to give 

< what is tailed a genteel fortune, without which, if 

< the faid daughters had every other merit, no man of 
« any rank would think of anj thing more than 4e^ 

* bauchingthem i now, by this feheme, we might find 
« a method to keep a hulband in countenance with- 

< out the word/or/tf/fr, iince it would read very well 

< in the Mbrcury among the Dublin news, 

«« Yefterday Patrick Somebody, Efq; was married 
«< to Mifs Such-a-^ne, a lady of great beaut/, merit, 
M and a vote for the city of Dublin, and the counties 
•• ofKildareandCorke." 

* And that this fcheme may be made as advan- 

* tageous as poflible to the caufe of virtue, it (hould 

* be fettled, that no woman who has eloped from her 
« hu(band, none who lives in open denance of the 
' laws of decency, (hall, notwithftanding the allega- 

* tion of any cuftom or faibion in her favour, be ad* 
« mitted to vote. 

' That no woman under the aee of twenty -one, 

* fliall be admitted to vote» iince it is unlikely that 

* thofe who generally ihew us they are not quali6ed 

* to chufe a man for themfelves, (houid chufe well 

* for their country. 

.* To prevent corruption, no milliner or mantua- 
' maker, or wife of an ezcifeman or cuftom-houfe gf^ 

* ficer, (hould be allowed to vote. 

* This laft exception concerning the wives of ex* 

* cifeoien, &c. I got the hint of from a court lady, 

* which 
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* which (iirprifed me much at firft, till I confidered 

* the rule of contraries, already mentioned. 

* For the better carrying on the project of imkat* 

* ing the people of France, no lady ihould be admit- 

* ted to vote for the knights of (hires, without being 

* drefled a-la mode de Paris. To qualify a lady to 
' vote for citizens or burgefl*es, it might be (ufficient 
' that (he wore only a French night cap, or any other 
' unbecoming diftinguifhing mark of that nation. 

* Beiides the qualifications already neteifary to a 

* candidate, (bme decency of character ihould likewiie 

* be required. No man, therefore, who piiblickly 
' keeps a miftrefs, or is an open and avowed frequen- 

* ter of bad hou fes, ihould be deemed qualified for a 

* member. 

* When I firil thought of this affair, I defigned to 
' have mentioned that all profeiTed debauchers of wo*> 

' men ihould be excluded, but before 1 publiihed that . 

* claufe, I thought proper to feel fome woipens pulfe 

* as to this point, in order to which I propofed it in a 

* large company of ladies, to whom I difclofed. my 
' icheme, among whom a debate aroie whether 

* widows ihould not be excepted^ and the queilion 

* being at length put, it was carried in favour of the 

* exception by a great majority. , 

* In the fame company, and immediately after the 

* foregoing queflion had been difpofed of, it was re- 

* folved nem. con. That any man who is convided of 

* boafting of a lady^s favour, ihall be deenaed utterly 

* difqualified to be chofen. , ^ 

* A motion was made, that when any ele^or could 

* be proved, on the teftimony of one or more proper- 

* ly qualified for the teft, to be of a weak and ihallow 

* mind, either from having outlived their underftand- 

* ing, or never having a fufHcient quantity of that in- 
' gredient to entitle them to a vote 1 that their opinion 
'. or vote for or againfl any candidate, ihould be ro^ 

* jeded, and they obliged to retire to an hofpital for 
' lunaticks. It paiTed at the firft putting, but a de^ 

* bate ariiing on the manner of its being entered in 

* the kdies tablets, it f;:ll to the ground. 

Vox, I. F * Then 
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* Then the ftf&mbfy adjourned to the tiejtt drum 

< iMght, to be hcW at Udj Wrinkle's in Merrfon-ftreet 

< ■ ■ I Of the proceedings there, you (hall, pei'haps, 
^ hereafter rec^ve an account, from 

J * Democritos, juiiior.' 



From tlic Mercury in Parliament- ft rect, 

« 7o the Printer ^f the Dublin Mercury. 
^ S, I R, , 

* ^TT^HE fentiment in niy former letter, wsa^ that 

X " an angry 6t palfionate party- writer may he 
*« an b9neft man^^ was intended as a compliment rather 

* to human nature in general, than to any particular 
^ perfon^ then t>r now in xxa^ view : for the honour in* 

* deed of our fpecies, I would wifli that a deep (cnfir 

* ^IKty 6f any ejdftittg public evils, and fuch a regard 

* fbr tWlhtereft oi the community, as ihould hold 

* 'SB^LP in nohighi^n^gree <)feftimation, or a matr 
-* ter of greater iblicitwfc, than that intereft, where 

* aloiie the fthuuiating motive to that immoral abi^e, 
^ that Tiruleint licentiouihers, and that anticjhriftiao 

* fpirit of rancour, -which lb ftrongly mark the writ- 

* ings of fome of our modern political ^^wi^/. 

• Etithu'fidfm isa fort of fever of the mind, and as 
^ dangerous in politics ^ as it often has been found to 

* be m^t^ofi : yet it hath fome degree of merit ; ber 
•* caufe its heat arifes from a good principle at botrom, 
*• or a. principle -which to the perfon, who labours uo* 
^ der Its inilueneerappears to be a gooJ one ^ 
•< Burtheiuen, who ftrive to keep the good people of 
** this kingdom at drawn daggers, have nor, nor have 
** their friends for them, the merit of their hdng^ntbu' 
^ fiafis to plead for them : far from it {-—Whoever 
** has remarked their conduft for feme years paft» 
^ muft have feen, and ftill fee, ^ear felf^ as the 
"* jiipha and Omegg^ the "beginning and the end, o( 
"^ their mighty ftruggles for uherty : their boaft of pa- 
* triotiim is merely fj^ecioos. * It 
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* It is as cafj to counterfeit a Iotc for one's rouri- 

* trj, as for one's miftrcfs : and the f/eutU, or pre- 

* tended patriot y in order to fupport hia pretenfiofls to 
' the character he afliimes, has no more to do 42Ut 

* to cull out a parcel of (uch captivating cxpreflibns 

* as theft, and place them at the beginning and con- 

* dufion of his popular and abufive addreffcs : ■ ■■ ' ' 

* Men and brethren ! -^Brethren and felltrw- citizens /•— 

* My mo ft beUiFoed brethren and friends ! — My deareji 

* friends and fellonu-citixens ! — My beft beloved bre^^ 

* thren and friends ! — My moji beloved and honoured 

* brethren and friends ! ■ Fare<u;elly iny brothers ! 

* and let me conjure' you to believe me, that^ mJhe^her 

* living or dying, / am, and ever fball be^ vuith the 

* utmoft fincerity, ipie refpe^,' unfeigned lovZy and 

* boundlefs gratitude, yours ^ &c. 

* Ufuch a patriot, from an apprchenfion of corporal 

* punifhment, (hould cry out,'**^IQow, itov s^ns of 
"liberty! jost and' righteous* jwdgAs! 
" look narroM^ly into th^fe my proceeding?, and tij 
** my conduct by ^he fules of law and justice, 
•* not by the malevolent mifreprciehtations of defign- 
** ing men" — and'fhould, with a "tY?^>^ flouf ifli, de- 

* clare, ** Life, witli all the gawj^ pomp and fplendor 
*• of the world, can have no- charm for me, cannot 
" even be tolerable to me, without liberty*'—— 

* and if, in another place, vhe fliould offer up. a ^*ck 
** cloud of incenfeto his own importance, by the fol- 

* 'lowing dimax — ^**©eath can have nothing terrible to 
•* the man, whofe whole life is one continued (i^nt of 
^Hnceffant toil, trouble, c^re atid anxiety, and who 
**' is univearied in anfwering the ends of his creation^ 
** RELIGIOUSLY discharging his duty to his neigh* 
" boury to'himfdf, to his king^ to his country, to his 
•* God : Death to fuch a Man is but an eajy tranfiti- 
** on from a traniitory life of pain and trouble, to an 
** eternal one of.endlefs and inexpreffible ftlicity.'" 

* — If, I fay, he (hotild fpeak in thi^ piteous, mourn- 

* ful, and Telf-complacent drain, to his friends at the 

* Coombe, and in the feveral cellars and garret; of the 

* city,' the poor honeft creatures would doubtlefs at 

F 2 * oac« 
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once catch the bewitching pathos ; (bb, and pour 
out torrents of tears ; almoft brcsik their fwelling 
heaits with fympathetic groans ; convuf^ely ^Ich 
out, oA, lib^ ! oh, fivf country / — and deem him 
thejiilas of the conftitution. 

* The hiftorjr of patriotifm for twenty years paft, 
or thereabout, would be a curious, an edifying, 
and uieful undertaking.— The fubjed of the frfi 
iedion would indeed be very remarkable, when 
contraftedwith the (ubfequent conduct and decla- 
rations of the4>rincipal hero of the piece : — In the 
former might be (hewn how, ii fet forth, with all 
the Aowery elegance and turgid <poxnpofity of a 
barbery how terrible Irijh names founded in En^ip 
^rs 5 that " their names, their fvety njlm£S, 
founded treafpn, rebellion^ rUt, rapine^ nmrder and 

maffacre^ zn^.e'vefy fpecies of *wickednefs that ceuld 
disfigure human nature"-^^nd in fome of the fubfe- 
quent fedions, how " this (the Irifb) nation has 
' not been better treated by fome of the antient 
EngUJh governors, than the Perunntms or Mexicans 

by the Spaniardsy that the native Iriflf were 

tr^ted like./!iz<c;ri, and barbarous enemies to the 
crown J and that foon after, the Engliftf-lrifb (bared 

the like fate:" Such an hiftory (and there are 

materials enough for it) would clearly point out the 
f^eai confsflency and uniform eondud of ifi>me of our 
political dodotjs j whoie pills, however, -inftead ef 
curing the fancied difbrders, have poifbned the con- 
(litQtions of the ignorant, the credulous and un- 
happy perfons, to whom they had been adminiftei'ed. 

* Cool and difpafConate men, men ^who have the 
real happine(8 of the community at heart, 'in wluch 
their own is more or lefs involved, will, (ucelj* 
(and indeed it is time they (hould) think it their 
duty to endeavour to ftem that fa3iou$ fpirit that 
impudently ilalks abroad, (for whether the fountain- 
head of this fpirit be enthufiafm or arty the con- 
fequences are equally pernicious to the public) and 
to .call the deluded multitude back to their fober 

• fenfei, 
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' fen&s^ from that ftate of political dninkennefs; 

* wherein they have been for a long time immerfed* • 
' As a preparative to this falutary work, let me at- 

* )>refent briefly exprefs to the lower order i}f free cf*- 
^ tizem in this< metropolis^ who^ I am perAiaded, are 

* in the main, honed well-intentioned men, not 
' barely my apprehenfions, but my firm belief, that 

* their political inftnidors are making them 'Only 

* ftep-laddcrs to power :— That the buftle of fome 

* of the tf/^r er^er of citizens is a mere farce, and. 

* (hews they want to wri^le or force themieiyes ktto'v 
' preferinents : — That tv^ they quarrel with alder- 

* men, is becaufe they themfelves are not, (kft Jbe* 

* rifi and next aldermen ; for they are iharpriighted' 
' enough to have diicovered that (bme of their bet- 

* ters (their betters in rank, fortune and endowments) ' 

* oppofe, and quarrel ** with govemort, in hopes, ^f 

* beii^ taken off by places and penfions: ^That: 

* the cry of liher^ is merely. dehifory,,and fct gp? 
' by artful and deiigning men, who would mono- 

' polize its bleflings to ibemfehes. ^ThAt this is ^e 

* Jc9^ and drift of the fanatical preachers in thtfaSi^ 

* ous ymirnal: ^That if thefe preachers got livipgi, 

* ftipends^ and other emoluments, which they luft for» 

* they would become /dent: as mutes ; and then all 

* would be iwf//; not a word of complaint would be 

* thrown out againft governors, aldermen, or recor- 

* ders ; at leaft for fome time, until their ambitton 
*• would grow higher, and other opportunities for 

* clamour offered : Let me further remind thpfe 

* citizens^ that no political conftitution under the 

* Am is, or can be, perfect in praSice : becaufe /^r<? 

* fe&ion is not the lot of human nature :-r-^Thajt 
*' although there ipay be many over-fights, miftakes, 
' and, perhaf^^, fome oppreffions too, committed by 
'. iomt perfbns in power and authority ; yet, that 

* the greateft political oppreiiion that can be, is that 

* which is exercifed by thofe reftlefs and ambitious 

* fpirits, who labour^ fdr finifler purpofes, to diffufe 
' difcontents throughout the people, to make them 

* diflatisfied with their magiftrates (than whom, per- 

F 3 * haps. 
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' liapa4 a better fet could not be pkced in their dead, 

* w'ere die pickii^ and chooiing of them left to our 

* political ri^/tf/w^V— to throw the body-politic into 

* conluiiony in hopes of their emerging from their 
*- obicmity, and rifipg above their fdlows : And 

* ^ally, that fuch fpirits have always been the 

* gneateft enemies /• and in any country, which 
*' had the misfortune of giving them bi^th ; fome very 
^ htiHang iofiances of which nave been given by that 
^ able and difipaffionate writer, Philomlis, in 
^ yut paper of die 5th inftant 

• I wn, SIR, 

• Yours, &c 

>iiejlr, t766/ * PHIfcANTROPOS/ 

HkeD^imitibnofa Frie'Citizbh. 



^^TT^jHB tfithet free, v»b9n afpffi t9 a tUy 

' jt ^^ fiS!^^ free— jfrwif MfcnttM and nvit \ 

jMfiirjUr^ mfami fiur identical letters^ 

J fay a^ impfy-^he raikes free nmtb Us htten, 
'ii atirBvft free may m9rf9ver imfrt 
fbt freedom A» itdta in 9pp9fing tBe cwri. 

lnfa&^ owrfiree-cits, f/t«ie cdrejully nad^im^ 
Art Men, 9xh% maimaintie mafi abfilute freedom ; 
Some freedoms tbey always ^ume^^nr txamph^ 
On rv*ry Ji/finffion whatever to trampk ; 
VoffreadtM the city refuhlican notions ; 

fi mahe in the h e the moft infolent motions ; 

Bejida^ en occafion^ (tofemje their own caufty) 
A freedom theycLum — to difpenfe with the laws j 
And yet can fritend (with their ufual effrontery ) 

A migf}ty regard for their k g and their cemOey, 

In Jbort^ our free- cits, ading oppojite parts ^ 
AffeSt to lave peace, and have war im their hearts j 
^ injure the churchar the ftate would he loth^ 
Tet cordially *wijb the fubverjion of both. 
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The STYPTIC: # T a n. 

OME bold it for a conftanf thtrm^ 



That men nvere alivayji jufi, tk^fam^ 

Nor tnct nor <virtue do they find ^ 
To this or f other a^e aJfigrCdi 
But Idenjf their poftulatumy 
Nor do I bold it as f^obatum I 
For annals of old Rome ixiillteH l^ir^ 
That Romans wre butjony fellows f 
Some for ambition hi^d cut ifyroqtSi 
And Roman tribunes fold their *votes ;r * 
Tou often find a flauMrin^hero^ 
T^eii « Caligula or Nig. i^Q J 
And few good cbaraSers they^ (Jtfi us^ 
Except a T r a J A»r, or a Tix us 5 
If they point out twQ HQN^s^T mi^Hy 
Of -RAH theyHlfurelyfbew ygu tea j 

Whoever reads tbem^ then mstfi ovfJff 

The *voorld is notv more virtuous grown ; 

Nt^t any fum whatever Fll venture ye^ 

That weWe improved within a cenfry ; 

Andfearch this ifland quite aroundy 

There's fcarce a <vilhun to be founds . 

Whoe'er thinks rights will fay Ifpeak weU, 

Ashemayfindoutinthefequeh 

In Ireland, (in ^een Bess* iretgn^ 

Asfiories tell, or fiories feign^) 

A patriot once, of high renown^ 

With country clans and mxd?s in tvwn \ 

A cunning, fly^ defigning rogue. 

Not Ph L c o s felfin greater vogue ; 

F 4 * Nfr 
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Nar greater her§ do inefind 
In FaBimu Journal, of bis kind; 
Was in the boufe a 'wretched fpeaktr^ 
Not Pr LO G o s' arguments were nueaker j 
And tbo^ a man of meanefi parts ^ 
Was meridin aJi the patriot arts ; 
Jbis man us^d/oudfy to exclaim, 
*• Afy bleeding country is mjf aim ;■ 
** rd die njoi£pleafure for berfake ^ ■ 
tfiake!^ 



Mf bleeding country is atj 



fy this, andfucb likefenfek/sjargon^ 
lie meant to drhue tbe better bargain. 
^eenEESz*s*vicerojf, nvbo was wfe, 
Saw tbrougb our patriot's tbin difguife : . 
Sitfs be, " UnUfs tbe wound we flop, 
*' 7 bis land ^wiil bleed out every drop ; 
** Some fovereign Styptic mufl be found 
^* To beal tbis bleeding country** wound ^ 
** Perbaps a good empkyment would 
'* Stop tbe effujion of this bloody 

Tbe wound is cUid ; you no more bear 
His bleeding country ding your ear j 
No place man now gave morefupport. 
Or pleaded louder for tbe court \ 
No more be of d bis branvling tbroai,. 
But calmfyjat to give bis vote j 
Obeyed commands^ nor card a jot 
Whether his country bled or not. 

But our good patriots now-iS'days, 
Defre nought elfrbut empty prcdfe ; 
Jbefref^iorCd of a different mold. 
Prefer their countrfs good to gold*. 
Nor can a paltry place or bribe 
Tempt them to quit tbe patriot tribe ^ 
Some pour out nonfenfe in a flood, 
All for their deareft country^s good ; 
While otberSy witi bare ay's or nors^ 
Tbe befi court meafures will oppofe • 
Or right or wrongs or good or bad. 
They all are oppyition mad^ 
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Nay^ you may fee a craay quack 
Septennial mad, pro vice hac ; 
Nor nxnll his angry harking flop, 
*7ill, Cerherus'like^ he gets a fop, S 



From the Mercury vei Parliamentdreet. 

On the ele^oo of a Recorder for this ^tj^ 

" ne great DoSor Fhlogos hatpuhir/fd an order^ 
^* nat counfellor Gos l i n JbaU be our recorder ^ 
** A promifing ^nius^ivhofefngular merit 
'• // that ofpoffejfing the DoQor's oionfpiriti 
** And fare ^ did he tvant e^v^ry other perfeBion^ 
•' No Phlogian loould dare to oppofe his ele&ion. 

An Epigram, on reading the above . 

WE! RE threatened hy PhLggos with an aSiion of 
gander. 
For calling his fan/ rite the fbn of a gander ; 
In anfnvet^ to *which loe /hall plead m excufe^ ; 
Btujkenv that the Dodor himfelf is a goofe ; ^ 
So he and his goUin, as hirds of a feather ^ 
hUtf hoth^ lohen thty pleaftykringjhfirjidions together^ . 



No. 25. Saturday^ June 28: 



Ohfequium amicoSf <ueritas odium parit,. Tfi'ii, 

Flatt'ry gains friend;s, plain truth will hatred get 1 ' 
Dull praife will ticfcle, and keen fatirefret. 

^HERE is not a more difficult talk in nature than 

that of giving advice, in the common occufren- 

r 5 . cfes 
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ces of life, efpecially if it be againA: the bent of the 
perfon's inclinations to whom you give it j yet rfioic it 
nothing which all people are fo ready to give. All, 
except lawyers and phy6ci*n8, give it gratisand unaik- 
ed for ; it requires a fuperiority of underflanding to be 
capable of giving it, as well as good addrefs to make 
it palatable. The pill muft be well gilt and covered 
ove!r, <>r it will be naufeous. Advice is like many 
choice medicines which have fallen into difrepute, by 
having; on fome occafioDS, beea tampered with byun- 
Ikilful perfons, and improperly ^applied: however, 
when judicioully adminiftered, it is a fovereign reme? 
dy for the diforders of the mind. To argue for the 
diAife of a thing from the abufe of it, is wrong ; yet fo 
it is at prefent^ and the offer of it is diftafteful to moft 
men. The yovmg will not take it, the old rejed it 
with fcorn, the wife think they need it nor, and fools 
defpife it. . It is a very jufl obfervation, that advice to 
a fool is as honey in the mouth of an afs. 

I have received two letters, defiring my' advice, 
which I fhall communicate to the reader. As matri- 
mony is too nice a point for a Batchelor to give his 
opinion in, I fhall leave the gentlemen entirely to fol- 
low the bent of their own inclinations ; befides, people 
often ^fk advice in matters of this kind, when they are 
already determined how to a€t. If a man happens to 
jump in exadtly with their fcntiments, it is well ; if not,. 
Jie only creates enemies to himfelf ; he feldom gets 
'i&anks, and it is ten to oi>e if one or both parties do 
not hate him for his pains 

I once knew of a fatal inflance of this : a widow of 
about forty took it into her head to marry a very idle 
w ui th l e fsy oting rake of the t&wn^ who had little or no 
fortune. She, for form fake, before the ceremony, 
' went to a fober, difcreet, fenfible man, a friend of hers, 
aDd aiked his advice whether fhe fhould marry that 
young fellow : he, by all means, endeavoured to dif- 
luade her from it, by painting him in his proper colours, 
,as a profligate, debauched, wicked do^. She feem- 
u^ly acquiefced to his opinion, and thanked him moft 
^.Jyartily for feving her frop ruin ; but behold! fht 

married 



itized by Google 



No. Is' r*# BATCHELOR; 107 

married the young fellow that very Bight The next 
morning flie told her new fpoufe every vord which 
her fnend had (aid to his difad vantage : the confe- 
quence was, he (entthe honed advifer a challenge, and 
put him under the dreadful neceffity of running this 
new married man through the body. lihall therefore 
avoid giving offence, and let my reader judge how 
thele gentlemen fhouid ad in their reipe^ive iitua« 
tions. 

To the BATCHELOK. 

Friend Wagstaffb, 

AS thou feemeft to be a fober and difcreet,man, 
not carried away by the idle vanities of the 

* woild, I will feek thy counfel and advice in a mat- 

* ter which qpncerneth me much. Thou muft know 

* then, that I am a nt^aq (Iricken in years, and like to 

* thee in age. Our brother Hezekiah hath a daugh- 

* ter, who feemetL to he as beautiful as Sarah, as wife 

* as Rebecca, as faithful as Leah, and as chafte as 

* Sufanna. The damfel is called Tabitha ; (he is in 

* the twentieth year of her age. Shall I own it to 

* thee } Oh ! — my heart panteth for her, i^y bowels 

* yearn, yea, the fleih getteth the better of m/fpirit of 

* difcretion, and moveth me to take her to wife. When 

* 1 hold forth to the brethren, this beautiful virgin is 

* moved by the fpirit of love, for (he cafleth her eyes 
' upon me, and fmileth in my face. Behold, (he is as' 

* ftrait as the fir-trees of Lebaqon, and fmelleth as 

* fweet as the dew of Hermon. I opened my mind 

* unto her father, and he feemed to be rejoiced there-" 

* at, as I am very wealthy, and do abound in riches, 

* He faid that (he was partly engaged to brother Ami- 

* nidab, whom (he loveth much, but that he would 

* prefer me, and difmifs Aminidao. Now, although 

* Aminidab hakh not half my wealth, yet hath he 

* youth and a ruddy countenance. Thus then, O f 

* friend Wagftaffe, the cafe (l^ndeth. Though my 

* hwt loveth this beautiful damfel more than gold, 

« as 
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« fts (he is chtrming to look upon, yet if friend H^* 

* kiah compelleth ner to cleave unto me, (he may de- 

< fpife, and hold at nought my iafirm, gouty limbs, 

* when (he compareth them with the ftrong, healthy 

* ones of Aminidab. There is only one thing which 
*- comforteth me 5 that money relieveth all wants, yea, 
*. and fupplieth all deficiencies. If thou counfelefl 
^ me difcreetly, yea as a man of fenfe, I will follow 

< thine opinion. If thou advifeft me to take fweet Ta- 

* bitha to wife, I (hall rejoice to fee thee at our H^- 

* bitation, rather than the youthful Aminidab, as there 

* can be litde danger from thee. 

' Thine, 

^ ObaDIAU BtOADBRlM.* 

• Old Wag, 

* ^T^ H O' I know you to be a damn'd queer oki 

* X Pu^ I will for once try whetheryou are a fellow 

* of fenfe or not. You muft know, I have (een fer- 
f vice; I was at the taking of the Mero, the Ha^an- 

* nah, and Belleide. I have gathered as much laurels 

* as wo^ld adorn a church at Chriftmas. Faith I got 

* little elfe by the bargain, belides honour and glory, 

* for the great fi(h fwallowed up almoft all the prize 

* money. After all, I am now a iubaltern on half- 

* pay, which is a poor fubfiftance for a gentleman. 

* Damme, I am as poor as a curate, or an adtor. Caih 
^ fights curfed (hy. My draper, taylor, and wa(her- 

* woman are very, tronblefome to me, and my credit 
I is as bare as my old regimentals, tho' they have been 

* to the right about. Now my bufinefs with you is 

* this ; (hall I recruit myfelf all at once, by marrying 

* an old rich dowager, who has tak^n a devili(h fancy 

* to my fweet per(on ? The old b h propofed to 

*. me the other day to take her for better for wor(e. 

* She is (ixty and upwards, and I am but five and 

* twenty: the devil a tooth in her head, and (he co- 

* vers her bald pate with a toupee. Her chimney 

* fmoaks damnably ; that is, her breath ftinks. I can 

* plamly fee that the gums of this toothlefs bedlam 

* are watering for me. Now, tho' I am reckoned a 

• wild 
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* wild jauog fellow, yet I am r man of more honour 

* than to make a bad hufband to any won>an who fur- 

* renders faerfelf prifoner to my difcretion, or puts 

* herfelf under my protection to guard her from inju- 

* ries. This I fliould look upon as the part of a 

* coward. I fear I could never live happilv with her, 
' as I (hould always look upon niyfelf as a jouroey- 
^ man, hired by her to fatisfy her defires. Honour 
•' calls me off, poverty pricks me on. Which fliall I 

* f^low ? Yours. 

W « Jack Standard.* 



No. 26. Tuefday^ July i. 



'Morsfoia fatetur 



Sjuantulafint beminum corpujcuia. JuY. 

When death our wretched bodies (hall affail, 
IF Yhews alone how weak they are» how frail. 

IF men were to confider the uncertainty of human 
life, iipon what a weak, perifhable, and unliable a 
foundation it (lands, it would deter them from many 
pur(iiit8 which they are fo buiily employed about : did 
they but once reflet that, 'when death puts a conclu- 
fion to their beings here, the thingsof this world are at 
an end with reipedt to them,-— ^ we (hould have many, 
who are now the moft adive, indolent and idle. 

Some how or other we (ee a kind of happy lethar- 
gic infen(ibflity in mankind, which hinders the(e melan- 
choly) tho' true, reflections, from (inking deep into 
their minds. We may perceive it more in authors than 
10 other men. Few of them confider how (hort- lived 
their works are like to prove; for (hort as the date of 
life is, yet ftiU ihorter is that of moft writings^ at lead 

of 
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of our modern ones. . Altho* many have attained to 
immortality from Homer down to Swift, yet how many 
tho\)fands have in that time perifhed in oblivion. 
Some works have fhared the fate of infants and been 
fmothered at their birth $ others have died in cuttii^ 
their teeth ; others have been cut off in the Aower of 
their youth, by the common hangman ; and a very few 
have iiired as long as the fathers, that h, the authon 
of them. Of all the nonfenfical compofitions, thej 
who beft deferved an untimely death, have furvived 
longeft ; 1 mean thofe elaborate pieces of Deifm,which 
have been written againft religion, virtue and com- 
mon fenfe. This is owing, no doubt, to the refined 
tafte of the prefent aee, as our modern fine gentlemen 
are more delighted with the fophiftical abfirrdities and 
lies of a Tindd or a Woolflon, than with the noble 
truths of a Tully or an Addifon. This is not at all 
to be wondered at, when we confider the Ifcenfiouf- 
nefs and corruption of manners which fo univerfallj 
prevail, and at the fime time, take a view of the tenets 
of the Deiftical writers. All religion, with them, is 
prieftciafr ; virtue is merely poHtical ; purity of lifers 
enthudafm j and gratitude to the Supreme Being, ido- 
latry and fupetftition : in (hort, they free thofe fine 
gentlemen from thofe galling fetters of being religious, 
virtuous, moral, honefl or jufl. For the fame reafbn 
obfcene plays and poems have had their duration ; and 
1 blufh to fay it, that even fonie of the fair fex are 
faulty in this particular. All thefe infamous books, 
therefore, not only encourage, but even feem tp giant 
charters for vice and immorality. 

For my part, though I cannot in reafon expedt eter- 
nity to thefe my Speculations, as my coufin Hicker- 
-ftaffe acquired to his lucubrations, I am therefore the 
led anxious about them. I have flill, like every otbv 
fcrlbier, a kind of parental fondnefs for thew, as they 
are according to the great Swifl, ■ ^ 

A hafiard of my oivn begetting, 

I there- 
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I therefore am fomewhat uneafy when I think of the 
fate they are like to meet with. That thefe my U-^ 
hours, by being intermixed with advertifenients and 
other bad company, in the Mercury, ihall ihare the 
fame dediny with the Journal, Gazette, and other 
common news papers, is a dreadful thought. To be 
juft carelefsly read, thrown into a window, taken by 
the cook to (Inge a fowl, or ufed by the kitchen wench 
to light a fire. Perhaps thefe my writings may de- 
fcend into a huckfler's cellar, and there be wrapped 
aboat a (linking cheefe, and be the vehicle of a print 
of butter, or be ufed by chandlers to wrap their ibap 
and candles in : but what 1 dread moft of all is, that 
they may be applied to fuch vile purpofes, as the 
o'ther papers I mentioned commonly are } and ihould 
be^ as the ingenious author above quoted faysy 

Gone, never to be beard of more 5 
Gone wbere tbe cbickens *went before. 

The only confolation I have is, that I have many 
companions in the fame woe : fuch as our modern no- 
vel writers, opera-mongers, and (bnnet forgers ; com- 
mentators^ tranflators from the French, eflay-writers, 
fatyrifts, &c. &c. All the chance we have of furviv- 
ing infancy is, that our works may beuied by the trunk- 
makers, to line their trunks, or with pleaiure (ee them 
live and fiourifh on the oiitlide of a baiber*s box. If 
we fhould even fail of this traniitory comfort, (mail as 
k is, yet the worft that can happen to our writings is, 
that they muft periih, and partake of the (ame fattt 
which thole refined philofophers above-mentioned, the 
Deifts, have allotted for their immortal fouls, to wit. 
Annihilation. T 
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No. 27. Saturday^ July 12. 



Nihil bahet inf^lix paupertas durius infe^ 
^am qttod ridicules komnesfacit Jwv. 

Senfe is the fcorn of every wealthy fool, 
And wit in rags is turn'd to ridicule. 

THERE is fcarce any thing which human nature 
can brook fo ill as contempt. Every man has 
fome confequence with himfelf, and would wifli to 
have it with the world. We fee, therefore, that nei- 
ther wit, fenfe, nor even virtue, if attended by poverty, 
can bear a man up agaipft the derifion of the rich fool, 
or are proof againft the (corn of the rimes. Merit, like 
a precious jewel, is eftimated by the luck of mankind, 
BOfIn proportion to its intrinfick worth, but according 
to the value of the metal it is fet in. I have known a 
filly joke pafs for wit, coming from the foolifli lips^ of 
a rich alderman, which, if uttered by an honeft citi- 
aen in low circumftances, would have been account- 
ed downright nonfenfe. My friend Will Worthy, has 
faid many clever things in company, without fo much 
as caufmg a fmile, whilft my lord Froth has fet the 
table in a roar of laughter by every ftupid foolery he 
threw out. 

It is but natural, that men in high ftations and 
pOY^er, fliould have court paid to them by their de- 
pendants, and by thofe who expeA preferment from 
them : for inftance, 1 am not to be furprifed that a. 
curate (hould flatter a bifliop, that a fubaltern officer 
Aould keep foft paper for a general, that an exciiemaa 
(houl J clean the moes of a commiflioner, or that an at- 
torney Aould do themoft menial offices of a judge. 
I'hefe are things of couife ; but that a man of com- 
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mon fenfe, aiid independent fortune, Ihould pay re- 
fpedt to a fool or a bad man, meerly becaufe fortune 
bas thrown away her favours on him, is the moft un- 
accountable thing on earth. It is alio wonderful, 
what homage is paid to equipage and drefs. A laced 
blockhead in a gilt chariot, is a very idol of adoration 
with all ranks of people, tho' perhap the coach-mak- 
er, the lace-man, the draper and the taylor, are un* 
paid. I obferve I have many low ialutes when I go 
in my carriage and am dr^fled, from many whalet me 
pafs unheeded by, when I walk the ftreets indiihabilie : 
It is true, I have noticed this folly more amongft weak 
4den than amongft men of good (enie : Ladies, in ge* 
nera), are very faulty in this particular : I have known 
a iilly, proud, poiitive woman, in her own hou(e, di- 
rect all her compliment and difcourtfe to a laced coat, 
and place a Jacknapes ingaud^ trappings above me 
at her table, becaufe I veas drefled in plain doaths. 

But more e/pecially does poverty bring contempt 
and ridicule with it to needy authors. Let a rich 
dunce write ever fo ill, his book is read with care and 
attention, and great allowances are made for its faults ; 
whereas if the author is obfcure in life, his woe k is 
neglected, and he is called fbme Grub-ftreet rafeal who 
wrues for bread. By this fooli/h prepoifeffion in fa- 
vour of titles or wealth, real merit is difcouraged, and 
vaft quantities of trafli pafles Current for fteriing upon 
the world. To this we are indebted for many vo- 
lumes of fleepy fermons from ftuptd Corrufodes's, and 
fenlelefs comments on the book of Job i to this we 

owe the divine L n, and I dare venture to fay, 

that the nonienfical, wicked (atife, which pafles under 
the tide of the life of the greatcft genius which this 
or any other kingdom ever produced, had never efcap* 
ed the prefs of the pitiful printer, but that the 
author had the curfed fan6tion of grcatnefs. There 
are manifeft lies and abfurdities almoft in every page 
of it, and it is a ihame that it ever fhould be publifli- 
ed in a kingdom, which that great man faved from 
deflrudlion, and by abookfeller he lifted into notice. 

I fhould 
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I &Ofuld by no means venture to publifh thefe my 
Spftculationt to the world, if I had not an eafy foe- 
Uine, and the title of Efquire. This I hope Mnllgsdn 
them fome refped with my readers, as I affiirc them I 
do not write for bread. Although I do not value my 
writings the more upon this account, yet I know it 
will have weight with fome people. 1 remember an 
inftance fome years ago> of this kind of prejudice is a 
bookleUer in London. A friend of mine brou'eht kim 
fomeexceUent maunicript (ermons of a learned ingem- 
Otts clergyman deceased, in order to fell theoi for the 
life of the widow and five helpless children, who had 
no other fortune to depend upon. The firft queftion 
tbebookfeller aflced my friend, was, what Ration in the 
church the worthy divine had filled, and being inform- 
ed, that he had nev«r rifen higher tlian a curacy, he 
ikook his head, and replied, that there was no call fof 
fuck goods I that (ermons were a drug ; and fo re- 
t«rned< thera without once looking^ into them. My 
frknd, m this cafe, was refolved to ufe ftratagem, and 
bite the bookfeller ; he fent the (ame fermons by ase- 
ther perfon, with diredions to fay that they were writ- 
V tea by a right reverend prelate, lately deceafed, and 
1^ this meana got a very handfeme fum of money £dt 
ihem, from the fame bookfeller, for the fupport c^the 
poor Htde femily. 

The contempt which is fliewn to the inferior cle»y 
H finelj painted by Fielcfing in his character of Parron 
Adams. A poor clergyman, tho' a man of learning 
and morals, is held in derifion by the wealthy laiety, 
but- it is blocking to fee the TrulHbers of their own or. 
der de^ife them. I have often feen fome of thcfc 
who came over jquopruM bf codwa *ventot that fs, in 
the Whitehaven colliers, who carried off the high pre- 
ferments here, and treated their poor curates (who had 
the misfortune to be natives) as if they were only their 
fervants. I am heartily glad that the biihops have put 
on a refolution to raife the faiaries of thefe unfortunate 
men, and could moft fincerely wi(h they had a farther 
power of raifing them higher. Many of thofe benefi- 
ced foreigners, who perhaps had never more than 

twenty 
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twenty or thirty pounds a year in their own country, 
juft come over to take poffeflion of their rich livings, 
defpife the kingdom, return from whence they came, 

*• And leave to tattered crape the drudgery of prayer'^ 

They get thefe poor gofpel drudges,as they call them, 
at the ioweft price they can bargain for, which fmall 
pittance they grudge, have their money remitted to 
them by griping tythe farmers, and fo become addi- 
tional abientees to drain this unhappy kingdom of its 
fpectc* - T 



No. z 8 • S0uriayy July 1 9. 



'Teipfum 



'^ncuie. Hob. 



TU L L T, in his moft admifaUe treatife on oM 
age, gives us the follow^ anecdote : Sophocles 
wrote tragedies, even in the -extremity of old age; fof 
'which pri^ice» and as hefeemed to neglect his' private 
affairs, he waa cited by his fbns to appear in court, 
that the judges might remove him, as a dotard, from 
the mana|^efl»c«t of his eftate : then the old man it 
fiod to have recited to the judges the play of OEdiput 
OApstts, which he had in hts hand, and was the very 
4ift piece he had written He then aflced them if that 
kerned to be the compoiition of a dotard ? Upon the 
recital therefore of his play, he was acquittea by the 
fentence of the judges. 

On readir^ this paiTage, a thought ftruck my ima« 
gtnation, what a noble fub]e6i this would niake to 
employ the pencil of a painter of tafte and judgment, 
particularly the latter part of it: what an amazing 
figure would a Raphael have made of fo venerable an 
ow Man as Sophocles, when he puts the queftion ^^ 
. .the judget ? What confcious confidence ot h*" ®w" 

Mnocence ? 

t 
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innocence ? would he have defcribcd in his coun- 
tenance ? what contempt and pitj for his accui^ 
iers ? The aftomAsiient of the judges, and the con- 
fuiion of the ions, would alfo heighten the piece ; (b 
thataHbgether, it ti^ould make a noble picture in the 
hands of a fkil^I ait id. 

I highij applaud the exquifite tade and found ju<(^ 
ii:ent of thole Greek judges ; and cannot Jielp rele^ 
ipg, what would have been the fete of the poor poet^ 
kad his been like many of our Er^lifb plays. J tm 
afraid he certainly muft have been found gutltj, bc« 
fore a bench of Greek judges^, and forfeited h» 
cftate. 

What a difmal taking would poor Shakefpear have 
been in, had he been in the cafe of Sophocles, and 
been obliged to read one of his pl^ ; I mean, to read 
it in any of the modem editions of'^ his works j where 
he is fo mangled, fo alteted,. and made to utter fuck 
nonfenfe, that even thofb brilliants which are fb thick- 
ly fet throughout all his works, are entirely obicurcd 
of their luflre, by the nonfeniical induHiy of his edi- 
tors and commentators. Thofe wretches would be- 
tray him into dotage, by perverting his meaning almod 
in every paiTage. 

Our laws, indeed, are more mild than thofe of 
Greece. No man with us, on a ftatute of lunacy, is 
ever condemned for writing nonfenfe. For as this age 
abounds fo much with writers of this kind, it would be 
endlefs work. If indidments on the flatute of no^ 
' fenfe were to go on, our courts would be fb taken up 
with them, that they could attend to no other bufinefs. 
Another ill con(equence which would attend it, is, 
that an extenfive branch of trade would be lopped off^ 
that of printing : for if authors were to be judged luna> 
.ticks or ideots by th^ writings, our printing prefles 
mufl flapd idle. 

Methinks I hear tbe readei^ retort my uK^to on me, 
** Look to yourjelf^ Mr. WagftafFe 5 you arc as deep 

in the mire as any; you have turned fcribler in 

old days, and f fear your Speculations ^ould 

acquit you.'* To this I plead the lenity pf our 

laws, 
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iawSy not the ftrength of my compofitions, to bring me 
ofFj befides, I think it incumbent on every man to 
offer aJl the fervice in his power to the community of 
which he is a member : now, as T am pad the a^ive 
duties of life, all the fervice J can render to the pub- 
lick, is my opinion and advice. This I think my 
years and experience, in fbme meafure, enable iiie to 
doy to thofe who have not lived fo long in the world. 
Old men are generally very talkative, and fond of 
^ving their advice, though unafked for, to their 
juniors. 

In Homer we find Neftor (peeching upon every oc- 
caiion. My coufin Bicker ftaff and Nefior Ironfides, 
were no chickens, when the one commenced Tat - 
LBR, and the other GaARDiAN ; and Jeoffry Wag- 
ftaffe becomes a writer in the fixty- fifth year of his 
age. I know it wiU be reckoned vaft prefiimption iii 
me to tbruft in my name with (uch great men ; but I 
bope it will be allowed me that I xefemble them in 
one thii^— that is, in being old. We fcriblers cannot 
be proper judges of our own productions ; but we 
have fbme comfort that there are as many bad judges 
amongfl thofe who fct up for critlcks. Thefe animah 
1 bold in the greatefl contempt ; yet, as the feafon is 
approaching wherein curs are apt to run mad, I think 
Jr would be a good precaution to have fbme of thofe 
i>arking criticks wormed. They run about the co^ 
fee-houfes in hot weather, with their tongues half out 
of their mouths, fnarling at every thing that comes out* 
-and crying thrafh, fhiff, and nonfenfe. Thefe fel- 
lows would have had no mercy upon poor Sophocles 
had they been his judges 5 and as they have neither 
ta&e or judgment, would not hefitate to pronounce 
him a dotard. I do not write for them, but for men 
of common fenfe, the approbation of one of whom, 
in my opinion, will overbalance the diflike of a mul- 
titude of fuch incompetent pretenders to judgment'^ 
W 
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No. 29. Saturday^ July 26. 

Nil CQnfcireftbiy mella palUJeert culpa, Hon. 

Ne'er to change colour by a guilty thought, 
Nor e'er grow pale by confcioufneis of fault. 

IF a man were to travel into a very diftant country, 
fuppofe to the Eaft-Indies or China, what fo great 
comfort could he have to alleviate the pains and 
fatigues which he rauft neceflarily undei^o, as an a- 
greeable, chearful, and ^ithful companion ? one who, 
as a true friend, will not only rejoice with him in the 
profperous part of his voyage, but alio fupport fuid 
comfort him in any difficulties and diftiefles which iie 
may poffibly meet with. If then tiich a friend and 
companion as this, be fo highly valuable in a tempo* 
rary tour, how ineftimable muft (iich a one really 
prove, in the troublefbme voyage and journey throu^ 
fife 5 where we are every infbmt'tofTed about, by va- 
rious ftorms andtempefts, or obliged to.paib ever moft 
rugged and uneven ways in our pilgrimage, before we 
can arrive at the end of our travel.' Such a friend » 
this, every man has it in his power to make, if he will 
in good earned apply himfelf to it. I know the mo- 
dern fine gentlemen, who call themfelves Deifts and 
Free-thinkers, will laugh at me, when I fay he is no 
other, than a Good QoNsctENCE. Thefe refined 
philofophers, who neither in theory or pradtice, fet up 
lor as much morality as the unenlightened heathens 
did, can have no idea of the raptures, which, fucb a 
companion as I have been (peaking of, will communi- 
cate. They who deny the immortality of the foul, 
and aje concent with the poor profpedl of annihilation 
after the end of their journey, are incapable of tailing 

that 
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that jo/ and (ktisfadion of mind, which made even So- 
crates face death with undaunted bravery, and which 
a Plato am! a Tully felt. If our beings are to end with 
ibe fliort date of this life, what difference does it make 
whether a man be virtuous or vicious ? Why^ftould 
not every man follow juft meerly the bent of his own 
incfinations ? For inffance, as the chief happinefs of 
this world is thought to coniift in riches and honours, 
what (Hall reffrain me from compafling tbefe by any 
means, however unjuft, if I can efcape the cognizance 
of human laws, and am no otherwile accountable £ot 
my adtions ? In the like manner, the innocent virgin is 
deluded or robbed of her virtues, the honeft man of 
his life or property, by the falfe oath of a perjured vil- 
lain. As for virtue being its own reward, thkt is but a 
poor tie upon mankind. Thofe great heathens I men- 
tioned, even from the light of nature, inferred a future 
ftate of rewards and punilhments ; and accordingly, 
we fipd their lives and principles were anfwerable to 
(uch a belief. But our modern heathens^ not only 
believe lefs than thois great men did, but are alfo vi^ 
cious, immoral, and profligate in their manners. Tho' 
\ am convinced, in their own breads they believe and 
tremble, they are either too proud or too wicked to ao* 
knowledge the truth of a doM£trine, fo very oppoiite to 
their tenor of praftice. If thefe wretches would keef 
thcCe poiibns to themfelves^ it were not altogether io 
very^bad j but we find them as d6tive in making profc- 
lytes to. deffrudion, as the befl: men can be in b'ingiug 
over others tp virtue: » 

It would exceed the limits of my paper, to fhew all 
the evil tendency of the abfurd tenets of our modern 
Dei(^ ; but thus far I will inltft, that they not only 
would endeavour to fpoil ois of that moft ineftimable 
friend and companion I ^ke oC I mean a good Gon-^ 
fciencje.' but would leave us heiplefs and unarmed a- 
gainft the dings of a guilty one. They would take 
from us our rational (yuem of belief, which cheers and 
fupports us through the tempeftudus billows, the dan- 
gers and difficulties of the world, and crowns all ou^ 
toils with unfpeakable happinefs. 

This 
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.This tliar do without fubftitnting any in the phtcc 
of it, unleis it be that they will degrade us to a [eret 
with the beafts that perifh. Creatures cff this kind are, 
in general, cowards, and it is hardly poflible they can 
be otherwiie : for, with what featsaod apprehen&ona 
nittft a man approach the danger of diFolution, who 
thinks his being is terminated by the grave. He will 
ihrmk, even when his country calls upon him for dc 
fence, he will look upon an enemy as one who may 
put an everlafting end to his very beii^. To this cur- 
fed caufe England may attribute the lois of one of tl^e 
greateft vidories recorded in hittory, I mean that of 
Mid DEN. Thefe fellows, with all their pretended 
bravery, even againft omnipotence irfelf, are the mofl 
%h)c€t wretches imaginable on the approach of death. 
Witnefs the behaviour.of the wicked Lord Rochefter*, 
who died in the utmofl agonies of defpair, haunted by 
an evil confdence, for his incredulity and the wicked- 
nefs of his pad life. This is undoubtedly the caie of 
than all, where they have nor been cut off fuddeniy, 
and have had any time allowed them to refledl on their 
miferablc ftate. I wonder the converfion of two oi 
the greateft men our age has produced, has not been a 
warning to tho(e gentry. 

Since I have fpoken of thefe great geniu(es, I will 
relate the happy caufe of their converfion, which was 
this : They were unhappily members of a profane 
dub of profeifed Deifts in London, and being the 
ableft men amongft them, were employed by them to 
write in ridicule of religion. One undertook to ufe 
his pen againft the refurreftion, the other againft the 
converfion of St. Paul. For this purpofe they fearch- 
ed the Scriptures, and fifted every book which had 
been written for and againft, in order to find out argu- 
ments to their purpofe. The event, proved moft ror- 

tunate, 

• The writer of thin fpecalation being at prcfent tt fome dif- 
ttnce from the prefsytod not chufing to ttke the liberty of alter« 
ing any part of hie ptper, we think proper to obferve here, that 
ke hath miflaken the fa£^, for Lord Rochefter died a remarkable 
penitent, 88 appears from a narrative of that event, pub- 
Ikilcdby bifhop Burntt. 
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tunate, foe they not only became profelytes to the very 
opinions they (at down to confute^ but alio pnbltfhed 
two of the beft tteatiies in defence of them which were 
ever written on thofe fubje^ar^ 

Upon the wh^^'then, from my l&oig experience in 
the world, I never knew one of thefe pretended moral 
unbelievers, who was not a rogue and a (coundrel at 
the bottom, or who wonid tdck at any Bneans, however 
'villainous oc bafe, to fatisfy his hiil» his ambition or his 
avarice. RemBfa firmdinB pwn^t^ tafce away the ap- 
prehentions of the gallovrs, diey ate all Col. Charters^s i 
thej will rob, cheaf, perjure, lie, ravifli, and even 
murder, to &tiate their beaftly appetites, and that un« 
der a fpecious pretence to moral honefty . W 



From the Msrcuky in ParliameBt^ftreet. 
A R I D D L E. 

T//0* tneatJy lorn afonoftarth^ 
ht^e^ry elime I hiafi friy hitth, ^ 
in enPry realm acceptance find ^ 
Admit^d and iMa'd by human, kind. 
Familiar tmth the ricB andgreat^ 
With kings and minifters bf ftate j 
Hhe court I feeK, the adle» Jbun^ 
^hro' en/ry fcepc •f fUajure run ; . 
And yet in dull inadinn reft 
fVboU years i/jith thofe nvbo love me heft. 

Tbo' foreign both vy birth and name^ 
X^t England is the home I claim ; 
For there I fifft 'was freed from fetters^ 
M^as formed and furttiftf'd there with letters | 
And there receivd (tofpeak the truth) 
"^hebeftimfrefftonsinmy youth. 

Of health I never kne^ decay^ 
Tet go to doSfers ev'ry day ; 
AnJ^tho' they never hurt or fret me ; 
Tet vile empirics often fvoeat tae ; 
By luhich, tho^ found in conftitution^ 
rmjometimes brought to dijfolution. 
Vol. 1 G kiy 
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My head tvhb iraim tho* unen^onv^J, 
T'he hefi in Briiitm is^aUovjd^ 
7 ^P^({ «^^ tht nvcrldt t9, do me rig/jt^ 
^ho" foft and heaij^ thjHk 7**^ hri^t. 
-!! j:. ifVitk/me Vmfree^ tqifym ^ran^d^ 

'.^Api^piMA^e fi^, the often cbangdi . i 

And, tho" I feel nor joy, nor dread, 
Ijoqk fometimes pale and fameti0nes red, 
^, Tokrmjtimeno^^tnorksfoflaiify 
^ou furely nfed nol,feanAi ip iCtaift i: A 
/; .^Or.fiotiiUyou^Jilll^l^atjilifit:. -' 
J / alivays ^ear a Jpkndid eref^ :% /< \ '<: 
Apdfook diflindly^in fnyface, / ' ; 

, Tou II plainly fee me mM'k'd ^'witb grace ^ 
Tbo^ men by me, at certain times^ 
Are tempted td The WqotJI ofrrtmes. 
.^ With fgds and fdge^h^th idtJoelli 

But ivife-f^en jonly^fe meiuefl, X 

'.< ■ •• ? ■.-,.' •'• . '', * "'- > 
*^* For thje foliftipn,^ fee No. j?. * 

A D V E R T i S E M £ N T. 



MONSIEUR L6 Prifctir, up t.hr<^ pair 6f ftairs 
at the Nag^s 1>e^d m Sfhitii-ifidd/hasjuft im- 
ported a large quantity of'^the Eau de Vermift from 
Paris: it efredhially deftroys thofe rrotibfefbine ' mor- 
dacious animals, which' phgender iri the hea<Js of rhofe 
whofe hair is Prenched. It is a fafer and -eafier 
method than (tabbing them witTi long Noiithnmbcr- 
land pins. It is very ufeful for J^es of fntiall fortune, 
who cannot afford frequent drefling. 'The; bot- 
tle is but a crown, and ten drops are fgfficieiit at a 
lime. * - ' 
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He wretched burns. 

IT was an obfervation of no lefs af man than the 
great Milton, that his genius was ftronger fiont^he 
autumnal to the vernal equinox, than from the vernal 
to the autumnal. At firft fight one would imagine this 
to be forte what odd, that the ^s poetica fliouid differ 
from all other vegetables in nature, and fhould floii- 
riih moft, at a feafbn when others decay : jet L think 
it may be accounted for. All our fenfations arife from 
impreHIons made on our organs by external objeds ; 
now, certainly the more braceii thofe organs are, the 
quicker and ftronger will thofe imprelKons be ; iand 
<vice ^oerjuy the more relaxed they are, the weaker and 
duller will the impreffions> be.' We muft,^ therefore, 
acknowledge, that the winter months, lTke«<>lJl.l)aths, 
brace up the nerves and fibres j wjiil^^ pn .the con- 
trary, the heat* of fummer relax them, j 

I have often thought the human body like a mufical 
mftrument, which,when |he cords, thereof a|re Jlretched 
to the proper tone, will fend forth pleafmg. harmony, 
and agreeable notes r fo' the body, when the nerves 
are tuned to' their proper phch, wilf have agreeable 
fenfations, and the foul, like a fkilftil drtift, will pro- 
duce hanMriiou^ cbntfords. Hdw then*can we expert 
this effect w th^ fultry Dog-days, when the inllru- 
ment of the bcWy is unftrung by exceflive heats ?' \Ve 
find " Horacfe panting for breath at Baise, and we may 
remark that his fommer odes have neither the fameliYel 
or fpirit, which we obfervle In his ^^inter ones. What 
ftrengfh and vigour is there in his poetry, when he (it^ 
at a good fire with his companions, over a bottle of 
old Falernian.' He was, no doubr, all alive when he 
fays, G a '^t(hc 
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Nunc eft hih«ndum: nunc fede libera 
Pulfanda tiltui 

Now, now, 'lis tiipc to di^nce and pla/. 
And drink and frolic alt the day. 

And we find the fame flow oi (pirits in all his winter 
'Compoiitions. 

with what force of genius.dowe iee V tigil deicribe 
his Scythian Winter, which he certainly wrote in that 
ieafofti and with what languor does he cry out in 
iummer, 

I iQ qui me gfUdis in<faUiius Hsemi 
.Siftut & ingenii ra/mrum pntUgat uwtbwal 

Who^ in cool Hxmus vales, nay limbs will lay. 
And in the darkell thicket hide from day. 

How languid ts his MarnuMrtum JEquon or Marble 
-Surfaced Sea, in coroparifon with his defaiption of his 
ftorm, 

^^^^^E,uryffue. n$tufjm ruunt^ ertierque prtKtllk 
Jfrku s ■■ ■ «^ 

South, eafl,and we^, with mizM confu/ion roar. 
And rowl the foaming billows to the^oar. 

udiith undoubtedly he wrote in ftormy weather. 

Even the great Shakefpeare, whofe vaft genioa one 
would ]mag^ne»was proof agaiaft the viciffitudes of fear 
fons, has great inequalities in his writings,, which I 
mufl attribute to the cB Cerent times of the year in which 
he wrote* 1 he exalted feotiments of Hamlet, the 
finely painted jealoufy of Othello, the tiquifitely 
jrawn madnefs of Lear, wxxh have been wrought up 
by a man whofe nerves wete flrong by the elafticcoid 
of winter : whereas, read hiis Midfumroer's N^ht'$ 
Dream, and others of his fummer writings, and you 
will cafily perceive how much his^nius was enervate 
cd by the fultry heats of Augull:. Falilaffhad melted 

in 
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in his own greafe in the violent fcorching of a fummcr 5 
nor could Macbeth have wf// murdered (fcep in one of 
thefe Jbwrt nights : his Tempefl too^muft have been 
liuflied, and his witches vanifhedi 

Many of my readers will thin]l£ this opinion whim* 
fical, and fome will fa)^ it is abfurd : yet if they will' 
coniider, and examine a little the difference between 
the fummer and winter productions in this town, they 
will difcojwr that there is fome reafon in what 1 ad- 
ranee. Look into our magazines, our news papers, or 
in fhort into any thing publiihed in this hot feafon i 
how much knguidnefs^ and fweaty labour do they 
ftew ? The fubhme obfervationsondai^erous ground- 
fellers, fleepmg watchmen, tender hearted hang-meot 
or broken pavements, with which our papers abound 
in the winter months,, now change into trite diredions^ 
for conftruCting hay-ricks, or receipts for deftroying 
Vermih. ^ The poor Puritan Journalifts are undone by 
this luminous feafon^ and ieem, like owls, to fee worft 
ki funfhine. I hear from very good authority, they 
jjre already almoft fiiffbcated by the heat oif* the wea>^ 
Ihcr, and come tut ^uety littU abroad : from many o- 
ther fytiiptoms, of a iioMy nature, it is believed they 
^uwotlive till winter. Such of them as tire able tOr 
move, are about making their efcape to other climatesi. 
this being, as the^r'isi^ar phrafe is, /tfo^or/^n^jrin;— — *- 
Alas! poor Ybrick !^ 

The readers^ of my friend Hbey*s paper muft make 
Ikllowance for ^e Batchelor at this burning feaibn, and 
eoniider, that U his nerves are now unftr\ing, and out 
of tune, it is a common calamity. Perhaps next win- 
- ter may reftore them to» their due elafticity. All my 
hopes are, that my readers may not be lefs affected by 
perfpiration, and therefore as little capable of judging, 
as lam of writing. 

I have not of late heard any thing from my fair cpr- 
refpondent, Letty Love-youth, which I impute 
to the above*mend6ned caufe, ^^, that ihe ia not cool 
enough to write, and is afraid that warmtl^jnight pro- 
duce fomething unworthy her pea. 

Oy lob- 



itized by Google 



126 7i< BATCHELOR. No. 3a 

I obferve, to make up for the deficiency of merit in 
the matter of this paper, my friend Hoey has made 
nfe of artifice, to atradl the admiration of his readers : 
1 mean the placing black lines round his margin. 
This was, no doubts an imitation of the Dublin Jour- 
nal, and a poor ambition of aping Faulkner the Great, 
In this manner, becaufe Virgil was a floven, all 
the half wits of Rome became negligent in their dreft': 
thus every (hallow curate with large eye- brows, is a 
Swift. When the feafon for good writing returns, I 
would advife him to reftore them to the proprietor of 
them, as he will not then (land in need of this artifice to 
jimufe the people ; but at prefent I would have him 
keep them to let off tUns and other bad compofitions, , 
M^hich this barren feafon obliges him to fill his paper 
With } tho' fome may, perhaps, compare them to a 
fence about weeds, or a wall built to preferve nettles : 
but let them confider, that as painters at their piSure 
audtioiis, tut their wor ft pieces into thej^audieft^ameSj 
fo thefe Imcs are a device to put ott the produd of 
this adverfe time to writing. 

1 fhall conclude, therefore, with obferving, that if 
the fublime Milton, the ingenious Horace, the judici- 
ous Virgil, the great child of nature and jfancy , Shake- 
fpeare, the ingenious publifher of the Duhlinyournal,2iTA 
the renownedCommittee of the Puritanic Journal, werf 
deficient in point of genius in jhe heats of fummerj 
what muft WagilafFe do, who has more years, and 
confequently more infirmities to complain ofi thaq 
any of thof« great geniufes I have cited ? 1 
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^Velut fyhis uhi pajjifn^ 



F'alantes error ,c€rto ^detramite pdlit 

We Jiniflror/Mfn, ^ic dextr^fum ahit unus utriqut. ■ 

Error f Jed *viu:ius illudii .pqrtjihus. > ' 

As in thick woods, where wretched wancTrera : 

ftray, , , 

Error mifleads them from tl^p certain way ; . ^ 

Whether to right hand or to kft they ^o, 
.]^ror .deludes thera, ^i^d is.ftiU their foe. Ason.- . . 

A&Yhe qefffe of happinef§ 'is tne goyerjijng prin- 
ciple ol^ otn nature, it is not to be \v6ndercd 
JU, that mankind ihould endeavour after the purfuir 0^^* 
It, by all ways and means imaginable.* But alas J 
fttch is. th^^w^Ak^efs pf aur limited under/landings, 
/jich is th? tliAdefs of -Our corrupt- iipagmations, that 
we defeat th9ie; very ejidp by.Vhich \ve might arrive 
SLt it.^ The very objeft's we were mbft certain of 
finding, it. certter^d Jn,, are perhaps, the nioft dlftant 
from It J .and^thiafe'men who are the mod earned in 
the (earch pf. it, ,we often find tp be difappointed in. 
the attainment of it. .. , ^ 
. I was , r^nnioating on. this!, fubjeft. the other. night, 
ieforel .wenttP bid,, and the idea made^To iliong ah 
imprefliofton iny i^ind, thai lp*my fleep it prefented 




by s 

tended plain I faw a nrioft' prodigious multitude af- 
fembled : on a fudden they all began to move : I eii- 
qpited whither they^ were g9ing? IV^s, ipforip^^ 
d\at they jll; bent tbea^ ftepi with a. ^efigo^'to amv^ at 
,' "' • ' 'G 4' ' " ^ "the 
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the Temple of Happinefs> whicli was fituated at the 
exrreaiit)i of the wood. 

There were three viftos cut through the wood, and 
the multitude divided itfelf into tliree diftind parties, 
each tailing a cU(Fer6nt rout. The naioes of thefe 
^ree roads I found were Riches, Learning, and Con- 
teiUBieiit 1 immediately joined myself to a large 
company, and with them entered the road of Riches, 
deiiKOUs of attaining the Temple. Out journey, for 
a while, was pleafant and we travelled on m liigh 
fpirits, as certain of fwccefs. But behold ! we had 
not proceeded far* when we could difcern drearjr 
profpedts, frightful precipices, and horrid gulphs. 
There were horrid fiends of irioft tremendous forms» 
who ieized my unfortunate companions, and daihed 
them down the dreadfulprecipices, or devoured tbea 
in the horrid gulphs. Thefe loathiome fpeSres were 
Ambition, Revenge, Envy, Covetoufoefs and 8et^ 
love. 1 ftarted back .affrighted, and was in the ut- 
iiioft apprehenlion of perifhmg, when a damfel, of a 
moft iereiie afpe6t, came to my relief, and lei me 
back to the plain, firom whence I fet out : her naaie 
was Competency: I exprefled my utmoft gratitude 
to her for my preferyation, when fte thus accofted 
me : ^' Stranger, fays fjie, you have efcaped the 
greateft dangers i for (bch of mofe unhappy wretches 
as have futvived the gulphs and precipices, will a^ 
five at a Temple which has aU the e^ttema! omtments 
of gold and precious ilones, and which their blinded 
imaginations will paint to them jaa the true Temple 
of mppinefs : nor will they at firft. perceive their 
error I but alas ! in the end Aitr wffl ^md it to be 
the feat of . MSfery ; here they Will make theirabode 
with biting ceres and iaptious dffquietudes.** 

Here, my guide fbrfook me, and f joined tnyfclf to 
linothet company, and proceeded vrith them in 
the way of Loarning through another opening in 
the wood. 

This load I found was verj difficult and narrow at 
the firft entrance. In many places pbfcurity, doubts, 
and peTple*xlty inrtpeded our ftepsi, and I found the 

farther 
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fertfecr We prbcetdcd, the mbte theft increafed: 
many ^ taj fbllow-trateHei-i pedflied in thfe attempt : 
fotnt were too weak, btheh too uiid wieldly for (b 
difficult ^ jotirhey. Here you mij^t fee fome faiit- 
ting thrbti^ Wai)t of h^tttfil abilities, and many 
Were fb eiitan^ed amohgft tht bi^iers Und th^rhsof con- 
ttoVt^i^ thkt ihey fell in beabs, AeVer more able to 
rife. I3^e^, mcs Phitorophets and School-men, 
Urbwed the Way With their feeble tarcafes, and vaft 
iitimbets ftumbled ovet them : it refemble«J a flanghter 
in the Iliad, dt the tkrtna^e o^ Daemons in. Pafadi!^ 

Here 1 could pfertelvfe plikrtthottiS hoVferlng ovtt' 
me; almoft as frighliftil aS thofe 1 faw iii the road bf 
RJches. Thefe were Doubt, Perplexity, and Con- 
tradi^on. I was now almoil overcome by difpafr of 
ever attaining the long wiihed for Ten^e, when the 
moA beauti^ being inlaginable ptefented heffelf 
to^ my view: (he exadly anfwered the difcription 
Virgil gives c^ Veini^, W ^ir^ inctffk pAtkit dHi\ or 
according to Milton, '* giace was in all her fteps :"• 
her name was Prutcl^t^f flie few rty diftMi, 
and taking me t>y th^' h^itd, l^d t^e ifitb a ilarre^Wt ^ 
uofre<picnted path, .into the-j^li^afilijrosrd <iff Cdntertt- 
ment. , 

Tliis* was the revetfe 6f the other roads I Tiad tfa- 
▼cUed, as it grew the xhOte de%htftil the f^f ther I pYo- - 
eeeded. Here, fnftifad hi mghtftil pffecipkreS, oi;- 
thorny ways, the grOtind Was enameled with flbwer^ 
of Various hues : thfe; air Was /Weet, atid the Iky h^d * 
rnioft'ferene afpedt. Mere 1 felt ho wteariiiHs, Ad 
anxiety or fear, but proceeded oh my jouf hey in x\it 
faigbeft fpirits; then, my heavenly guide purged tAf 
viuial nerves from thoft mifts which they hadt>dfbifi 
contradled, and I could plainly fee the Completion of 
my wifhes, I mfean the Temple of Happihefs. I 
haftened my fteps, and at length affatned to it. \i 
was a plain edihtb oh fhe outfide,' void! of all arti- 
ficial ornaments, but the exc^uiiite workmanfeip 
attracted mj admiration, tho* With the utmoft plain- 

G 5 IcntetW 

Digitized by Google 



439 7*^^ BATCHELpR,; No. 31. 

I entered the Temble, conducted by ipy guide, 
and faw thegoddefs ftanding, fupported by Religion 
on her right hand, aud Virtue on her left. She had 
a mod lovely countenance, and fmiled on her votaries 
vith pleafure. • My rtptures cannot be exprefled on 
finding myiclf^n this delicious plac«. How great 
was my furprife to fee few people here but tho& in 
the middle, or lowed rank of life. I expected to 
have found the Temple filled with crowns and icep- 
tresy ftars and garters, coronets and mitres ; but "not 
one of thefe was to be feen : on the contrary, many 
arrived here from the meaneft cottages. I was juft 
about to proftrate rayfelf to the Deity of the Terat-^ 
pie, when in the ii^tion 1 awaked. , T 



Fcom the* Mercury in Pariiamcnt-fireet*. 
The PuaiTAN GoMMiTTEK : A.Poem. 

YjB hint, afifi mi to defirihe. ' . 

That low f malicioui^ motlej trike i, ' . 
That pt^itamc^ viU Committ^e^. 
The peft andfcandal of our city^ 
WhofianderVirJue^ libel Station, , 
And trumpet Fadion thro' the nation/ , , 

Jnd firfi A Jcrihlet mean and Jbabfyi 
The fofu'rite 'wit of Marj^sAhheyy 
MuNi>UNGUs comes 'with fplemn air,, 
As piejidenty to take the chair : 
To himfucceeds a dull enditer. 
Poor Cant, 'who thinks himjelf a 'writer y 
^ he Jlupid Freeman's fir ihe diurnal, 
jAna grand renjifir of his.yournal. 
Prom Stafford-fireet behold him march, 
i^eep mufing. to'w'rds St. 0*wen^s Arch, 
With Petulant, anothet true hoy. 
For Jiate attended hy a blue-hoy, , 
Next comes a felf conceited a/s, 
Vifiiriguifh'^dhy his front of br^fi. 
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OA/Drab, the Anti-pblogiari draper^ 

Whoyne*er imprtfid a tbwght 9nlfi^f ^ % . / . ; J 

Nay^ put his ivits and nwrth together^ 

They both *would fear.ce mt-iueigb ^fentber / < ., ^v? 

Nor tnuft the mufe bmft another y 

-Lang*. be^vy hl)iJS,^.kki9<fyiJroth^r^r^ .^. , - 

IVboJe nuant of fenfe^ and lack of grace. 
Appear confpicueui. iff bis fofe, . \- '■ .\ 

But tvho can count the crouds that follo*w • 
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No. 32/ ' Saturday; Auffiji 30. , 

MultMfenem circumwndunt inc9mm4^, Hon. 
IMtny inconvenieii^^s attend old age. 

TRAVELLERS tell tis thjit in America and at 
the Cape of Good Hope, the favages have a 
jnoft barbarous cuftom of putting old men to deadly 
when they are paft their kbour. 1 (hould be. very 
forry that inch a cuflom obtained amond^ us, or 
that a law were made to thaTt purpole. Many old 
men are very ufefu J members of fodety ; althou^ 
they may be pift the more afUve duties of life, yet 
(if they have employed their younger days in acqui- 
ring a competent ftock of knowledge and learning) 
they can ftiU be very ferviceable to the pubKck» by 
their opinion and advice, ^'t'he hurry of their paf)i- 
ons is liftbfided, their refledtion is calm, and their long 
experience and obfervation, render them capable pf 
correding the irregular (allies of youth by whole* 
fbme counfel.. 

A fenfible, healtfiy old man^ is, I think» the 99- 
Weft objedk in the creation. He & the mod enter- 
^ining, as well as improviag companion that can be 
i^et with. But let us ftippofe on the other hand, that 
a law were enacted, by wl^cfi, alamoJe de fa^uage^ 
that all the ufelefs old men in this kingdom ihould be 
put to death: Lord! what daily executions ihould 
we fee of old gentlen^en, who now fet up for Bucks, 
fiequent brothels, keep miflrefies, play at drums, 
and drefs in the top of the mode. If I were the in- 
terpreter of this law, I would account thofe old men 
^felefi, who have fpent their youth in foUy, vice and 
ignorance i and have laid up no fund of virtue or 

know- 
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knowledge, ekher tif books or meiH to render oki 
9^ refpe^bible. What numbtrt of thit kind d» w6 
everj da^ fee in this towii^ who^ infteid of being 
tlefui inembeifr of foctetyi are meer Ufttdcs 6t ty* 
pher& Some of them render thte^Mvtshigkly ridi<- 
cnloiis, by a fbdiA affedarion^ of tiHtntry, by lui 
abfurd einietvoiir to iitittare their Juniors in itke^ 
&ihioiis» tntemptmMe and vumty^ So filly are feme 
of my coacemporaries, as t6 think of enjoyiiigt widi 
lapturest the charms of fixieen : but alas 1 I «tan tell 
them thofe days are over, and that k is dli^y a fkli^ 
appetite : k is Hfefc dte CabMncte) or hdtfevesy wbicfc 
■Htkta ite unhappy iaftors vAio are i^aed wkh k, 
imagine that they fee beautiful uieadows and delig)it^ 
iiil ^oves in the fto, and wiU d^ow theftiftlves oirer- 
board if v not prevented^ nay, fo fat do theft meer 
ftadows of gallantry carry their madneft, as to keep 
op the vices of fonfaalicy which they praaifed in 
their youth t at leaA they endeateiH to dd fd tn ap- 
pearance. An oldrake is a fliotktn^, deteftable abi- 
tnal, and in m^ opinton, net a whk (uperior to 4 
babbon, or niner fetms t^ be of the nature of a 
goaty w1iofc<Mres grow the mdre lUordniate the old-i 
er he ^rows. 

£ycs fo hear difeourfe ii6m tht Itps of ail old 
aoan, which fatotrs of nktf profanenef^ or letiry^ 
isftockingi whereas on thli contrary^ the cheaifuU 
nefs of grey hairs, which fiows from virtue and good 
fenfei is d^lfftiil and inftruaive: in ihort. w« fee 
daily inftaaces of many who ju^ eidft on the dregs 
of a broken conftkarion t and on ftating the account 
of a life of Deifm, ykt and wtekednefs, have no 
other vouchers to produce, Ikut fuch as the poet 

jtjouib offottji and oU Uge of cards, 

Sudras thefef I fancy wotild ftaud in very Ikde 
chance of even a reprieve^ much lefs of a pardou^ 
upon a fair trta)^ unlefs ^^m4 old ladies of quality 
might make intereft for them, left they fhould loft fo 
many good hands at Loo. But I would have no 

mercy 
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mercy at all (hewja, to >thofc wanton old wretches, 
who, perhaps, on the eve of fevcnty, will needs fa- 
crifice youth and boalnty to their impotent defires, an 
unnatural union .of Decco^ber and May. I wouW 
myfelf gladly be the executioner of fuch oflfenders,; 
who tantalize poor, eighteen^ and jjrevent her. from* 
anfwering the end of her creation, by an unadequate 
match. Old Lafius is one of thofc : he.marrkd the. 
charming Theophila in all her bloom of beauty ; he 
W48 feventy-twPi fce fcarcc twenty c he ^ttled but a 
{iuall jointure on^ her J and though ihe has made one 
of the beft wives in the wotkt his ni^ard heart will 
nptfuffer.himto^ddtpit.. She has been his nutfe-, 
tender in; a Jong, tedious fickoefe, and bore his morr 
rofe bumoyrs with unexampled fweetnefe, yet he haa 
not the generofity to repay her goodnefs by an addi^: 
tionrto her dower out of his immenfe fortune^ 

This fort of old fellows .piits. me in mind -of the 
Harpies ia Virgil's -^neid, whb defiled the food they 
could not enjoy: fo th^e feebk engfofTers hoard, as 
they do their gold, that jjlpom oC fprightlmefi and 
beauty which th^y want abilities toyielifli^ and thtni 
perhapi, live lopg enough tp, plague the unfortunate 
young creature till her charms are vamfbed. Some'> 
times, indeed, the maiden widows of thefe old 
dotards have ha<il the luck to have foon got ri4 of 
tiieipi and the?>«have gc^ matches, fuitabje .to . theif<. 

^ Parents who oblige their daughters thtfs to -wed ' 
gl» und impatence, are, in inyi opinion, mc*e cmel 
m.thek iacrifice than Jeptha or Agamemnon: the)^ 
only cut their daughters throats- thro' a miftaken ncH 
tio)^ of religion ; but thefe are guilty^ of inflifting that 
moft barbarous pumfhment of Mezentius on theit-kw . 
nocent chUdren for gojd, that of tying, the ^ving to , 
the dead. And I could^ heahil)r wiffi Ithat -thefe old 
blockheads, .who thus encpuaier in ^n unequal cdn- 
flia, may always meejt with the juft reward of theip i 
defcrts, <viz. a pai^ of kmns, ^and a b<ohf n heaifc . ^ 
W 
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From the Mercury in Parliamcnt-flreeu . 
Mercvry and Mom us: An Epigram, 

OLD Mom us, the god of the Puritan- prefsy 
Percei<ving bis intWeft <was ftill growing lefsy 
y#Ffi/ Hermes and Hoey 'were the caufe of its fait^ 

Reforts to his infamous remedy, railing; 
Exclaiming aloud, in the rage tf his grief 
That Hoey tvas a papifi^ and Hermes a thief. 

Ho BY thinks it beneath him to make an apolojgy- 
For differing from Mom us in point of^theology ; 
But Hevlmms mu^ onjun, he has aded his part. 
By giving the dotafd a proof of hiy art 5 
/idmiti he has robbed him of all his abettors. 
Of all his pretenfions to genius and Utters, 
iVtfy totally flripfd him of credit and fame, 
fJor left him one tatter to cover -bit Jhame, %) 

T9 Mr, James Hoet> Pmliamifn'freu^: 

SIR, ' 

NOTWITHSTANDING the immeafufabfe 
diftance wjbich happens ta be between us, I 
aita, occafionally, fuTnilhea (by means of an invifible 
z%^so£j' with the moft material matters which happen 
in the world of jour etiftence.-^Twice a week, by 
a particular commiflion given him, \ receive your 
publication, under the title of The Dublin Mercury, ^ 
which hath given me, in my gloomy meditations, a 
good deal of fatisfadtion \ having feen therein the 
Speculations of your friend Jeoffry Wagstaffe, 
whofe ftyle is vaftly pfeafing to me, being, in many 
fcipe€U^ iidiilar to the Lucubfations of my cotempo* 
Irary, Isaac Bickerstaffe ; of whofe merit, I am 
fiire, many ftill remaining in ywr literary world,, 
have a juft opinion.— r— My agent-, once, brought me 

a news- 
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a news-paper, called Tiff Freeman's Twnw^replcte 
with Mnfenfi*^ir^idioUi anicdkii$-^lhi^ cirudi. far- 
M/kf— calculated to inflame the different breads of 
your dear brethren and fkHc^ f/lwm— wherefore,, 
upon perufal, 1 indicated mj difpleafure, bj forbid- 
ding mm to^ fumifh ltie» for the futufe, With fiidi 
fanatic ftuff— la Obedience to my tomtntads, hi ku 
not troubled mt with thie articU iince.— -^^t how- 
ever, I cannot help reflecting upon the viU^ jet fih^ 
invedives, by which the ooce-fair * bt^ft of the 
paper juft menrioned, has b^n faUiid, (daubed I 
ftould hive faidy add were the iniigmficant author^ 
of fu^k witleft ted iniidAolHs pr^diK^idhs to a^^r 
before my THbknaf^ I Aould to idl inienta find pur- 
pofes, pronounce them barren of tlnderftanding-^ ^ 
incorrigible dunces, And iheir labonri fit M ipaught 
but to be, by th^ mOft dtfpicable <)f your A^e^boyfi, 
preiented as a 'm/orlfy. ftciifice to Cldacma's Ihri^ 

From feeing Ho anfdRer t0.^tW i^enioys Riddle^ v6r 
ferted in vour ps^r of the i^th myour month July, 
I herewitn fend you a fong, which, with many others, 
I compofed when my intelleSAal faculties wtrt^truly^ 
v^orout. I am almoft (iire that you will find in it a 
y^iMf'Correfpondent to the author's, meaning— »if fo» 
and that this my firfl eifay frenv my prefent habitati- 
on fh^li otove alij^ wa> toferable to your much» hf 
mir adfi&ired<Sofrefp<indent Wagstaf*e, I Aall, by 
rtiy fwift Aieftengef, otcaftonally cdntribute m /•*" 
miie towards llhe tehgevity (if witli propriety I may 

c^l h fo) df your fpmfed an4 mgetwoua paper. 

I ten^s^in, though far diftafit from yd . 

The Batchefor*s and your detdted friend, . 

(<h6 once fptighlfy) 

Ffpm tbe rkghn wf fmmortaH^^ 
tie BA nmm rf tbeje^ 5816. }b Afi> Gav^ 



• When blank* 
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SOLUTION. 

** A Mmdh nice th$ gUden ore, 

JLx ** ff^itb money intrinfical irCt^^ 
** Whofe nmrtb is nfver kno^n before 

** 'y w /ryV, and imprtfid in the mnU 
** A-wife's like a GUI NBA in gold^ 

" Stamfd nvitb the name $f her ffoufe--^ 
** Now bere^ nofw tbepe^^is iougbt and/o/d^ 

♦* And currertt in ewery huufe.^ Bec. Op. 



No. 33. Saturday^ September 13. 



Jpgemuii didiciffeJid§Uter arPes^ 

Em$Iiii M9res i nee fitdt ejje ferm* Oti». 

WhereV the libera} arts adon tiie mmd, 
Wegeitle manneta wichom fiefceneft find. 

AiQOif^ 

I Happened lateijr to fall into the compftfiy of a fct 
of country 'Squkes> who ftile themfelves Sportf- 
oieo : thef «r« a fpecies of aramak ia the generate 
who are not a whit more knowing than the hoffaa 
tkef xide» nor more poli&ed ta their manners thas 
the dogs tbey pnrfite, W^ dined together, and the 
compaiMT confined of ha}f a doaeti of thefe <;reatitrei» 
thepanoft of the pariih, and your humble fervant« 
The convcriation after dinner, immediately turned oh , 
fpovtingf as thejr term it Not a horfe or mare of 
any repute in EngUnd or Ireland, whofe pedigree for 
mai^ generationi, and evpldits at Newmarket an^ 
the Curragh, was uot brought on the carpet. Two 
#f the gciiticmeii vr^io hud hcei^ <H^ ^ t^rf, that ii. 
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kept race horfes, and were running out their fortunes 
in full gallop by it, were particularly vociferous on 
this fubjedl. At length a difpute arofe between tbeuj, 
which of them had the better cattle : this could only 
be decided (the modern way of argument amongft . 
fools and Iharpers) by a wager ; accordingly a match 
was inftanrly propofed for fifty guineas each. The 
other Yquires, who, like Sancho and the barber, 
thought it a fhame to be idk whiill the chiefs were 
engaged, began to make bets on either iide : by this 
means they all grew noify, and talked all together : 
the parfbn and r were filent all the time: I was re- 
flecting what a wretched, defpicable being a two- 
iegged animal is, who is not governed by reafon, cl 
what is worfe, who abufes that noble faculty, by 
not turning it to the excellent purppies for wliich it 
was given 'him ; I almoft imagined myfelf amongft a 
fet of G ullivejc^s. Yahooa», cndojyjed with.^>eech, wh« 
were talking of their mafters the Houyhnhms. I was 
in this kind of refvcrie,* v^hen the Yalfoo who fat 
nfxt me, flapt me on the ihoulder, * Why fb grave, 

* Mr. WagftafFe ? you han't faid a word fince din- 

* ner.' I anfwered, I did not underftand the iubjedl 
they were upon, and therefore waft in^pa)ile of 
j^^imng in their converfation. * Damme,* fays ano- 
ther of them, * is not this better than talking of oW 
V mufty book8,<and ftories of old Gfeeks and K(^ 

* mans, that died a hundred years ago.' * Ay, curfe 

* them,' fays a third, * I could never bear them 
f fince I was at fchooi. 1 remember I was often 
^ damnably flogged oo their account.' * Come,' (kyt 
the man of the boufe, * Jet us change the difcourfc ; 

* the hunting fetfbn will foon come on, boys ; my 

* dogs are in fjjie conditioo ; egad they have coft me 
^ a damn'd deal of oat-meal all this dear feafbn, and 
.' my hunters too have eat fbme barrels of oats.' 

* Well, fir,' fays the parfbn, * and dd you not think 

* you had better have turned your horfes to gra&, 
' and hanged up all your hounds, and have given 
'that corn to your fellow-creatureff, who were f»- 

* Wifbing perhaps at your gate for a morfei of bread/ 

That 
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The 'fqulre was nettled at this,, and replied in an 
angry tone, * why, do^or, what is it to you what 

* comes of the nine parts of the corn, provided you 

* have your tenth ?' Here I could not help taking 
vp the cudgels for the parfbn, by faying, that 1 
thought it finful and irrational to giv€ the food and 
fiiftenance of man, in a fcatce feafbn, to brutes ; 
and that they who with-held it from their fellow 
creatuijes, and could fee them ftarve, in order to give 
it to dogs or horfes, naight jnftly be deemed the de- 
liiroyers of mankind. This I faid with (b perempto- 
ry a tone of voice, that no body replied ; but I could 
difcover a kind of whifper amongft the fportfmen, 
that they believed I was a Swadler. I grew tired of 
the company of thefe fcarce rational animals, and 
gave a fign to the parfon to come off, which, he took, 
and we left the 'fquirejs (who were equally glad to ge? 
rid of ub) to deftroy all the foxes and hares in the 
country over their cups, and to make more bets. 

It isnieiartcholy'to fee the education which the 
elder fons of men of fortune get tn the coutrtry. 
Mafter knows the names of all the dogs in the kennel 
before hec^n repeat the alphabet j and can ride, leap 
and hunt, before he can read : afterwards he is put 
under the care of fome wretched, ignorant tutor, 
(who is had at as low a rate as poffible) and if the 
boy is wffling to learn, which a hundred to one is not 
the ca(e, it is well ;• if not, he muft not be thwarted, 
as too much reading will hurt his conftitution* All 
the difference between him and the dog-boy, or the 
helper in the ftable is, that his fond mother haa been 
particularly careful to giet him taught to dance, in 
order, to make him a fine gentleman. Many of this 
kind are what the ignorant part of mankind^ and the 
ladies efpecially, call fine fellows ; and Ibme of them 
afterwards are vaftly clever at making laws for the 
preiervation of the game, and become expert hands 
in intriguing in the low politics of country corpora- 
tions and boroughs. 

I would not be underflpod as if I though^ that 
^unting>nd other country dlveriions, were not inno- 
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cent and healthy avocations from bufinefs or ftudy ; 
but to make them the whole bufinefs of our lives, 
the only objeds of our thotights, apd the fole topics 
of our converfation, is abfurd and ridiculous : it is 
^8 fooliihy as becaufe phyfic is fometimes neceflary 
to healthy that therefore we fliould make it our coo* 
ftant diet. The poor Americans are obliged to feet 
the neceflary fuftenance of life by their gun or hoxt : 
with what juftice, then, (hall we call thefe people ^v 
vages, and, at the fame time, fttle our own igno- 
rant^ tllilerate,^ ru(Hc fox-hunting *iquires, civilized, 
when, in point of any kind of knowledge or litera- 
ture, they are juft upon a level f I took upon it 
that a SoCTates, a Plato, a Tufly, an Addifon, a Lock 
or a Swift, (in the icale of beings) to be more above 
this incogitatrve fpecies of mankmdy than they are 
fuperior to the loweft of brutes. W 



Ffom the M^Rcurr in Piutitment-ftreet.. 
TKc FaEE-MAW defeated : A P O E R 

HEI^MBS^ I find, Bms flntck a panic 
Onailibe ^crtMers Pun tank ^ 
Who, dremdinglefi their gratidcvmmttit. 
Si9uUprov0 w fajiime cf ibe dt^^ 
And HoBT etepofe fhtm to the tmtkH^ 
A mark ef puUk detejtatiofi. 
Have changd their ^Mmeedftik^ ablHe^ 
Andfiem rtfdnfd to heg a truce. 

Caht fufears he'il Ut the FmcB-MAN <fcj^4. 
Ahd hidhMvHDVHOVt mind bis /hop i 
PoorPnTVJLKtir^ imprefs'd n/oith terror. 
Begins at lafi to fee his error ; 
H^Oe Drab^^Lank, vibo hjt their -^ti 
By herdit^ with fanatic cits. 
Diverted from toeir vnild purfuits^ 
Are tme 4 barmiefi pair <f h:utee. . 

Cuuticv 
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Clumch owns it giws bim great regret 

He eVr enga^d in fucb a Jet, 

And Grifb prepares bis bili ofcofi^ \ 

tr« cbarge tbemfor tbe time be loft. 
In fliforty eacb booby fees^ tbo' late^ 

^bat patriotifm is alia <beaty 

Mere empty Jbowy unmeaning babble, 

Contri'u'd and fram'd to gull tbe rabble ^ 

jindfa (fince gaining nothing hy it) 

Refohes to li<ve bereafter quiet, X 



No. 34 Salurday^ 'SepitrrAer zo. 



Baud defenforibusillis tempus eget. Vi rg. 

The tomes need not fuch defenders as thefc, 

IHave recdved Tevewll letters of late, direded to 
Jeop^ry Wagstafpe, Efq; at tbe Mercury im 
Parliament' flreet ; and am forry to tell my laborious 
correl^ondent^, that they vTiH not at all fuit with the 
plan of'tny Speculations. No doubt they are aM 
very good in themfelves but, as ihcy are not of a 
piece with my little building, they would fpoil the 
J^mmetry of the whole. 

A very lengthy (as the jockies phrafe it) ijpiftle has 
been fent me by a man who fubfcnbcs himfelf Deipe- 
*AOO, which, I honcftly confefs, IkIo iwt under- 
(land : he aims at humour to-te-fure, but I am at a 
4ofs to find out where it liesj unlefs it be 4n the many 
oathB and execrations with which this ingenious piece 
is fo much embellifhcd. 1 would advife all my cor- 
T^efpondcnts, to avoid as much as poffible, all thefe 
horiid ornaments of phrafe, as they offend the well 
meaning reader ; and realty there is neither-wit or hu- 
jn©UT4n th^ro j they favour of irreligion and lodtcen- 
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cj, and as the poet juftly fays, 

The wanf ,0/ ^eeencjf is ^ant of Jenfe, 

I am alfo indebted to fever al wife politicians tor 
letters on the tondud of a certain /ate patriot. Thej '\ 
run vaft encomiums on the great Mr. Pitt, and are 
as fevere on the prefent Lord Chatham : one (ays be 'i 
deferted the caufe of his copntrv by quitting the houie : 
of commons, and that he will now be a cypher as 
Pultney was, when he became Earl of Bath : ano- 
ther punning writer fays, he has put an "Jack Butes, 
(meaning, no doubt, J5^0//,^ and he does not quef- 
tion but he will at laft wear Wooden Shoes : a third is ' 
very witty on his picture being taken down in Guild 
Hall, London, and to Ihew his learning, compares 
hiin to Sejanus, whofe flatues were-puHed down- and 
dragged through the ftreets of Rome by the popu- | 
lace, after his difgrace. The others are not worth 
taking notice of; and by the fpecimens 1 have given 
of them, I believe my readers will excule me for not 
inferting the letters at full length. 

For my part, 1 declared in mj firft Speculation, 
that I did not mean to meddle in politics, but to con- 
fine n\y(t\f to ufeful and plealing fubje^s ; yet, as I 
find the charaQer of this great man fs tracfuced hy 
every fcribler, who can either creep in profe, or 
hobble out of time in ill digefted rhimes, Lihall beg 
leave to give my opinion candidly of the matter. I 
fhould be glad to know what accufation . tKey can 
bring againlt him, or wherefore do they abufe this 
' wonderful man; forfooth, becaufe ^fter he had 
worn out a weak conftitution In the fervice of his 
country, he fliould retire wuh a title, which he fo 
juftly merited Did he tiot laite England from the 
Id well ebb, to be the glory and the terror of Europe ? 
He derived fuccefs on our arms In war, although he 
could not comnianB it in a peace. Has he not (loa- 
ded with ficknefs and many infirmities of body, par- 
ticDlarly iTaat nioft grievous one of the gout) been 
can led to the houfe, and there fpoke equal to t 

Demoftheuesy 
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J^emofthenes, or Gicefo, in the caufe of liberty and 
his ^<ountr)r ? Muft all the^ things be af once for- 
gotten ? Muft we.expe^ that this man*8 confthmion 
or fpirits cbiild hold out for ever ? 

Was bfe never to. have a writ of eafe ? - No 5 our 
ihallow ppiiticiafls, who fee no farther than into the 
furface of things, would have this great perfonage^ 
after he has deflroyed his health in the mod laborious 
toils for the fervice of his country, to leap into the 
gtilph, like Curtius, juft to pleafe them. If he loil 
his life in the middle of fome patriotic fpeech, (which 
might propably happen, coniideFing his infirmities) 
they would then (ay he died glorioufly. Beiides all 
thi?; their judgment of him is premature^ and only 
tends to inflame the minds of the populace. All this 
clamour againft him may turn the love of his Country 
into the bittereft enmity againft it He can ftill be of 
vaft fervice, if we do not pfovdkc him to the con.^ 
trary, by our abfurjd invedives. 

7 ravellers tell us, th^t every herd of monki'es has, 
out centinals to watch' fqt them,, and to Wa^ them of 
the approach of an enemy, and if One of thefe 
fhould quit his poll before he is relieved, he is 
immediately put to death. In h'ke manner, our 
monkey politicians would teur and cL^w my lord Ca- 
tham to pieces, as if they nad placed him as a centinel 
to watch for fhem» What obligation did be lie under, 
more than any other man, to refufe a title or place ? 
k is ceftaidy iactm^bcnt. on ; every man who has a 
family, to provide for them by all honeft means, 
as well as he can ; and it is well known, that when 
he was in the miniftry, he never raifed a minifterial 
fortune, but on the contrary jejeded with fcorn 
many of the ufilal perquifites dfhis office.^ 

Being fenfible I ^tidl draw many (criblers oiL.myk 
back for giving my (entiments thus freely of a man, 
-whom I always have, and (hall ever admire ; I here- 
by give warning to all party writers, that I will not 
take notice of, nor anfwer any thing, they (hall throw 
-out againft me on this fubjeft, as I know many of 
them write againft him to fliew their wit, and others 

for 
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ibr the pticc of a dinner. It it much eaficr to write 
latire than pcnegyric : fmall w?t»> like finafl wiae, 
fooneft turn to vinegar - thefe I will not meddle 
with, as 1 do not want to make pickles. This imick 
i will beg leave to aflure them, that three Kne^ 
written with a view to Infttuft and pleafe maai- 
kindi are of more real ufe, than all the nonienical 
ftoff they can- put together to traduce that great 
man. who ovAj laughs at their follies, and pides 
their indifcretions. J 



Fix>m the Mercury in Parliament- ftreet. 

On Mom us charging Mercury with chilneCs, 

A yf ^^^^» i*tde$d^ njjeris nmth coi^ur. 



That Ma 1 A.'s fin is growif^ dnthr^ 

Becaufi 9J late that curminp Tad!, 

The Mard rMi'dnf nahiat he hmdi 

And taking all that %i poffeft. 

His dulnejs fiele among the reft ; 

But there he could mtftrip him hoff^ 

For MoMWs had enoi^tiyfpm^, X 

Ail E P I <5 R A M. 

GREAT Pit, Hm j^^ h^ retum\l to the 

Compfy'd nvith the court, ^andiueepteda peerage j 
Biit nolle Lord T^Mfi^E.^wehear, is fo flout. 
Me nmllmtcome hiiikityefihvesJtpflitndoui: 
Allured hy no titles heftiU ^remmnspaSfy 
f^.he^tbe goodman^^^i^i^ahrea^. X 
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No. 35. Saturday J September 27. 

Nemo <vindi£idgaudetj magis quatn ftpmina. 
None delight more in revenge than a woman. 

MISS Letty Love-youth is not, perhaps, 
fenfible of the mi (chiefs ihe has done in my fa- 
mily ; flie has been the innocent caufe of my old fitter 
Letty 's playing the fool by marrying She may re- 
collet, that fome time ilnce there was a kind of a 
card war between them ; in her laft card unfortu- 
nately, fhe was fbmewhat fevere on my fitter for be- 
ing an old maid : this galled her exceflively, and ever 
after made her uneafy at continuing under Co odious 
an appellation. She came into my room one morn- 
ing, andfeemed^to labour under fome vaft anxiety of 
mind: " Brother JeofFry," fays (he, " you know I 
** have always kept up a good charafter with the world, 
*' and, thank God, my reputation has been always (pot- 
*• lefs ; befides, I hope I have behaved towards you as 
•* a tender, affedlionate fitter ; ('tis true I am many years 
** younger than you) and that I (hould live to be taunt- 
** ed by tha^ young Gipfy to be called out of my name ; 
** in ihoft, to be abufed by the fcandalous title of Old 
** Maid, is what I cannot bear." 

Here her pafiion rofe fo high, that It deprived her of 
fpeech, but vented itfelf in that female conduit, a flood 
of tears. I did all I could to. comfort her, and at 
length (he proceeded : ** Indeed, brother, I am refol- 
** ved to change my condition." * How change your 
* condition !'.cried I, in aftoniihment : * What, are you 
' refolved to change your religion, and become a nun ?' 
" Not at all,'* fays (he calmly, ** what do you think 
•* of our neighbour, Mr. Groufe ? Is he not a very pret- 
«• Vf young fellow ? he loves me vattly, and has a hand- 

V o L. L • H •* fo«c 
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** (bme cftate ; 'tis true, it is incumbered with fome 
** debts, but my fortune will clear it ; -and then Ut me 
** fee who will dare to cail me an old maid :;beiides» 
" brother, as you have a good fortune, and never jnarri- 

^ *' edf it would be ^loper ftM* ne to jnarry and have an 
** heir, to orevent its going out of the family." I flared 
at her in ulent amazement for fbmelime, n6t>know- 
ing what to &y ;' but as I took her whole diicoiiric 
for art hyfteric fit of ^madnefs, I put her off ibr that 
time^ by telling her I would cohfider of it. 
<Wheiklhe left the room,' I could not help tttminatiqg 

* on the phrenfy of my fitter, wheals now in her fixty- 

: third year, and Mr. Groufe is icarce thirty. He is^ 
meer Country 'Squire : he is one of thofe uieful mera- 

) bers of fociety, whofe fole occiipationis what they 

, call country diverfions, fiich as hunting, fliooung, fet- 
ting, horfe-racing, fwearing, drinking, and debauchiif 
the innocent daughters of his poor tenants. He had 
a veiy fine clear eftate left him by his ^ther, but br 
extravagance, gaming, and ill managemenit, has almott 
run it out, and now he wants my fitter's fottune to 
retrieve it, befides his large expectations fi ora me. 

In nboutanhour after my fitter left me, I wetit 
down to the parlour to breakfaft, with a deeeimindd 
refolution to endeavour to difluade my titter from ib 

, prepofterous a match, when, to my great furprize, ^t 
found her, and her lover Mr. Groiife. in clofe conver- 
fation at the tea-table, with her hand fatt locked in 

' his. They both feemed at firtt in fbme confufion ; •I 
fahited him civilly, and we fat for (bme time in filence, 
which was broke by Mr. Groufe, who Obferved, that 
it was a fine day, and that the partridge feafim vrovM 
foon come in : '* Are you fonci of letting, Mr. ^Wag. 
« ftaffe r*' fays he, * I like it well enough,^ fiiys I, * bntj 
• T never would draw any net over an old hen, whtlfl fj 

. * could fpring the young game.' 

Here my utter could not help blufhing, or rather 

-changing colour 5 for fixty odd has fcarce a bhifh lefi 
She then told nie with fome hefitation, that if I bad of 

objeftion, Mr. Groufe and fce would be martied tf 
foon as the wHtings could be drawn, but that thrf 
wQuld do nothing withoiSt my confeht and apprjbbatioo. 

Tha 
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This I looked upon as the common fineife of the 
^ worM i forthe pames neneraUy jn^ upthlft m^Udi|)e- 
tween themfelyes, andthen a& the advice of friends. 
I found this to be the preient cafe, fo thought it to no 
purpofe (as my filler is reall/ come to the years of 
-^ikftMn^ snd in her own difpo&l) to 'ftew my difllke 
to this moft unnatural coalition, add even told them, 
they might do as they pleafed for me. Although I 
(poke in fuch a mamier> that they might perceive I was 
not altogether fatisfied, yet they both thanked me -in 
the ftrongeft term?. In fhort, the intended bride- 
groom went next day to town to get the writings drawn, 
and in about a week after, took jny half frozen lifter ^o 
his arms; but the raptures he feltmoft,! believe, 
were the poflelHon of her fortune, which was con- 
fiderable. 

She already fancies Ihe {s breeding, and offers me* 
if it be a boy, to call her child Jeoffry : fhe fays, (he 
hopes he wUl continue the Ba^tcheloii after my de- 
ceale : If it (hould depend for continuance on niy 
nephew Groufe, I fear it woulddrop Uk^ the Frfsemai^'s 
Journal, which I look upon, like her^s, to be a faUe 
conception. 

I ihould exceed the len^h of my Speculation, if I 
were to give a detail of the marriage ceren;iony, the 
wedding fupper, the n^irth pf the^ells, and her coy 
behaviqur on that occaiion; but all this perhaps. I 
mav in a future, one inform my jesrfers of: Im^y al- 
io let them, know how my fitter advapces in her pt^- 
nancy, or whether ihe is wiih child or not. 
' P. S. lam obliged to my deprofundis friend, Mr. 
John Gay, for his fine compliments, and ihall be glad 
to have Jiis affiflance in tnefe . my Speculations. I 
ihpuld be obliged to him to inform me of the faihions 
in the infeVnal regions ; whether the ladies there hgte 
the manufadhires of thofe regions as much as pur ladjes 
^o thofe of their own country, and whether brinaftone 
fupplies the want of French pow<Jcr $ or .what is likely 
to be, the fa(hionable game to ruin the ladies next win- 
ter, fr 
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No. 36. Saturday^ OSlobef 4. 



Fdtnum bahet in comu ; ^nge fuge. Hor. 

He is a dangerous man ; ihun hinei. 

IMet with a Treatife the other day, called. The 
Philofpphy of Hiftory, written by Voltaire. I could 
not but lament, that fo fine a genius as that writer un- 
doubtedly is, (hould employ his talents in compofing a 
work fo contrary to religion and ^ood fenfe. J n it he 
every where Ihews himfelfaDeift, (as all the unbe- 
lieving fine, gentlemen ftile thcmfelves) and takes eve- 
ry where^eat. liberties with the hiftory of the Old 
Teftament. 

It is a ihofking thing, that in a country profeiCng 
Chriftianity, fuch books ihould be fulfered to be print- 
ed or -fold, rlf a quack were to go about to vend poi- 
fonstodeftroy mankind, would he not be prohibited, 
and perhaps punifhed ? ,How much more pernicious 
poifons then,- are thofe dangerous books, which taint 
the minds of youth, and ftagger the opinions of well- 
meaning peopl(^. It is furprifing to think, what tnif 
thefe unbelievers can pfopole to themfelves, or. others, 
in making profelites. Tney aH let up for the ftridefc 
morality, and yet they would deftroy the very founda- 
tion of it, the fandlioh of future rewards and puniih- 
ments. Some of them, when preiTed hard by argu- 
ment, acknowledge a future ilate j but then, what af- 
furance have they 6f it, (farther than the bare deduc- 
tions of natural reafon, which can reach no higher than 
t fair probabilitv) unJefs they have recourfe to fcrip- 
ture for the certainty of it ? 

Suppofing now that ChrJ/HanitV were aboliflied in 
thefe kingdoms by law, (as indeed it is almoft already 
by cuftom amongft people of fafiiion) I (hould be glad 
to know what mode of religion thefe modern philofo - 
phcrs would fubftitute in the ftead thereof. For all 
^iviliaed nations that we read ofi ever had fbme form 

of 
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oF^worihip. to prevent them frpm running into dow«* 
r^ht bafbarifm. Would thefe fellows bring us back 
to heatheaifm. to fall down to flocks and ftones ? or 
would they have us, like the Egyptians, water our 
eyes with the -adoration of leeks and onions ? Surely 
they will ^not pretend to tell us, that the refined, ab- 
ilra^ted (yllems.of moral philofbphy, would be fuffi- 
cient to keepthe bulk of mankind within the bounds of 
virtue .;^at thisjrare every cobler muft know as much . 
as Plito, and a fweep chimney be a TuUy. . 

If would be no very eafy tafk to convince -thefe -ig- 
norant people, that virtue is- its own reword ; and to 
dtifuade them from murder, robbery, and perjury ; be- 
caufe that by <^ommitting fuch immoral actions, they 
\«rere afting agiinft /A/ rule of ri^iy and the fitnefs •/* 
thingi. Is-it nofabfud tofmagirre, that the illiterate 
part of mankind cxn^ from their meer natural reafbn, 
diftii^oi/h^good from evil ?^ Would they not often err 
through theJofufficiency of that reafon, like wanderers ' 
ill tho dark. 

Now thefe good friends the^eifli, would take from 
Biankiiid a religion, which,- not only gives us the high- 
eft and trueft conceptions of the Deity we are capable 
of, but teaches us to adore him in a manner acceptable 
to him, and at thofametime inilruds us how we mould 
demean ourfelves to each other, and.govern ourfelves 
by fuch a fy (lem of moral precepts, as neither antient 
or modern philofophers could have an adequate idea 
of. 'Tis true, fome of our modern ones have flolen 
their precepts from it, and then would run it down, 
left they fhould feem to borrow from it. Men are as 
much indebted to thefe advocates of the devil, for de* 
priving them of the true light by. which they ought to 
walk, as they were to Taylor the occulift, who put 
out the eyes of thofe, unfortunate wretches who came 
onder his hands. 

If we take a view of the life and character of Mr. 
Voltaire, 1 fancy we fhdl find it like that of all his fedt, 
neither moral nor virtuous ; for this I take for granted, 
that he and all the deifts are againft Chriflianity, be- 
caufe it is againfl them : it foibids thofe vices and 
H 3 enor- 
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cfloraiiric^.which I am informed he has been guihy of; 
and therefore 1 do. not wonder he is its bictereil and ' 
declared enenay. 

I am a layman as well as Mr. Voltaire, and it will 
be thought ftrange (in this very polite and refined age) 
that I fhould ftand up as a champion for religion, and 
not rather leave it to thofe whole trade it is to do fo : 
to this I anfwer ; if the defence of our king and coun- 
try demand from us to hazard our lives and proper- 
ties when we are called upon, how much more does 
the caiife of truth, virtue and our God, require fumi 
uh our utmoft abilities to defend it. T 

* Dear Wag, 

* XTOUR fifter has efFeaually blunted every point 

* jL ®^ latire, by reconciling the ttvo amiable qua- 

* lines, of an old maid, and a young wife. To atone 

* for former impertinences, I prefume to fend her theft 
« few congratulatory lines on that happy eVent< 

• Letty Love-Vo«tH»^ , 
T E hhoming <uirgins 9f threifccte^ 

Atterd Liroe'sfoft O Th \ 
Hymen, ^awaih you at we do^. 

And tjoaves the torch of bHfi, 

Let drear defpair and anxious pagt 

No hngtr tearytfur hearts $ 
The *vj'av' ringed at e<oery ags^ 

h fixt by goiden darts'. 

pointed hy thefe^ the lifelefs ^ 

Can hoaji refiftUfs arms y 
At e*oery glance the lowers die^ 

Aff^s rapture^ *volty and chanrfis. 

^ee X.ETTY ! 'whom /oft <tmJos qffaily 

To fly afingle life ; . 
At ogling ftxty 'three turns tail^ 

Andjtrfi commences *wif^, 

O may her nuptial bed ht hkfi 

With rapturous hve and^det ; 
May fbe p^tffing astdpoffeft^ 
Her children's cbildrtnfH f 
^ .^ No. „. 
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No. 37. Saturday^ O£lobcr i S* 



Bpc quo*uis ligfta notJir^Mireurrms, Tan. 

You can never make a Glk purft of a fb\f's ear. 

TH £ miiid of nnstfi, -as it is an a£iive princtplff^ 
m lift Be conver&nt about fome objeA to gfve it 
employment: it muft beBufied iofome pitffuit,or it will 
ftagnate^ and become corrapt 1 and agreeable to thin 
l^fuit, the mind will take its bent». and. ouira^tibos^ will 
accordingly become^ virtuoii& or vicious. In this reP- 
pp&. mankind majrb'e redmxd into three dafies : fitft» 
of thofe« who are earned in the acquiring riches and • 
honours ;- fecondly, they who are obliged to (eek the 
means of life by labour or induftry 2 ami laftly, tho(e 
few who are employed in improving -their natural uq^ 
d^rftandii^ by khowledge and learning; 

Under this laft dafsof men we nrny rank thofe of ' 
^e three learned profe/lions, viz. the church, the law> 
and phyfick. The pfofeflbrs of thefe, one would be 
apt to imagine, were men of ftrong natural abilities, 
highly improved by labour and ihidy, who* were chof- 
en out meerly on this accotmt, to fill thefe (everal pro^ 
feflions : but alas ( how mudi do we fee the reverfe : 
tUs I look upon to be owing chiefly to the prejudice^ 
Of wrong judgment of parents, who will, right or 
wrong, fend their fims to the College or the Tempi©, 
ijhfstd Minemfd^ and who perhaps ^ave not the leafl 
feark of genius in their compoOtion j becaufe, for*- 
(ooth, the father has intereft to procure his fon a bene- 
fice, or elfe he has many law-tuits on his hands» and 
wants a lawyer to defend his. caufe. How many fons 
of Eicutapjvis do we find of this caft, who may proper- 
ly be called the licenfcd deftroyers of mankind, and 
contribute not a little to thin, this already, but half 
peopled fand. 
^ . H 4 To 
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To this whim, caprice, and obftiiiate folly of pa* 
rents, who will needs bring op thek children accord* 
gng to their own inclinations, and not according to the 
menius and difppfition of the youths theml^ves, we 
ay attribute the wofiil mifapplication of talents 
which we every day fee in the world : for inftance, we 
often hnd men in the learned profeilions, who would 
have grown rich in trade 1 and on the contrary, we 
fbmetimes difcern a fine genius Ipft in a compring- 
houfe, or thrown away behind a counter. I remem* 
ber a dancing mafter ibme years ago, who lamented 
to me that his (on was a lad of fiich untoward parts» 
that he defpaired of ever making him a dancing ma(^ 
ter J " So that, Mr. Wagftaffc," fays he, " fince the 
^ boy is ftupid and good for nothing elle, I will breed 
** him a phyfician/' Hence it comes to pafs, that fel- 
lows with brawny Moulders, whom nature defigned 
for coal porters, fill the bench of Themis in furred 
robes, and lawn ileeves cover the arms of him who 
ftonld have carried a chair. 

Yet many fuch 4re Impof ted to us from a country, 
which holds the ihallow capacities of the natives of 
this ifland in the higheft contempt. As I am not a 
native of this country, I muft be lo very partial to my 
own as to fay, that if many of my countrymep^^ttjio 
are fent hither to fill the higheft ^atipi^s, had 
been bred up in the feveral occupations to whick 
their talents were adapted, they would have been moft 
ufeful members of fociety. How many ufeful artifi- 
cers, mechanics, attornies, dancing mailers, porters^ 
coblers, ftock-jobbers, fiddlers and buffoons, have 
been loft to the world by miftakiog their capacities, 
and thrufting them into the learned profeflions? nay 
often, tho' they rife to the very top of them, they 
Cannot, avoid difcovering what providence defignc^ 
them for. 

Indeed the cafe is very different with regard to the 
people of this ifland : they can have nothing to re- 
commend them to high preferments, but an unparal- 
leled /hare of parts and learning ; therefore, if blind 
parents here will bring their children up to one of the 
• lear- 
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learned profeflions, in fpight of genius or nature, it is 
odds but thej mud be content to fee them hewers of 
wood, and drawers of water -,. on the other hand, I 
have often lamented, when I have difcovered a r«al 
genius, who has had no advantages of education : to 
fee a Newton, loft in a coaimon t'urvcyor of Hand ; a 
Swift, in a (hop-keeper 1 and inJhort, men who would 
have (hone in any part of literature, thrown awaj on 
the lowe(l purpofes of life, which meaner talent 
might have anfwercd for. 1 would not have the 
Puritaonic fcriblers of the Factious Journal, think I 
mean them, for although they are indeed as illiterate, 
as poflible, yet are they at the fame time as ftupid as 
ignorance, made, drank^ Sed , de. nurtuis . nihil nifi. 
honumi^ 

As meni thferefofe, are bbrn wi th as different capa •. 
cities as. complexions, every parent, if he is capable o- 
judging, (houJdxare fully examine the talents, as welf 
as the inclinatior 
in what.ftatidn o 
coihpetent judgj 
with thafe whoa 
vifinghim^ he (h 
prejudice. and p: 
the figure his foi 
School-mafters ai 
this refpe£l, anc 
extol boys.asjadi 
genius. 

Upon the whble'th^n, I woiift have every youth** 
capacity put to a fair trial, and if, upon a ftridt exa- 
minatio^i, he was found to Jiave a genius adapted to 
learning, I would have him educated to that profeffi- 
09 to which he (eemed. moft inclined : let thdfe 
whom nature intended for lower offices of life, be bred 
to them ; then we (hould not have leather-heads on . 
the b***ch, nor Cotruibdes^s in the church. If a 
phyfician be a blockhead, he has a good chance of a 
fuafttum mermtj to ftarve. . T . 

^*' H Jr. Nd> 38. 
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No. 38. ^uefday^ TkcemUr 9. . 

tmftr tp auiitmr tanhtm f Jti V.» 

Shall I for ever only Bear ? 

WH EN' the ingenious gentleman Don Quixote 
de la Mancha, after having atchiev^d a mut..,^ 
titude of furprizing adventures, h^d returned home in 
the lion's Cage ; his Rozinante was tarnM to gra^e* 
his armour and his lanee were hung up» and honeft 
Sancho Pancha went to his former occupation of a 
Jaf)Ouring peaiant. Here it is imagined, that the ini-^ 
mitable Cervantes i;i^ended to have put n final period 
to the adventures of his knight and fquire, which 
would have been a mod irreparable lofs to every read- 
er who has either tafte or humour : but when the 
ipurious hiftofy of Don Quixote came out, he im- . 
mediately makes his legitimate knight and fqvire to 
faliy forth anew, and with redoubled force of genms, 
he not only makes the Tallies of his true knight and 
fquire, if poflible, more pleating and inftrv^ive, but 
with the nneft raillery imaginal le, expofes thofe of 
t^e falfe one. The farcafm of Cervantes on that un- 
happy JTcribler, 1 look upon to be the higheil f!roke 
of wit and humour J ever met with in any writer. 
I Kad a viiit the other day from a very learned in- 

fenioUs fViend o/rtilne, a phyfician. He afked me 
ovv I came of late to be fo fevere on the faculty with 
regard to their wigs. ** Would you have us, Mr. Wag- 
^ iiifre," fays he, '*^ prefcribe in (hort bobs, or fciat* 
^' Ches, Kke jocfcles ? 

•* Should 

« Tiie GeDtUineo who chie^y Aip|K)r«)ed this pl^ier, b«i«f 
^llkcrwire emplojred forborne weeks pad, t few papers, by other 
hands, were piibH0ic4«nder thetitleof the Batchelor. The 
i^ft^i ifie Urge wigs worn by ^yOcitni. 
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** Should we, on whom people place a confidence 
•* for preferving their healths or faving their lives, 
** appear as bucks in the covering of our heads ? Or 
** is it proper—'* Here I interrupted him, by af- 
fitriog him moft (blemnl/, that I was quite innocent 
of the matter he accusM me of> and that I entirely 
agreed with him in his fentiments. I told him, that 
the fpectflations, wherein the wigs of the faculty 
were attacked, were not written by me, but by fome 
other writer who bad aifumed my name. For that I 
ihould be very far from decrying that mpft neceifary 
part of the drefs of a fon pf- .^Iculapius, efpecially, 
as tbe Mock Do£lor fays, a phyfician can no more 
prefer ibe without a large wig than without a fee. 
'i his thedodor took in good part, and faid that from 
my late indifpofition and other circumftances, he 
wondered how I could have been tbe author. 

When fny viiitant left me, I reflefied how we&l: 
and abfurda thiog rt k for any writer to attack a bo- 
dy of men, particularly fo powerful a one aa that of 
tbe phyfical tribe. For they all wear huge perriwigi*, 
and are all alike captious, and capableof refenting any* 
attack made upon them. It is true, I have often feen 
a half brother of the faculty driving in his chariot, 
to deliver a lady, when bis wig might have ferved 
as an entire covering for the child, and almoft for a ^ 
cradle. 

Apollo was reprefented by the poets,, as^ the god of- 
poetry, mufick, and phyfick: he is always portray'd : 
with a vad bu(h of rays about his head, and hence I 
fuppofe his modern fons, I mean of phyfic-, have a-- 
dorn'd their pericraniums with fuch immenfe bufhes. 
Or perhaps another reafon may be artign'd/ Homer 
has every where given his moft flaughtering heroes a ^ 
great cred of hor e hair, noddtnig dreadfully from the 
tops of their helmets ; in like manner, many of our 
manflayers have converted the horfehair into wigs, 
and do at mucb exettltioii now amongft^ his ma- 
jeftiei'fiibjcas^as tbdfe oifcffed-^reel^ did. to the 
Trojans. 

» T{>us, 
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Thus, I think, I have apologized fufficiently for 
the large wigs of my friends of the healing tribe, i 
do hereoy, therefore, forbid any more fpeculations or 
letters on that fubje£t ; and let every writer conQder, 
that an attack on this fet of men, is as dangerous aa 
that on a hive of bees,which, if the writer has not Mr. 
Wildinan's art, will certainly fting him. 

I (hall look upon any man, who harps any more up- 
on this ftring, in the light of a bungling furgeda, who 
when his patient died of a diforder in his brains, 
Aay'd his head in order to find out where tt lay. Let 
me aflure our Hippocrates*s, that I war not with, theis 
wigs, and that whild they, by their internal faculties* 
adorn their profeffion and are ufeful to mankind, they 
may wear what external ornaments they ple^ on 
their heads, or wherever they thkk moft convenient ; 
nor will i ever promote parties amongft them of the 
big and little Wiggians, like the bi^ and little Endi- 
ans in Lilliput. I tball conclude, with obferving, that 
a pert coxcomb with a fmart cue or a bag, may do as 
much mifchief by his prefcriptions, as a grave do£tor 
with a huge circumference of perriwig. W 



No. 39. Tue/day^ December 16. 



Om»i tulit ptmSum^ fui mijcuit utiU dulci^ 
Le&Qttm diledando partterqui montudo, Hor. 

Imitated thus by Con ok eve* 

Who wou'd reprove us, while he makes us laugh, 
Mttft be no Bavius, but a BickerftafFe. 

ALTHOUGH I ow» it would be the hi^ft 
piece of prefumption jn me^ toritttempt to tread 
in the fteps of mf coufin Ifaac Bickerftaffe, oor 
have J the vanity to imagine^ that 1 bear the moft 

faint 



itized by Google 



No. 39. r^< B AT C H E LOR. 157 

faint refemblance to my kinfman, of immortal me- 
mory ; yet as I can boaft the honour of a confan- 
guinity to him, I think I may claim a better title to 
uicceed him, though umvorthily, than they can poC- 
fibly have, who neither fhew any likenefs, nor can 
make out any kindred to him. I am his lineal heir» 
and his pen defcends to me by right of inheritance* 
as a title and eftate do to the next heir, though ever, 
fo undeferving. As Achilles had no male heir to 
lay a claim to his ihield, the Grecian leaders adjud* 
ged it to Ulyfles, as being the mod worthy to bear 
it. We do not find that a Therfites even thought of 
demand ii^ it ; and yet we have many Therfites's 
who have the impudence to claim my coufin Bicker* 
ilaflfe*8 peni 1 mean thofe infamous fcriblers, who 
for the fake of a dinner, wreck their brains in aerial 
citadels, called Grarrets; or Cyclops like, hammer 
out their wretched (lufF in ground cellers, to furniih 
out a Factious Journal. How happy do thefe poor 
creatures think themfelves, if they can find the leaiV 
imaginary open for abudng men in power ; an invec* 
live againft a chief magiftrate, be it never fo falie 
or fcurrilous, may bring them a beef (lake 1 % 
flroke at the board of aldermen, the leg of a goofe 
in Copper alley ;.and the hue and cry after liberty, 
and Billinfgate railing at a chief governor, a paif 
of (hoes from their employer. I appeal to common 
fenfe, whether thefe vile performances can ever* 
anfwer the end of writing, which, as Horace fays in 
my motto, ** is to delight, and at the fame time 
•* inftru6t the reader.** The proprietors matter not 
how ill they write, provided, they write bitter 
enough, which is a fine name for fcolding. , 1 have 
fees a cobler in his bulk, with fpedacles on his. 
ade, highly delighted reading to a ihoe«boy one of 
tbofe fcandalous libels, wherein the legiflature was^^ 
traduced ia the moft^ opprobrious term8> for no- 
other reafon than to make the paper fell. 

This pleafes the vulgar, but muft certainly make 
the judicious grieve : I think, therefore, the em- 
ployeti of thcfC; hackney writers are more in fault 

thao 
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tittn tbey, and (eem to me like tke keepers of ftage 
coaches* who matter not how uneafy the carriage 
is to the paflengers, provided they get their fare ; 
nor care what lame, blind, fparin^d, gall*d, lean, 
ihoulder-flipt, foundePd* glander'd /odes they pro* 
vide to drag the unwieldly machine to the deftined 
period of their journey : or like undertakers^ who 
pick up the mod fcald, ra^^, dirty (Blows they 
can meet, and with theii fablo covering, think to 
hkle their defeats and naftinefs. 

For my part, I with-held my fpecuktioas for a 
while^ in hopes fome more able hand mij?ht pro^ 
iecute the undertaking : aod as this i&nd, no 
doubt, is adorned with men of genius and litera- 
ture, I could heartily wifli that fome of them, 
would give indrudion and amufement to the pub- 
he, through the medium of a news-paper, as it is 
the cheapeft way of conveying it to them, and may 
reach thofe whom books could not« I own it is a dif- 
Hcult talk to pleafe the palate of every reader ; Swift, 
and t very few others, could arrive at that pcr- 
iedtion : of late it is alrooft impoifible, as the tafle of 
moft people is vitiated by novels, that nothing eHe will 
go down, and thofe of the worft kind : the chimae- 
rical, tedious, unnatural, fenfelefs rhapfody of Cla* 
ri& and Grandifon, takes more with the generality 
of people, than the fine fenfe, the pleafing ftrokes 
of humour, and the true picture of real life, drawn 
m Jofcph Andrews and the Vicar of Wakefiekl. 
Notv^ ithilanding thefe difcouragements, is it not an 
Undertaking of the greate^l humanity, to ftem this 
torrent of barbarifm and ill ta!>e, and if poffible to 
convey indru^^ion under thefe difadvantages ? Cer- 
tainly, no age or country ever ftood more in need 
of it than this. We are in proportion arrived at as 
high a pitch of luxury as Rome was in Juvenafs 
time, and are as much debauched by French fafkions 
and fol'ies, as (he was by tlioie of Greece. What 
em} loyment, therefore, can be more worthy of the 
abkft pen to decry thefe, to abaft the wrinkled hrt* 
cher, the gambling dowager, and the perfidious 
wife ; to convince, if poflible, the hardened in- 
fidel. 
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fidel» and ridicule the youngtj part of the fair (tx 
out of their follies. 

If by my weak endeavours I could bring about a 
reformation in any one of thefe points, I (hould 
reckon myfelf of more real ufe to the world, than' 
any of thofc conquering heroes were, who deftroy- 
ed tfaoufands of their fellow creatures by the fword, 
in order to gratify a wanton ambition, or acquire a 
ihare of, what is Rifely called, Glory. W 



No. 40. iSaturdt^y December ao. 

* Et fuhifohi ibartis amtcitur iftepHs. Hoa. 

And whatever is wrapped In fooliih papers. 

I Happened (bme time ago to fend for a pound of 
(huff, and as I have a curiofity to look into every 
(brap of paper, whether lu print or manufciipt, that 
fSllTs in my way, I examined the cover in which the 
fiiufi^was wrapp'd, and found the following letter writ- 
ten on it. It is fo much in the ^y\t and fpirit of my. 
countrymen, that I thought it might not be unaccepta- 
ble to my readers : it alio ihews the unaccountable 
pi'ejudke which they unjuiUy entertain with regard to 
this country « For my part, 1, who have lived a long 
tkne in the world, and know both kingdgms (b well, 
thai I have entirely divefled m^^elf of all partiality to 
either. There is (omethidg odd in the manner of fpel- 
ling ibme words,, which I ihall not alter, but fliall 
give it exadlly as I found it. ft feems to have been 
wrhtcn by a gentleman who had been here, to a friend 
df his, who had the misfoitune to be bantihed hithei 
Ibr a htcrativt employmelie. 

' Dear Will. 

* It \t a greet wonder to mei <Xf hnv you can be kt 
< all //(P^/d to live in tbtit there country among the 

« Paddies 
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Paddies. When I was there I cou'dn*t get nothing 
to €et that was fit for a gentleman : their wre/ was 

* not like our Leaden-hall «t<e/, and I profefs I believe 

* they feed it on wnegar inftead of muilke. Latter- 
ally indeed, I got in with (bmc people who were 

* proud to entertain nie as I was a ftranger, and ftuff** 

* ed me with fome tolerable meet, Demme ihcyfpeek 
Englifh like Hottentots, and the Tecgues are ever 
making bulls. As I was looking out at my njoindtre 
this here morning, I faw a wild Iriihman that I knew 
in Dublin, feicbing a *walk within the ftofie poJUfet 
near my dore^ and I ax'd him for you. Your play- 

^ houfesare fhocking, and hadn't (mtience to fee but 

* two plays, they were Keu and Corioienus. I han't a 
word of news to write. I fuppofe you will have a 

* ftrong brogue by the time as you <^ome back to this 

* here country. Throw up your pleece and come over : 

* I am fure our good port will agree with you better 

* than your poor traih of claret. I have been at the 

* drinking or an 4nnufnerable number of bottles of it, 

* though they are immenfely fmatly and always took 

* gripes after it. I was at a turtle /<rir/? laft week, we 

* eet hugely, we took chimney fweepers and eet again. 

* I who uted to git up very erly^ now iay in bed eve- 

* ry morning till, ten, and I lay^d this day till eleven... 

^ Lam dear Will, yours,- 

* Charles. Cockney.* " 

Thus It IS, that feUows*of yeftcsday; wkoare mean 
and comtemptible in thdr own oouBt^v^iTunte. airs, 
and have the impudence t9 abiife a.kingdem, which in- 
no refpefl whatibever is inferiorto tfny tn Europe ; for^ . 
upon enquiry who this great Mr. Cbckney, the writ- 
er of this letter was, I found that he fprung from the- 
meaneft parentis 4 .that his father wa» a>foot^man, and* 
his mother kept a huckftor'a . cellar. THis kingdonir 
has ever been renowned for hofpitality and civility to 
ftrangers, I cannot but i^tiy^ that the gehtliemen Jiere are 
too ready to entertain every foreigner who comes hi- 
ther before they knew who or what he is. I remeqn*. 
her fome years ago, a man came, over in the pacquet 
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with a fHend of mine, who called himielf Sir William 
Such-a-one, and afterwards turned out to be a journey- 
man barber. This audacious impofter had man/ 
dvilities paid him, took up cloaths and other things of 
▼alue upon credit^ and then thought proper to run 
awaj. 

There are undoubtedly many who come from the 
other fide of the water* that are gentlemen by birth, 
education and accomplifliments, and defervc to be 
taken proper notice of by compliments from the gen- 
tlemen here j but then, there are ahb many like the 
iliam knight and my friend Cockney, who for all the 
civilities ihewn to them, make no other return but by 
invectives againft the country in general, or contempt 
and ridicule of their kind entertainers. This is owing 
to people's not making proper diftinftions, but treat- 
ing the good and the bad promifcuou fly, with equal 
kindnefs and refped. 

The character of Count Mufliroom, in the True- 
born Iriihman, is well drawn and natural, and fuch it 
often to be met with in life. If the reader will re- 
mark the ftyle and fpelling of Cockney's letter, he may 
obierve.that it is quite in the manner of thoft kind of 
gentry I have been fpeaking of; although they.know 
juft as much of their native language as a parrot or a 
ftarling, yet they have the affurance to ridicule the 
manner of people's fpeaking here ; whereas I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that there is no city in the kingV domi- 
nions where the Englilh tongue is fpoken in greater 
purity, more grammatically, or more corredlly, than in 
this city. They are free from many of the barbarifms 
in fpeech, falfe concords and tautology, which are to 
be met with in other places ; neither do they chew 
their words or grind the conibnants together as others 
do. The great dean of St. Patrick's often inveighed 
in his writmgs againft this horrid coUifion of confo- 
nants, and the banifhment of vowels. 

i was going on further to difcant upon the iabove 
letter, when a thought occured to me which cut me 
Ihort, viz. that it is very poflible that this my (pecula- 
tion, after all my painsj may be applied to the fame, or 

perhaps 
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perhaps viler putpofes, than that (miff paper. The rea- 
der, I believe, is heartily drod of the-fkhjcft, and h 
can aiTure him I aoi A> too. T 



No. 41 • ^uefday^ Deceti^r 23. 

What Riadnefs, O citizen h 

I Received the followrng kttet from the wife of a citi- 
zelk, which I ftall prefent to mjr readers with very 
Kttle alteration, except ta the article of fpelling It is 
a ftrong pi£lure of the phrenzy of thofe unhappy peo— 
phe, who are more, attentive to party, n^attersy than to 
thefr own private afFafrs. Vt makes good that jufl de*^ 
finition of the judicious Pope, ^' thiat party is the mad* 
*iiefs of m^ny, for the gain of a few." 

*79tb$ BhTGn^^fMifMthrMtttwrf imFariuumnt* 

• Sin, 

^ This comes to you from one of the moft iiiifbiti>» 

* nate wretches upon earth. 1 am the unhappy wife- 
/ of a tradefman in the Liberty, and have fix miechiU 

* dren by him who are all liv^ng. Woirfd you- believe* 
' it, when I firft married him he was an honeft, in* 

* duftrious tradeiinan, and a exceUent workman, and' 

* ufed to earn very good bread for me and my familjr. 

* Jeremiah DiftafFe, for that is bis name^ was a pro- 

* verb for an honeft pains taking man, among theneigh- 
' hours, and we lived hot and warm, and kept the 

* wolf from the door But now, alas ! the times are 
' altered, be is become a frtt citizen, talks of nothing 

* but liberty and property, and fpends more of his 

* time in reading the curfed Freeman's JournaVthan 

* he does at his loom ; he is more uneafy who ihall be 

• member 
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* member for the city, thAn how to get bread for hi* 

* children. He never has been right weH in his head 

* ever fincc that crazy Phlogos began to fet them 

* sdi agog by fpeeching to them in the halU about 

* liberty, and the Lord knows what. Hie ufed to run 

* about after him from hall to hall, as the people do 

* now after Weftly and the fwadlhig preachers. It 

* was then he firft began not to mind his work, and 

* the gentlemen in the city, who employed him,thought 

* him a madman. Many a night have we gone to 

* bed (bpperlefs fbr the good of our coumry, as he 

* called It, and were reduced to ftarving> to pujldown 

* the board of aJdefmen. When the D r waa 

* drove away for abuting every body, he grew 

* pretty quiet, and minded his bu(incfi» till he grew 
. * mad again about Roger : indeed then 1 thought he 

* would have gone into Bedlam in-good earneft, for 

* he Was one c^the foremoft of the mob at the par- 

* Itament hpufe : mftead of godly ballads and Poor 

* Robm'^ Almanack, we had nothing but red and black 

* YiAn palled' on our walls ; but when Roger quitted 
*• them all, and took the peniion, he took his oath ne^ 
' v«r to mind parties again, and to ftiek to his^ work. 

* He continued quiet, and we began once more to be 

* in a thriving condftion, till that wicked FreemanV 

* Journal came oiit, and he grew mad again : many a 
*' rime has he given a penny for it when my children; 
♦^ Wanted broad : you will hardly believe mc when I , 

* tell ycfu that he has turned writer for it. Ever fince 

* the late vacancy for the city, he thinks of nothing but 

* a fit perfon to^ reprefent it. He has fcarce a Ihoe to 
*. hi* foot, or a coat to his back. The times are very 
•^ hard, and my poof , I may almofi fay fatherlefs chil- 

* dren, are famifting for want of bread, while he is 

* trembiine more for the Kberties of his Country, than 

* for ftarving. 

• Now, Mr. Wagftaffe, my buiineft with you is 

* this, that whereas you are a gentleman who fet up 

* fbr telling people their faults ; for charity fake, write 

* fomething m ypor Batchblor to warn my poor 

* hulband and other unfortunate tradefmen, who are 
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* in the iame condition, of their misfortunes and wiclc- - 

* ed ways, and tell them it is fitter for them to earn 

* honeft bread by their trades, for themfelves and their 

* families, than to be concerning themfelves about 

* what does not belong to them, and more becomes 

* their betters to meddle about ; I aflure you that I 

* am afraid that he and niany others will be idle enough 

* till the eledtion is over. I know my hu(band vvill 

* mind but little what you can fay about that or any 

* thing el(e ; for I often heard him fay you were a 
' Jefuit in dilguife, becaufe you do not like the Free- 

* man's Journal: however, your advice can do no 
' harm, and give us a paper, if it be only for the de- 

* cency of the thing ; if the huibands will not read it* 
' the wives will, and you may be fure will tell thein-. 

* roundly of it, * This being all from. Sir,. 

♦ Your humble fei vant to command,)^ 
DeboraB;Distaffe.'" 
I heartily pity my unhappy correfpondent, but flif. 
has aillgned me a tafk, which is quite out of my 
fphere, viz. that of reftoring madmen tOvtheir ligbt^ 
reafbn $ that, I ihould rather leave to the ingenious 
Mr. Jennings at the Broad- (loBe» and Ubdi&ve even* 
he, would be at a lo(s to know' how to cure this fort' 
of phrenzy ; however, 1 cannot helprrefie£ting, that if 
thefe patriotic tradefmen, whofe. whole fludy is the- 
good of their poor coufltry^ would oc^ilidec^thixi^ iit a* 
proper light, they wouid fee that -theret ia jio way in- 
which they couW ferve it fo efFefluallj^, as by exerci- 
fing their refpedHve trades with hoaeft indufty ; for if 
by idbnelsi and atte,ndiiig to public affairs more than to 
their own private ones, individuals become bankrupt, 
the kingdom muft, in the end, bfe fo toov Therefore 
the greateft enemies which this poor countryman. have, 
to hu^^ the liberty and property of it, are thofe very 
people who are rimning riotin the fupport of it. This, 
let me aifur^ them of, that any man who hinders a 
iingle tradefman one day from following his bu(ine/s, 
does more of mifchief to his country by it, than ever 
he did or will do of benefit to it, by all the fulfome 
harrangues he is able to utter. J. 

No. 42, 
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No. 42. Saturday^ December 27. 

Volucriqttt ftmiHima fonmo, ViRG. 

— — — Like an airy vidon of the night. 

IT IS a very doubtful point, whether th^^^rt of 
printing has done more good or harm to the 
worfd ; whether the minds of men have been more 
enlightened by it, or inveloped in the dark clouds of 
ignorance and error. If they have been iilu mined 
by the noble lights of philofophy and religion, have 
thev not on the other hand been ot^fcured by th^ fal(« 
fopniiims of Sceptics and Deifts ? If we have gai« 
ned the works of many w;onderful geniufei by it* 
have we not alfo the filthy rubbiih and nonefenfe of 
infamous fcribiers ? (o that upon a balance, I am incli- 
ned to think, that mankind have been rather Ipfers 
than gainers by it ; that they have been bewildered 
in ^alihood.s, rather than led into the paths of truth, 
and that they have acquired a falfe tafle indead of 
found judginent. , 

The works of a Clarke, an Addifon, or a Locke, 
would have been handed down to us by means of 
nianufcript, as well as thofe of Plato or Tully ; 
whereas the execrable reveries of Wolfton, TindaJ, 
Tolaaidi Voltaire, Roifeau, and the other rabble of 
-deiftrcal writers, owe the continuance of their wren- 
ched being ^o the printing preffes ; fo, that„ ma- 
thematically (peaking^ the benefit arifing from^thit 
4irr, has been in an inverfe ratio of the numbf r 
of books printed, I mean of modern ones. 

1 was ruminating on thisfubjedl the other evenii^ 
In my elbow chair, when 1 fell afleep, and the fuc- 
cefiion of this train oi ideas prefen ted to my imagi- 
juttfonthe following die^iii. I thought I was in a 

large 
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large open plain, where was aflembled a prodigious 
multitiKie of both (exes. They feemed to be a very 
happy people, and highly delighted with their fitu- 
ation, tho' wane and tnifery appeared in the -coun- 
tenances of moft of them, and their .weeds we^e 9II 
over coarfely patchM. They enconipailed me a- 
Tound, and with loud acclamations of joy, welcom- 
ed me to Graph RAR.IA, ortheknd of Scriblers. 
I was not at all.pleafed when I found where I was, 
and wanted to retire, wh^ a woman came 'up and 
accofLed me : her face and hands were all over be- 
fmeared with ink, and her garments were made of 
^ubfetiption papers, title pages, and indexes of 
books. ** Stranger" "fays flie, '^ I congratulate 
•* you, that even old as you appear to be, you arc 
•* arriTed in this happy land ; I am the goddefs of 
** thw place, your endeavours to retreat is vain ; 
** and if you will put yourfcif under my guidance, 
^* and protedion, I will conduft you with thefe 
<< yofur fellow travellers, to a pountrv where you 
** wiU-enfoy all the happine&of Elyiium: fbuow 
" mcj you nnift crofs a river, and then you will 
*• arrive at Aofe happy regions.'* I faw no remedy, 
and therefore obeyed. I marched with the croud 
uiider her conduct, and we moved with as muck 
noife as a ftock of wild geefe, or the army of 
cranes mentioned in Homer ^ the nearer we approa- 
ched the river, the more it was encreafed ; I ob- 
ierved alfo the air become darker, till at the very 
banks of the riyer it vi^^darkntfs vifible^ as Milton 
fays. 

1 enquired the name of it, and was told it was 
called the river of Dulhess, and that the counti7 
on the other fide was the region of PoputAR Ap- 
* PLAUSiB. There were flaOies of a fcitid of falfe fire 
lifcean Fgnus Fatuiis,.contlandy darting from it, by 
which, notwfthilanding the obfcurity of the air, I 
^could diftinguifh objects. The river was black and 
muddy, and (eemed to have no current. It emit- 
ted a mdft ihocking ftench, owing as I was inform 
med, to certain ftrata of^iatking, poHbnous mi- 
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.^nefais which lay at the bottom. Thefe were Pride* 
Ignoranee, Lu&f DelCai, Eni^y, D^ra^ion^ Ma- 
'lice. Conceit, Bigotry, EnthuliaCm, Party, Cant, 
a^d Nonfenfey'^with many more, the names of which 
I have forgot. What was moll amazing, although 
« thefe peftileatial vapours were to me very oflFendve* 
l^t to my t companions thcjr were the reverfe, and 
they fnutfed i^Q odours^f them with rapture. In 
«^fhort, they all 4>lB4^^-tn with as much alacrity, as if . 
'it had been the Caildian Fountain. To recount 
ztiieirAunahewv would make a longer catalogue than 
. Homer ^ves of the < Grecian arniy. What (hoals 
' of Poet«, Tragic, Coniic, Heroic, Elegiac, Lyric, 
vPaftorai, aitd Farcicai ;.Hift«iy and Novel monger*, 
r (efpecially «f^ the ■ latter, thofe ^ who ^ write lives and 
^adventures in a fertes of letters) Commentator^ 
'Critics, and Tranfiators: the hackney (criblers for 
magazines and newis-papers, and phamphleteers, 
^mvere -as ^htck as the meui ihai pHph th g^ fitn 
rihams. The poor creatures >exer^ what little 
'ftrength they had, rifte ulurioris a«M»v, with an 
' ^4|;ef defice of the oppofite bank; thoufands pe- 
^rtmed 6>r one that Attained it, and even the un- 
f happy people wiio accompliihed their wiihes, were 
^'blrt^ mort lived in that variable climate. 
, CkrlCa funk very often, being Incuntbred wifk 
^100 long robes, and* at length reached the ifliore, 
ibreathlefs ^and laiot, and Toon after died of a con- 
ffumption : Emilins and Sophia took in large draughts 
'of this bilefcl rivec* went frec^uently to the bot- 
tom, and^.canse no begrimed vntk the Hkh of the 
'ftrata I mentioned; and when they attempted to 
Uand, they were (fcordhed to .death hy the flafhcis. 
Triftram Shahd)^ played as many tricks in the water as 
rboys fwtmnii^ and ikipped and danced when he got 
?«afliore 3tr Launcelot Greaves * appeared in tole- 
^rablefpiKts, tho*«nnder the weight of Don Quixote's 
rarmour which <he !(tole. The females who came gig- 
rglingand laughiQg'Wdat4own by cro04>s, and ,were 



• -The Uft novel wrote by Smo lls^t. 
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never more feen, But, oh, wonderful! I fawmj 
friends of the Free frefs every inftant diving to the 
bottom, and, bringing up handfuls of the mud aod 
dirt, flung them at the people all around : they ai- 
. med at me feveral times, tho' I endeavoured to 
keep at a diftance from them. They were either 
auk ward markfmen, or the dirt did not dick, for I 
could perceive none of it on my cloaths. When 
I was retiring out of their reach, feveral fpedlres in 
huge periwigs came behind me, and endeavoured to 
puih me into the river ; I bounc'd afide to avoid it, 
and In the a^ion waked. W« 

Na 43. Tuefday^ Dectmber 30. 

: — \ 7 — ' ' ' 

Laudator temperis a^ HoR. 

Thus^old men prattle, and with tedioHS prai(e. 
Tell o*er the manners of their youthful days. 

THERE Is no charafter In the Iliad drawn with 
more judgment, <)r more according to nature^ 
' than that of Neftor. Old age is lovely va him, as it 
Is accompanied with' good i'enfe drawn from long 
experience, the chara6ter h all along finely fuftained 
by the poet, for we find him^on all oocafions giving 
his advice to the -Greeks, (a privilege old men arc 
fond of aifuming) and at the fame time extolling to 
the fkies thofe heroes who flourifhed in his youthful 
days. He thought the warriors at Troy but ftrip- 
llngs in comparilbn of them, and that if he were a 
young man again, he could do more than any of 
them. Horace, no doubt, had him in view when 
he drew the fine character of old age in his Art of 
Poetry, of which my motto is a part. 

As nature always is the fame, we fhall find this 
till to be the charaaeriftic of age. There it 

Scarce 
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fearce a man, who is ** declined into the vale of jean/' 
who does not look down with pity, and contempt on 
the times he lives in, and thinks mankind vaftiy de- 
generated from what they were when he was young. 
They have a mean opinion of any but their own con- 
temporaries, and look upon the preient race of men at 
meer raw boys in comparifon ofthofein their times. 
Mv old friend, Colonel Barnacle, is one of thefe old 
faihioned antideluvians ; he is ever running down the 
prefcnt, and praifing the former days :^ ** Ay, ay, Mr. 
•* Wagftaffe,' he lays, *' the good old times were 
** not like thefe j they were good ; the people for- 
** merly were better than now. You may remember, 
** when we were boys," (and by the bye he is, ten 
years older than me) •* that things were quite difFer- 
♦• ent from what they are now.'* If he has a mind to 
praifeany, he calls thtm good old fajbiori'd people. Like ' 
Neftor, he tells you of exploits performed by himfelf and 
others in his a6Hve part of life ; and at the fame time 
gives you to underftand, that they would be above the 
-power of mortals now a-days to perform. 

I met the old gentleman the other day in town, and 
we agreed to dine at a tavern ; we had a good dinner 
and good wine i but the colonel would not allow that 
the taverns arc now as good as they were formerly, 
although to my knowledge they are vaftly better. Jn 
ihort, nothing modern could pleafe him. When I 
called to him for a fine lady as a toaft, " Alas !'* fays 
he, ** I do not fee a handfome woman now-adays ; 
** where will you findfuchaonenowjasyourauntMar- 
** gery Wagftatfe was fifty years ago ?" In order to 
get the better of his partiality to antiquity, I prevailed 
on him that evening to go with me to one of the play- 
houfes, as I knew they were by many degrees fuperi* 
or to thole in his time. The play was exquiiitely well 
done ; and Barry, (without prejudice the modern 
Roicius) Dancer and Fitzhenry, topt their cnaradters. 
However, I wps difappointed 5 my friend the Col. did 
not feem much affeded : but I was reiblved to try him 
a iecond titne, and contrived to bring him the next 
n^t to Smock-alley : the play was as well performed 
«s poflible, and Moifop exerted thofc noble talents of 

Vou I. I , judgment 
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judgment ar.d voice, which he is perfedt mafter ©f, 
and which Betterton was famous for. My friend was 
Aill diffatisfied, and the only pleafure he leemed to 
take, was that of fitting fo many houis in a houfe where 
he had feen plays in the beginning of this century. 
When I aflced him his opinion of our players, he gave a 
figh, " ah, my friend," fays he, ** they are nothing 
** to the a€lors 1 remember; I have known Tom 
" Elrington in the part of B^yaeet to be beard all o- 
** ver the Blind Quay, and I do not believe you could 
** hear Barry or MofTop out of the houfe." When I 
heard him advance fo manifeft an ablurdiry, f did nor 
contradi^ him, but left him happy in the high opinioB 
of his favourite ranter. . 

I fancy there are many old fellows who form as 
wrong judgments of the (cenes of real life, as the 
colonel does of theatrical ones. If we trace this pre- 
judice to the bottom, we (hall find it to arife from 
pride. That as the times, when they were in the ac- 
tive feafon of life, were better than now ; fo they, who 
were bufy agents in them, muft of courfe excel thofe 
who are now a£ling on the ftage of life. I admire 
that noble pafTage of Swift's in his Gulliver, with re- 
gard to the Strulbrugs, where he makes them, after 
they had lived too long in the world, grow tired of 
-their immortality, and wifh for death. I 



No. 44. Saturday^ January 3, 1767. 



Felicejlery et amplius^ 

^os irrupta tenet copula, lioR. 

Thtice happy they, in pure delights, 
Whom love with miutual bonds unites. 

MATRIMONY has teen ever held in efteem awf 
veneration by ail wife and civilized nation*. Ff 
the laws of Lycurgus, celibacy was reckoned infamous 

amongft 
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amongft the Lacedaemonians, and punifhcd in a moil 
extraordinary manner ; for in the nrfl place, the old 
batchelor was conftrained to walk naked, in the depth 
of winter, through the market place ; and whiiil he 
did this, he was obliged to fing fome verfes in difpa- 
ragement of himfelf ; moreover, he had none of thofe 
honours paid him which were the peculiar privilege 
of old age, and were very great in Sparta, it being held 
vnreaibnable that the youth (hould venerate him. who 
was refolved to leave none of his progeny behind him* 
to revere them in their turns when they fliould grow 
old : nay^ the Spartan laws went (b far as to fix a cer- 
tain time for marriage, and if a man did not marry 
when he was of full age, he was liable to an adion. 
As an encouragement to marry, a man who had three 
children had great immunities from the (late, and he 
who was bleffed with four, was free from all taxes 
whatfoever. Inducements of this kind were neceffary, 
to make amends for the want of fortune, for the vir- 
gins there were to be married without portions. The 
reafbns alledged for this, were, that neither want ihould 
hinder a man, nor riches induce him to marry, con- 
trary to his inclinations. 

Nor were the laws of Solon at Athens, lefs calcu- 
lated to encourage this neceffary inftitution. There 
are fome things in them fo very particular, and fo con- 
trary to our cuftoms, that I cannot help recounting 
them. . , 

He fena€ted, that a bride ihould bring rto more home 
with her than three gowns, and fome (light houfliold 
goods df little value, and that the bride and bride- 
groom (hould be (hut into a room together, and there 
eat a quince : the bride likewi(e brought an earthen 
pan, wherein barley was parched, to the houfe of her 
huibarid. The reafon aiiigned for all this was that 
Solon deiired to render marriage no mercenary bufinefs, 
but a contraft of minds founded upon mutual affedion, 
as being the only foh'd fouridatibn whereon a durable 
and happy union could be cemented. The eating of 
a quince implied, that their difcourfes ought to be 
pleafant to each other, that fruit having the efficacy to 
make the breath fwect; the earthen veffel fignifi- 
l z ^ cd. 
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.ed» that file undertook the care of the houie and 
. fainily. 

By what I have extracted from the laws of thefe 
two great legiflators, we may know what their fenti- 
.mentswere with regard to marriage. Howneceflary 
they thought it to the welll>eing of fbciety, and to 
'tender their refpedtive dates happy and flourifliing. If 
they had imagined that promifcuous concubinage 
would have an(wered thofe ends better, and made their 
.countries more populous, (an abfuidity which many of 
> our modern fine gentlemen, who call themfelves Free- 
thinkers, maintain) they would certainly have allow- 
.ed it, rand have taken off that curb upon the indi- 
gnations of the bucks at Athens and Sparta, efpecial- 
ly at the latter place, as Spartan dames were well in- 
vclined. 

We find Socrates, Plato, Tully, and in fhort, all 

'the great lights of the heathen world, great advocates 

for the married ftate ; fo that it is not an inflitution 

of yefterday, or a piece of prieftcraft, as its enemies, 

the deifts, foolifhly alledge. 

What a lovely picture of conjugal love, does Homer 
prefent to us in the fixth Iliad, in the Epifode of Hec- 
tor and Andromache. It is very affe^ling in Pope's 
beautiful tranflation of it ; but I defy a reader of any 
tafte to view it in the original with dry eyes : it would 
make even aBATcuBLOR weep. In what a different 
point of view does he fet forth the adulterous luft of 
Faris and Helen : in the married pair we behold the 
iincere conflant glow of a mutual ilame.Jcept up by a 
conicioufnefs of virtue, which nought but death could 
extinguifh : in the others, the inceftuous pafHon of a 
rake and a keeper in the man ; and the remorfe of t 
guilty confcience, inve6tives and reproaches, on the (idc 
of the wretched woman. Nor does he end here, his 
OdyfTey is aimoft one continued encomium on the kap- 
pineis of the married ftate, and draws a mod noble 
and ufeful pattern of it in the unfhaken conftancy of 
Ulyifes, and the matchlefs fidelity of his chafte Pene- 
lope. Even Horace, who was a Batchelor* and a 
man of plea Aire, had more fenfe than to decry it, 1% 
our modern ones do ; but on the contrary, extols it in 
•any places. I dare 
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I dare fay whoever will take the fufFrages of the 
antient poets and philofophers,- will find that they will 
all agree in condemning celibacfi and m recommend- 
ing marriage. Milton, who refembles them more than 
any of the EnglilH poets, has very beautiful pafTages- 

in praife of it but I have not room to quote 

them. 

Methinks the reader will be furprifed that a man 
who has declared himfelf to be an old Batchelor; 
ihould run into fuch raptures of happineis he never ex- 
perienced, and that if he had been married he would 
talk in quite another flrain : to this I anfwer, that 
perhaps marrfed people are not fb fenfible of their own 
felicity as they ought to be, as men do not perceive the 
bleflings of health whilfl they enjoy it : belides, T can 
affure my reader, the fault was not mine, that I did not 
long a^o enter into that happy ftate : the particulars of 
my misfortunes in this refped, 1 fhall give in a fiiture 
Speculation. I fhall conclude, by obferving^ that a 
virtuous married couple, who have a competent fhare 
of health and fortune, and are endued with a moderate 
fliare of good fenfe and good humour, enjoy a greater' 
portion of real happineis than crowned heads are capa* 
ble of who are fingle. T 
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Tathe BATCHELOR. 
Sir, 

I Send you the following trifle of an idle hour, which, 
perhaps, may prove entertaining to fome of your 
readers. Yours, &c, 

Hillary Term, I766, P vcrfus C, in the ComtMn 
^ Vitas. 

TWO minifters in the repuhlick of Utters. 
Had a quarrel^ as oft is the cafe of their betters ; 
I 3 'they 
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They did mt, like mortals, decide it with/words, 
But rejied their caufe 9n the p<nver of loords. 
Squire P *was the Plantiff^ lady C the defendant, 
7he Point of Precedence the Caufe then dependant ; 
And I tvas appointed the Judge I afjure ye^ 
One and twenty remained a, which made up the grand 

jury. 
All matters adjufted, at length came the day. 
When f quire P thus politely propounded his Plea : 
That I ever nvas found in Contention till now. 
My hittereft enemy dare not a^votv : 
If of this my opponent he equally Clear ^ 
May hereafter at large and more fully appear. 
When the kingdom of letters firfi appear d on the fiagty 
By fome fuppofd Prior to the f am* d golden age, 
I then ivas appointed to, indeed, a lo*w ftation. 
But I rejled 'well Pleased for the good of the nation : 
The Poft then affignd me r<ve held to this day. 
And fill d it 'with honour, Tll<oenture to fay, 
.And here let me hope that it 'w'.ll not difpleafe. 
In fo 'weighty a matter, if I found my o<wn Praife : 
Had I ever defer ted or quitted my Poft, 
Muft not every thing Precious hafue'flraightivay heen loft j 
Would your Parliament, Privilege, Property, Ponxer, 
Deprived of my aid^ f-^^fifl for one hour ^ 
Tour Peers and your People depend upon me^ 
And a Prince is no Prince ifdeprivd of a P. 
Thus true to wy trufi, I Perfornid my duty. 
And no one 'wiUfay that I have not heen true t^ou. 
But nvw to thefubjeB of this days dehate 
A ne'w member has lately Crept into theftate. 
And takes 'way of the mojiof the P^ime-eval letters •*, 
Tho^ their a^s alone 'will prove them herhetters : 
An upfiartjhe is^ no one knovjs 'whence fbe Came, 
Nor mhretjos nor Greeks ^ ever heard of her name. 
Uninvited jbe comes, none her aid did implore. 
We may voant it as 'well as for ages he fore 5 
'Tivere eajy to prove heyond difputation, 
She'^s unfit to reftde in a Civilized nation : 



(1) Of ihe alphabet. 

(b) Lady C holds the third place in the alphabet. 

(c) There is no letter C in Creek or Hebrew. 
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Of e^vry Cahai fite's the firfi grand Promotif*^ 
And no Capital Crimes are Committed luithout her: 
But I trefpafs too hngyfo ivith humble fubmijpon^ 
To this ivorjhipful bench I prefer this Petition ;— 
That this new lady C, v)ho appe^^rd but of late ^ 
Be from henceforth for e<ver expeird from ourjiate ^ 
Or if yov^re difposd tojhe^w Pity unto her. 
And continue her filly let her Jit next tlje doori 
At Uaii let her fit- on afeat'hel&w me; 
And alnvays gi^ve Place to- Petitioner P * 

Lady C nopw arofe^ and *with deliberation ^ 
Thus ftropve to Confute this grand accufation. 

I Jballnot begin as is done notv a- days, 
Tg PulPit in Publick my own Private Praife j 
Nor Jball PaJJion Provoke me tofer<uemy oton ends^ 
By Proclaiming aloud the faults of my friends, 
Pm accuid to this Court as anupftart intruder , 
Uninvited, un*wanted, andwhat'tsfiUruder,-^ 
Of Capital Crimes, Cabals, and vohat not ; 
7%o' this Court are all Confcieus I *vuas ne^erin a Plot^ 
Of a bill of exclujion Pm no <voty afraid. 
For there'' 5 none of you all but at times ivant my aid. 
But as to degrading me, I humbly fubmit 
To vohatever this tvorjbipful Court fball think fit : 
Tet I hope you' II Confirm me in the feat J fit on ; 
My rank is fill higher ^ at the Court of Great-Britain : 
There, unrivalfd If and, and give place unto none 
But tht monarchy (Godblifs htm) voho fits on the throne, 
Tbo^ thus highly exalted, to you all I appeal^ 
If by Pride I fer injur' dour great Common voeal i 
To ivhich of you have I Precedence denfd. 
For the Publick good, ivhich ivas alnvays my guide, 
J march in the front ivhen the Cafe demands Care, 
In dangrous emergenCe Pmfeen in the rear : 
To none of you alivutis my aid e'errefuid^ 
Not even to him by vohom Pm accused: 
Ihe Perfection he boafts of, vjhate'er his Conceit, 
Without f»y ConCurrenCe Can ne^er be Compleat : 
But t0)0U Confcript fathers my Caufe I Commend.-^ 
Then Curtffd Compos dly^ andfo made an erid^ 

1 4 . - Both 

(d) Cbailottc, Queen. 
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B^tb Parties 'voen now ordered tmt of the 'Place ^ 
*fiU the judge and the jury Conjider'd the Cafe j 
True Jiatefmen they nvere ; the Chief Point in debate 
fVas to end the difpute ^without hurting the fiate. 

After much Pros and Com up rofe W the fogey 
For Wifdom and Worth the delight of the age j 
And mov d that fquire Y fbould«withdraw his Petition, 
And join lady C in a ne*w Coalition ; 
That all former quarrels he miv laid afide^ 
And the Parties adw^d to he cloftly allfd ; 
That the benefits *vohichfrom this union ivouldfpring, 
Muft make it to all a defirable thing. 
To this Prudent motion the ajfembly agree ^ 
And the Parties being CaWd^ they are told the decree ^ 
They both by their looks appear nvell content j 
•Stf P made Propofals^ ana C ga^ve Confent. 

Thus ended at length this trouhlefome Caufe^ 
And thro^ the whole Court rung a buzz ofapplaufe 5 
The genius of letters flood innji{ibly by. 
And joyfully helped to make one in the cry : 
•* May the hands n^er di*uide *which this day have been 

Plighted, 
<* May the P'j and the Q's be for ever united,^ 

But here, left the *witlings miftake vobat I mean^ 
And give to nvf lines a Conftru6lionobfcene ; 
Give me leave to explain them, and fbevo how theyVe 

bit, 

For C ftandsfor CHATHAM»4in^P ftands for Pitt .• 
And let Cavilling Cri ticks fay all that they Can, 
Will. Pitt and Lord Chatham is ftill the fame 

man ; 
And vthat^s better ftill, he Chan^d nought but his name^ 
As he's ftill the fame man,fo the man^s ftill the fame. 
Then let me repeat that vnith which Pm delighted, 
•* May the P V and the Os be thus ever united ; 
May Prerogative join in the Commons fupport. 
And Parliaments Prove the heft friends to the Court j 
May Patriots over our Councils Precide, 
May Courtiers^ftr People and Prince ne^er divide ; 
May our Clefgy ivith Piety ever be crowned. 
May our Church full of Penitent People be found i 

Mmy 
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Afojr Papifis all meet ivitb Converfion moftfpeeJy, 

May Charity fuccour the Poor and the needy ; 

And 'wherever Poverty makes his abode ^ 

May Content be an inmate to lighten the load ; 

May Pride ever meet tvith Contempt anddi/dain ; 

May invading Pretenders meet Culloden Plain : 

And now to have done tvith my PV and C'i, 

Let alihoneft men join in Pray*er 'with bent knees -^ 

That Power^ Promotion, Place, Penjion and Peerage^ 

Mity reviord honefi CuArn am for guiding our fteerage. 



No, 46. Saturday^ January lO. 

Laudatur ah his, culpatur ah illis, Hon. 

By fome he's prais'd, by oth^s he's condemn'd. 

I Find that my laft paper on the laws of Lycucgus, 
relative to celibacyi has produced mc a whole . 
pacquet of letters from different perfons. Some 
blame me for the mention of old cuftoms, which are 
exploded above two thoufand years (ince» as if I ^ 
wanted to revive them ; others applaud me, and wifh 
they were now In u(e amongft us. For my part, J 
(hall not declare my opinion on either fide of the . 
' queftion in fo flidfe a point, but fhall'laj^ foiue of the ^ 
letters I have received before the judicious reader > 
and let him determine upon the matter. 

To ri(^ Batch B LOR, at the Mercury in Parliaments^- 
ftuet.r 

• Mr. Batchslor, 

• T Read your palper the other mori^g at Weak^ft, 
' A to n^ mamma dhd an old maiden iunt of mine^ 
' Mrs. Matilda Grave-airs, about the old bitchelors 

* going naked thro' the ftreets in fome place with a 

I 5 • Latin 

Digitized by Google 



«k 



,78 W/BATCHELOR. No. 46, 

* Latin name. My mamma and I were vaflly delight* 
« ed with it, and wiflied to God there wai fuch a 

* law here. Lord ! what a 6ne fight would it be to 

* fee all the fully old batcbelors in town forced to 
« go naked ; fuppofe from Newgate to College-green. 

* I am iure there would be more people to look at 

* them than at a man going to be hanged. Oh, 

* what a deal would many girJs of my acquaintance 
« give for a window in Caftle-ftrect, or Cork- hill, or 

* l)ame-ftreet, to fee them pafs by ? It would be de- 

* lightful to fee many of the old fops and fribles (who 
A always admired theinfelv^s. too. much ever to ad- 
** mire us) (hivering of a cold frofty day, withput.-a 

* 'ffitch on them. 

* While I was running on in this way to mamma, 
' my aunt, who is a gieat prude, was reading your 

* paper ; and all of a fudden throws it down, pulls 

* off her fpedtacles, and fays, *• Sifter, I wonder 
hbw you can fuffer that idle baggage to prate in 

f that aia^nqer;^ ^or my part, when^ I was rof her 
** age 1 would fcarce look at a man with his cloaihs 
•* on. Jet alone a. parcel of paked /eJlpws ; but the 
** girls now-a-days are to6 forward. I proteft," 
(taking up the paper again and fixing on her fpe^a* 
cles) " 1 do, not know, what Mr. Wagftaffe n:eans 
'* by all this? does he imagine that fiich an out- 
•'; la^difli cuftom of naked fellows drivings through 
** the ftreets, would ever be allowed \n a chriftian 
'' country ? But I will write to hini ^hjs very inftant, 
** to fcold.him for putting fuch; things in his paper, 
" which are not proper fo*" youii^ girJs to read." So 

* Hie went up to l^er room to write to you, and I 

* wifh you joy, for 1 am fure you have got niy aunt 
* . Matty's heart by it, which will fave you from 

* walking naked. Now, do^ deal",* dear Mr. WagftafTe, 
' try all your interefl to' "get a law made to make 

* thofe old fellows walk nake^. if you can, and if 

* jou do, I would marry you myfelf to fave you, if 

* 3fon don't fike my aiiDt...'jOhi. it woukl be Jute 

* fport, and befides it would mdce it cafier f& us 

* poot >girl» ro gee huibands. . Then the young fel- 

• lows 
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* lows would be as much afraid of being old batche- 

* lors, as we are of being old maids. What do you 

* think if thofe old rogues were to get a few lalhes 

* to warm their backs as they went along, to put 

* fome life in them ; may be iome of them might be 

* whipt into matrimony by it. For goodnefs fake, 

* dear fir, write more about this thing, 1 am fure ail 

* the young girls in the kingdom will be obliged to 

* vou, and fo will I. 

* B. TiFKIN.' 

' P. S. I forgot, at what age is a man an old 

* batchelor ? Are they to go quite naked ?' 

* To Jeoffry Wagstaffe, E/qi at the Mercury, 

• Mr. WAGSTAFFBf. 

* T Write thi^.to give you a tuneing for your inde- - 
* ' JL cent p^per the other day, about a parcel of 

* Parthka> old batchelors going naked through the 

* ftreets. Heaven forbid weihould ever have fuch 

* an. odious fhocking fight in this city, as filthy naked 

* men in the ftreets. Oh, the thoughts of a naked 

* man makes me fhudder every limb of me. J would 

* much rather iee .them going to be hanged with their 

* cloaths on, than to fee them only walk naked. I 

* "am fure 1 would go a hundred miles to avoi^T the 

* -fight. Do, Mr. WagftafFe, let them be hanged 

* -with allvmy iieart, if they will notiiMirry, but let 

* us have none -of your naked .men. . I am too good 

* 'a chriftian to fuflfer. you or any gejicleman, to go in 

* that indecent manner j and I know many ladies who 

* are as = good natured^s I, not. but I.aflure you I ' 

* have had many good offers in my time, and could 

* ilill, but in a cafe of this fort one would not fee 

* one's fellow-creature in diftrefs, and I hate naked ' 

* -men,. 

• I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 

' Matilda Graveairs.' 
•7f 
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* Tip (be BATCHELOt> at /^r Mercury in Parliament* 

' ftrtet, 

* S I R. 

* T Read your paper on the Spartan lawrrelatiye 

* X, to celibacy. 1 think the puniihment was very 

* juft, in a country where wives were eafily had, and 

* where prudery and coquetry, were not known. 

* Now I think it would be very hard to punifli ui. 
' when in this country the fault does not he in ours, 

* but in the fair fex. 

* I am an old batchelor like yourfelf, and yet am 

* not to blame ; for let me afTure you, that in the (pace 

* of forty years, I paid my addrelFes to above lour- 

* (core different women, and was either jilted or re- 

* filled by them all. Now, Sir, as I think the pu- 

* niihment fliould follow the guilt, I would propofe, 

* that fuch old maids as have in their time refufcd 
' good matches, and were obftinately tenacious of 

* their virginity, when they might have parted with 

* it to good hufbands ; that thefe, I fay, fhould be 

* obliged to make a naked proceifion once a year. 

* If in winter, as fig-leaves could not be had, I 

* would allow -them the largeft dock- leaves they could 

* procure on the occafion. Then fhould we fee ma- 

* ny of thefe hard-hearted old tygrefTes regretting 

* their pafl folly, who now comfort themfelves with 

* cards and fcandal, and are worfe than old cats in 
' families. This would be a terror to many young 
' girls, who are fo fqueamifh and hard to be pleafed. 

* If our legiflatuie would pafs a law of this kind, it 

* would produce many good effedts, efpecially for 

* promoting matrimony. It might juftly be intitled, 

* An A& fw tht more effeSually peopling of this ifng- 

* Am, 

^ I am. Sir, your humble fervant, 

* and brother Batchelor, 

* Efhraim Singli.' 
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* P. S. Quere, Can the wife of an Italian finger 

* plead the privilege of exemption, as a married wo- 

* man, when (he grows old ? or is fhe to be deemed 

* an old maid ?* 



From the Mercury in Parliament- ftreet. 

Landlord here's to you. 

U ^^M forty to fee you alone ^^ quoth nrfhofi \ 

X And fo 'would obtrude him to drink at nrf coft. 
** Companions I never viant^ and thofe the hefi ;— 
" ^hisfage of old Rome^ fee ! in gilt leather njeft^ 
<' Whofe fentiments glvwing in phrafes refin'd^ 
•* At once 'ujarms the heart, and enlightens the mind** 

JVith tvine treat tirf landlord^ yet pay for his meat I ^^ 
Accurfed he the cuftom iimpofefucb a cheat. 
Whyfbould not each dealer indulge at nv^ cofl ? 
7be fruit-man, the cake- man, as tvell as mine hoft ^ 
Muft lof nvf muftngs and money he hamm-dl — 
Alone leave me, landlord I -^fool fafhion he d^^mn'd. 

The father's advice to his fon. 

TAKE to theftage, my fon, then to Heav'nyoy^n 
half VHty i 
rilhe hound for your failing, if you nvill hut pray. 

How far I'll agree^ with a player. 

*LL Hvalk andTll talk, fight, die, and all thai % 
But ixcttfe me, as you do, to drink or to eat. 



I 
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No. 47, Tuefday^ January 13. 

Nam njitiis nemo fine nafcitur : optimus tile eft, 
^i nimis urgetur* Ho R . 

For we all our vices have, and the bed 
Is he, who with the feweft is oppreft. 

TO attempt to eradicate the pafllons from the hu- 
man mmd, is not only chimerical, but even 
were it to be accompliflied, would be prejudicial, nay, 
deftrudive to mankind. The Stoic philoibphy was 
Very faulty in this refpedl ; it made all virtue to con- 
^\^ in plucking up all the paffions by the roots, and 
by that means rendered the mind a meer caput wdr- 
tuuMy by taking' from- it the only- incentives to laudable 
and virtuous adl^ons. Tlie pallions were implanted in 
us by our. wife and good Creator, forthe-nioft noble 
purpofes ; for without them, we fhould be as con- 
xemptible in the fcak of beings^ as the wOrm that crawls 
on thejearth* Ic is not the ufe of them, but^the abufe 
of them that renders us vicious^. To fuppofe a man 
bom devoidjof any paffions, fuch as love, joy, hatred, , 
averfion, fear, or hope, what a poor wretch would he 
be ? how Uirle.uf^ftil to himlfelf ? how little beneficial 
tp fodety ? 

' Many even of the-chriftian writers have erred in 
this particular ; by eiideavour4ng to refine away 4iu- 
man nature, and inftead of making men more exceU 
lent beings, would reduce them to infenfible ones. It 
never, therefore was, nor could be, the At^x^n of philo- 
fophy or religion to deftroy thofe feeds which provi- - 
dence had fown fo deeply in our hearts ; but oa the 
contrary, to nouiifti them by their precepts, and by 
the culture* of ri^ht reafon to weed out thofe tares,- 
. -iMrhich.a corrupr Imagination fcatter^ there. Socrates, . 
who was not only the wifefl, but the befl of uninfpir- 

cd. 
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ed mortals, acknowledged he had naturally a vaft 
flrength of unruly paflions, in that no'^ed ftory of the 
phyfiognomift, too well known to be here recited. 

Our paffions are the fprings of all our anions ; 
when properly direded, they lead us to what is good ; 
when miiguided and led aftray by falfe appetites, they 
hurry us away to evil. Kow if we weie formed with- 
out them, what motive could we have for doing a vir- 
tuoys adion, or wherein would our merit coniift, in 
avoiding an evil one? Can it be reckoned praife- wor- 
thy in an eunuch at Condantinople, that he does not 
commit a rape in the (eraglio ? No ; our whole merit 
lies in refifting evil, (when in our povi^er to commit it) 
which would be entirely loft if we had.no defire for it, 
no paflions to prompt us to it, A ni^fin, therefore, 
who is bora without them, is either lefs than a man, 
that is, a fool or an idiot ; or elfe is a being fuperior to 
human nature. 

There are fome men who hive by nature very 
ftrong paffions, yet would willingly pafjj tjpon the 
world as entirely void of any : thefe are cunning, fly, 
defigning hypocrites : they pky upon the paflions and 
weaKiieffes of others^ and are the moft dangerous 
men : thefe lagos are like the filent dagger of an 
afl"aflin, or the ftilletto, which tell not aloud the exe- 
cution they have done. Ricardo is one of this ibrt ; 
he is ever cool, becaufehe is a coward ; he raifes your 
. juft refentn^ent by th? moft inji^rious treatment, and 
then bears calmly your bittcreft reproaches, and fooths 
you like the jglofling tempter,: in Milton. Hie is ever 
ready: to injure you, a.nd then in the mqft fubmiflive 
teriAS to aik ypur pardon : he i& a bon-^qprnpaf ion over 
his cups, is the beft humoured fellow in thevir/>rld,and 
\grtn8 and fnule^ in yo>i f^ce while he is plotting your 
ruin* and would cu^ your throat if h? dare. As my 
motto;£iy9> inaman is borp ^K^ithout faults, yet furely 
that is the wotft of all faujts to conqeaj ouii^yice^^uo- 
der the maflc of virtue. L^r>i3. therefore avoid open 
. efTrootery of them ^n the on^.hand^and hyppcrily on 
• thO'Other. L^t us uot endeavour to l^eepthemp^t 
up wkhio us, to con&tn^,us like a hidden fir}? inward- 
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I7, or by covering the fore to make it rankle and fefter ; 
but let us rather heal it, and corred our faults bj the 
dictates of right realbn and religion. Thus by guiding 
our paflions within their proper channels, they will be- 
come the fources of happinefs to us, and reftore to 
mankind in refality that golden age which the poets 
only dreamt of. We ihould, in a great meafure, be 
free from many of the fafhionable vices, which prevail 
amongft us at this time ; fuch as immoderate gaming, 
French gallantry, as it is called, {that is the det^iuching 
married women,) and from many of thofe vices which 
are the growth of our own foil, but alfo from thofc 
imported to us from other countries. Then will 
dei(m and drCims be tranfpprted bgck from whence 
they came, and be for ever banilhed from this happj 
ifle. T 



From the Mercury in Parliament-ftrcet. 

Sed itnmedicahile vulnus 
Enfe recidendum ! ne pars fincera trabatur. O v i d . 

* Mr. HoEY, 

* f Have, iince the commencement of your paper, 

* \ read it with vaft pleafure, and often admired the 

* publick fpirit with which it hath been conducted, in 

* laihingatthe vicesf, follies and inunoralicies of the 

* age, by inferting the letters of your correfpondents 

* with that difcretiott and judgment^ which mull ren- 

* der the.MsacvRY entertaining to its readers. If 

* you will indulge me by giving a place in it to the 

* following narrative, in which no poifoned tkine will 

* be found, you will, I hope, reform perfbns whofe 
"* dlfpofttions hurl then! to futh bafe atttempt, and 

« tonvihce them how iinhappy they naay render indi- 
« Ividuals by fuch practices. 

* I have fpr many years kept honie in an a^ceable 

* part of this kingdom, enjoyed theiWeets of fociety 

* with many friends and acqMintances^ eitcmpt from 

* tluit 
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• that ridiculous ceremony, which is now become fo 

• prevalent. But in the niidft of this Elyfium of hap- 

• pinefs, fome Grangers fettling in the country, (the 

• vicinity of whofe habitations to mine, and the fitua- 

• tion in which fortune had placed them, induced me 

• to form, and keep up an acquaintance with) found 

• means to iniinuate the moft mah'dous falfhoods to 

• my friends, and to extirpate that harmony which fo 

• long fubfifted l^etween us. Thus deprived of that 

• hofpitality and Iriendfhip we fo long mutually en- 

• joyed, I made fbme overtures for a reconciliation, 

• and by inconteilible proofs convinced my old neigh- 

• hours of the bafe attempts of our new acquaintances* 

• and received the ftrongell aflurances, that our future 

• friendfhip fhould remam unfhaken againfl the virulent 

• blafts of malice and envy. 

* Good God ! how diftreffing muft it be to perfons 

• of this fort, if ever they ferioufly refledl on the evil 

• tendency of fuch pra£lices ? how contrary to the 
' didlates of reafonand humanity, to caufe dilTentione 
' among our fellow-creatures ? and how repugnant to 
*' that divine commandment* that we fliould love one 

• another? 

• I am, yours, &c. 

• AMICUS.' 



No. 48. Saturday y January 17. 

S^uidquid delirant reges^ fUBuntur AchM, Hor. 
When kings fall out, the fubjefts fuffer. 

TH E Iliad, which has juftly. been the admira- 
tion of all ages, has not been praifed more for 
any of its excellencies, than for the moral of its fable. 
It gives us a fine leflbn on the mifchiefs which fpring 

fiom 
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from difcord among princes, in the dilfention between 
Agamemnon and Achilles. After the Greeks had 
fpent nine whole years in belleging Troy, on accoant 
of a woman, thofe two heroes fall out about a girl, and 
by that means the people peii/hed, as Homer fays ; 
and to point ftill ftronger the evils of this difagree- 
raent, Troy was not to be taken until they were re- 
conciled by the death of Patroclus, and that Achilles 
joined his force, fmall as it was ; for it confided of but 
fifty fhips, and computing fifty myrmidons to eachfhip* 
his number of men did not amount to above 2500. 

If we look into hiftory, we (hall find the ruin of 
many ftates and kingdoms owing to the fame caufe. 
The ftates of Greece, by jarring and jealoufies amoi^' 
themfelves, at length became flaves to Philip of Maiw- 
don ; at Rome, the difTentions between the fenateand 
people were the fatal caufes of electing tribunes of the 
people, who in time (old the liberties of their country 
to Caefar. Our more modern hiftories al(b furnifh ur 
with many inftances to this purpoie ; witnefs the mi(^ 
chievous confequences which followed from the ani* 
mofities amongft the chriftian princes who went to re- 
cover the Holy Land ; witnefs the dreadful havock, 
(laughter and devaftation caufed by the difputes of the 
houfes of York and Lancafter in Ei^and. In (hort» 
we (hall find that many couatiieshave fallen (acrifices 
to this fiend, difcord 5 nor do I know of any that re- 
ceived any the leaft benefit from it except this very 
kingdom of Ireland ; I mean by its fallihe under the 
Englifh government, which happened in the following 
manner : The kingof Leinfkr ran away with the king 
of Briefness wife, (in the fame manner as Paris did 
with Helon) upon which our Irifh Menelaus applied to 
the king of Connaught for ailiAance, and thefe two 
confederate monarchs had (b far run down the Hiber- 
nian Paris, that he wjis obl'ged to apply to England for 
fuccours. This firft brought the English into this 
lci'ig;dom, and bid the foundation of that happy con- 
fu u'ion which we at prefent enjoy. 

As I am upon this fubje^, it would be unpardonable 
in me to omit making mention of the unhappy difagrec- 

ment 
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ment which at prefent fubfifts between our two great 
monarchs of the Irifh ftage. They are undoubtedly 
men of prodigious merit in their different cafts of play- 
ing; but it is not in the caft of my prefent paper to 
enter into a detail of their refpettive merits j all 1 (hall 
fey is, that I lament the unlucky difputes between 
them, which prevents them from forming (as they 
once did) the moft conipleat theatre I ever faw, or 
that 1 believe ever ilibfifted fince the golden age ot 
Betterron. As we can at prefent fee but one of them 
in any one night, half the pleafure of our entertain- 
ment is loft ; and as there are many plays where there 
are two top charafteis, each of which require the ut- 
raoft ikill of the a^or, where one of thefe is indiffer- 
ently performed, the whole play goes off" but flat and 
infipid. We are now therefore mutilated in the no- 
bleft recreation the human mind is capable of, that of 
having nature and Shakefpeare reflected to us from a 
true mirror. With what raptures have I feen Barry 
in Othello, wrought up to that green-eyed monfter, 
lealoufy, by MolTop in Iigo ? V^hat a Jaffier was the 
one ; what a Pierre the other ? But nOwalas ! though 
the Moor performs his part exquifitely, yet he is alone, 
and wan's his Antient to work him up ; and in Ve- 
nice Preferved, the beauteous Behidera^ like a *wretch 
that's doonid to banijhment^ comes voeeping forth. The 
misfortune of the puhlick is manifeft in almoft every 
other play, as well as in thofc I have quoted, to thofc 
. who frequent the play-houfes. What is worft of all* 
I fear they havemught enrich' d thcmfekes ly it, and made 
the puhlick poor indeed^ in point of entertainment. I al- 
fo fear that their fubjeds, |he under adors, have fuf- 
fered, as the fubjeds of other monarchs have done, by 
their difputes ; for in order to draw an audience to 
their houfe, each manager has been obliged, like the 
old Irifh kings, to call in foreign forces, fuch as wire 
dancers, dogs, monkeys and Italian Singers ; and to 
turn that feat of once rational amuefement into a 
Stretch's theatre or Sadler's Wells, and a ^ox l^ pra- 
teria nihil By this means their natural fubje6ls, the 
inferior players, were obliged to quit the ftage and 

kek 
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feek bread elfewhere. In thefe boifterous times, James 
Williams, who thought the poft of honour was the pri- 
vate ftation, made his exit from the theatre,- and now 
a6l8 the part of a ftationer, an earthenware and flannel 
merchant, in Bedford-row. His cataftrophe has been 
a good one, but I fear others have ended their part* 
more tragically. 

I fear it would exceed the limits of my paper to dt(' 
cant further upon this fubjeft. I (hall therefore con- 
clude, by wiihing that thefe two great players were a« 
much matters of their own paffionsrfts they arc of thofe 
of the audience. Theii fhould we fee, by a union of 
both houfes, the mott compleat theatre that ever was 
in this kingdom. Dancer and FitzHenry, who are the 
Porter of Oldfield of our times, would fliinc in their 
(pheres,-a8 Barry and MofTop would in theirs. 

P. S. I beg pardon of the monarchs of Ireland, for 
comparing to them thofe upftart fellows of Greece, 
who were but of yefterdgy,- and could not pretend to 
bc<)f near fo good or fo ancient families* as the Milc- 
fian princes were. I 



From the Mercury in ParUament-Jlreet. 

%* 7be following curious letter and attempt at rbimes^ 
appeared in the Freeman's Journal of Tuefday Janu- 
ary 1 3th, tvbicbyos it gave occafion to a future Batche- 
lor, is thought proper to infert here. 

7c /if C O M M I T T E E /or the conduBif^ tbi 
FREE-PRESS. 

* GENTtEMEK, 

• TN hiy Opinion, a Man in publick Bufinefs fhould 

* X make himfelf as few Enemies as poflible, and 

* keep his Paflionat and Zeal for the Religion he pro- 

• fefles, in Subjeftion to his lotereft ; efpecially if he 

• happens not to be of the )eftablifhed Religion of the 

* Country he refides in. How ridiculous then muil 

• that 
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* that Man appear, who, in a Proteftant Country, 

* endeavours to raife the Reputation of the Papift Re- 

* Hgion, by attempting to render that of the Prefby- 

* terians contemptible ? A Religion founded on Pro- 

* teftant Piinciples : When he enjoys his own only at 

* the Mercy of the Government, and is not included 

* in the A^ of Toleration. Some late Reflexions on 

* the Church of Scotland, publiihed in a News-paper 

* of this City, has induced me, as I am well acquamr- 

* ed with the Editor, to publiih his Original and Com- 

* polirion ; that they who are unacquainted with him, 

* may know what Credit to pay to any of his future 

* Publications. 

' * A Church-Man. 

To the P U B L I C K. 

• /^ REAT Jove was once refol v'd to make 

* Vjr A Coxcomb fraughtwithSelf-conceiti 

* Aroud the World he caft his Eyes, 

♦ But chiefly where fair Dublin lies ; 

* All Wickednefs he faw there reign'd, 

• No Folly curb'd. no Vice reftrain'd. 

* Strait he calls out for Mercury, 

** Pm here, an'tpleafe your Majefly.*' 

• The God reply'd, " Fly quickly down, 
^ (He faid) to yon fair, glittering Town, 

** And try if in it thou can find 

*• Thefe three Things fitting to my Mind : 

** Pride, Ignorance and Self-conceit, 

•* From each of 'em fome Semen take, 

** For Tvea Mind to make a non-fuch, 

«* In all the World there fha'n't be ^ne fuch. 

*' ForlMen are grown, I muft confefs, 

«« To fuch a Height of Wickednefs, . 

" That I muft take this Way to fliame 'em 

•* Out of their Follies, and reclaim 'em. 

** He fliafl a living Satyr be 

** To ridicule blind Bigotry. 

** Nay, what to you will feem moft odd, 

^' Hewll ptetend to be a God* 

•« Aflume, 
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" AfTunie your Figure, and will try 

" To pafshimfelf for Mercury; 

** Turn News-monger, and, as he flies, 

•* .DiflFufe his Scandal and his Lies. 

** One Day he'll vilify a Nation, 

" The next Day read his Recantation ;* 

" Publifh his Books papiftical,f 

«* And Queries moft fophiftical,J 

«* To cheat Mankind ; but never fear, 

•' They now have bought Experience dear ; 

•* And forty-one will ftill remember, 

'• From January to December, 

*• Their Eyes Til open, and, in fine, 

" They'll fee thro' all his bafe Defign." 

• Straight from Olympus' ftarry Height 

* The winged God dire6ts his flight ; 

* At Finglas lights, and, fpent with Toil,* 

* He lays him down, and fleepsa while ; 

* Then rifes frefli, walks nimbly down 

* The Turnpike road, and comes to Town. 

* He had not gone o'er hajf his Rounds 

* But all of 'em he quickly found ; 

* Some Seed he took from ev'ry one, 

* And then remounts Olympus' Throne j 

* To Jove prefents a Bag of Leather, 
' In which he put 'em all together. 

* He gets hs Moulds, his Work began, 

* And out completely comes the Man. 

* Jove view'd him with contempt, and fworc 

* He ne'er made fuch a Thing before. 

* Declar'd he would annihilate him, 

* But for the End he did ^reate him ; 

* Which to fulfil, he threw him down, 

* Headlong from thence, to that fame Town 

* Whence 

♦ His Anecdotes of the Scotch, which he attempted an Apo- 
logy for Jn a fucceeding Paper. 

f Lord TaafFtf's Works 

t His Qiicrics Concerning the Papidt purchafing, &c. for 
them. * 
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Whence he originally came 

I need not tell the Creature's Name. 



From the Mercury in Parliament-Jireet* 

*^j* n€ arrival of tbret packets ftnce our laft^ and the 
provocation offered us in the la/i Freeman's Journal, 
iJuiU Hjoe hope^ he accepted as an excufe for pojiponing 
fome part of the entertainment voi promifed to our readers 
in this days Mercury. 

To the Freeman's Journalift.* 

WE took it for Granted^ Mr. Freeman^ that you 
and your abettors, had taken a fufficient doie of 
Mercury to cure you of railing, and were inclined to 
peace j but we find the fa/i ration is not gone off yet, 
and that you are ftill^/7//;^ your venom. That we 
have not as yet effedted a radical cure on you, appears 
in a fcabby piece, (the (pawn of perfonal malice) in 
your paper of laft Tuefday, that, no doubt, you call a 
copy of verfes, but to which it has no other title than 
being printed in the (hape of Poetry, in lines of various 
lengths. Indeed, if you have not a more able champi- 
on to produce, than the wretched (cribbler of that 
miferable piece, the guantlet fhall lye for ever on the 
ground, before we will/w>^ for it. You have found 
out the fure way to vanquiih us : — fet that Lead heater 
to work, and your bufinefs is done. 

But the beft way of expofing this execrable piece, 
is to give the reader a fpecimen of it. Some refpedt 
has, hitherto been paid to numbers and fenfe, by the 
worft of authors, but this vile bellman's poet, more 

impatient 

• A« 'he fcribblers in ihe Freeman't J«umal, chefe to attack 
the prinlcr of the Dublin Mbrcukt, indeadof itt auihori ; 
we think ourfelvet intitled to refolvc the Commiltec of the Free- 
Prefs, into the iin olb perfon who is notorioufly the folc conduc- 
tor and PRor m etor of thai paper ; the other two (the Com- 
piler and Clerk) beinf paid for il^eir tioubic,— The Cerberean 
junto (ball hear further from us. 
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impatiet of reftraint, and lefs fervile than other bad 
poets, has dared to put a iinifhing ftroke to all re(ln6ti- 
ons of poetical genius, at once, by calling off the 
(hackles of rhyme, tenfe, and numbers together: 
Judge, readers, for yourfelves from the following ex- 

traa 

" Great Jove was once refolv'd to make 
•* A coxcomb fraught with felf conceit ; 
" Around the world he caft his eyes, 
" But chiefly where fair Dublin lies j 
•* Strait he calls out for Mercury^ 
** I'm here, an't pleafe your majefty, 
" The God reply'd, fly quicklv down, 
" (He (aid) toyoTifairgliJiertnglovfn^ 
** And try if in it thou can find 
•* Thefe three things fitting to my mind : 
** Pride, ignorance and kli-cotfecit^ 
** From each of 'em {omcfeamen take: 
** He (hall a living (atyr be 
" To ridicule blind bigotry ■ 

The reft is equally contemptible — ^ety. Where 
does tfie ridicule fall— on the tvriter or the fui^ 
jea ? 

Mr. Freeman^ are ypu inclined to enter the lifts with 
pen and ink ? ** If you have a mind for a little of that 
•* fun," as Sir Callagban fays, fend fome fadlious bro- 
ther forward with a better head- piece, if you have any 
fuch, than the infignificant author of the above ; 
one whom it will not be a difgrace to meafure pens 
with, 

And tve *will drive this quilL of our^s^ as far at 
'who goes fartheft. Shakes?. 



I 



7o the Printer of the Dublin Meb.cub.y* 

Mr. HoBY, 

A M pleafed with your paper ; it is no le(s in- 
ftruftive than entertaining, and deferves the en^ 

* couragemcflC 
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* couragement of all who love letters. I ani no 

* author, no poet : yet the dull poem and virulent let- 

* ter in theFreeman*sJoumal of 4aft SatuTdayyToufed my 

* indignation fo far as to make me once in my life turn 

* poet, and write the following fliort Allegory. I have 

* read fonae where, facii imi^gnatio <uerfum. Nothing 
' but their impotent malice, could have obliged ine to 

* ftep fb far out of charadler. I hek bafe and ungene- 
' rous attack upon your religion, equally &ews the bit- 
' terneis of their hearts and the weaknefs of their un^ 

* derftandii^s. They are like unto -thofe cowards, 

* who fheath their dagger in the blood of their enemy, 

* vhen he is bound in retters. The honeft, generous 

* Proteftants of the church of Ireland, (bar far above 
' fuch mean andbafe idieas. I ipeaJc their fenft. Con^ 

* tinue then to expofe Fa3ion and Party with all that 

* foignftncy of ridicule, which has fo eminenriy adorned 

* your paper, and you will prove yourfeif th.e true 

* firiend of ypur country. 

' I am your conftaotfte^der, 
Jan. 15, 1767. 'ATTICUS.' 

* P. S Make what ufe you pleafc of this letter, and 
' poem : if they are not publiflied, T (hall not be dif- 

* appointed, as 1 am (ecu re of abetter entertainment 

* from^lbmerof the |)cns4)fyour more ingenious cor- 

* refpondents.' 

An A L L E G R Y. 

TH E genius of Ehvy and black Mel a nch olt, 
ne/ptrit of? KIDS, of FACTION.^lWfFoLLV I 

TBe ii^efnon of Disco KD, Detkactiqm anJS?iGHr, 
The oUgod y D u L L m^ s, 4i!t rt^'d with dark night, 
AffemhUd in council at the Arch of St. Oen, 
Where none hut the Chofen arefttffer^d to go in, 
Uprofe the conduff or, fell FxCT I on y ** I gr^jit, 
♦* That tve are all ruind in fpite of our Cast ; 
** Sfy Mb r cu r y mocks us, and the world in a lump 
** Is highij pleased with him for roajiing our Rump,* 

V L. I. K '* H9Vf. 

* Allnfioniothc Riwnp PtrlUmeBt. 
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*' Hjyuf Jhali ijue revenge us F^-^e Jjkoke, and — oh 

frightful! 
A chink in the waJi ^fd nfiidt in their fi^t full : 
<* A Utter V ^othDuLVESS^ " Vm tul mjf inditing i 
•• A poem /•©/ gentlemen^ 'tis mjf bandnuriiing: 
** Should any dare claim it ; all know it from bence^ 
" // neither has meafure^ rhyme, fpirit, nor fenfej"* 
Here clappings of hands and plaudits arofe, 
JVitb vivat the author, in <verfe and in profe ; 
For i/DuLNESS nuere dead, our journal mufi after. 
And leave all our Free Cits to Mercury'/ laughter. 



No. 49. ^uefda\\ January to. 



"San^us haberi 



Juftitiitque tenax, foBus ditifque mereris ? 
Agnofce ^ Procerem 1 __ Jyv. 

Imitated. 

Convince the world that jou are juft and true. 
Be juft in all you Ciy and all you do ; 
Whatever be your faith, you're dire to be 
A peer 'of the fir ft magnitude with me. 

* To Jeoffry Wagstaffe, Efq; 

* Sir, 

* C 1 NCE the commencement of the Dublii9 

* l3 Mercury, I have ftridUy obferved the charge 

* delivered to me in the firft paper, by you, and tfc 

* other gentlemen your aftbciates, who were fo jLind 
^ as voluntarily to undertake the (upport of it with 

* your pens. I have, till this day, kept to the depart- 

* ment, and within the bounds you prefcribed me, I 

* ojf *' receiving articles of intelligence, advcrtife- 
** ments, and whatever emolument has accrued from 
*• the undertaking, with other drudgery of that gro- 

" vcJiii^ 
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*} veiling kipd ;" and never once let out of nnnd the 

* adage you recommended to my obfervation 

" Nefi^ ultra crepidam /' Nor do I niean to tranf- 
f gteis now ; all the inctulgence I crave> is, that you 
< will permit this letter to appear in your next Bat- 

« CHBLOH. 

* In the Freeman's Journal of the 13 th inft. I ani 

* moft cruelly attacked on account of my rdigion, in 
« a letter from fome pauhry fcrifeler, who (ubfcribes 
« himfdf, A Chnrcb-Man ; and attempts (in a bung- 

* ling alteration of va pldjpiec^} to draw, what he 

* caUs, toy pt€bure^ in fiicn a fort of' Profc run mad, 

* that any other, but the iUhftrate editor of the Free; 

* man'ji Jouraalv would liave been afhamed to pub- 
f Ufh. Such rhymes, I believe, were never before 

* in print : mah to conceit. Mercury to majefj^ conceit 

* to take, C(mfef$ to wckedmjsy and many others of 

* the like kind, which you may obfervt, if you will 

* take the trouble of reading fuch ftnff. By way of 

* rlluftrationof his nonienle, he annexes notes, where- 
< in he accufes me of publifliing Lord's Taaffe's Ob- 

* fervations, and the (^eries concerning the Papifts 

* purchaiing. 

* As the reputation and chara^er of every man lie 

* open to every pick pocket, 1 think it incumbent on 

* me to vindicate mine.— As to the firft charge which 

* this pick-piirfe of my reputation makes againft me, 

* concerning the anecdotes of the Stotch, ahy body, 

* except fiich a blockhead, may know that I was not 

* the author of tliem ; that they were extracted from a 

* book written and publifbed many years ago : 1 ex- 

* traded them as an article of entertainment, in or- 

* jder to fill up a vacant %ace in my paper, but with- 

* out any deiign^ as I before declared, and do now 

* again declare, of giting offence to any man, or fet 

* o>f men in the kingdom; 

* The next charge, is that of printing my Lord 

* Taaffe's Obfervations.— What printer In the city of 

* Dublin, let his religion be Proteftant, Frelbyterian, 

* or Papift, Would refufe to print or publifli a trad 
^ which contained nothing refleding on either the re- 

IC z * ligion 



itized by Google 



196 TJhi BATCHELOK. No. 4?^, 

* ligioD or laws of thb conntry, and to which a peer 

* of the realm had vouchfaied to affix hts name at the 

* author — By the way, — a new edition, being the 

* third, is now juft iiniflied (havii^ undergone a the- 

* rouffh revifal) and will be publifiied next Thorfday. 
'* The third, and laft charge, broucht a^inft me 

'* ,b7 this infamous fciibler« is, that of pnUiihimr the 

* Queries touching the Papifts purchafing. I can 

* ailure tou, and the public, they were wrote by as 

* (biingh a proteftant as anj in the kingdom of Ire- 

* land J norflioiild I have printed thrai, had the/ 

* b^en fent to .me hy a Roman Catholic The au- 

* thpr, whp is well known, I am fure wiflies as well 

* to the >Proteftant religion, as nay accufer, whd 

* makes ^ufe Qf religion only as a pretext to wound 

* my chara^tiV. 

* It ii true, I am not of the eftabliihed religion; 

* but I appeal to you, Mr. Wagftaffe (who are an 

* undoubted fncoiber of the eilabliihed church) whc- 

* ther it be not cruel and unmanly to attack me on 

* that fcore-? May not a man he a good fubje^t a 

* good citifi&QQ, and a ufefol jnember of fociety, the' 

* a Papift ? I fufpe^t this malice of the proprietor 

* of the Freeman's Journd, is in a gro^t meafurc 

* levelled at me, on account of your having fbus'd 

* the fcriblers for it, in the river of Dulnefs, in your 
^ laft vifion ; a good deal of the mud of Stupidity 

* and Detradion fticks to them fttU. They dare not 

* attack your Batchelor, becaufe they arc afraid 
^ of your pen ; but, like cowards, fling thsir dirt at 

* me. They would endeavour to blacken mc in the 
' eyes of Proteftants, to whom I am under the high- 

* eft obligations, and of whole favours I (hall always 
^ retain the moft grateful fenfe. I never did, nor 

* ever will give offence to the efUbliihed religion of 
' my country, not being inclined to offend my be/l 

* friends, and efpecially you, who are fo kind as to 

* furnifh me with your (peculations, one of the chief 

* ornaments of my paper. I am, Sir, / 

* Your obliged humble fervant, 

• JAMES HOEY.' 
^ P. S. 
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* P. S. My ftudy of the Claflic authors extending 

• little further than the title-pages, you will oblige 

• me by prefixing to this letter, by way of niottoj a 

• few lines from any of the old gentlemen your ac- 
«* quaintance, with a tranflation. And I requeft alfo,^ 

' you will hereunto fubjoin fuch obierrations as oc* 

• cur to you on the (ubjed, 

I am concerned, that my friend \Hoej fhould be 
mifrepreiented to the public ; but let me aifute him, 
that no man of fenfe will regard the vile (ugge (lions 
of the Fadious Journal. It is as cowardly to fall 
upon him for his religion, asl it would be for me, who* 
by the laws can wear a fword, to attack an unarmed 
IHipift, whole hands are tied up. For my part, altho' 
1 love the eftabliihed church, at leaft as well as Mefll 
DftAB * and Lank ^ and Mr. Cant S (who afTume 
the pompous title of, Commttee of the Frei-Prefs) or 
perhaps better ; yet, I am not fo great a bigot as to 
think that a man who differs from me in the mode of 
(erving GOD, ihould not get bread by his trade. 

It is always a (iire fign that thofe have the worft of 
the argument, who bring religion into the queftion. 
Thus the fcriblers in Pope^s time, finding themfelves 
unequal to him as writers, endeavoured to vilify him, 
by calling him Papift and Jacobite. This I will infift 
upon, that any man who is a real Chriftian Proteftant, 
will fo far abhor perficuUimy that he wiU not reproach 
one, even in his writings, for diiicnting/rora nim in 
opinion. 



(») The Proprietor of the Freeman's fburoal; (b") The 

Clerk) (c) The Compiler. A pretty junto^. truly, to ea- 

titule themfe!ve«, The COMMITTEE, ficc. 



K 3 Prom 
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From the Mercury in Parliam^nt-ftreet. 

The humble Petition of John Cant, late cor- 
redor of the Free-Prefs : addreflied to the magif- 
tracy of the citj of Dublin. 

POOR Cant, the Free-man's prefs'Corre&w^ 
Reduced by famine to afpeSre^ 
As they, lubo once took in his paper. 
Can purcbafe news andfcandal cbeaper , 
Concludes the rulers of our city 

•tby of their pity ^ 

to his cafe^ 

ome little place ^ 

inclement weather, 

id foul together. . 

er tvork diurnal 

tfill the journal^ 

: him in a Ration 

_._.^ ^ im-occupation^ 

And 9 if intent on bis relief 

Anoint him Scavenger in chief X 



No. 50 
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No. 50. Saturday^ January 24. 



Cum magnis <vixijje irmita fateUtur ujque 
Iwvidia ; et fragili quarens illidere dententy 
Offendet folido j nifi quid tu, do&e Trehatiy 
Di£entis. HoR. 

Spite of herfelf even Envy muft confefs^ 

That I the public favour do poflefs. 

And, if (he dare attempt my honed fame, 

Shall break her teeth agaioft Jif« Waostappb's 

name. 
This is my plea ; on this lit& my cauie-**- 
What fays my council learned in^he laws ^ 

TH £ following poern^ ^re^ed to me, was 
droptby aporreratHocyVAop. It is^a fe- 
vere fatire agaipft a fet of men in this tpwn, who, I 
think, deferve to be kifhe^ for their , own abortive 
monfters in*, thft, wi^.> It is contrary to the ufual 
plan of my fpeculationir to entertain my readers with 
poetiy ; yet, in juflice to Hoey, who has been moft 
unjuftly abuied, and as the piece itfelf contains fome 
humour and much truth, I hope it will be accepta* 
ble. 

T$ the Batcrblor. 
Sir, 

By giving the following lines a place in your Spe- 
culations, you will much oblige. Sir, your conftant 
reader, J. A. 

DO UB TLESS, the pleafure is as great 
Of Jcrihling^ as it is to eat ; 
Elfi nxihj jhou^d efutyfiar^d verfe^monger 
Defi that craivins> monfler^ Hunper ? 

" K 4 ma 
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Wbifd rather f aft ivitb raa^ed mufi^ 
Than earn tie ft bread by cleaning ftboes : 
Others prefer their Jhipid prefe^ 
To nectary food and cloatbs j 
Witnejs thofe *wretchet nonv-a-dajfs^ 
H^ho get thereby nor fence nor Bays ; 
Thofe <vermin that in/eft the town, 
Anafcrible reputations down : 
Infernal tools of John Committee *, 
Thefage reformer of the city^ 
fFho, ignorant of men or letters^ 
hfakes it his loaft to f cold his betters ; 
By blackeft falfkoods even dares 
fVith Kings to wage eternal wars ; 
Nor if an angel wete in p9w\ 
Cmid be efcape a Jingle hour. 
But muft expe& tofiel the bite 
Of all his envy, ^all andjpite. 
If great ones therefore are abus^d^ 
jytyfiiviid inferiors be excusdf 
At high and Uw he e<verftrikes, 
*Tis caufe emugh that he Mfiikes^ 
Of anyfea^ orWhigerTory^ 
Then bear with patience a tnaftery : 
In it tbefe points njoe nvill difcufiim 
Andfbew this fellow ad amuffim. 

To pleafe the town^ and earn him pence, 

gf ejffays and intelligence, 
o B Y had his paper juft begun. 
And calPd it after Maia'j fon f ; 
The M%%cvKY all people fought. 
Some thoufands in a day *were bought : 
In Jborty fo great *was its renown. 
No paper more ivas read in town. 

♦ The Conduaors of the FrecPrcft, at we htve before ob* 
fervcd, confift of only three perfonf, vft. McfT. DtA» tad 
Lank, ood Mr. Cant : any one of thefe makes, what they 
call, The COMMITTEE. This one is commonly Mr. John 
Cant. 

"f" MxacuKT. 

Emvt, 
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Envy, 'wbofaw tviib haggard eyes , 
The merit of this paper rife ^ 
RefaUdd; nuith ^le malicious bate, 
^0 crmjb it in its infant ftate : 
By night and day fie rackt her brains ^ 
No matter bonVf to^ndofit means- 
If on mbomft ones cwidfix^ 
She'd roufe up Acheron and Styx ;' 
Sbefearchd around to find out friends^ 
To bring about her beUiJb' ends 
But allrefufe: To one- fhe bies ♦ 

Who never En Vy ^sfuits denies ; 
Ti^ijDuLNBSs ^<»», the Tree 'Pfefigod^ 
Difiinguifh'd by his Wrtzth and Kod, 
Lov) in a cold and lonely celly 
This meagre^ hungry <whbt did d'Voell ^ \ 

Pale famine in his cheeks appear'' d; 
Which bore a long and filthy beard; ' 
Fixt like an o^l, ivithffupidfiare, .. 
His eyes no ditrtingfldjbes glare ; ' 
His once round face and double chin.. 
Bjrfdfiingtvere Become fo^ thin; 
That by his leannefs^ you might thence 
Infer the tvt etch had common fenfe ; 
But this nvefind a certain rulcy 
That fat or lean nier dubs a fool f. 
Whatever be the^hulk or frame, 
Dulnefs for ^^r irthefdme: ; 

Envy, this mifcreanf^igbt dre^ fie^r; 
jind ihds accofi^th nvicked leery-^^^-— 
*• DuLNESs; ihott guardian of our' prefs^. 
** To thee I come tofeek redtefs\ 
** ShaH 'voe look on and tamely fee; 
* • That upfiart hrght; Me M e ft c u R Y ; 
" Sha'n't-nvey nvho hate that thing call'd merit;, 
" O^/^ it '^Jttb ourufualfpirit ? 
" Tou muft k^dertyout BllHngfgate ; 
" To drive this paper oat of date ^ 
" Call him Papift, and ahufe him; 
** ^ NotVIa c 5 t at p e thfn will DAREexcufehim: 
K 5 " His 
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'* His Speculations too I dread, 
** Remove but tbern^ yours will be read: 
** Tbeir dire effeS you do not fee man j 
•* Fer tbey nmll hurt our darling Freeman*** 
No foonerfaid^ no foOner dime. 
Grave Dulkess now his work begun. 
He bit his nails, and thunifd bis bead. 
Which in momentum equalPd lead*. 



trnaL 



From tbe compiler J or tbe prefs : 

Drab, Lank, and,Qk^T,Jn one loud bolip, 

All hail him, as their great Apollo, 

He takes the ch^ir, ana out be dranus 

His prof e and verfe, they Jhput apptavfe i 

** Courage, my aoys, berets 'what tvill do, 

" To knock up Ho EY, and WAGSTAfFE t^'r 

** The Mercury Jball now no more 
** Obftru6t our prefs, as heretofore, 
** Nor Jball that Paper more appear ^ 
" To flop our views another year,^^ . 
fFith louder Jhouts the chamber, rang, 
** DuLNESs is leader of the gang ; 
•* DuLNBSS Jball at our board prefide, 
<* DuLNBis Jball ever be our guide '^ 



itized by Google 



No. so. Tbi B A T CH EL OR. aoj 

Their loud huzzas made Cook-ftreet ring^ 
jfnd D u L L N fts 5 ii frnlawid fheir king. ,W 



From the Mercury in Parliament fireet. 

Mr. HoEY, Sackn)ilU^ftrtet; Jan. io, 1767^ 

ON the fed appearance of youf pttper I formed 
an opinion of its fuccefB> and am highly plea- 
fed, by ev^ry fucceeding number, to ind my early 
judgment was built on a folid foundation. I have 
not met with, iamy couife of readii^, a fmalF piece 
that gave me more pleafure than the tew-iroet in the 
Mercury of this Day, intitled, The Petition of 
JoH» Cant, &c. It \% fo much in the ftyle of 
my idol. Swift, that, were Jonathan -alive, I 
ihould not hefitate imputing it to him. The author, 
whoever he be, is really a man of true wit, and 
mafter of the exquifite vein of humiour, and happy 
eafe of expreffion, that diftinguiflied the works of 
that eminent genius above- mentioned. I (tongi'atu^ 
late you and your readers on the acouifition of fueh 
an able writer, and beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf bis 
admirer, 

5 And your humble fenvpnt, ► 

T; B.* 



No, ^i . 
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No. 51. Tuefday^ January z*]. 

Nw/atis eft pulchra ep poimata 5 Jukiafunm. Hot . 

It is not enough that your Pudding la fat : y 

(With Raifins. and Flour, eggt,.niilk, and all that) V 
It muft be, with Curransi as black as my hat 3 

TH E following epiftle was left at mj. lodgings, 
the other day. The bearer of it enquired of 
kny fervant, if I was at home, and beti^ anfwered in. 
the negative, he ^id he would call again for an an- 
fwer, which he accordingly did the next day : hercL 
then is the letter verbatiin as 1 received it. 

* 7(P jEOPFRy Waostappe, EJf^ 

•SIR, 

* Y Am the author of a poem which was fnferted; 

* X in the Freeman's Journal of the 13th of Ja- 

* nuary, inft. and alio of the letter, figned, ji Cburcb- 

* man, I find by Hoey's Mercury of the 17th, that 
*' (bme critic has attacked them, and egad 1 hope I- 

* have vexed him ; ' for he deferves it from me. 

* Would you believe it, he rejected my offers or 

* writing for him ? I hate: him and all the printers,, 
^ for though I write fo weH as you fee I do, both in 
^ verfe and profe^ yet 1 am flarving amongfl them. 

* all, only now and then I get fome trifle from Mr> 

* Drab for all my labours f for^I aflure you I fupply 
^ him with the beft things m his paper. Now, I 
^ doa*t know whether you have feen my poem; and 

* as I take you to be a judge, I w9l vindicate it to» 

* you. from the malicious reprefentations of Mn 
' Hoey, who, it feems, is nettled, and takea to him- 
t ftlf what any other printet in town m^ht as wdfe 

* dOb 
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* do. I will therefore give you the argument of thci 

* piece, with proper fpecimens, annotations, and re« 
« marks. As I told you before, I hate all the pri«- 

* ters, and therefore I bring in Jupiter as making a 

* great Puddi n«, and throwing it down among all 

* the hungry Printers^ in- towir. Nbw,- egad» the 

* whole ftin|y joke and fatire agaihft Hoey lies here* 

* His paper IS- called. The Mercvry, and therefore 

* I make Jupiter to employ Mercury as his penny* 

* bpy for the materials of the- Pudding : wormwood) 

* But you will obferve the beauties better by 

* the fpecimens r 

* Greai Jove nvas once refohv^d u make 

* A Pudding, By a neiv receipts 

* Is not this a fublime exordium ? the' the Mercury* 
^ would pretend to criticize on my rhihies, fuch as 
« make and receipt^ and fo-forth ; but the fool does 
*• not confider the licentia poetarum, ox, poetical If- 

* cence. Egad I follow the great Tom Brown, and 
^ others, who conftantly take the fame liberties. Tf 

* a poet is to be tied up to fuch ftrid rules of rhimcs, 

* or meafuie, good bye to poetry; d-mme if ever I 
«• would handle a pen mere, if that were tho caft. 
•• But to pioceed— 

• Around the world he cajl his eyes^ 

• But chiefly 'where fair Duhlin lieu 

*• Here are two lines, which; had they> been in Ho* 

* mer, Pope would have written a bulhcl of notes 
•* on them. Now, in order more fully to point out 
« the beauties of them, I will reduce them to profe : 

* (this is Mr. Pipe's method) He caft his eyes round 
•' the muorldy hut chiefly thai 'world 'where fair Duhlin 
*■ liej. Fir ft, obferve I give Jupirer his attribute of 
*• looking over the whole world, and next, for. fearr 
' the reader ihould miftake, and think I meant any 
^ other woild but this, I fix it to this globe of the 

* earth, by faying it is the world where fair Dublin 
*- lies : fecoodly, you may remark the compliment 
^ Lpay to my own city, that after Jupiter had fearch- 

• ed 
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< ed the whole world for tnaterisds for his Pudding, 

* he could not get any fb good as in Dublin : thirdly, 

* what a beautiful epithet Ufair Dublin ? what an 

* encomium on our metropolis ? or, egad, you may 

* take it in a contrary ienfe, by a rhetorical figure, 

* as lucu$ a mn luctndo, and make it to iignify fnd 

* Dublin, from the fmoke arid fogs, or from the 

* foulnefs of the ftreets ; and that will be fine (ktire 

< on my Lord Mayor, for not watching the fcavengers 

< better : laftly, what a glorious apparatus is here for 

* this grntt PiuUing. 

* Now for the ftroke at Hbey and his Mercury. 

* Jupiter fends Mercury' on his errand for the ingre- 

* dients. I own it is damned bitter. Hinc ilia Lubry- 
5 m^y this hurts poor Hoey : 

* Strait be calls out Mercury -; 

** Coming, arit pleafe your majeftj*^ 

* It atade me fweat confoundedly to find out rhyme 

* for Mercwjt and egad at laft 1 luckily hit on ma- 

* jefty. Now mind the beauty of thefe lines, it lies 

* in the eafy familiarity of them. No ftiflFnefs, by 

* gad. Jupiter, as he is the head deity, bawls out 

* for Mercury, as you would for a waiter at a ta- 

* vern, and you fee how quickly he anfwers, •• comings 
*• yfr." Now he fends him on his errand • 

* Fly quickly down 

* (He /aid) to yon fair ^ glittering town: 

* Try if in it you can find 

* * Ingredients fitting to my mind^i \ 

* PlumhSf raifins^ J^go-ry faty 

* With each of themfome Semen tide. 

* Can any thing be more eaiy tor agreeable than the 

* manner of giving him his meffage ? All the ingre- 

* dients are comprized in one line, except the Semen. 

* E^d here is a bone for the critics. 

* Why, what do you think how I mean hyfemen? 

* Why flour. Here is a metaphor for you. Semen^ 

* you know, is/eed; wheat is a feed, and flour Is 

* made 
• Or four thingf 
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made of wheats and Jojpit^ could not make hit 

* Pudding furely without ^our. Now fomc ihallow 

* critics might take femen to fignify millet or rice, 

* and think ne wanted to make a millet or rice Pud- 

* ding. T*hat would never do ; for hy the other in- 
'- gredieilts: of fhitt'andiat» it isv pkin he meant a 

* Plumh Puddii^. Bat 1 love to puzzle. Now for 

* the prettkft conceit in the whole poem : 

* And forty-one wflJfiH remember 

* From January to December, 

* This, perhaps, W a little obfcure, but T will dear 

* it up m a thribei You 'may recolleft; in confe- 
^ qnence of the j^reat iso%^ the year fort^^^one was a 
\ time of great Scarcity, and confeqnentiy « Bad year 
^ for making PuddingSy for want of Hoiir : iOhis yeat 

* too is fomewhat icarce? and. we have. had a hard 

* froA IB Decemher and Janua^. I wa^ oHiged to 

* tranipofe the word* for rhime fakfe, or I would 

* have fafd, 

^ * From DfctmBkr'^ Jimuary, . 

* But in order to eomfort the poor devils in'thefe 

* hard tiores, Jove gives them this confolation : 

• * Tbeir mouths Plf opert, and in fine y 

^ On choice Plumb Pudding tbey jhall dine. 1 

* Next obferv'e, what a* ling jourtiey h is from 

* Olympus to Dublin. No^- other ignorant fdlows 

* would have made Merci^ry fly at once to town 

* without refting, or bating on the road, but that 

* would border on the impojtble ; therefore 1 let the 

* poor fellow take a nap, fuppofe at a dry lodging at 

* r ingias : 

* At Firigkis iighi^y iknd pent tmth toil^ 

* He Ittfs bim d&tun andfleeps a 'wbile, 

* After this refrefement,^ y.oull fee with what fpirits 

* he walks into town, otherwiie he would come in 

* limping on his Caduceus, and battered in his feet, 

* like a poor foot foldier, after a long march : I 

* make 
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* make him> travel the turnpike road too, as a foot 

* pafiengcr nercr pays turnpike : 

* ^bttvrifnfrtjhy nnalks mnilj dvum 

* The turnpike road^ and comes totawm. 

* Take notice, now, how quickly he gets all die ia- 

* gredients, and what a good meCenger he is^ A' 

* mortal fenrant would, perhaps, have ipent half his 

* day in a brandy- fliop« under pretence that thethtags 

* were hard to be got. 

* He bad not ^^me ^er half bis round ^ 

* But all of tbem be iffdckly founds 

* Then obferve how vaftly careful he. W ta eiianf 
^ againft accidents : he would not entruft the(e choice 

* materials in a common wallet, or Ihien b^, leflf 

* the feams might rip^ or a dog on the road mkht be 

* tempted by^ the ihiell of the uiet» to cut fotAin a 

* fiibnance; he. therefore fecnres; them > in a good 

* ftrong leather knap&ck 

* 7i Jove prefentsa bug ofUati'er,, 

* In wbieb be.put tbem all togetber.. 

« When Jupiter has^ot the mgredients, miiid what a 

* hurry he ia.in to faILto.work to his cookery. Hc^ 
« gets his Puddtfig bags diredlly) in «rder : . 

* Ht'geis bis^ttoulds aU on a fudden> . 

* Ana out compleatljicomes ^ai P u ito 1 n c 



II o» 



* Quick work !;now for the pjcr-pratibn of th(B work. 

* Jove by this time has di(h*d the Pudding, and en- 
« joys the cffluviae of it wiA fiich raptures, that hk 

* teeth water — — 

* Jvoe licked bis lips^^ fy^Sl^ befaooni 

* He ne'er made fucb a one kef ^e». 

* And declard be nvould bave eat it; 

* But for tbe end be did create itj 

* Now for {port ; Jove throws down the Pudding 
*' amongft all the hungry printers in town, and 70^ 



fee 
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* fee them all wirh gaping throats fighting, fcib fcab 

* for It. The whole fatfie of the poem hes here, a- 

* gainfl thofe feflows who would fain flarve me t 

* Which to fulfil he threw it drwn 

* Headlong from thence^ to that fame town, 

* Wbenee it originally eame. 

* That is, from Dublin, where all the mgredients rf 

* the Puddine were bought. 

* Now, NIt, WagftaiFe, from the fpedmen I have 

* given 70U, if you will view mj poem at foil length, 

* you mufl allow it to be vaftly clever. If not, I will 
' attack your Batchelor, and call you a damn'd, fhipid, 
' fenfelefs, humdrum old fellow ; for you fee I can 

* write ; therefore beware of your critidrms on me. 

^ Yours as you behave, 

' Bates Chuhchman/ 
^ P. $. I fhall be much obliged to you to lend me 

* half a crown to get my fhoes toal'd.* W 



No. 52. Saturday^ January 31. 

Jliquifque malofuit ufus in ilio, Oy ID. 

Ev*n that evil had its ufe. 

THERE is no animal in the creation, howerer in* 
Significant or contemptible it may appear to us^ 
that may not, very efTentially, be the occafion of good 
or evil to mankind. We find inftances in hiftory, that 
even fome of the brute fpecies have been very mftru*- 
mental agents in the mighty afFairs of ftates and king- 
doms : for inftance, the capitol at Rome Mras faved by 
Get(ty at the time of the mvafion of the Gauls un- 
der Brennus. We alfo meet in Paufanias with fo re* 
markable a ftory of a FoX| that I cannot help repeac- 

When 
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When the great Ariftomeoes» the Meflenian gene- 
ral, was taken prifoner hy the Lacedemonians, they 
were fo incenied againft him, that they barbaroufly 
decreed that that brave man, and about fifty more, 
liis fellow prifoners, (hould be thrown together into 
a deep cavern, which was the common punifliment at 
Sparta, of the lowed kind of ofienders. This fen- 
fence was executed with its utmoll feverity ; and the 
only indulgence granted to Ariftomenes, was, that of 
putting on his armour. Three days he continued in 
thisdifmal place, lying upon, and covered with dead 
)>odies 3 the third day, after he was almod famifhed 
for want of food, and almoft poifoned with the ftench 
pf pprrupted caxcafes, he perceived, jud by him, a fox 

fnawing a dead body j with one hand he felzed its 
ind leg, and with the other defended his face, by 
catching hold of the foxis jaw when he attempted to 
bite him. Following* as well as he could, his drag- 
gling guide, the fox at laft thruft^hls head into a lit- 
tle hole, and Ariftomenes then letting go his leg, lie 
forced his way thrQugb* and .opened a pf^a^ to.tb; 
welcome rays of light, from which our noble hero 
had been fo long debarred. Weak as he was, Arifto* 
menes wrought himfelf an outlet with his nails, and 
fo efcaped out of that horrid dungeon^ and was de- 
livered from that cruel death his enemies hadde<!red 
hihik 

Nay, if we look nearer home, we (hall find that 
creatures of as little confequence in the fcale of be- 
ings, as the Geefe and Fox I have mentioned, have 
hA their ufes too ; I mean the three wretches who 
adume the pompous title of, Ce^duaan ef the Fn*- 
Prefs. They have been to the Mercury, what the 
Fpx was to. Ariftomenes, for by endeavouring to bite 
At its reputation, they have undefignedly been of vaft 
fervice to it, by caufing manv ingenious pieces to ap- 
pear, which would not, prooably, have thrown their 
lights on the Mercury, had not the Freeman gnawed 
at its character. 

There is fcarce a day that I have not many letters 
4uid poems fent to me from different hands, with re- 

quefts 
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quells of infer ting them iiwniy fpeciilattons,ever fince 
that nonfeniical letter and Jftupid libel of Cburcbmau 
appeared in the Freeman : fo that we may rery pro- 
perly compare him to the toad, which, although he 
carries poifon in his carcafe, yet at the fame time 
he bears a valuable medicine for the ufe of man- 
kind. 

As I have not room to infert all that is fent me on 
this occaiion, all I can do is to feledt fuch as I think 
may be mod agreeable to my readers i and (hall there- 
fore make no apology for prefenting them with the 
following lines, which I have jaft received from an 
ttAkosrn hand : 

NoifttrfromNtnjogaieyffyBufiarcb^ 
Y9tillfind a . flace calPd AudeorCs Arth^ 
Wherkihrii poor hothiu of this city ^ 
Affiimi tie titU $fQoiAiA\ tTbe. 
Hire DuiHEss keeps bis/olemn court i 
Aridthmces here in flocks refort ; 
^TberemiihtfDKABf im^Cant, andhAnHy 
(None am be ofltfs noble rank^) 
As br$ cbiefmimflits offtate^ 
At bis imperial levee 'wait. 
Happy to Jer*vefo great a king. 
HisfiibjeSsbere tbeir tribute bring % 
By nveak endeaifours tbey contrive 
7^ keep tbeir monarch juft alive^ ' 
Wbile be receives *witb gracious fmile^ 
(ifitb venom frmugbt) tbeir d^rels vile f 
Andv^-orfe^ ifpojpble^ iban tbofe^ 
7 be ftarvlings bring tbeir hungry profe i 
BeU true or falje^ isnOt his care^ 
Non/enfe is voelcome if fevere. 
Here MKLiCEflts, with blackefl hue y 
Envy detraSing merifs due ; 
And all the vices which infefi 
The buman beatt, to rob its reft, 
nitben explain it if I cati^ 
Hovj this great tmpirefirft began j 

Inf 
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Jn PamdafHenrum, nfihcm ihi de^ih 
In €9tmcil mitt t^imvint u* i^is^ 
*[bty mtd fufou'dfind us /6wutbing nenvy 
S0 up ajhoai of fcrihUirs Jkw ; 
Amd thin to mmki tbi matter njoorfe^ 
Sint a Free Prefs imcreafe tbi curfi. T 



No. 5^, Tuefday^ February 3. 

Ec€i itifum Cri/fintu. Jut. 

CrifptnttB once more behoM. 

I Hinted lif my laft Speculttion, that the blimder- 
ing nonfeofe of the Freeman* has been of vaft fer* 
vice to me in.thefe my labours i inafmuch, as it has 
been the caufe of my having received fo nunj helps 
from my correfpondents in verfe and profe. la hii 
paper of January the 24th, he fets forth a very fpeci- 
ous epiftle, as if written by a clergyman ; and this 
has produced me a letter from a resJclbrgyman^ who- 
is beneficed, and lives at a diftance from this metro- 
polis, but happens at pre(ent to be in. town. He is 
a very worthy man> and in his principles neither a 
High Flyer nor a Seftary, but a true church of Eng- 
land man. I fhi^l preient my readers with the letter, 
jud as I received tt, though I (hall conceal the^ wri- 
ter's nameb 

To Jeofvry Wagstaffe,. £f% 

• Dear Sie> 
T is naturat for us coontry folks when we arrive 



IT 11 
to 



this great city* to be fomewhat curious to 
know what news is ftirring. For that purpofe I 
have ranfacked all the news-papers lince my arrival, 
and I aifure you I am yaftly pleafed at your attacks 
on the fcurrilous traih of the Freeauia*s Journal, 

• on 
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* on many accounts, bot particularly as I was fliock- 

* ed at one of the moft glaring inftances of efltontery 

* in his paper of the 24th of January, that ever I met 

* with. He there inferts a moft fcandalous letter, as 
' if written by a clergyman, with a defign, as I fup* 
' pofe, to affront our whole order. 

' In the firft place, he makes this pretended der- 
' gyman i^nia^e^ as he fays, mobert ofpirtmity 9ffers^ 

* im all forts of company. In his nightly perogrinattons 

* it#y2w«//ri,— where ? Why into a common beer 

* hoqfe on Afton's-Quay, then to tipple bar amongfi 

* p^rtirs^ carmen^ and joufntymen bakirs. And what 

* was hisbufinefs there ? was it to viiit the fick, or to 

* endeavour to reform fome of the wretches he might 

* find there from curfing or fwearing, or getting 

* drunk ? (this, indeed, would be an ad of human!- 
'* ty.) No I this clergyman gpes to this beer houfe, 

* to be the pot companion of thefe vagabonds, and 

* to pick up lies and fcandal among them : to quote 
' their authority for traducing the character of a 
« worthy gentleman, an alderman of this city, who 

* has been Lord Mayor and prefident of the Court 

* of Confcience ; and that in a moft notorious lye, 

* as I am well informed from good authority. This 
' I am certain of, that that infamous letter could ne- 

* verliave been written by a clergyman of the church 
< of England, but was the ingenious compoiition of 

* one of the three fellows who have the impudence 

* to call themfelves the Commit^e of the Free- 

* Prcfs. 

* Thefe Two Thimblbs and a Bur ton, would 

* go any lengths to abufe an alderman, and in order 
' to make their lyes carry fome weight, with igno- 

* rant people, they muft, forfooth* pretend that this 
' fcandalous ftuff is the compofition of a clergyman^ 
' Is this all their pretended zeal for the Proteftant 

* religion ? but I nippofe they make a diftinQton be- 
« tween it and the church of England. 

• You know it has ever been the artifice of the 

* enemies of our church, to endeavour to leffen the 
' clergy in the opinion of the laity, and it is at pre/ 

• fc«t 
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* fent the wicked pradice of fedaries and fwadlers. 

* Thia I lode upon to be one part of the fcheme of 

* that letter* as well as to have a ftvoke at the lord 

* mayor anduldcrraen. I aai fure it neither has the 
^ ftyleor manner of a fcholar or a gentlenian, who 

* has ever got a liberal education, or kept the com- 

* pany of geyu^men I therefore, I once moreinfift, 
' that it is a ba^rd of the Freeman, fathered on a 

* clergyman. 

* Before I came to town, I imagined that by this 

* pompous title ofy Cmmittie vfiSi Fr$i'Prtfs^ that 

* pape^ was carried on by. people of fome Confe- 

* quence; but, on my arrival hittier, how was I fnr- 
' prized to find that three fuch infignificant reptile^ 

* as Drab, Lank, and Caiht, ihould aifuroean au- 

* thority of vtllifying their betters : they clap on it i 

* florid frontifpiece. of mhernia^ widi thne fnakes in 

* her hand, which they call a Rtd^ by which I fup- 
^ pofe, they would prefent an emblem of them- 

* felves. ' 

* It is wonderful, in this iflandi (which has thepe- 

* Cttliar property of nocnouriihing noxious animaU) 

* that theie thr^i have been able to breathe fo long. 

* If the great dean of St. Patricks were alive, how 

* foon would he free this country from thefe poifon- 

* ous ferpents, who thus dare to dart their venom at 

* tbe.clergy, by making ufe of their name to autho- 

* rize the blackeft £alfliOod and^andak How finely 

* would he ridicule this CttmrniUee ofShrtads wtd Frnt- 

* cbes ? They would be a fecond Pat ridge for 

* him. 

* Their idle cant goes down with the ignorant vol- 

* gar, who love to fee people in power reduced, as 

* they imagine, to their own level, by fcandalous in- 

* ye(^yes. 

* Do, Mr. WagilafFe, go on to expofe ther6 
' wretches it their proper colours, and you'll oblige 

* many of yout readers, and in particular, a conftant 

* one, . . 

\ Your humble fervant, 

J H. R. 

From 



itized by Google 



No. 53- rbeBATCUELOK. 21s 



From the Mercury in Parliament-ftrect. 

On the death of Mr. John Cant, latecorredor W 
the Free Prefs, who, on Saturday the 31ft ulnmb» 
departed this life at his houfe in ♦******-ftreet, 
and IS generally fuppofed to have periihed thro* 
want. 

POOR Cant, the prince of prefs ^arreSers^ 
Is gone to fee the king efJ^Sorj^ 

But njobat misfortune made him march. 

And quit his poft at Owen*s Arch, 

7a nfifit manfions dark aud dreary. 

By what I pnd^ is yet a query, 

Some fay ^ that Hoey, that cmelTurk^ 

Gave him a pill, that did the 'work ; 
Others aj^erty feme young co/Iegians 
Dif patched him to the nether regions^ 
And found the means to cut his 'weaxom^ 
For uttering hlaffhemy and treafen. 

But mo ft believe y poor Cant's difafiers 
Proceeded from his wicked mafters. 
Old Drab and Lank, thofefaQious cits, . 
Who fir Jl deprived him of his nvits ; 
And then, becaufe a fender diet 
7 hey thought nvas be ft to make him quiet, 
Moft mitjely all fupport denfd, 
Andfo the creature ftarv'd and dfd. 

EPITAPH. 

HERE lies the poor, unhappy Cant, 
fVho dfd of evi'ry human nuant i 
^he want of pence, the nvant of place, 
7he want of int tiled and grace ; 
The want of vigour, health and youth. 
Of common honefty and truth ; 



In 
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Jnjhort ('what ont tvouU bwrdly think) 
He 'wanted rayment^ wuat and drink ; 
N^ 'wanted all this 'worli could gi've^ 
Ani djd hicanfi be could not Uvt ! 



No, 54. Saturdof^ Fehuary 7. 



79 Jbopfry Wacstaffe, Efy. 

•SIR, 

« ^TT^ H E following paper, I muft ingenuouflj con- 

* i fcfs, was intended for the Freeman^ s Journal^ 

< until I was informed that all the avenues to that 

* (burce oihoneft intelligence, were (b iecurely guard- 
' ed by the tarriers znAfcandal colie^ors of that grand 

* monarch in falfhood, detradion^ and callumny, the 

< Dictator, that nothing could find admidion there, un- 

* til his majefiy had aflixed his feai to it himfelf, or 

* hj his prime fecretary and nodurnal club-fpj, the 

* latelitUe Camt, of immortal memory. This infor- 

* mation induced me immediately ro alter my intent!- 

* ons ; for I was certain that political truth, when it 

* Teemed to cla(h with the no'vel opinions of the «/</ 

* friend to liberty, would never fijid its way into the 

* world through that channel. — You will, I'hope, ex- 

* cufe the intended- preference, and permit me to lay 

< before the publick a tranfadion, which has fiirniflied 

* the fret eltSor with a pretext for abuling the mer- 

< chants and traders of this citj, and (oxfiahbing the 

* reputations, and 'endeavouring to injure the pri'uati 

* credit of indi'viduals, as far as his impotent rage, or 

* declining abilities for flander, would permit him. 

* The author of the Free EleQor^ will be candid e- 

* nough, to permit others to form st7CO est ions as 

* well as himieli^— and indeed it would not argue 

• great 
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* great difccrnment in me to afTure him, that in my 

* opinion, the crutch is very vifible through the whole 

* progrefs of thefe Jimping produdions. Infirmities, 

* perhaps, fliould never be fported with ; but.it; is a 

* mdancholy rcHedlion to fee the early defender of li- 

* berty, one who gave the prime and vigour of his 

* yowh to the fervice of the city, dedicating the fee- 
^ hie remains of being, the ^rf^/ o/ii/e, to the purpofe« 

* ofdifcord; and all for what?— for the pitiful ambi* 

* tion of endeavouring to obtrude upon this city, ** a 
*' bungling i— — y, without parts, and without pro- 
** peity," to reprefent her in parliament Itistru- 

* ly lamentable, indeed, to perceive the re^verend i^nSi* 

* tor of C green, ftruggling for his country, a- 

* gainft power and corruption, metamorphofed into 

* the hoary miniller of fedition in G hall. Per* 

* haps I am miilaken (and I would to God, for the 

* fake of injure^ liberty, that I was) when I fiippofe 

* that this gentleman conjured up the flalking horfe 

* Erectus, in order to (hoot at the reputation, of his 
« friend ; — but as that injured friend can npver re- 
« ceive a wound from this blind archer, as the ai*rQW9 

* of falfhood will rebound from the armour eveft/of 

* mercantile honefty, and ftrike the breaft fjom,wIience 
' they flew, he receives with a moft frigid tranquilityj 
' all that the whole Committee can fay, (with thedic- 

* tatOT at their head, even in their owa partial Jour- 

* Bal, under the feigned names of Free-£le£lors, &c, 

* or otherwife) touching hi^ hcnefiy^ truth y or integrity 

* -—He would, however, iive it as, a piece of advice 

* ito the monarch of the prefs, not to eater too far in- 

* to diiquifitions upon paf(er credit ; as in the firft place 

* he'feems totally ignorant of its nature, not very 

* much acquainted with its utility :— of its nature he 

* never can, but from his own mouldering tomes of lo- 

* cal fcandal, perfonal ilander, and temporary abufe » 

* —what credit thefe may have with himfelf, he is 

* beft judge ; with his banker in W T^lfeet they 

* would fcarcely bring as much money as would de* 

* fray the expence of entertaining the Coniaiitree even 

* for a finglc day, when the monarch is difpofed to fill 
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their heHies with mutton, their heads with porter, 
and their hearie vtxtWfidiiwm.: of its utility hemaj^, 
by an. extraordinary exertion of his rare talents, form 
(boie adequate opinion, particularly in contemplat- 
ing; tipon a late voyage to Cbe/tery or a late deciiionof 
a tew paultry merchants, who by their dcterminatioa 
quickened the circulation of fomc fiagmted paper, 
which bore the image of the dictator, and by that 
tranfmutary power which be alcribes to traders in 

feneral, converted the tardj-faidfimetbing more tbau 
ill ofexcbaftge or note^ into ready money. How far 
hankers may be qualified, as well as pbyficiam^ te 
ferve in parliament, and how far the preient candi- 
date banker is poflefTed^of theie qualifications, and 
the didator's minion deditute of them, ihall be here- 
after let forth, as well as fome ftridlures upon the 
condud of thofe bankers, who were facrifices to their 
own imprudence, in lending out public money on 
private mortgages; not to the vice-roy's tyranny : 
and a flight hiftory of the tran(a£tions in W ■ 
(Ireet, during the eftablifhment of the Jbort-Uvel 
bank which was inftituted there, upon the trt^ prin- 
ciples of liberty ; and how, tho' unconneSed noiib 
gwemment or viceroy, it was totally overturned by 
a grand affertor of freedom.— -In the mean time, per^ 
mit me to give a brief narrative of the proceedings 
of the guild of merchants upon their laft quarter 
day ; — proceedings, which have been made the caufe 
of thofe unkind, thofe ungrateful animadveriions, 
which have appeared in the Freeman's Journal ; per- 
mit me, I fay, to flate that tranfadion in its trvf 
light, to the impartial public, that they may juc^c 
with how much juflice, and with what regard to 
bonejlyy to Jimple bonefiy^ and to yet moTtJimpU irutb^ 
that affair has been already reprefented to the junior 
corporations, in fedicious harangues, at their halls, 
and to the citizens at targe, by falfe, icurrilous para- 
graphs, denominated the. produdions oi fret-elec 
tors. 

* After the bufiiicfs of the hall was finifhed, a gen- 
tleman in a very fenfibic manner introduced the foi- 

• lowtii|[ 
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* lowing motion, ^Ytz. " Refolved, that it is the opini- 
•• on of THIS guild; that John Latoucue, Eftj; ts a 
*• proper per>fon to leprefent this traoino city in 
•* parliament."— He obferved, that in the Britiih 

* houfe of commons, the reprefentatives for the city of 
« London had ever prcierved a due weight and in- 

* fiuence in the deliberations of that auguft aiTembly ; 

* that this was, in a great meafure, owing to the pru- 

* dent choice of the-eledlors ; as they generally felec* 

* ted fuch perfons as poflelTed independency of fortune 

* and of ^ir/V ; perfons, whofe connexions and pcr- 
' (bnal ^harafters, necelTarily challenged regard and 

* -cfteem ; whofe' underftandings and knowledge ren- 
'* deFed them competent judges of the conftitutionai 
"^ and commercial interefts of their country ; whofe ac- 
"* rions were influenced by nothin? but their ^i//x» ^od 

* fupported by an unblemifhed mtegrity.— -The hall 

* contained at the time when this propo£tion was of- 

* fered to their cpnfideration, near two hundred free- . 

* men, and received the general fanftion of evenr voice» 

* for it was.agreed-to ukamimously*— -Immcdi- 

* ately after this unanimous determination, a gen« 

* tleman propofed the fame queftion, only with thii 
^ immaterial difference, that he fubflituted the name 

* T G , Efq; in place of John La- 

* TOUCHB. It flruck many freemen then prefei^ 

* with amazement^ that the friends' of Mr. G ■ 

* fhould attempt to impofe fb far upon the affembly* 
^ as to endeavour to procure a fecond refolution in hift 

* fiivour,, confifting of the very individual terms in 

* which the firft was conceived, fave the change of 

* the names. Some of the members endeavoured to 
^ perfiiade the gentleman, that it would argue great 
*. levity in the corporation, if not abfurdity, to. agree 

* with his motion, therefore intreated him to withdraw 

* it : — ^be periifbed, however, with a Spartan firmnefs, 

* in urging the queftion. A previous queftion wat 

* propofed, as the gentled and moft decent method of 

* extricating the aUembly from that dilemma, which 

* the zeal and precipitancy of Mr. G' 's friends 
^ bad thrown them into ; nay, the j>ropounder was 

L z * expoC- 
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expoftulated with in the moft friendly manner, 

• and conjured, for the fake of order and harmopy, not 

• to pioceed 5 he was defired toconfult Mr. G ^_ 

• and \\\^pdHiMl guide ^ who were in the next room ; 

• \yhich he agreed to : but he returned rather with 

• augmented -infiexibility, and even with Lucafianzeal 

• prelfed the queftion ; ir was at length put and deter- 

• mined as follows : 

' Againft Mr. G-—— — . • - - no 

' For Mr. G ^ - - - 57 

In this latter numbei were indudcd aldernien, and 
all thofe whom the free ^le&or ftLles the commifera- 

tcrs of Mr. G 's difcomfi ure. 

* Juft as the queftion was deter^nined, a member 
that is an honorary freeman of thecorporation, came 
into the hail: this gentleman, who is well known 
iincc the publication of the ever memorable letter of 
tbe,6tb ofOdober, /a/, to be \\a fuppofter^ dire£tor^ 

«nd Confessor of Mrr.G ■- - , enquired of ibme 

about him, what had been done? — though at the 
door; he had received full intelligence from thofe 
whofe credibility was -never very fccj^lcaWy examin- 
ed, and whofe authority was next to infallible ;— ^ 
having however procured a flight hint, which, to a 
creative genius, luch as his, is fully fufficient: — he 
immediately pronounced the proceedings— the dida^ 
i9r pronounced the proceecHngs of the guild of mer- 
chants unjufiy illegal, iMcpttfHtmi9Aal\ and (aid with 
a face, which the perfon fiippofed on thait day to 
haiVtfkulked behind this tremtndms tribtme,, that itio-^ 
ment looked full at, with amazement indeed, 
not terror, becaufe it was fiHed with the patriotic 
furor, and becaufe it was raifed without hiufbing, in 
an afienibly of freemen, to pronpunce that theV 
had NOT a right to declare whom they thought 
was PROPER to reprefent tbem^ and whom tbey 
thought I M p R OPE R to reprefent them in parliament. 

-This, then, is the proceeding of that day, which 

gave rife to all that abufe which nas been (b liberal- 
ly thrown out againft the merchants and traderi of 
this city ; which has been made fuch a handle of, to 

' fomcjit 



itized by Google 



^o. 55: rhe B: A t C H E L O R. 2^ 1 

* foment dmfibns and ffnltnofries between the citizens 

* at large, and to dlfirnite one corporation from the 
^' reft^ merely for faying, ttiat in their Opinion ore 
**' man 'appeared to them more eligifefe than another • 
■* for having oniy exercited their right of pri'vate ju^g- 

* ment^ a right whifch every individual (if vi^e can be- 

* lieve thedidator inthedays of his humility) has nn 

* undoubted powferto exercifj \ for this are they fa id, 
^ by the diOator and his echo, to prejudge^ t6 didate^ 
** xocmmafid. Indeed, I muft Juft obferve, w^ were 
•" informed ii^on that day, in the hntt, by the di&ator, 

* that oiir proceedings would be pT'odu6tiveof ^//fori/; 

* thatit wtjuld fct the minds of the junior corporaii- 

* ons on/rf, ^nd that fedition would break out into a 

* fame^ that might in the end conflagarate the whole 

* city :-^and ntver were predi^hns more indutlrioufly 

* attetinptedtobe verified J for'the Prophet burfting 

* from theaifembly, with a lighted torch in his hand, 
^ became tfie agent for fulfilling his own prognofticati- 

* ons. Now if it is the bufineis of a good citizen to 
endeavour, by every art,^ to difunite the freemen of 

* this city, and to villify, and callumniate the charac- 

* ters of all who fhaJl take the liberty of thinking for 

* tbemfelvesy furely the writer of the Free Elec- 

* TORS is a moil excellent citizen, and the eulogift of 

* al- n D n noabjefl flatterer. lam, Sir, 

' Your very humble fervant, 

* A MERCHANT.* 



No. S5- ^uefcky^ Fihruary ro. 



^'Cogemui in bimc coneedere turbam, Hor. 



I 



We will compel ye to come into this croud. 

T is my cuftom every night before I go to flecp, to 

take up fome entertaining book to compofe my fpi- 

L 3 ri s 
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fits afier the huuf and fatigoe of the daj. This I 
find to be as refreming to. my mind, as reft is to 1117 
body. For this puipofe, I often nfe the ]uaibration» 
of Ay coafin BickernaflFe, or the delightful fpecoktioor 
of my ihort-faced friend^ the Spectator. I hap- 
pened the other night ta dip into the latter, where he 
has got pofleffion <^ Tfophonius's Cave, which had 
that wonderfot^ quality of making thofe who entered 
It extremely grave, and at the fame time makes the 
reader laugh very heartily. 

I doled the book and fell afleep, with my thoughts: 
full of this Cave,, when methought I had a Cave en- 
trufted to my care, but of a quire different nature fromr 
that of Trophonhis, and had entirely other qualities. 
I fancied this of mine had the peculiar property of 
rendering all thole who entered it good-natured, and 
that it was called the Cave of Humanity. I thought 
there was a vaft concourie of people of all ranks af« 
fembled a^ the mouth of it, in order to gain admittance 
from me, as I imagined. As the entrance was nar- 
row, consequently but few could enter at once ; I look, 
around for the objeds who ftood moft in need of it; 
I heard a very clamorous iet of people at a dillance^ 
and (aw them coming up to me. I enquired who 
thefe were, and was told they were married people 
who lived on very bad terms together. The clamour 
I found was occafioned by thefe couples draggmg eadi 
other to the Cave. Jn one place you faw a huiband 
beating his wife before him $ in another, the meek 
wife buffeting her poor henpeck, and dragging hima- 
long : thefe were the firft, therefore, whom I admit- 
ted, and thruft them all in as faf^ as I could, in order 
to get rid of their noife. They were not in the Cave 
many minutes, when all this hurrkane was hufhed, 
and a dead calm enfued ; when I found this, 1 let them 
out; and behold, they who went in fighting and 
icratching, came out embracing as fond as turtles. 

I then tried another expedient : I thruft a number 
of wives (who lived on very bad terms wkh their huf- 
bands, and had often complained they were til ufed by 
them) by themfelves^ and found on their coming our^ 

thejr 
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thay no more complained'bf ill ufagc, and afterwards 
H^ved very happily i»-tl». married ftate. This made^ 
me concludes that in matrimonial difpmes, the-fault it- 
often on the female fide» 1 obferved feveraioid maicU 
jens amongft the croud, who came either out of curio- 
ftty to make their remarks, omo pick up;new3,vas they 
do at the Exhibition I wanted to lay hold on fome 
of them, ta try if the^ Cave couid have any effe^ on 
them,^ but they were aware o^ my deiign andkepC' 
aloof 

I perfuaded a few men of rank and condTrion to go 
In, and on their coming out laid aiide that fupercilious ^ 
air and haughtinefs which they had before, and now 
eoniidered thef r inferiors as fel low-creatures. Amongft 
them, three or four- right reverend prelates, whom the 
Cave had fuch an effedt on, that they declared they 
would for the future look out for indigent merit, and 
BOtt heap all their. preferments on their fons, nephews, 
«nd fycophants. Few of the rich beneficed dolors 
would come within reach of the Cave, but fuch as en* 
• tered, immediately raifed the (alaries of their poor cu- 
rates, without compulfion. As for the curates. them<» 
ftlves, I thought it needlefs to put them in, becaufe 
in the general, they have Iktle occafion for this Th-> 
medy. 

Tne next group I obferved was a number of wri- 
ters. ^ I laid violent hands on fuch of them as I could ' 
fet within my gripe ; thefe I thruft in ; and oh, won* 
erfiil, thofe whom neither the dread of Newgate, 
fines or the pillory, could deter from railing, now 
breathed nothing but Philanthropy and good nature. 
I wanted to apprehend, if poflible, my friends of the 
Free-l^fs, whom I efpied at a conjiderahle diftana^ a* 
mone the cnud \ but neither threats nor perfuafion 
could induce them to come near me. They told me 
that if they went into the Cave, their paper would ht 
(polled, and that none of their cuftomers would value 
it, and therefore abfblutely refufed to enter, as their 
high title of, Comndttet of the Free-Prefs^ and Free" 
matCs Jwrml^ muftdrop, if they even approached the^ 
Cave. 

L 4 It 
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It would be tedious to recount the numbers I ad- 
initted and forced in, who, from ill-natured, became 
humane ; from being the wretched tools of corroding 
pailions, were now the happieft beings ; and from wick- 
ed faty rifts, came out panegyrifts. 1- was wiflirng moft 
iincerely that t could have gotten the king and fenate 
of Poland into my Cave, to try, if poffible, it could hj 
any means cure them of that infernal (pirit of perfecu- 
tion with which they at prefent tormenttheir unhappy 
fellow chriftians, and that for no other reafon but tneir 
cndeavduring to ferve their God in a way they think 
moft acceptable to him. 

WbM- 1 was in fearch for thefe deluded periectttors, 
I was awaked by the ill- timed courtfhip of two ooiiy 
cats at my chamber door, who prevented my findiiig 
out the kingtmd fenate of Poland. W 



From /i/ Mercury in Parliament -/f net: 

Mr. Mercury, 

THE following is a. copy of a letter which I fent 
to the Committee of the Free- Pre fs on Thnri^ 
-day laft.. The courteoias anrfwef which T received to 
ft laft Saturday was, V* that it is exceptionable, dtfici- 
. •« €m in WIT, and in principle:** My intention was to 
make known to m^ friends, what fecret objedioos 
were ^ade- againft their writings, and the candidate 
whofe intereft they have efpoufed; and furely thi» 
-was tKe duty of a friend. I did not fay, that any part 
of them was true, 1 only wanted a refutation of them ; 
and you fee how they have treated me! What fort of 
4ncri muft they be, who refiife to confirm the waver- 
ing, and inftrudt the ignorant ? Do you and the public 
judge between them and me. fVtt I don*t pretend tiv 
but they of all men might lei that pafs ; and as for ho- 
n^^y^ not to make a fputter about nothing ; when I 
aie of a furfeit of it, you may prepare their Elegy. 

Many 
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Many a jobb have T done for them, and well am I re- 
warded ! But I fubmit it all to you, and am, Sir, 

Standfast Dick. 

Standfast Dick muft excufe our omitting the let- 
ter* that foUoived the above • *we have not room for it. 
}iowever, *we cannot forbear declaring^ that Meff. Drab, 
Lank, and' C^nt, have in our opinion^ aded under pre- 
judice in rejeding this correspondent, for they 
rarely ha^e a better. If Mi. Standfaft ivill try his 
band at verfe, he may.perhapsy be appointed poet in or- 
dinary to the Freeman* s Journal: he vuill certainly car^ 
r^ it holloiv ogainfl Mr. Churchman. 



I 



Mr. HTjEYj 

Am a marr who feldom commit my thoughts to 
print, but the remarkable occurences of the times 
induce me to offer my fentiments^ which if you think 
worth infertion, ycu may publifliat difcretion. 

• « 4^ » ». 4^ «■ « « » » 

• » »«. •• » «.^« • » » 

•- * * * Our correfpondent having fubmit - 
ted his epijlle io> our difcretion, voe hope be will not take 
itamifs^ that vje fupprefs all that part of it vuh'cb pre- 
cedes the foUovijing paragraphs as tooperfonal^ and favours- 
ing more of the Iccld than the reafoner. * ♦ * 
« • « « » « «.-».«» « 
» » « « « » «- »• « « » 

» » ♦ • ♦ #. *- » r- ♦ » « 

You are told from the declining; Tr^^w^^, much of 
paper credit : Indeed the author feeros to be little ac- 
t|uainted with credit of any fort, or: even the ttade of 
this country, for Cure if he did^he w<^uld look upon eve- 
If geribn who promoted credit as an enlarger of trade, 
L 5 and 

r . ' . • 

•'The letter, begins thus,—-** My dear gentlemen, I am a> 
•* honed a free- citizen, as ever trod in broken leather. I 
*' caughf the fpirit of liberty in the year 1749/' *«^« 
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and cooiequently a friend to that, and the mannfao 
tures. It is well known, were every perfon confined 
to the current cafli of the nation, that one tenth part of 
the bufinefs could not be done ; confequently every 
banker, or other perfon, who dricounts for legal in- 
tereft, not only ferves himfelf, but the pubHck, by 
circulating that caih which otherwUe might lie ftag- 
nated. 

1 myfelf have* often paid diicount, and be aflured I 
never did but when I law my own fntereft thereby ; 
and let me obferve, that the good bills, and notes, 
which |o through my hands, finding a currency at the 
banks, nave been a means of encreafing the (mall for* 
tunc with which I began trade, to a handfome compe- 
tency, inibmuch, that I now am enabled to> let many 
<of them bills and notes lie by in my drawer till they 
fall due ; for which comfortable fituation I am entire- 
ly indebted to paper credit, for were it not for that af- 
fiflaiice, I could not have done one fourth part of that 
biiilnefs which has been the means of making my little 
Ibitune. 

It has been obferved, that difcounting bas been tKe 
means of encouraging young merchants into trade,, 
cauilng them to write for goods on the prefiimption of 
turning paper into caih, and confequently theie young 
merchants ibmetimes felling cheaper than they buy, 
to anfwer credits, have occafioned failures ; but how 
IS the banker blameable ? this Tin certain of, from my 
own experience, that a well regulated bank, has, ai^ 
ever muft be, ferviceable to the fair trader, and confe- 
quently fupport and enlarge our trade. 

Tfs faid every banker muft be fubjed to be cruih- 
^ ed by g t, in tafe they Aould difoblige j whicfi 

I entirely deny. Indeed, one worthy banker dtd feet 
fhe cfiR^dts of following the dilates of his own hooeft 
iieait; but let it be remembered, that that gentleman's 
trade was purchaiiflg, and taking mortgages, not dif- 
counting and fupporting the trtde of the city, as ta the 
prefent cafe, 

I am your >iumble fervant. 

An Extensive Trader. 
No. 56, 
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yam te premet mx^fahulaque manes 
Etdomus exilis Plutonia, HoR. 

They're (unk to Pluto's (hadowy coafts, 
Opprefs'd with darknefs; and the fabled ghofts. 

TH £ R £ has been, no doubt, a great mortality 
this feafon amongft authors of every rank : not 
to mention Tragic and Comic poets, novelifts, farce 
writers, but even of news- papers. Falftaffe (who in . 
Harry the fourth only lay down in the field of battle 
as a counterfeit dead man,) is really embvwelled at his 
Weddingt/ He is no longer the living Jack Falftaffe 
of Shakefpeare, btt a caput m^r/^o/Mof blafphemy and 
obfcenity. 

I couldvinention numberlefs others who have vidted 
PI lito'sgldomy regions; fome, however, have efcaped 
this general rot, arid are likely to enjoy vigour and 
. h^lth, even to extreme old age : fuch as the Earl of 
Warwick^ Lwve in a Filldge^ the Maid of the Mill^ and < 
a few more in the dramatic way. The Vi^ar oflVake- 
fiU will enjoy » the bloom of youth, whilft our Ian- - 
guage lives. But the lift of deaths of other perfor- - 
mances, ,would fwell'a volume ; and Jo dreadful and 1 
contagious has thtspeftilence been, that it has defcend- - 
cdtto the very printers and publifters. of^ Journals. 1 1 
proteft, I could (carce believe, that poor John Cant * 
was departed, and I imagined that the elegy and ^pi- - 
taph on him, which 1 (aw in the Mercury, .were a . 
cantrivance of that rogue Hoey, to affright the poor . 
fellow out of his wits, until I was conhrined in* the .' 
certainty of ity by the fdlowing tetter,. which 1 Jeceiv- - 

ed-l 
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ed from himfelf, and which now puts the reality of 
his death beyond all manner of doubt. 

< T» the Jeoffrv Wagstaffe, Efq\ at the Mercury 
* in Parliament'Jireet. 

* ♦ From the Ftrry-boat-flip of the Styx, Feb. 5, 1767. 

•Sir, 

' This is to let you know, I arrived here (afe yefter- 
< day niorning, after a life fpent in want, wretchednefs 
' and inifery. Ah, fir> if 1 had minded niy (hop, 

* and never liftened to the wicked delufions of Drab 

* and Lank, to embark in that wicked Journal, 1 might 
» how be alive, and as well as my ne^hbours. They 
"♦were the people who led me in to print their facti*^ 

* ous nonfenfe, for which all the reward 1 got, was 

* hungry guts and empty purfe. Here am I, poor 

* Fillgarlick, without -a hallpcnny to pay Charoo his 
♦. fare ; f©r, believe me, fir, I expired through want. 
^ All my comfort is, that i fee many writers here as 

* poor and as wretched as myfelf, and the whole banks 
'* of Styx are more crouded with theni, than ever you 

* faw the Quays in Dublin with beggars, for Charon 

* ^will not ferry one of us gratis. . 

\?*^ Mercury too, is very much my enemy, on ac- 
'■* count of my printing that foolifli poem where hw 
*- name was hauled into fuch vile ftuff, which greatly 
•* affronted him 5 fo that I have no friend here that can. 
*' (erve me. For goodnefs fake, dear fir, fend thofe 

* three follows, Gripe, Dkab, and Lank after me^ 

* as foon as you can, and that will be fome comfort to 
' me : for I may bow fay, " had I ferved my (hop 
^ with half the zeal I Served their wicked printing 
*5 Ipiife, at St. Audeon's Afch, it had not now left me 
^ naked, on the banks of Styx." It would ai^aze you 
< to fee the numbers of booksi pamphlets, iheets, half 

* flieeta and jdarnals, which arrive here, and are thrown 

* into Lethe as fidl as they come I affure you tlso 
f fiver is ahnoft full of thcra, and I can plainly dil- 

* cover 
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* cover fome of my own handy- work among them, by 

* the lady with the Rod and Wreath. ^ 

' I cannot find any of the poppy tea here, or the 

* warm liquors made of the waters of Lethe, mention- 

* cd by your coufin BickcrftafFe ; or if I could, have 

* 1 money to buy them. I beg, therefore, you will, 
« for charity, remit me a little calh by the firft fafe 

* hand bound for this place, but do not fend it by 

* Gripe, (who I hear died yefterday) and you will 

* greatly comfort the afflidled ghoft of' 

* J. CANT.' 
I fhall conclude this day's Batchelor with the follow- 
ing lines (which my printer lately received) on the 

death of Mr. Gripe the attorney, one of the 

fcriblers for the Freeman's Journal, who, on Wcd- 
nefday the 4th of this inft. February, expired fudden- 
ly at hishoufein ♦ » * ♦-ftrcet, while he' fat at fup- 
per with feme of his friends, j 

Cumfemeloccideris, i^ de tefpUndida Minos 

Fecerit arbitria Hor. 

/ Soon fhall ftern Minos, thron'd in awful ftate. 

O'er thee pronounce the folemn words of fate. 

HERE under arreft lies a fimh of the Ia*w, 
On nxjhom the grand catch-pole hath f often" d his^ 

And hurrfd him hence ^ to acemnt for his tricks ^ 
Before my lord Minos, chief juflice of Styx ; 
Where neither demurrers, delays nor e^afionsy. 
(Tho found fo fuccefsful on former occafions ) 
I'he hrihing of 'votes and the packing of juries^ 
Shall fd've his long hack from the lafh of the Furies. 
Not all his in'vention^fo fruitful and cle'uer. 
Shall keep the black vulture ^e/« gnawing bis Kver ,- 
Norjhall the deieits, ixjhich he usd t(k rey on, 
Sufpendhis career on the ivheeiofltiotn. 
Tie quirks, *which he here of ten praxis d to bite us^ 
%here nought wll ofvail for repaJingCocytus; 
Nor mufihe fuppofe y that the fame oj his Journal 
Will yield him relief in thofe reg-ons nocturnal j 



Or 
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Or dream that bis friends of thefaSiMS emmttee^ 
Cass *wbeedle old Pluto to treat bim *witb pity ; 
For, obf tbe attempt were thegroffefi of errors, 
Qo move, or to/of tern that motiarcb of terrors / 

Tbem tbink of tbefe borrows, O think in duejeafon. 
Ye traders inpandaly frauds faSion and treajon^ 
O think and retent, eUryou take a iong journey , 
Andfhun the J ad fate of poor G kite tbe attorney. X 

Dub/in^ Feb. 1 3. We hear, that Meflrs. Drab, and 
Lank have taken the death of poor Cant fo much 
to heart, that ihey have kept their beds ever tince 
his departure. And it is imagined the fudden death 
of Mr. Gripb will precipitate their own. If thi« 
melancholy event fhould happen before Tuefday next 
(and it is rumoured they cannot furvive this night) 
the public may be aflTured of having [proper intelli- 
gence thereof in the Mercury of that dtty. 



No. 57. Tue/day^ Feh'uary 17. 



Syllogifmus efi orestio in qua qnibus dam pofitis^ 
Di'verfum quid oppofitis, propter eaquce oppcfita 
Sunt, necejariofequitnr. BuRCBSDi, 

THERE arc numberlefs authorities to prove, , 
that there is no art or fcience of equal anti*. 
quity to, or that has been fo uaivcrfally ufed, among 
the human fpecies) as that of Scoi^ding. We find 
in Milton, that no fooner had our firft parents ^Uen « 
from the ftate of innocence, than they diiedly fell } 
into conjugal difputes, and fcolded juft aa. our - 
modern couples do. Their whole. quarrel n finely 
painted in the Spe£tator. 

The next authority I fliall bring to fiipporli m/^ 
argumeor , is Horace, who fays. 

Cm 
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Cum prorepfirunt primis animalia terra. 
Mutum et turpe ptcusy glandem atqite cuhilia proptety 
Unguibus ft pugttiSf dein fujiibus^ at que it a porro 
' Pugnabant armis, qua poft fahrkanferat u/us y 
Donee tverba^ quibus *v6cet fenfufque notarentt 
Nomittuque invenere. 

" When the firft mortals crawluig rofe to birrh, 
•* Speechlefs and wretched, from their mother 

** earrfj>. 
** For caves and aeorn9, then the food of hTe, 
** With nails and fifts they held a Woedlefs ftrife, 
** But foon improv'd, with clubs they bolder fought, 
^ And various arms, which fad experience wrought, 
** Till ivordsf to/co/d with, happtlj were found, 
** And names hnprefs'd a meaning upon found." 

Thus we fee^ that thfis nobFe fcience has had Its 
date almofl as eaily as the beginning of the world ; 
but in its infant date mud have fallen infinitely (hor( 
of that perfedion to which it has fince been carried* 
The world has been vaftly indebted to the logicians 
in particular, who have improved it prodigioufly, 
by reducing it to mode and figure, and taught men 
to (cold /ecu ft dum artem. Whoever will be at the 
pains or conftruing my motto, will find that my 
friend Burgefdicius was no fmall aififtant : for what 
are all the fyllogiftical cavils and difputations in the 
fchools, but logical fcolding matches ? and yet, 
whoever will be curious enough to go into the fifh- 
market at Ormond-quay, will find ftronger fyllogifms 
formed, and better concludons drawn from the pre- 
mifes, than in Burgefdicius or the art of thinking. 
They fometimes, it is true, tranfgrefs a little the 
rules of logic, by drawing univerfal conclufions 
from particular premifes 1 fuch for inllance, as that 
becaufe one of a family was hanged, ail the reft 
jDuil. of courfe, follow him. 

But to leave this lower clafs of logicians ; the 
great Mr. Locke^ in his chapter on the abufe of 

words 
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words, (by which, no doubt, he means fcolding) 
gives rules for ladies and people of fafhion to fc^nda- 
lize, abufe, fcold and defame one another. I (hall 
give his rules in his own words, and expUin them 
as well as 1 can, for the benefit of my female rea- 
ders : and firft, he fays. By ujing nvords 'without clear 
and difiina ideas. By this, I fuppofe he means the 
abuiing one another in polite, hard words, which 
neither party underftand the real meaning of, but 
picked up from others 5 fuch as words derived from 
Latin or Greek.* Anmal is a name of great reproach 
with the fair fex ; Penurious with them fignifies nice, 
or conceited, and many others. This may be called 
hypothetical fcolding upon try ft, as they abufe 
by fuppofition in words which they intend for 
abuiive. 

Secondly, hy inconftanq in the ufe 9f ^words. Can. 
any thing be more natural than this rule? How 
often do we find the word creature^ for example, 
inade ufe of as an exprefHon of the greateft enco> 
mium ; as. the dear creature; tYLt/iJueet creature^ or, 
on the contrary, as a term of the higheft contempt,, 
as, the creature. 

Thirdly, hy an affeBed ohfiurity. By this, no. 
doubt, he means inuendoes; that fhe could fay t,, 
great deal more if (he pieafed, or thought her wortk^ 
her while : or eKe, (he may hint at fome flip which 
the other has made, and gives her broad hints of it; 
Swift had this in view when he fays, 

Can read a nod^ a Jlnrug^ a iook^ 
Far hetter than a printed hook : 
Convey a lihisl in a fro^jon^ 
And nvink a reputation doiun ; 
Ory hy thi iojffing of a fan, 
De/cribe the lady and the man^ 

ToMvthlyf lyUth'n^ tvords for things. The mean- 
ing of this is obvious, and points out thofe tattling 
females, who gad about to pick up fcandal^ and 

take 
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take every thing they hear for h&, : and Swift again 
fays, . 

Attdt madam f if it he a lie^ 
Tou have the tale as cheap as I : 
J muft coticeai tny authttr'^s name^^ 
But no*w *tis ktio'wn to €<immonfame. 

Fifthly, the fitting them in the place of things nxihhh 
the} can hy no meant Jignify. This relates to thofe 
who may, peThaps> make feme finals miilake with 
regard to the pcrfon defamed j as ftfppofe one (hould 
fay, Lady 3neer lov'd gallantry, when (he (hould 
have faid Lady Sackbut j of that Billy Fribble lov'd 
drinking, whea fhe ought to have fpoke of Boi> Red 
Nofe, 

Sixthly, he fays, the more general and lefs ohfer'veJ 
rule is, they are apt to imagine fo near and necejfary a 
connexion hetiveen the names, and the fignif cations they 
ufe them in, that they fortwardly fuppofe one cannot hut 
under ft and twhat their meaning is* This is, no doubt, 
very provoking, as if people were obliged to know 
her meaning b)^ her muipping. You'll often hear 
eld ladies tranfgrefs in this particular ; .as the one I 
mean ^ you knonv fwho; or, the tall, black gentleman^ 
the old fat laoy^ and fo forth,. They ufe this rule to 
be thought of fome importance, or elfe v;heR they 
are afraid to fpeak out. 

Seventhly, /g«r<i//«i;^ /?^ri6^. This laft precept is 
not fo much intended for the ufe of the fair fex^ as. 
for indigent fcriblers. Jt; points out the method to 
diena of railing', the, wind, whei^ they are ftarving* 
For example, any of them whom the Httle Cammittee 
of the Free Prefs cannot maintain, have nothing to 
do but write an impudent letter in figurative fpecch, 
to any perfon, that they will libel him if he does not 
give them a fum of money. 



P. S. Meff. Drab and Lank departed this life 
about 10 o'clock laft night, in a mutual embrace. . 
I heard c^i their death too late to enlarge on it this 

day, 
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day, but ihail de?ote my next fpeculatiQa to that 
dokfiii fubjed. W 



From the Mercury in Partiament-ftreet. 

[The followiir^ came to hand befote the death of- 
Mr. Gripe happened » but was miflaid.] 

fke HUMBLE PETriTION •/MeCDuAB, Lank,. 
and Gripb, the remaining Memben of the Com* 
mttee $f the Free Pre/s > to bn HicwNKSSy MER- 
CURY. 

GOOD Me rcu r y, we fend you greetings. 
Drab, Lank, ^sjm^Giiipb, at prefent nuethgy 
Poor Ca N T it gone ! our good dtreHor^, 
Mas ! alas ! he^s nonv afpeSre : 
BtU nni bavejitil a mind to Hve^ 
And fear the deeedly blows ff»n gi^^. 
Okl CwAHom is mfurlyrfelhwy 
Or Cant nnouldfure have made bim mittinn fr. 
tie drinks no porter,* but nve lome it^ 
(Nor punch nor cyder are above it ij 
Een let the two nowfadge together^ , 
Ca NT a/^er all was but a feather. . 
So^ affrehensffng ekffolution^ 
We, Pillars of the confticution,. 
Zend thefe our letters of fubmijjton^ 
Nor dare to make the leaft conditions 
OurfoUy weuf attack your printer ^ 
As Papiflt Churchman,^ or Diffenter : - 
Twas more tbanfol/y, ive were mad^^ 
W^ no religion emer had. 
Forgive us^ fr^ and by your l^ave^^ 
Sweet M £ R c u R Y. nue only cravc^ 
To dealt as nfual^ infeditton^ , 
Scandatand lie* our am*t»unition .*r 

To 

•" Cant dealt in London Porter, of the bcft qnalUjr and fltromr 
and warranted F»»». from adulteration. Vide, Freema^s 
Journal.. 
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To Uijb nt tvueroys and their minions^ 
XJnleJs they jump in our opinions ; 
Tabuje the members 0/ the fenatey 
Who differ in a fingle tevet 
From our defigningfaBious forty ^ 
Who to inflame are e'ver hearty : 
Nor can <we have the aldermen 
Without ajccurgingfrom our pen ; 
The chief magi firate of the city^ 
In njain^from us, /Ball hope for pity : 
Whether the/e men he good or had^ 
Vnlefs they pleafe mSy they are (^d i 
For if they ha*ue one private *vice^ 
The ivor/df^a/I inoiv it in a thrice ; 
So let ihem help us by the bye 
To put the Green* goofe in the pye^ 

Or elfe but foft, nve ask your pardon y 

Good Mercury, for fur e *tis hard on 

Men like us, who live byfaSlion^ 

To nurite fomuch nvithout detraSion^ 

Scandal or calumny, our food. 

By nxhicb lue live, *we breathe, 'we brood. 

Be it your s to guard fair virtue* s caufiy 
To gronvhg merit give applaufe : 
Wit, ivith good-nature, ever bierd, 1 

Of innocence the guardian friend, r 

^nd human failings kindly mend. J 

Be this thy glory ; ours the Jhame 
Td lajh, to fccld, tofcourge and blame ^ 
And hate mankind: "tis our delight 
With mifchieffvaeet to glut our ffight. 
But lo ! the ghod ofQhur ^pff^^i ' 
He beckons to us ! honv he flares ! 
Oh, M^ncVRY fave us f ht us Pay, 
And your petitioners /hall pray, &fr. 6'r. £sfr. 

F Signed, Drab. Lank, Gripe? 

the whole Cammittee. 

No. 

♦ Mr. Gr— B, wap, at this time, a candidate for the feat in 
Parli.^mcnt, vacant by th« death of James Gr attan, Efq. 
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No. 58. Saturday^ February 21. 



Pallida mors ^pquo pulfat pede pauperum tahemas 
Regumque turres, HoR. 

All human things are fi^bjedt to decay. 

And when fate fummona, monarchs muft obey. 

Mac PbE'CKNO. 

IT has often ha()peiied that before misfortunes 
either to themfelves or others, men have had cer- 
tain prefages, omens^and forebodings of them, either 
by dreams, or by various other waysi We find Julius 
Cxfar had many warnings <s^ his approaching fate. 
We read in hiftory of numerous . inftances or prog- 
noftics of the feme kind. Providence, no doubt, hat 
had very wife and j»ft reafona for thus giving, fome 
men, as it werer a fore-knowledge of what is to hap* 
pen, in order to prepare their minds for ibme great 
event, or for other can ies which are above our com- 
preheniions to pry into. 

\ ffiaU now acquaint my readers with ill H>mens 
which have within this week happened to me, and 
tho' I am' not* apt to. be fuperftitious, or to credit 
things o^ thfs fort, yet thev were ^^ flirong^ that I 
thought fome accident muft happen either ta myfelf 
or others. In fhort, tHey were as follow : — My cook 
took, by miftake, for waffe paper, two of my fpecn- 
lations to finge fowl ; yefterday morning I Broke the- 
iotenfil under my bed ; but the worft of all is, oh 
fetal dream, I thought laft night that the Wreath vol 
Hiberhia's hand was turned into Rojemary^ and her 
Snakes Jnto three hamper Eels. I awaked in great hor- 
ror, and as foon as it was day I got up. I immedi- 
ately conjectured that fome ill had befallen to my 
friends of the Free^Prefs, and therefore difpatched 

my 
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-niy fervant to enquire how they were : he fbon re- 
turned with the melancholy news that poor MelT. 
Drab and Lank had departed this life at ten o'clock 
lad night, i own T was the lefs fhocked at this in- 
telligence, on account of the prefages mentioned. I 
inftandy drefled and went out, in order to find out 
the particulars, and caufe of their fudden departure. 
I was informed that they took the Death of their 
faithful Cant, and tr^ifty Gripe, fo much to heart, 
that they never held »p their heads fince, nor were 
obferved fo much as to fmile. 1 hear, that as they were 
partners in their lives, qn their deaths they will not 
be divided, but are to be buried in one grave in the 
Cabbage Garden : there, no <kmbt, as from the head- 
lefs ^^Iks o( cabbages, new fprouts wiJl fpring from 
them to form frefli Committees. I am told they arc 
to be interred in grear pomp, and that the corpora- 
tion of printers win attend at the funeral, as that of 
the button-makers did at that of poor Cant. Hoey 
has borrowed one of his father's great wigs, under 
which he intends to tuck up his hair, to appear the 
more folemn on the occaiioo. Four poets and four 
profe writers, are to bear the pall ; no doubt free 
citizens. Innumerable coblers, porters and chair- 
men, will attend their obfequies. Goody Bates, their 
book-keeper, is to attend as chief mourner. » 

As Mr. Cant and Mr. Gripe have had the .honour 
of epitaphs, I do not think it fitting that their mafterii 
fhould go without one. As they lie in the fame 

frave, one wiil fervjc them t)0tb, which is killing two 
irds with or.^ ftone. 
1 have always thought the ftyle of an epitaph 
ftould be as platin and fimple as podible, without any 
affectation of humour or wit. In mine I think I have 
not tranfgtefled in eikher ; and if my readers approve 
»of -it, 1 will have it engraved on the tomb-flone. 

Interred beneath this marble Jlaby 
A cloth yard deep lies brazen Drab, 
Who tuben a/s*ve 'was ivife and luitty^ 
And leader chief of the Committee, 

In 
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In the fame grave rep^fes Lank, 
MHyyfe prii&e grim death hat made a blank ; 
As in their lives they parted Mt^ 
Sp here together do they rot. 
Their zany Cast, frfi/natcht away^ 
FiWdhoth their hearts nuithfucb difmay^ 
^Tisfaid they died of fear y not pain^ 
Jh! •* whenjhall three fuch meet again. ^* 

Their ii;/7, alas^ is now laid low : 
By this, kind reader y thou mafft knov9, 
^iddits and quillets cou^d not fave 
This great committee from the gra^ve 
Peters and chairmen, pray draw near ; 
Te coblers^Jhed a ftUnt tear ; 
The freedom of your prefs is fled. 
Since Drab, Lank, Cant andGnifE are dead. 



By the laft advices from the infernal regions, we 
hear, that J. Cant has, at laft, pafied the river Styx 
in the Brim-ftonc Wherry, Capt. Charon, and arri« 
Ted fafe on the other fide. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

TO be fold by Goody Bates, fole executrix t^ 
the late Meff. Drab and Lank, deceased, at 
ft.^ Audoen's Arch, a vaft quantity of foul paper, 
being their ftock in trade j confifting of Freeman's 
Journals, foul copies in pro(e and verfe, of invedives 
againft my Lord Mayor ^nd aldermen, and many 
other particulars too tedious to infert j they v^rould be 
very ufeful for fnuff (hops, huckfters cellars, or gen-f 
tlemen^s neceifary houses. For further particulars, 
enquire of Goody Bates above-mentioned. J 



No. 59. 
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Cur eg€t indignus quifquam ? 
Te di'vite Ho ji . 

Whilft 70U arc rich, why do the worthy want ? 

AS there cannot be a greater blefling than a plen- 
tiful fliare of the goods of fortune, if wc 
make a proper ufe of them 5 fo on the contrary, I 
think, there cannot be a greater curie, if they are 
tnifapplied from thole Purpofes for which they were 
^committed to us by the Great Giver of all things. 
We (hould look upon them as talents entrufted to us 
hy Providence, for the due management of which we 
are undoubtedly accountable to the Donor. Now, if 
we fquander thefe in idle pomp and luxury, in ga- 
ming and debauchery, in corrupting the morals of 
others, as well as our own, in liaying fnares to de- 
fraud the innocent virgin of her virtue j how vaftly 
will this fwell the account againft us ? How much 
better would it have been for us to have been born 
beggars, and lived a life of indigence and mifery, 
than to inherit an eilate in thefe circumftances ? How. 
horrid muft fuch wretches appear to him, lobo is #/ 
purer eyes than to heboid iniquity ? when even to the 
thinking part of mankind, they are the objefts of 
. contempt and hatred. But what ihall we (ay of that 
man who hoards up riches, whilft indigent merit is 
expiring for want of a fmall ihare of that gold, which 
liv«s ufelefs in bis coffers? His avarice is, in fome 
meafure, his ptinifhmenr, as he is incapable of feeling 
that exalted joy which fprings up in a noble and ge- 
nerous mind on the doing a beneficent adion. 

Although we have many inftances of thofe infa- 
mous fellows 1 have been fpeaking of, yet I muft do 

juftice 
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juflice to this kii^oin, hy faying, that in proportion 
to its wcahh, there is not a more charitable country 
in Europe ; and that the city of Dublin, in particu- 
lar, is remarkably humane to the diftreifed : witnefs 
the number of bofpitals and public charities of all 
forts ; the concerts, affemblies and charitable plays, 
ftjT the relief of widows and orphans, or to prevent 
our roiferable fellow-creatures from periOiing in a 
loath fome jail. Thefe are ads, which the great 
Source of love and benevolence, fmiles on with plea- 
fure ; and (iirely if we had no other motive for it 
than that of pleaiing him, our gratitude fhould oblige 
us to them, as we receive all rhii^ from him. 

There was, not many years a^o, a nobleman in 
England, who employed his great intereft and vaft 
fortune, in relieving thoie whom unavoidable misfor- 
tunes had reduced to poverty. Common beggars he 
detefted, as he looked on thofe impoiing vagrants to 
be the pefts of fbciety, and unwordiy of relief: he 
was as induftrious to look out for thofe who could 
not work, and to beg were afhamed, as another, 
perhaps, would be to find out a fine girl to gratify his 
vicious appetite : when he found oht a perfbn worthy 
of it, he was unbounded in his beneficence : he often 
concealed his quality, and difguifed himfelf in vari- 
ous habits, in order to difcover fit objeds for his 
charity, and many received his bounty without know- 
ing the giver. What a glorious foretafte mufl that 
great man have had, even in this life, of that happi- 
n^fs which he now enjoys ! 

Of the many diftreffed people I fee advertifed in 
the publick papers, I do not obferve a more real ob- 
jeCt of diftrefs, than poor Mynit the player. Swift 
fays, that players are hardly favers^ and therefore I 
fancy few of them lay up any thing againfl what is 
called) a rainy day^ that is, againft age and infirmi- 
ties, This poor man, whom I remember ' to have 
been a decent and ufefiil ador, kept the flagc as long 
as Le could, till age and ficknefs obliged him to make 
bis exit. Though he never was advanced to a thea- 
trical throne, yet I remember him no lefs a man than 

prime 
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prime minifter to the king of Denmark ; and it had 
been now happy for the poor old fellow, if Hamlet 
had really put an end ro his miiertes in the dofet icene. 
I would therefore recommend this fallen minifter of 
ftate, as anjobjedt worthy of the companion of my 
readers. The retrenchuig the fmalleft fuperfluity in 
any article of expence, and beftowtngit oa this wietch- 
ed fellow creature, would make him hM>py ; the ghrer 
will receive infinitely more pleafiire from it than in 
throwing it away oii the butler of a rentleman at whoic 
boufe he dines, who, perhaps^ will fquander it at a 
brandy-fhop. Had thift Mymt been a& idle debtmcb- 
ed fellow^ 1 would not be thu3 follicitous about him i 
but I can afTure my readers^ that He always was a fo- 
ber regular man, and that it is owing to unavoidable 
misfortunes that he is obliged to have recourfe to an 
adverttiement in the Mercury (or charity. 

P. S. By the laft advices received from the infer- 
nal regions, we are informed, that Gripe the attorney 
has let all the ghods by the ears, and is attempting the 
fame fort of tricksin the infernal courts, which he prtc- 
tifed here. We are told, a writ, fimilar to our Ha- 
beus Corpus, is likely to be iifued out againA him, to 
remove him into Tartarus*, where my lord chief betfOn 
Radamanthus will probably trounce him. J 



From the MERcuftV in Parliamem-ftrcet, 

TO evince our candour, and that we do not mean 
in any remarks that may appear in this paper on 
the following defperate Bravado, to make falfe quota- 
tions from it, diftort the expreiH<»), or take advantage 
of its not hemg puhlscklj feen; we Ihall infert it ver- 
vabatim, as it ftands in the Freeman's Jourcal of lad 
Saturday. In this fair, ingenuous manner, we treated 
a former attempt at an attack on the Mercury ; for the 
moft infallible way of expoiing d\ilnds, is to make it 
public. 

Vol. I. M T4 

* Tartaras is fomewhat like our Kewgatt* 
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*f«/ir C OMM ITT EE (i)for tbeconduaing the 
FREE-PRESS. 

VGentlkm<n, 

* TT 7HO could imagine, that the refpcAable whole- 
« VV ^^ merchant (hbuld condeftend to be there- 
*' taiier of old libel lumber »the refiife of otherin^n's fhops?^ 

* Or that the once patriotic writer^AndafTertorof libef'- 

* ty, ihould DOW denounce the moft unalterable friend 
^ toliberqr9anlQceMfiar7?(2) Tbeftoieninredive^in 

< the foD^f freedom, was heard With rapture in an af- 

* iembly, where a profeflbr of virtue was cpnikkred as 

* a natural enemy ; and where a convert from it, could 

* not give more certain figns of his iinceAj, dian by 

< traducing the principles which he had before, with 

* the moft remarkable zeal and abilities, fupported. For 

* them, this was a triumph indeed. But with the diiin- 

< terefted, virtuous citizens, that faHe and impudent 

* dander found a very ^liffe^nt reception ; and at this 

< day, to give it to them Hewed and hafhed up again, is 

* intoleraUe to the 4aft degree. It is for this reafon, 
' <loubtleis, that this gentleman has taken for his faint, 

* MtHury^ (3) who was the faint of thieves as well as of 

* merchants ; ^mder his fign hepoinit out the place of bis 

* abode ; (4) and, in order to terrify, J fuppofe, he has 

* given his Ihopkeeper the tremendous name of Wag- 

* ftaffe. But it is very well known who this wag is, 

* this reverend club-footed fpirit, that the merchant has 

* railed to help him in his fpelling. But let me tell both 

•the 

(i) For Committee, read, Gocdy Bates : the Committee be- 
ing defon^^. 

(a) Do you feel it. Dr. Phlogos > 

(3) It would have been well for your Eye Sight that you had 
never TAKEN any Mil co»Y. 

(4) We wiih the writer would get feme one to explain what 
he means by faying——'* Under his fign he pwots out the place 
of his abode.**— —We have confulted Hoey's fign of Mil- 
c u RT, and all the information we can make out from the words 
under it« is, that James Hoey, is a Book feller, and pi inter of the 
Dublin Miacuar. 
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* the merchant, and his ally the gownfman, that it is ve- 

* ly dangerous to throw the firft ftone. What parts or 

* propertjhave either the one or the other of thefe gen- 
' tlemen ? And who will take either of their words for 

* the parts or properties of others ? As I am a North 

* country man, if I fee the public papers again ftained 

* with the (lime of thefe devouring animals, 1 (hall 

* trouble you with a (hort hiftory of their birth and ad- 

* venture;s,(5) that the town may fee what they have to 

* truft to, when they depend upon the credit of fuch 

* mfircinaries, ' T. B.' (6) 



No. 60. Saturday^ February 28. 



'j4t ingenium ingens 



I 



Jnculto latet bocfub corpora.' ■ ■ Ho R , 

And underneath this rough, uncouth diiguife, 
A genius of extenfive knowledge lies. ^ 

Made a vtlit the other day to an old friend and ac- 

quaintance of mine, the Widow Caper. She ig 

the relifl of poor Will Caper, whom I knew inti- 
mately. He was one of thofe harmlef§ beings who 
never gave ofFencei and in the common acceptation of 
the word, paffed on that account for a polite, weU bred 
gendeman. Nature, though (he denied him fenfe, yet 
(he gave him a talent for dancing. He was reckoned 
the beft dancer, and the genteelefl man in his per(bn, 
f>( any in the kingdom. The ladies all adored him for 
M z this 

(5) Indeed you cannot j for you have now proved yourfelf » 
very Blind Atcher, by your random (hots at a knowledge of our 
luchors. Neither— — '* Reverend Club footed Spirit . . 

Gownfman—- —or. North Country Man*'— carry the leaft 

mark whereby any one of them is pointed out: — -^— .by Mer- 
cury, we i'wear, you are totally blind in this matter. 

(6) T. B. we fuppofe, fignifies Thomas Blvnder»u*». 
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this ciptiracif^ ac€Oinpliibiiienr« and he had jxothiag to 
do but pick and chooie her he liked beft. 

Will had but a (mall, fortune, but at length Mib 
Jbnny Sprightly, who had a good eftate in her 
own power, and had reftifed feveral men of good fen/c 
and h>rrane, fell a vidtim to his heels, and married him. 
When I entered the parlour, I law her feated in an 
arm chair, in the utmoft agonj of diftrefs. f was a- 
bout to retire, and told her I was forry I had come at 
fb unfeafonable a time, but that I would take another 
ppportunity of waiting on her. " Not at all, Mr. 
•' Wagftaffe," fays Ae, ** pray fit down, I am very 
'^ gjbd to iee yov* particularfy at thtstune,. to a& your 
" advice in an afl^air of the utmod importance, and 
'* which is the caufe of this trouble you fee raein '* 

I (aw her fo much moved, that fhe affeded me exf 
e eed ingly ; forra handfome woman in diflrefs is tl4 
Bioft moving obje^ in the world : and I told her. 

* Madam, there is nothing in which my fword, my 

* fortune or advice, can be of any fervice to you, that 
' is not entirely at your conimand* She thanked 
me, and fajd, *' I am afraid it will not be in your pow« 
•* er to ferve me, for oh! Mr. WagftaflFe, my fon 

** Jack; oh my Jack, my only child." Here a 

-flood of tears ftopt her. ' What, madam, I hope he 

* is not dead,* cried I haftily ; * if that be the 

* cafe, madam, we mufl. all refign.' " Not at all, fir," 
Cays flie, interrupting me, ** he is well enough in 
•* health, but he is turned out thearranteft blockhead 
" upon earth." * Ho w» madam,' exclaiming in forae 
fiiipize, ^ how is that poflible ? I examined him not 
' a month ago in Horace, and thought him one of the 

* brighteft geoiuies I ever knew of his age ; and his 
^ mafter gives me the fame charadler of him.* '* You 
** quite miftake the point, Mr. Wagftaffe," cried fhe, 
warmly, " I did not care if he did not know a word 
*^ of your nafty Horace, or of Latin 6r Greek, for 
** they will never make a gentleman ; but my whole 
" cauie of grieif is this; Monfieur Rigadoon, his 
*• dancing maf^er, told me no later than this morning, 
" that he was the greateft dunce he ever met with in 

«aU 
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•• all his life, and advifed me to take him not only 
*' from under his care, but of that of every matter 
*' whatever. Ever fince you firft comnaended him as 
** a fcholar, 1 never could get any good of him, but 
** his whole time and thought is taken up about thofe 
" odious filthy books ; fo that he has quite forgot hi> 
** minuet ftep. Is it not fhocking, , Mr. WagftaiFe, 
" that the fon of my dear Will Caper wiUb^ fit 
* * for nothing elfe but a lawyer or a parfon ? That 
•* when I thought to have bred him up ft)r the army^ 
*^ and made him a pretty gentleman, and that he might 
'* in time, as his father often did, offer his hand to a 

** D s,and be matter of the— " Here her fpirits 

funk under her, and flie fainted away. I called her fer- 
vants to recover her, (which 1 fuppofe they did by 
the means of fme^ling bottles) and f came away. 

As I walked home, 1 ruminated on the abfiud follr 
of the widow Capeii ; 1 confidered that her cafe is 
not lingular ; that the greater part of the fair fex are 
not only more careful in improving their perfons than 
their underlhindings, but that they alfo make a JYidg- 
mentofourfexat the wrong ( " *" ttle, 

who never could get througl fcKpol, 

nor ever read a page of any ai id can- 

not put three words of comn r^ is a 

prodigious favourite among tl: e plays 

at cards with the old ones^ an young 

onces ; the dear creature has -^ jl room, 

and approaches a lady in a minuet ftep. I have ieen 
this uieer outfide of a man tittering with three or four 
filly girls in the corner of a room, at the ungraceful 
bow of a man of fenfe, and a fcholar, whofe whole life 
had been taken up in rendering the moft noble part of 
him graceful and beautiful, his mind. 

Theperfon fuppofedto be hinted at by Horace, in 
the paflagc of which my motto is a part, is no lefs a 
man than the great Virgil. He is here defcribedas an 
aukward (loven, and though he could neither dance, 
fpeak French, nor hum an air of an Italian Opera, yet 
was he received as a favourite into one of the moft po- 
lite courts that ever was upon earth, that of Auguftus. 
M 3 As 
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As I love my own fpecies, and pardclilarly the fair 
part of it, I could hcartilj wifli they would lay alidc 
their falfe tafte, and that a man who is well acquaint- 
ed with the works of him* and other great geniufes of 
Greece and Rome, (hould be^ better received into 
their company, than any dancing, ikipping fop, or 
pert, ignorant, illiterate coxcomb whatfbever. 

P. S. I have Mr. T. B's. alias Mr. Thomas Blun- 
derbufs*s letter in the Freeman's Journal of Tuefday 
laft, now before me, and fhall give the public my fen- 
timents thereon next Tue(3ay. J 



From the Mercury in ParUament {{reet« 
On the death of Mejfrs, Drab ondhMUL, 

POOR l^tLkBimJLAiiK, fir judgment ripi^ 
Lafl Monday finnhbt f^Uow'd Gripe, 
And both together took tbeirjoumies 
DoiJbn to the report of httomies. 
But how their friends received them there ^ 
What, fate they met, and hunu they fare ; 
Whether by M i Nos doomed at lafi 
For all their (ins and errors pafi j 
Fw all the ills they turought in life^ 
Fraudy faQion^ treafon^ malice ^firife ; 
Mu/iftillhe ivrapt in gloom profound ^ 
Like all tranfadions under ground^ 
^ill Cant returns ^ to let us know 
Thefecrets of tkefcenes below X 
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No. 6f. ^uefdayy March 5*. 



-t7w tvuutfo 



Non deficit alter , Vihg. 

One being pluckt, another ftill (ucceeds. 

1 Imagined that when thofe worthy members of the 
late Committee, Meffieurs Drab, Lank, Cant and 
Gripe were laid in the Cabbage Garden^ that fcandal, 
nonienfe ^ndcabimny ivere interred iwtb their bones^i 
but alas ! I find thofe hideous mongers li<ve after them. 
Some frelh blockheads have taken their place, (o that 
it is an Herculean labour to attempt to cut off this 
Hydra of Committees, or ta deanfethat Ai^eas'sftable 
at St. Audeon's-Arch- Thofe of the form^ commit- 
tee were fcarce rotten, when a new race of vermin 
crawls forth from their bowels, By a kind of aquivo- 
cal generation, like maggots from the carcafe of a dead 
dog. 

It is obferved by naturalifts, that if you cut a poly- 
pus into ever fo manv pieces, each piece wiU form an 
entire polypus : in like manner, it is poinble,.that any 
vagabond wretch belonging to that, tremendous print- 
ing prefs, might become an entire committee, and be as 
much fo as all the priiline members were, when unit- 
ed. Now, for inftance, why might not Goody Bates 
form an entire polypus of a committee? Phlogos, no 
doubt, will feed her up with declamatory nonfenfe, as 
this prefs is the only chymical apparatus he has now 
left him for tranfmuting his liberty^ freedom and in- 
dependency, mto gold. He alfb has the preiumption 
to imagine, that by clapping thofe paper wings of Jour- 
nals to the (houlders of his^r^^n Icarus, he ihall be 
able to fly over the heads of his fuperiors. I can af- 
fure this old Daedalus, that all he will get for his pains » 
M 4 is 
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is to lament bitterly the lofs of his boy, and that he 
will not haTe even a ftipend to comfort him. 

As this new committee pretends to deal with the 
devil for intelligence, why may it not be poifible tliat 
the deceafed members may Hill continue to lend their 
afliftance, by fending ftuff from the infernal regiont. 
Virgil tells us that the fame deiires which we have oa 

earthy purfue us after death^^ Eademfeqidtur teUurt 

repoflos. So that it is natural enough that thev fhould 
continue to affift the caufe, by emitting their Ipite and 
venom from the nether abodes, and that their troubled 
fpirits^ouid ftill haunt the purlieus of St. Audeoa's 
Arch. 

I am the more confirmed in this opinion, by a let- 
ter figned T. B. which lately appeared in the Frec- 
man*8 Journal. This, I am certain, muft have been 
of their inditing, as no man or men aHve could writ* 
fuch nonfenfe. It fnieHa moft ftrongly of tfae^A<A*^ 
Jbitty and isei^'rely void of any thing Hke/(/r ; befidcs, 
what mortal living vfouM dare to affront, in fiich a 
manner, fo re&edable a body of men as the merchants 
of the city of Dublin, by ranking them with thieves ? 
for this he does plainly, by faying that Mercury is th 
Saint of tbii'ves as nuell as of merchants. Now it it 
well known, that every corporation in the city is un- 
der the tutelage of fome patticular faint ; but this in- 
fernal legion of hobgoblins, in their letter, would fain 
unite the guild of merchants and the thieves of New- 
gate into one corporation, and place them under one 
tutelar faint % and all this abufe, forfooth, is thrown 
out againft them for no other reafbn, but becaufe the 
principal merchants of the city of Dublin will not be 
led by the nofe, to aggrandize Phlogos and his fac- 
tion. 

In the next fentence are thefe words ; " Umhr bis 
** JSgm be points tW the place tf his abode P This, in 
my opinion, is downright nonfenfe ; it may be good 
infernal lancruage, but to me it is unintdligible. I 
fuppofe, if tkey h«ive any meaning at all, it is this,— 
fh«t Mercury, from his fign i^>09je, fhews that he lives 
Iflonx), This I look upon as a compliment to me, tho' 

not 
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not intended, for he was the god of genius as well aso^ 
thieves. 

Next hefajSy '* in order to terrify, he has given I:As 
" (hop-keeper the tremendous name of Wagftaffe." 
By this fhop-keeper, no doubt, he means Hoey, who 
keeps that fhop where Mercury points out the place 
4)£hk abode ; and jet, in thie very next bfeath he calls 
WagftafFe a reverend club-footed fpirit j fo that Hoey 
is WagftafFe and a clergyman. Was there ever fuch 
ftuff before feen any whene, except in the Freeman, 
where things of this fort are common ? AfVer this there 
is a threat pronounced againft the ^' merchant and his 
*• idly the gbtunfman^^* (by whom he means Hoey,) 
that it it dangerous to throw the firft ftone. Here 
tfaefe hellilh (pirits grow angry, and menace to pelt 

their adverfaries with ftoncs, perhaps hrimfione. 

Furw atma miniflrat. They are thus courageous, a^ 
they know they afe bodilefs phantoms, and that it 
would be Only beating the air to attack theni. 
.^neas, indeed, very ftouHy draws his fword upon 
a parcel of ghofts, irruit fcf frufira ferro di^^trlerat 
mtras. 

Next thefe fpirits fay, as T ama North country man, 
that they will pubiifh the birth and adventures of theft 
devouring animals, if they (cc the public papers ftaJned 
with thetrilictie J Aouldbe jjlad to know whnt has a 
North country man^todo with the (lime of the mer- 
chant or Hoey, more than a uian of this province. 1 
never before heard that (lime belonged to devouring 
mnlmals, but rather to harmlcfs ones, fuch afi fnails ; 
bat this bhinder is like the reft. I (hail conclude, wirh 
wi(hing thefe Wockheads would l^arn to fpell, before 
they prefbme to write, as this is rather more incicu- 
iable than making fritters of Eftgliih> and for this let 
them k)©k at the kift word of their nonfenftcal epifttc, 
* Utrchtanes, 
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No. 62. Saturday^ March 7. 



-Gentifyue canam primordia f St a Ti vs. 
-And (hall I trace 



From their firft origin the race. 

TH £ Freeman has threatened to give the pub>- 
lic a full account of my Birtb and Adventuress 
but left people (hould be impofed uponbv the lying in- 
(inuations of thofe my gbojtly enemies, I ihall trouble 
my readers with a true, genuine hiftory of my family 
for fome generations ; and fhall alfo gratify their 
cuiioiitv, by relating to them as much or my life and 
qonverfatioiiy as is material for them to know. 

My great grandfather, Mofes Wagftaffe, was a Lod^ 
don merchant, in the reign of Charles the firft : he 
was born of Proteftant parents, and bred up fhkUy in 
the true church of England principles^ andconfequent^ 
ly in loyalty to his prince ; but having married the 
daughter of Praife- God Barebones, he was led aftray 
by his father-in-law and his wife, and entered into the 
the party of Cromwell. He, like many others, turn- 
ed preacher, and ufed to whine and cant for hours to- 
gether (like the fwadling mountebanks now-a-days) on 
the favourite text of thofe times, of binding tbeir kings in 
cbains, and tbeir nobks in links of iron : in fhort, to 
fuch a pitch of enthufiafm did this old man work him- 
felf up, that he quitted his buiinefs, and joined the ar* 
my, headed bv the ufurper. At the battle of Nafeby* 
he fignalized himfelf againft his lawful fovereign, and 
obtamed a company of foot in the rebel army. He 
afterwards attended Cromwell into Ireland, where he 
obtained a grant of thofe lands which I now enjoy. 
Our captain then returned to England, and continued 
in the army till the death of Cromwell. 

On 
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On the reftoration of Charles the fecond, captain 
WagftafFe, like others of the independant fadlion, was 
received into the king's favour, and was more counte- 
nanced by him thatn many of rhofe were who had loft 
their whole fortunes in his caufe ; for it is very well 
known, that it was the wicked maxim of that monarch, 
to carefs his foes, and negledt his friends, zs being fure 
of them, So great was the king^s regard for him, that 
he not only got CromwelFs grant confirmed, but alio 
had my gradfather JeofFry, then a boy,. appointed one 
of the pages at cdurt: 

My grandfather, as he was bred ih^ tKat'diflblute 
courr, adopted the principles of the fine gentlemen of ' 
thofedays ; for as tke kingpretended to bea d6ift, in 
order to diiguife his real relfgion, which was Popery, 
fo JeofFry affedled to imitate the fafhion of the court, 
by having no religions He was; notwithftanding, faid 
to be a very handfome man, and a fine dancer. He 
held feveral honourable eniployments during Charles's 
reign ; and on the death of that monarch, retired to a 
ftnall eftate left him by a relation in Leicefterfhire. 
There he married a lady of good family, and there my 
father, Ambrofe WagftafFe was born. 

My father, who was the eldeftfon, was a fad of 
genius, was bred at Eaton, and from thence fent to Ox- 
ford, where he ' but could 
never be prevai profeffion. 
His younger b to orders, 
ai?d obtained ^ Vly grand- 
fathet dying, hi my father, 
and he left' hii m^ uncle 

Humphry. M_, . ._ ._ akepoffeT- 

fion of hiar lands, and married a lady in this, kingdom. 
He foon grew, tired of this counfry, and carried over 
my mother fchen with 'child of nie) to. England. ' He 
took a featniar Loi)8bnJ where he refided till ^iis 
• death. At the^age of^ ten years' he fent ^le to Eaton, 
and from thence to Oxford ; and as he had iio chil- 
dren but my After Lefitia and me, and as his eltate wias 
become confiderabJc, I. had no ocdafion to enbr into 
any of the learned profeiTions : however, to pleafe my 

father 
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father I entered my name in the Temple books, where 
I ftaid a year, but diOiking the law, I quitted it, and 
ffent to travel. 

I firft went to France, wh^re I remained for two 
years ; from thence to Holland, Flanders* Germany, 
Italy, and, in fliort, through every part of £urope 
worth feeing. Prom Leghorn I embarked for %ypt, 
vidted the Pyramids and Cataracts, went to mount 
Sinai, travelled over Syria, and a great part of Afia 
Minor, and from thence came to Conflantinople, 
where I faw fome mofques and the Grand oignior, and 
returned to England. In ihort, it would make as large 
a work as Grandifon to relate all my life and adven- 
tures, and would be to the full as entertaining, if I 
were inclined to be long-winded. Let it fuffice, that 
I came to this country iome years ago, and have lived 
in fuch obfcurity that I am very little known, t live 
moflly in the country on my eftate, and my books are 
my chief companions. I find more real pleaiure in 
converting with thofe dead feniible authors, than with 
living blockheads. Thus,, whilfl I am in the coun- 
try, I am, I may fay, ohiiiui meorumy chlivifcenJus H 

Sometimes I vary the fcene, and so to the Metro- 
polis, where I have a few feled friends, and not many 
acquaintance. This, no doubt, is the reafon, that the 
blundering Freeman miftook me for a ^ownfman, but 
why a club-footed one» t cannot imagine. I (iippofe 

' they meant to fay cloven-footed, as they look upon all 
the clergy of the church of England to be fo. As they 
are in the dark, with regard to my place of abode^e'en 
let them be fo Hill. I will not fine fpedades for that 
purblind committee. After flinging all the dirt they 
could rake up from the bottom of we River Dulnefs, 
they menace to publifh my life and adventures : they 
are very welcome to do fb, and I defy them to 
find out more of me tbsm what I have publiflied in 
this fpeculation. It i^ fufiicient^ that I am JeofFry 

. Wagflaffe, Efq; and a man of more property than 
Phlogo8| aind their whole beggarly comraictee wt to* 
gether. T 

No* 63. 
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No. 63. Tue/day, March lO. 

^id dignum tanttffttt bic pr^mtffor biatu f Hp R . 

'•* I will do deeds both woDderfiil and great!"— 
How will the boafter hold this vauntidg rate ? 

* ^0 jEOtrav WACSTAPtfi, Efq\ at the Mercury, 

* Parliament-ftreet, 

•SIR. 

* Or^HERE is nothing more common than to /ec 
' X mankind impofed upon by meer words j nay, 

* you'll fee men gulled by the ule of thofe very cant 

* turns, which impoilors have ufed over and over to 

* cheat withal. let but a mountebank ffet a parcel 

* of hard words by heart, and he fhall piCk people's 

* pockets by his brick-duft. Or rotten ftlck. If a cob- 

* ler can roar out the words grace, peace, and faith, 

* or hell and brimftone, he ihall be a heart-breaking 

* preacher amonefi: the Swadlers, or Methodifts, as 

* they call themtelves ^ and Hull prevail on the fifter- 

* hood to rob their hulbands for money, which he 

* beftows on his trulls in another part of the town. 

^ Thus it is alfo with candidates of all forts, whe- 
' ther for honours or ofEces. How will you hear 

* thefc fellows when they want votes, cry out, " Li- 
** berty and propjerty, freedom and independency ; mj 
" dear fellow- citiie!!8,^'-^aDd fb forth. All thetr talk 
« is of Habeas Corpus a£b, of a national militia, a 

* bankruptcy bill, and the limitation of parliaments : 

* in fhort there is no one thing which the meaneft vot- 

* er will propofe to have done, which thefe promtfers 
^ will not engage to perform. How they have already 

* fblfiiled tli^m, or been able fo to do, T leave the 

* world to judge. If a man fete up for a borourii, 

• whkh 
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* which does not coniift of perhaps a dozen houies, 

* and the ele^ors are a parcel of beggars, you fee a 

* fiaming advertifement, tnat, *' gentlemen, I will (up- 
** port the freedom of jour corporation, and your in- 
'* ftnidlions ihall be the invariable rtile of my con- 
** duft ;'* though, probably, he does not think of them 

* 'till the next vacancy : and yet, both in town and 

* country, we find the fame delufions go on, and ever 

* will to the end of time. 

* I remember once, (to compare fmall things to 

* great) there was a vacancy for the place of beadle 

* to the corporation of Taylors in London : as it is a 

* place of ibme profit, there were many candidates, 

* and, amongft the reft, one Timothy Thimble, who 
' had been a taylor formerly in (bme repute, but by 

* becoming a violent party man, and a free-citizen, was 

* reduced to poverty. Thimble accordingly ftood 

* candidate, and- by means^ of the following advertife- 

* ment, carried the place from ali his competitors. 

* To the free and independent eleSors of the corporation 

* of taylon* 

* My worthy fellow-citizensi 

* A FT'ER the indulgent reception given to the 

* ±\, late humble offers of my fervice to be beadle 

* of your corporation ; I fhoutd be wanting in my du- 

* ty, 

•To the FREE t-id iWDEPENiTENT Elcftors of tic CITY of 
DUBLIN. 

My worthy fei*low»citizew8, 

A FTER the indulgent Reception given to the Utt humbfe Of- 
JA fd of my Service to repre&nt yoo in Par Ibment j I ihotfid 
be^ranting in duty^ did 1 any loog«r decline to declare myfelf a 
Candidate for the prefent vacant Seat. 

I therefore think it incumbent upon me thus to declarcj my In- 

tent'ons to (land the Poll at the next enfu*Dg Eledton, 

. I (hall. only add to my former Profeffions, that« as I haTe ufed 

every Endeavour, in the difi«cot Stations in which I have ferved 

in this City, to fupport the Honour of Magiftracy, to pericrve the 

dignity 
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* ty, did I any longer decline to declare myfelf a can- 

* didate for the prefent vacant beadlefhip. I ihall on- 

* ly add to my fornser profeflions, that as I have ufed 
*' every endeavour alwaya to behave as an honeft tay- 

* lor, and to preferve the dignity of my trade, by 

* never working under price, or by taking a fmallcr 

* pattern- of cloth from niy cu^omers than- others of 

* my trade ; fo fliall I, if I be found- worthy of your 
^ choicr, exert my utmoft mean* to difcharge the 
^ duties of the high trtift repofed in me, and fteadily 

* and faithfully adhere to thofe principles which have 

* direded my conduct as atradelman* 1 fliall, in par- 

* ticular,. think it incumbent upon me to* ufe every 
^ means, (uch as duly fummomng the members* by 

* driving dogs from ths hall g^te, and preventing boys 

* from playing marbles or p— gonth6 fteps therc- 
^ of i fhall alfo^ as^ a member of the corporation-, al- 

* ways give my vote as the mafter and wardens (hall 

* dire^ ; and above all, I fliall procure a beefom for 
^ fweeping the hall clean every fe*ven days. In thefe, 

t *^ and all other refpeds, it is my fixed purpofe to make 

^the 

dignity and authority orche C^vil Power inviolate \. and to promote 
a Law for limiting the duration of Parliantents, on which the 
(Irengthening and fecuring the national Conflitution apparently de' 
pends ; fofliall I, if I have the Honour of being found worthy of 
your Choice, exert my utmoft Means to difcharge the duties of the 
high Tiruft repofed in me, and fteadily and faithfully adhere to 
thofe Principles wliich, have direded my Condud in a lefs diftin- 
guiflied Sphere. 1 (hall in particular think it incumbent upon me, 
touie every Meant of obtaining Laws for preserving the Li* 
BBRTT of the Subje6(, by enforcing the due Execution of the 
Wr't of Habeas Corpus \ for eftabliihiog a national 
Militia; for putting Trade upon a more refpe£lable Footing, 
by.a Bankruptcy Bill \ and above all for procuring a Law 

for LIMITING THE DURATION OF PARLIAMENTS* 

In thefe and all other Refpe£ts it ia my fixed Purpofe to make 
the INSTRUCTIONS OF MY CONSTITUENTS theiii- 
varbUe Rule of my political Conduct. 
I am, Gentlemen, 
^ith the greateft Deference and RefpcA^ 
your moft obliged and devoted 
hamble Servant. 

T O . 



itized by Google 



256 rAp B A T C H E L OR. No. 6j. 

* the iirfTRucTiOMS of my masters, the invariable 
' rule of ray conduct as a beadle. I am, gentlemen^ 

* with the greateft deference and refped, 

* Your moH obliged and devoted humble fervant, 

* Timothy Thimble. 

' By this pompous, high»flown ftuff, Thimble ca« 

* joled the tajlors i but he (bon forgot all his fine 

* profeflions, and became as carelefs and rood for no* 

* thing as anj beadle in town : infbmucb, that thej 

* repented of their choice, and were re(blved nerer to 

* be caught by words again. I have heard (cholars 

* (aj, that in Latin, the phrafe to gi<ve 'uprds, %nifies 
' the (ame thi^ as to cheat or impofe : how far fuch 

* bale coin may pafs upon others of my fellow citi- 

* zens, I know not, but they never (hall upon. Sir, 

* Your moil humble fervant, 
W * A ffte afuilm^tiai Elect ORj* 



POPPY TEA, • 

OF the hfl Quality and Flavour, and war- 
ranted /r^e from adulteration, to be had at 
the Ware-houfe of J. Cant in Styx-street, where a 
conftant fupply will be kept. The Po/>/^y Tea and 
Tea Pot will be fold together, on terms more advan- 
tageous to the retailer, than any of «^iia/ quality here- 
tofore. 

[For Ready Money.] 

* The following Advertifement tppetrs conftantly in the 
Precinftn*8 Journal, of whicli the above is tbooght to be a 
barlefque. 

LONDON PORTER, 

f\P the bell Qt ALitT ind Flavour, ind ^trrtntedyre* 
\J from ADtJLTEHATioif, to bc htd at the Ware-houfe of 
Mr. JOHN OF GAUNT iti ^*-.— ttreet, where a conftaoC 
Supply will be kept. The IWf#r add Cr/ft will be fold together, 
on Terms more advantageous to the Retailer, than any of efmst 
<25«Iity heretofore. 

£Fof RbadY Mo»ey.3 

No. 64. 



itized by Google 



No. 64. ^^^ B A T€ H E L OR. 257 



No. 64. Saturday^ March 14. 



't^is tu 



Curtis JuJ^s oppedere f — Hon . 

Tin now refolv'd t'expofe the Jeathern- 
Curtailed Jews — In knaver/, brethren. 

AS the two circumdled ju^ers have been for 
fome time paft the general topic of converfs^- 
tion, • fo I have received manj letters from my 
correft)ondents on that fubjedt. I have feicded one 
out 0/ the number^ which 1 fhali nmke no apology for 
prefeniing to my readeri, as it is fiiU of good fenfc, 
and as I think it fets that (light-of-hand madnefs^ in a 
^Gy proper light. I (hall be much obliged to the in- 
genious writer of this letter, for a continuance of his 
coriefpondence. 

* TVJboffry Wagstaf/b, Efq\ at the Meicmy 10 

* Parliament firtet, 
'SIR, 

* ^'1 ^O a perfon profeiled of common undcrftand- 

* X ing, it muft prove a mortifying circumibince, 

* (that in a nation which has ever been charaderiied 

* for good (enfe, compaffion and humanity) to find 

* that the whole attention of the town, ihould have 

* been fo long taken up by two ftch infignifk:ant4>e^ 

* ings, as the Jfraeiites who have impofed their leger- 
' demafn tricks upon the pubiick ; and to raTTe contri- 

' butions, 

* BuEtLAV aodPivssiA, two jngglers, or flight-of-Band 
men, both Jews, who barra/led the pi*blic with their advertif©- 
ments of defiance to each other, to exhibit the mofl capital 
tricks iu (he art of legerdcmair. 



itized by Google 



458 ?^BATCHELOR. No. 64. 

* btitiom, which might be emvl<^yed to fo much bet- 

* ter purpofes ; in the relief ot indigent merit ; in the 

* encouragement of fome uleful art or manufa^ure ; 

* or in aid of the funds of fome holpital. With great 

* deference to thofe fine ladies and fine gendemen, who 

* are their chief encouragers, is not this throwing the 

* children's tpo^t to dogs, and thofe of the worll kind 
' too, circumcifed curs, who would gladly bite off 

* the hands that feeds them ? 

' From the extravagant countenance fliewn, from 

* time to time, to thefe pick pocket jugglers, it is ve- 
' ty poffible that the money thus wantonly thrown a- 

* way upon them, may have amounted to a Aim fiiffi- 
« cient to have eftabliflied for ever one bed, if not a 

* whole ward, in each of the hoipitals, founded in this 
' city, for alleviating the misfortunes, and healing the 

* innrmides of our wretched fellow-creatures. Bound- 

* le& as our charities are, yet numberfefs are the ob- 

* jeCt9 who ftand in need of them, and therefore many 

* muft periih for want of our aififtance, whilft we 

* mifapply thofe means of relief ta fiich. fhameful pur- 

* pofes. 

' It may, perhaps, be obje6led by thofe who make 

* the whole bufinefs of their lives diverfion, that the 

* fame objedion lies^ agamf): every other amuiement, 

* which the affluence* of fndrvrduafs can procure them, 

* as well as againft this fafhionable one of Jug q l i n g : 

* but will any creature, who pretends to rationality, 
^ put thefe childift tricks on a footing with theatrical 
*■ entertainments ? What idea can the dexterity of a 

* Breilau or a Prufiia excite in a judicious minid, but 
^ that of a (udden wonder and furprize, which, on a 

* litde reflection, is fucceedfed by contempt? tiiemind 
^ receives no ufeful inftrudHon from it ; whereas, 

* theatrical entertainments, when judicioufly (ele^M, 

* and properly conduced, at once unbend the mind 

* and improve the heart ; they impart to the fufcepti- 

* ble breaft, thofe fine feelings whicb harmonize the 
*• foul, and make it thereby capable of receiving the 

* hobleft imprefllons. ' In them, we behold virtue re- 

* fle&ed to u» from a tarue mirror, in aH* its native 

Muftrei 
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* luftre ( and vice in all the horror of Its nattiral de- 

* formity. What a noble idea do we conceive of the 

* icholar, the foldier, and the gentleman, from SheRi* 

* DAN in Hamlet? Does he not better our underftand* 

* ings, and mend our hearts ? Who does not 4^ftbl3^ 

* abhor filial impiety, who ftti Barry to the well 

* wrought diftreifes of Ltar ? Muft not ^e perfori 
' who has been guilty of the Ubt ingratitude with 

* Goneril or Regan, feel th^ bttt«reft rcmorfe froiii 

* feeing the diftrefs of die good old king fo ex- 

* quiiitely reprefejitcd ? What a delightful image of il 

* noble difinteifefted patriot does Moss op preient to 

* us in 7i,4mtiy and excites in us that exalted virtue of 

* ipyiag our country, which (hould be the hrft, the 
** ruline principle in all honeft minds ? 

• Will any body, therefore, pretend to compare Mr. 

* Breflau's puppet-ihow tricks with the theatres ? No; 

* — -comparifbns are odious. Children, indeed, whofe 

* ideas are contraded within a narrow circle, may tsk0 

* delight in Brellau's theatre, (if I may ufe the msff- 

* fion) as they.do at Stretcb'9; but that dir ^bSdren 

* of a larger growth, I mean the adult, ^Mr» the aged; 

* of both fexes, and almoft of all ordfl»* vould throng 

* to (uch fcenes of puerile feUy, is abundantly mor6 
' aftoniihin^, than the trtdn^ore exhibited, dextrous 

* as they ieem. What their inducement can be to 

* go a (econd time to fee the fame tricks played ov^ 
^ again, is to mc amazing, unlefs it be in order to im- 

* prove ibemlelves in the refined arts of knavery, 
' 4f^iny, and deception, on which the whole art of 
' thefe fellows is evidently and confefletfy founded. 

* Perhaps, it yiriil befaid thefeamufements are harm- 

* lefs, and in this clafs let them ftand, whilll ctrcum- 

* fcribed within the limits of a room in a private 

* houie; nor do I grudge to a fewperfons inliigh life, 

* the exquiiite pleaiui« of impofing upon one anotheiv 

* by playing off ihefe Etabbinical inibruments of de*- 

* ception, the one againft the other ; provided they 

* had not played them upon the public alfo. But 

* when I refleft, that we have children amongft us of 

* fifty y as well as of ten years old, my wonder at the 

< number 
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* number of Breflaa's fbUowen cetfet. Ic is a pity, 
^ however, that the well meaning part of the public 
^ fliould be anj longer duped of their monejr (under 

* the ma& of charity) by the private machinations of 

* tfaofe impoftors, who abet dieir knavery in print ; 
' and that the national character ihould be thus, ex- 

* poied to the contempt and ridicule of foreigners. I 

* nope, therefore, Mr. Wa^affc, you will ufe your 

* utmoft endeavours in affiftii^ me to baniih fiich ac- 

* tors of impofition as I have mentioned, out of the 
^ kingdom, by remonftrating againft the vitiated pre- 

* vailii^ tafte for the fillieft direrfions that ever found: 
^ entrance into, or were countenanced in, any coun- 

* try where the inhabitants pretended to be civiliz- 
' ed. 

' Prom your pad endeavours in the caufe of virtue 

* and good (enie, I promife myfelf your aid on thitoc- 

* cafion, fince, in my opinion, it would be criminal in 

* a, writer who aims at the inftrudion, as well as the 
' entertainment of the public, to look on with a cold 
^ indifference at the further progrefs of this very egre- 
' gious folly. Let me affure you, in the mean time, 

* that lam your conftant reader and admirer ; and that 

* I am^ whh particular attachment, &c. 

* PHILANTHROPOS/ 



From the Merc u r y in Parliament -ftrect. 

Epigram on Groody Bates [the old woman who 
publiihed the Freeman's Journal] furviving the reft 
of the Committee. 

HO Wcamts it^fivfs onty that our oUGoodj Bates 
fFent mt to the d^^l^ as well as her mates ^'-^ 
From bis clutches Jbe ^fiafd^ hj fome magic art : — 
** I leave her,^ firfs SataHy ** to grace the black cart.** 
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No. 65. T^ue/day^ March 17. 

II I ) m III I rt 

Sohiiur acris bjemsgrsud we verts ^ Favem, Hon. 
Now winter metes in vernal gales. 

TH E Spring feafoti is nniverfally allowed fo be 
the plea:(anteft in the whole year : why it is fb, 
every reader is juft as good a judge as f am. A man 
muft be vtry inienfible who is not delighted with the 
beauties of this delicious (eafbn. The returning 
warmth of the fun, the earth and trees refuming their 
youthful enHvening colours, the muiick of birds, and 
the blowing of fk>wers, are objcdls which muft un- 
avoidably excite the moft pteaiing ideas in the mind. 
It is like viewing a lively Jtaiian landfcape after a dull 
Dutch froft piece. 

If I had a mind to dilcant on this iubjedt, I might, 
in imitation of other writers, make a colledion from 
the poets, magazines, and news-papers, and prefent 
my readers with a nofegay of pretty flowers, gathered 
from thofe extenfive gardens of poetical romance. I 
could rob Virgil, Horace, Milton, Pope and Thomp- 
fon, and many other poets of mittions of pofies, to 
form a garland for the Spring ; but this I ftiall leave 
to the poetical rhymers, who will pefter the town at 
this feafbn. There is nothing I dread fo much as 
rhefe vernal haberdalhers, who will juft ftilFen uptheir 
old flim^ conceits, and put them off for new. There 
is- not a Areet in Dijblin that will not be ftrow'd over 
with tulips, pinks, daffodils and cowflips, by thefe 
rhiming florifts; Nigh ingales will be hawking at 
twelve a penny, and there is not a hirk, a linnet, or a 
thrufli, that will not be brenght to town by thefe 
poetical bird-catchers. ' They will make them perch 
on their rugged ftanzas in new- papers and ballads, 

and 



itized by Google 



a6i f;*/ BATCHELOR. No. 6^ 

and fing as (weet in Corn-market» as in their native 
woods. 

Manj of thefe fellows will pefter the town with 
madrigals, odes, fongs, fonnets, and paftorals, who have 
no other ideas of the countrj, or the beauties of it at 
this feafon, than by feeing the vegetable produd of it 
in the Root-market, or hy hearing the melodious cries 
of cbarmingjine radijbes^ or tUdnty fine fparagraji ; yet 
will they form in their confined imaginations, a flowery 
Arcadia from the marihes about Ringfend, and talk 
of (hepherds and ihepherdefles, as familiarly as if they 
were porters or cinder-wenches. If any, therefore, 
of our city bards, who have fpent their lives in the 
garrets of this fmoky city, find in themfelves an ir- 
reiiftible itch for this fubjed, I would advife them to 
rulticate themfelves for a while, to pick up matter 
for it. 

Notwithftanding the many and various pleafures 
which this charmmg feafon affords, yet I tremble to 
relate the ill coniequences of it to many. It will af* 
fe£t the crazed conftitutions of the old and fickly, and 
will make the blood circulate a little too fail in the 
veiijs of many of the young females. Horace, in 
his Ode from whence my motto is -taken, fays, that 

*jam Cytberea chores ducit Venus, imminente LunA 

Now joyous thro' the verdant meads. 
Beneath the rifing Moon, ^ir Venus leads 
Her various daiK C ■ ■ 

So that this is really a dangerous time of the year. As 
a further proof of this, I can afTure my readers, I did 
not receive one letter on the fubjett of love from any 
of my correfpondents during the hard frofis, or great 
fiiow of the cold winter ; now the Zephirs blow them 
in fafler on me than 1 can infert them. I fhall, there- 
fore, produce one as an inflance, from a young lady 
who feems to labour greatly under the reigning diftem-^ 
per of this love fick ^afpo. 

* Mr. 
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• Mr. Batcheloi, 

* T^ L L tell you what it is; I have two young col- 

* X legians in love \vith me, Mr. Myrtle and Mr- 

* Logic. Mr. Myrtle has fine black eyes, he dance* 

* delightfully, and fmgs and plays the fiddle like an 

* angel. Indeed, indeed, he fings IVater patudfrm^ 
« the Sea as well as Tenducci. He has bad teeth, but 

* what fignifies that ; you know Caffidy^ can mend 
•that. Mr. Logic has better, and dances too, but 

* not well, nor does he make a bow like Mr. Myrtle j 

* but they fay he is a gr'eat fcholar : my papa fays he 

* is a very pretty, modeft, fcnfible young man ; and 

* that poor Mr. Myrtle is a conceited coxcomb ; but 

* I don't think fo, nor my mamma neither. Now 

* the thing is this ; I long to be married, as I dread 

* being an old maid; and as you are a man of fenfc, 

* fhouhd be obliged to you for your advice which of 

* them I ihould have. My papa too will mind what 

* you fay, for he likes your Batchelors vaftly. I wifh 

* you were to hear Mr. Myrtle fine ; Mr. Logic can't 

* (ing at all. I wifh you were to fee how fvveetly Mr. 

* Myrtle drefles his hair : and am. Sir, 

* Your humble fervant, 

* Kitty Catgut.' 

* P. S. I forgot to tellyou, Mr. Myrtle aas Romeo, 

* that you would fwear it was Barry, andxalis me his 

* Juliet.* 



N«. 
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No. 66. Saturday^ March 21, 1767. 



S^ui fibi promiitit civest urhem^ fihi curdP 
Impiriumfore, et Itaiiam, et deluhra Deorum^ 
^tt# patre Jit natus, num ignota matre inhoneftus^ 
Omnes mortales curare et quarere cogtt. Hoi. 



Tbws when on thnifts himfelf upon die flate. 

And cries, *' Come, Pll fuftain the nation's weight, 

^* The empire and religion be my care, 

•' Fll manage all :" — This makes the people ftare/ 

This makes themaflc, what is he» whence came I 

What was his mother, what bis faniilj ? 

Or is he bafe, his fire of mean degree. 

^ r$ the BATCHELOR. 



lare,*) 
the?/ 



• Mr. Wacstafpb, 

* /^N a premature report of the death of 

* \J Dr. Ph LOGOS, I endeavoured to draw a 

* fair outline of his character, by way of Epitaph^ 

* intending to offer it as his monumental infcnption ; 

* but finding myfelf very much difeppointed by the 

* unexpeded refufcitation of that extraordinary cha- 

* radter, I had rcfolved to fupprefs it, at leaft for 

* (bme time ; till it was fuggefted to me by a friend, 

* that, if he was not naturally, he muft be consider - 

* ed as politically dead, to all intents and puTpofes, 

* hiding confeffed himfelf ufelefs in the f te, 1. e, 

* dead.- And that by his late practices in the city, 

* an honeft inqueft would certainly bring him in, felo 

* de fe. This fuggeflion, I confefs. Sir, has encou- 

* raged me to offer it to your confideration and diG- 

♦ po^. 
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* pofal. I have the honaux lo be, with the greatcft 
m * refpea, 
'^ * Yours, &c/ 

HERE LYETH INHUMED 

^ The body of Doaor CORNELIUS PHLOGOS : 

Sometime, profeffor of folitica/. 

As well »& n§dical Pharmacy. 

He was a man 

Of mean parentage, 

get ^ McK^rate parts, 

And a reftkis and perturbed fpirit. 
He found favour with the ignorant 
.[;; By profefling every pubMc^ 

Without poffemng one pivate^ 

ViRTDE. 

Defective in the 
Conjugal, 
Paterml, 

and 
Social, 
Duties. 
His family and friends had moft caufe to complain 
of him. 
,' . He pretended to reform the language of hfis country. 
Without grttmmatkal I • 
Its conftitution, without flitkal i 
'.' . And 

It« praftice, without pfy/kat^ 

Knowledge. 

As a writer,; he was tncor re^ ; 

And as an orator, declamatory : 

He could write two hundred lines 

Siam fede in um ; 

Yet never compofed a fentence 

Worthy of remembrance. 

He firft in this kingdom 

** Bid Liberty take Grovemment by die nofe,*' 

And raifed himfelf '^\ 

To unmerited honour 

On the ruin of Civil Magiftracy. 

Vol. I. N He 
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He was 
Seditious, 
Vindidlive, 
And 
L— b— d — n— s 
To a degree inconfiftent with the charadter of 
A good fubjedy 
A good chriftian. 
Or, 
A good man. 
To his friends ungrateiiil. 
To his enemies implacable. 

Yet, 

Servilely obfequious to both. 

As a reprefentative of the people. 

He was 
A conftant opponent to G— — t. 

Not becaufe he thought G 1 to be always wrong, 

But, 

Becaufe the multitude on whom he depended, 

Generally thought fo. 

He infulted Kings, 
Traduced Governors, 
Abu fed Magift rates. 
And cultivated (eduloufly the favour of the undif- 
^ tinguifliing vulgar, 

f To the corruption of the principles f 

The difllpation of the time. 
And the ruin of the fortunes 
Of many. 
He was luxurious without health to enjoy. 
And 
Expenfive without means to fupport. 
Helderived no inheritance from his immediate 
anceftors, 
except 
A diftcmpered conilitution, ? 
yi And a pragmatical fpirit : 

The former, proved a curfe to hfmfelf ; 
The .latter, to a whole dty. 

This 
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This extraordinary man, 
After having, for a courfe of thirty years. pro- 
moted civil difcord and diiTention, between 
Father and Ton, 
Brother and Brother, 
Neighbour and Neighbour, 
tot Citizen and Citizen : 

And after having (to the irreparable injury of the 

eood order and police of the city of D-— n) 

Reduced the magiftracy almoft to a degree of con- 

tempt, Deferied by his friends, 

And Defpifed by all good men, 

He departed this mortal life, the ninth day of March, 

^ 1767, iflthe year of/ his age. 

Stay traveller, nor yet depart, 

Whatever your tenets be ; 
Whether an alderman thou art, 
.K Or fon of Liberty. 

Whatever paflion led thee here. 
To laugh, or elfe to mourn ; 
Whether thou.com'ft to drop a tear. 
Or p— fs upon his urn. 

Whether of low church or of high, 

Or neither church thou art; 
Whether thou'rt come to to vent a figh, * 

Or, eke, to vent a f— t. 
Learn here how vain all human things. 

But moft the love of fame ; 
That low ambition is in kinss. 

And Phlogos, ftill the fame. 

'Tis like a fquib— awhile to blaze, 
; And catch the vulgar eye ; 

To forfeit virti>e, fenfe, and eale i 
^ To hifs.— bounce— crack, and die. 

ne End of tb$ Firft Volumi. 
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Publijbed byi James Ho«r, Junior. 

rjSHE UFE of EDWARD Eiri of CLAREN- 
X DON, Lord High* Chancellor 'ot England, and 
Chancellor of the Unireriky of Oxfird: containing, 

I. An account of the Ch«ncellot^s Life from his 
Birth to the Reftoration In 1660. 

II. A continiuition: of the fiime, aad of his HiAorf 
of the GRAND REBELLION, from the Reftora- 

ttoii to his Baniihment in 1767. Written hj 

HIMSELFl PriiHed at the Clarendon printing- 

houfe in Oxfwdy from his original mamticripts givea 
•o the nniverfity hy the heirs of the late earl of Cla- 
rendon : and reprinted in Dublin bj J* Hoey, Jiin. 
page for page with the Oxford edition, in 3 Volumes 
odavo, price ^ hound in adf and Uttered , i\s, \d, 

feiued 1 2s. 6d, — He has alio re-printed this work in 
one Vol. folio, to match the editions in that fize of 
the hiftory of the Rebellion — Priee bound 1 51; 

An Account and chara^er of the alwve woriy extraded 
from the CuiTiCAi ^/wMokthlv Reviews. 

* Nothing could be a more acceptable prefent to 

* the public, than thefe remams of the great Earl of 

* Clarendon, whfch throw a variety of new lights 

* on fome interefting parts of the EngUfb hiftory, and 

* at the fame tirtie contain an ample and (atisraftory 
^ apology for the condu^ of that worthy nobleman.' 

Crii, Re'vie*w. 

* The materiaU here offered to the public, con- 

* tain a variety of interefting and entertaining anec- 

* dotes never dUclo(ed before ,• feveral of whidi ferve 

* to illuftrate many paCages in the hiftory of thofe 

* times. And it is not one of the leaft advantages of 

* the hiftory before us, that it brings us more inti- 

* mately acquainted with the charadter of the cele- 

* brated Clarendon/ 

Monthly Fcnfienv* 
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